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La  habite  un  Peuple  fimple^  bienfaifant,  brave*  ennem! 
du  fafte,  ami  du  travail*  ne  cherchant  point  d’efdaves, 
€t  ne  vouiant  point  de  maitres. 

De  Mehegan, 

Tableau  de  I’Hiftoire  Moderne, 
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HISTQKIOAL  I 
MSOiGAL  / 


TO  THE 


COUNTESS 

OF 


PEMBROKE  AND  MONTGOMERY 


Madam, 

rY'i'  H E S E Letters,  relating  to  Switzer- 
^ land,  naturally  claim  your  Ladyfhip’s 
protection  ; for  they  were  originally 
written  while  I had  the  honour  of  accom- 
panying Lord  Herbert  upon  his  travels. 
I feel  myfelf  highly  flattered,  therefore, 
in  having  the  permifiion  of  infcribing 
them  to  your  Ladyfhip,  and  of  thus 
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publicly  acknowledging  that  I am,  with 
great  refpe£t,  and  gratitude  for  obligations 
received  from  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
your  Ladyfhip, 

Madam, 

Your  Ladyfliip*s 

mod  obedient  and 
obliged  humble  fervant, 


Vienna, 
June  26,  1778. 
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PREFACE 


TO  THE 

EDITION  OF  1789, 

<rJ~‘EN  years  have  elapfed  fince  I gave  to 
the  Public  a volume  of  Letters,  under  the 
title  of  Sketches  on  the  Natural , Civil 9 and 
Political  State  of  Switzerland.”  The  favour- 
able reception  of  that  work  induced  me,  in 
1779,  to  make  a journey  through  the  country 
of  the  Grifons,  a part  of  Switzerland  hitherto 
little  known.  Having,  in  1785  and  1 7 87^ 
opportunities  of  revifiting  the  fame  fpots  which 
I had  before  defcribed,  I was  anxious  to  revife 
and  augment  my  former  publication.  With  this 
view  I compared  my  defcriptions  at  the  very 
places  which  I attempted  to  delineate ; atten- 
tively perufed  the  criticifms  of  fucceeding  tra- 
vellers ; and  in  many  of  the  principal  towns,  I 
entreated  feveral  perfons,  of  political  or  literary 
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eminence,  to  corred  any  errors,  or  to  fuggefl: 
any  improvement,  with  refped  to  thofe  particular 
parts,  with  which,  from  fituation,  they  were  mod 
converfant* 

The  materials  colleded  from  thefe  and  other 
fources,  increafed  by  my  own  obfervations  and 
refearches,  encourage  me  to  hope,  that  the  pre- 
fent  improved  account  of  fo  interelling  a country 
as  Switzerland,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
public,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a new  work* 


FjEMERTON, 

Feb.  20,  1789. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  THE 

FOURTH  EDITION. 

■'T'HE  overthrow  of  the  Helvetic  Confe« 
deracy,  fmce  the  publication  of  the 
laft  edition  in  1 79 1 5 having  totally  changed 
the  political  ftate  of  Switzerland,  I have 
deemed  it  neceffary  to  give  an  introductory 
fketch,  and  hiftorical  notes,  relative  to  the 
late  revolution,  with  an  index  map  of  the 
new  divifions,  as  fettled  in  1798.  I have, 
however,  made  no  alteration  in  the  original 
work,  but  left  it  as  a memorial  of  Switzer- 
land in  a ftate  of  independence,  freedom, 
and  profperity. 

In  the  prefent,  as  well  as  the  former 
editions,  I beg  leave  to  renew  my  war  me  ft 
acknowledgments  to  Lieutenant.  - General 
Floyd,  for  the  ufe  of  his  accurate  journal, 
kept  during  our  joint  tour  in  1776.  I was 
likewife  indebted,  for  various  communica- 
Vol,  L *A  4 tions, 


VIII 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


lions,  to  the  late  much-lamented  Thomas 
Pennant,  Efquire,  and  to  his  fon  David 
Pennant,  Efquire,  for  Letter  91,  on  the 
Italian  bailliages.  My  thanks  were  no  lefs 
due  for  the  kind  affiftance  of  my  late 
intelligent  and  efteemed  friend  Dr,  Pulteney, 
of  the  Rev,  Thomas  Martyn,  profeflor  of 
botany  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
and  the  Rev.  Richard  Relharn 

But  I cannot  put  forth  this  new  edition 
without  gratefully  recolleding  the  judicious 
animadverfions  of  the  elegant  writer  to 
whom  thefe  Letters  are  addreffed,  and  tefti- 
fying  my  regret  for  the  lofs  of  an  affec- 
tionate and  friendly  inftrudor,  who  kindly 
direded  my  literary  purfuits,  and  to  whofe 
precepts  I owe  more  than  I am  able  to 
exprefs. 


Bemerton, 
Nov.  1,  i8oi« 
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INTRODUCTORY  SKETCH 


OF  THE 

REVOLUTION  IN  SWITZERLAND, 


CHAP.  I. 

Principal  Caufis  of  the  Revolution  in  Switzerland 
~ — Weaknefs  and  Difcorda?ice  of  the  Helvetic 
States^ — Impolitic  Exclufons  from  Offices  of  Truft 
a?id  Commerce  — Prevalence  of  Infidelity  — 
Literary  Societies— State  of  the  neighbouring 
Powers— Hoi fe  of  A uftria — King  of  Sardinia 
Views  and  Intrigues  of  France— Plan  for  the 
Subjugation  of  Switzerland  on  the  Conclufion  of 
the  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio  — The  French 
Agents  propofe  Reforms  in  the  refpeclive  Govern- 
ments5 and  publifh  a Plan  for  a new  Confede- 
racy-Alarm of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy — Diet 
of  Arau  — France  fucceeds  in  dif uniting  the 
refpedlive  States . 

w ITH  a heart  full  of  forrow  and  regret,  I 
deliver  to  the  public  this  new  edition  of  a 
work,  written  when  Switzerland  was  in  a date 
of  freedom* 

VoL«  I, 
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I entered 


VI 


SWISS  REVOLUTION. 


I entered  Switzerland  without  prepoffeflion  or 
prejudice,  and  after  four  fucceffive  tours  at 
different  periods  of  my  life,  in  which  I repeatedly 
traverfed  almoft  every  part  of  the  country,  the 
refult  of  my  deliberate  obfervations  was  a full 
convidlion,  that  the  governments,  in  general, 
were  mild  and  equitable,  and  the  great  mafs  of 
people  free  and  happy.  A few  inflances  of 
narrow  policy,  and  fome  abufes  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juflice,  particularly  in  the  democratic 
(fates,  did  not  efcape  my  notice,  and  I cenfured 
them  with  freedom  and  impartiality.  Still, 
however,  a full  convidlion  remained,  that  the 
good  predominated  over  the  evil ; and  the 
o-eneral  welfare  was  vifible  in  the  population, 

o 

hufbandry,  and  induftry  of  the  natives  : the 
country  abounded  with  good  inns  and  roads, 
contained  many  flour  idling  towns  and  villages, 
and  exhibited  every  appearance  of  public  pro- 
fperity  and  private  happinefs.  Ibis  opinion  was 
alfo  the  univerfal  fentiment  of  all  writers,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution. 

Since  that  period  a new  fyftem  of  ideal  per- 
fedtion,  in  the  theory  of  government,  founded  on 
general  reprefentation  and  univerfal  fuffrage,  has 
been  formed  by  fpeculative  enthufiafls,  and 
adopted  by  ambitious  and  defigning  men. 
With  this  vilionary  model  all  governments  were 

compared. 
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VII 

compared,  without  reference  to  national  cha- 
racter, or  to  local,  moral,  and  political  circum* 
fiances  $ and  the  freed  conilitutions  have  been 
ftigmatifed  as  defpotic. 

Even  Switzerland  was  involved  in  this  general 
cenfure ; and  writers,  either  milled  by  falfe 
principles,  or  fuborned  by  France,  have  not 
been  wanting  to  afifert,  that  the  natives  were 
neither  free  nor  happy,  and  that  the  people 
wei  e eager  to  throw  off  the  oppreffive  yoke  of 
Helvetic  oligarchy.  Thefe  declamations  were 
the  harbingers  of  French  aggreflion,  and  were 
intended  to  fan  Clio  n perfidy,  and  vindicate 
unprovoked  invafion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
whole  hidory  of  this  eventful  revolution  proves, 
that  the  people  were  fully  fatisfied  with  their 
condition,  and  decidedly  averfe  to  all  innova- 
tions. 

Should  this  pofition  be  admitted,  a quedion 
naturally  arifes,  How  a warlike  and  free  people, 
who  could  bring  ioo,coo  men  into  the  field, 
and  whole  country  was  defended  by  aimod 
impregnable  mountains,  could  be  reduced,  in 
the  fpace  of  a few  weeks,  to  unconditional 
fubmiffion?  To  enter  into  a minute  detail  of 
this  revolution  would  require  a volume  ; a brief 
account,  therefore,  of  the  principal  caufes  and 
events  which  produced  that  fatal  catadrophe 
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SWISS  REVOLUTION* 


via 

will  be  fufficient  in  a work  relating  to  the 
former  and  not  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Switzer- 
land* 

The  firft  caufe  was  that  principle  of  weaknefs 
and  indecifion  natural  to  a federal  union,  com- 
pofed  of  numerous  hates,  differing  in  extent, 
government,  religion,  and  interefts ; jealous  of 
each  other,  and  therefore  open  to  intrigue ; 
eafily  divided,  and  with  difficulty  brought  to 
aft  in  one  compact  body,  and  on  one  uniform 
plan. 

The  fecond  caufe  was  the  fpirit  or  innovation 
and  irreligion,  diffeminated  according  to  a regular 
fyftem,  and  by  means  of  literary  focieties,  infli- 
tuted  oftenfibly  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting 
knowledge  and  toleration,  but  fecretly  directed 
by  the  Jacobin  clubs  in  France.  They  found 
many  partifans  among  the  gentry  in  the  French 
parts  of  Switzerland,  already  corrupted  with  the 
doftrines  of  Voltaire  and  Roufleau,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Geneva,  which  had  long  been  the  fcene  of 
do  me  flic  commotions,  and  now  became  the 
focus  of  revolutionary  principles. 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  thefe  doflrines  was 
aided  by  the  difaffeftion  prevailing  in  fome  parts 
of  the  country,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the 
third  caufe  that  contributed  to  the  fall  of  Swit- 
zerland $ 
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IX 


Zetland  ; it  arofe  in  fame  of  the  ftates  from  the 
nature  of  the  governments,  and  in  the  fubjedt 
countries  from  the  tenure  of  the  bailliages.  In 
feveral  hates  the  offices  of  government  were 
exclufively  confined  to  a certain  number  of 
burghers,  and  even  commerce  was  reftridted  in 
Bafle  and  Zuric.  The  exclufion  from  the 
offices  of  government  created  difaffedlion  only 
among  the  gentry  and  citizens ; but  the  refine- 
tions  on  commerce  excited  general  difeontent 
among  the  peafants,  particularly  the  borderers 
of  the  lake  of  Zuric,  and  in  the  canton  of 
Bafle,  who  became  early  and  adlive  partifans  of 
the  revolutionary  principles. 

The  tenure  of  the  bailliages  afforded  another 
fource  of  difeontent.  Thefe  bailliages  were  either 
countries  conquered  and  annexed  to  a particular 
canton  or  hate,  or  fubjedt  to  two  or  more  ftates 
conjointly,  and  governed  by  bailifs  appointed  in 
rotation.  The  bailifs  or  governors  nominated 
by  the  ariftocratical  ftates  were  feldom  guilty  of 
exadtion,  and,  if  guilty,  were  fpeedily  brought 
to  juftice  ; but  thofe  appointed  by  the  demo- 
cratical  ftates  were  often  guilty  of  oppreffions, 
from  the  pernicious  cuftom  of  putting  the 
governments  to  fale,  and  from  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  red  refs.  Hence  the  natives  of  thefe 
fubjedt  countries  were  inclined  to  feek  relief 
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from  foreign  interference,  and  eageily  adopted 
the  new  fyflem  of  liberty  and  equality. 

Such  were  the  general  caufes  derived  from 
the  internal  fituation  of  Switzerland  ; but  its 
external  relation  to  other  powers  had  no  lefs 
influence. 

Switzerland,  including  the  country  of  the 
Grifons,  was  furrounded  by  France,  the  German 
empire,  the  Auflrian,  Venetian,  and  Sardinian 
dominions : her  fecurity,  therefore,  depended  on 
maintaining  a due  balance  among  thefe  powers, 
and  preventing  all  encroachments  on  the  Helvetic 
territory. 

The  length  and  nature  of  the  bloody  contefi 
which  wrefted  the  greater  part  of  Switzerland 
from  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  excited  a national 
antipathy,  which  two  centuries  of  peace  had  not 
wholly  obliterated,  and  which  the  unguarded 
expreffions  of  Jofeph  the  Second,  during  his 
travels  through  the  country,  and  the  equivocal 
conduct  of  the  Auflrian  court,  contributed  to 
revive.  In  confequence  of  this  jealoufy,  the 
Swifs,  excepting  the  Grifons,  feem  to  have 
avoided  any  clofe  connection  with  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  ; and  notwithflanding  the  repeated 
aggreflions  of  France  in  the  early  part  of  the 
revolution,  wlthflood  all  the  felicitations  of  the 
combined  powers,  and  maintained  an  uniform 
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neutrality,  when  their  acceffion  to  the  confede- 
racy would  have  opened  the  defencelefs  frontier3 
of  France  to  the  inroads  of  the  enemy*  Hence, 
rather  than  accept  the  proffered  affiftance  of 
Auftria,  they  tamely  fuffered  the  French  to 
appropriate  the  diftridt  of  Porentru,  which 
commanded  the  important  paffes  on  the  north- 
weft  fide  of  Switzerland. 

A fimilar  jealoufy  againft  the  houfe  of  Savoy, 
the  ancient  fovereigns  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
operated  in  the  councils  of  Bern,  and  induced 
them  to  acquiefee  in  the  invafion  of  Savoy, 
which  equally  expofed  their  fouthern  frontiers. 

Since  their  fir  ft  treaty  with  Louis  the  Ele- 
venth, the  Swifs  had  maintained  an  intimate  con- 
nection with  France,  by  a feries  of  alliances  ; in 
confequence  of  which  confiderable  bodies  of 
their  troops  * were  taken  into  French  pay  ; they 
were  diftinguifhed  with  commercial  privileges ; 
and  annual  fubfidies,  under  the  name  of  Let 
argent  de  pair  et  d* alliance,  were  granted  to  all 
the  dates  who  chofe  to  receive  them  f.  The 
officers,  in  retiring  from  the  French  fervice, 
were  gratified  with  pensions  ; and  numbers  of 
the  gentry  placed  their  capitals  in  the  French 
funds,  and  drew  from  thence  the  principal 

t 

* fourteen  regiments  at  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
f See  Letter  21. 

a 4 


means 


XU  SWISS  REVOLUTION® 

means  of  their  fubfiftence.  Hence  French 
manners  were  gradually  diffufed  ; a clofer  bond 
of  union  was  cemented  between  both  nations, 
and  numerous  adherents  of  France  redded  in 
every  part  of  the  country. 

During  the  monarchy  France  was  confcious 
of  the  advantages  which  Ihe  derived  from 
her  alliance  with  the  Helvetic  republic,  and, 
except  in  a few  inftances,  uniformly  con- 
ciliated the  friendfhip  of  the  Swifs.  Soon  after 
the  depofition  of  the  king,  the  French  rulers 
tore  afunder  the  bands  of  amity ; yet  the  habits 
of  intimacy  were  too  clofely  interwoven  to  be 
fuddenly  feparated,  and  advocates  were  not 
wanting  to  juftify  their  proceedings,  although 
the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduct  manifeftly 
tended  to  foment  tumult,  and  to  diforganife  the 
Helvetic  body. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  revolution  the  views 
of  France  were  directed  towards  Switzerland,  as 
well  from  its  importance  as  a barrier  on  her 
eaftern  frontier,  as  from  its  central  pofition 
between  the  German  empire  and  Italy.  The 
reduction,  therefore,  of  Switzerland  was  a 
favourite  object  of  the  republican  rulers,  and 
was  only  fufpended  by  the  dread  of  adding 
Switzerland  to  the  holt;  of  enemies,  who  menaced 
France  on  all  Tides.  They  accordingly  temporifed 

under 
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under  the  mafk  of  friendfhip,  and  fucceeded  in 
preferving  the  neutrality  of  the  Helvetic  confe- 
deracy, by  fomenting  the  national  antipathy  to 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Yet  even  during  this 
fpecious  difplay  of  friendfhip,  their  agents  induf- 
trioufly  fpread  difaffedion,  and  prepared  the 
mine  which  was  ready  to  explode  on  the  firft: 
favourable  opportunity. 

Such  an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio, 
which  left  the  Swifs  without  an  ally  on  the 
continent,  and  opened  another  paflage  into  their 
territory  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Cifalpine 
republic,  and  the  difmemberment  of  the  Valte- 
line,  Chiavenna,  and  Bormio  from  the  Grifons. 

At  this  period  the  French  republic  had 
acquired  a coloffal  ftrength,  which  awed  the 
furrounding  nations,  and  every  power  except. 
England  fhrunk  from  the  contefh  The  king 
of  Sardinia,  deprived  of  half  his  territory,  was 
the  vaflal  of  France  ; the  pope  and  the  king  of 
Naples  owed  the  pofleflion  of  a precarious  fceptre 
to  the  forbearance  of  the  Diredory  ; Pruftia 
pertinacioufly  maintained  her  clofe  connedion 
with  the  new  republic ; and  Auftria,  vanquilhed 
by  the  genius  of  Bonaparte,  had  concluded  a 
diflionourable  peace. 


But 
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But  the  French  rulers  were  not  content  with 
planting  the  tri-coloured  flag  on  the  fummic  of 
Mont  Blanc,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Scheldt,  and  with  eftablifhing 
the  limits  of  their  empire  by  the  natural  bound- 
aries of  the  Pyrenees,  the  Alps,  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  the  ocean.  With  a view  to  fecure 
their  territories  againfl:  the  future  aggreflions  of 
the  continental  powers,  they  purpofed  to  form  a 
feries  of  dependent  republics  along  the  line  of 
their  frontiers,  as  a kind  of  outwork  to  remove 
the  point  of  attack.  At  each  extremity  of  this 
tine  they  had  already  eflabliflied  the  Cifalpine3 
Ligurian,  and  Batavian  republics ; a connecting 
link  of  this  chain  was  Switzerland,  which 
covered  the  mod  vulnerable  parts  of  the  French 
territory,  and  from  its  natural  flrength  and 
central  pofition  formed  the  citadel  of  Europe. 

Another  motive  for  the  fubje&ion  of  Switzer- 
land was  derived  from  the  diforganifing  prin- 
ciples of  the  French  republic,  and  their  inceflant 
defire  to  aflimilate  all  other  forms  of  govern- 
ment to  their  own,  and  to  found  a new  political 
balance  on  this  bafis.  Againfl:  thefe  principles 
was  direfled  the  coalition  of  the  European 
Hates ; but  though  all,  except  England,  had  been 
lured  or  compelled  to  conclude  feparate  treaties 
3 of 
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pf  peace  or  alliance ; yet  the  dread  of  thefe 
revolutionary  principles  continued  in  full  force, 
rendered  the  pacification  with  Auftria  of  uncer- 
tain continuance,  and  a new  coalition  by  no 
means  improbable.  Hence,  for  their  own  fecu» 
rity,  the  French  rulers  deemed  it  neceflary  to 
eftablifh  a new  fcheme  of  alliance,  for  the 
purpofe  of  maintaining  the  political  balance 
between  the  reprefentative  and  non-reprefentative 
fy items  of  government,  by  which  latter  name 
they  defignated  all  conftitutions  that  did  not 
affimiiate  with  their  own.  From  this  caufe  arofe 
the  war  of  extermination  againft  England,  the 
foundation  of  the  Batavian,  Ligurian,  and  Cif- 
alpine  republics,  and  the  plan  for  the  revolution 
of  Switzerland.  For  while  the  fpirit  of  the 
Helvetic  governments,  however  excellent  in  other 
refpeds,  was  hoftiie  to  all  innovations,  Switzer- 
land  might  pofifefs  the  true  chara&eriftics  of  a 
free  ftate,  yet  could  not  be  a cordial  ally  with 
the  French  republic.  Hence  it  was  eafy  to 
forefee,  that  when  a line  of  demarcation  was 
drawn  between  the  two  fyflems,  Switzerland 
would  be  claimed  by  France. 

Such  were  the  real  motives,  acknowledged 
by  the  French  themfelves  and  their  mod 
zealous  partifans,  which  induced  France  to 

revolutionife 
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revolutionife  Switzerland ; the  lift  of  griev- 
ances * which  they  exhibited  againft  the  Hel- 
vetic government  were  merely  advanced  to 
juftify  aggreffion,  and  are  aptly  called  by  Carnot 
cs  Pretextes  pour  realifer  a leur  egard  la  fable 
du  loup  et  de  Pagneau  f.” 

Aware  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  manage  a 
number  of  federal  but  independent  governments, 
and  a free  people  devoted  to  ancient  principles, 
they  determined  to  new-model  and  reduce  the 
confederacy  to  a reprefentative  form  fimilar  to 
their  own* 

The  Directory  laid  the  plan  of  fubjugation 
with  great  addrefs,  and  unfortunately  carried  it 
into  execution  with  little  oppofition.  They 
purpofed  to  divide  the  members  of  the  Hel- 
vetic confederacy  by  fomenting  commotions, 
and  by  occupying  the  attention  of  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates  to  prevent  them  from  refilling  in  one 
compact  and  united  body.  They  then  deter- 
mined to  turn  their  whole  force  againft  the 
canton  of  Bern,  on  the  conqueft  or  lubmiffion 
of  which  the  redu&ion  of  all  Switzerland 
depended  ; thus  verifying  the  plan  of  external 

* See  the  laboured  mve&ive  of  the  Directory  againft 
the  Swifs  government,  in  the  Moniteui  • 

■j-  Reponfe  de  Carnot. 
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policy  which  republican  France,  like  Rome,  has 
uniformly  adopted,  of  conquering  all  nations  by 
attacking  them  Jingly  *. 

As  early  as  1796,  they  demanded  from  the 
Swifs  dates  the  difmiffion  of  Mallet  du  Pan  and 
the  French  emigrants.  The  compliance  with 
this  mandate,  in  oppofition  to  the  humane  and 
fpirited  remonftrances  of  the  Britilh  minifter, 
Mr.  Wickham,  was  the  fir  ft  fatal  aft  of  fubmif- 
iion  ; it  may  be  confidered  as  a virtual  1 enuncia- 
tion of  their  independence,  and  announced  the 
fubfequent  imbecility  of  their  counfels. 

Dreading  the  effeCt  of  thefe  remonftrances, 
and  eager  to  counteract  the  influence  of  Eng- 
land, they  preceded  their  hoftilities,  in  *797’  ^y 
requiring  Bern,  and  the  other  Helvetic  cantons, 
if  neceffary,  to  give  directions  for  Mr.  Wickham's 
immediate  departure  from  Switzerland  ; his  foi& 
objeCt  being  to  “ excite  plots  againft  the  internal 
“ and  external  fecurity  of  the  French  republic." 
The  Britifh  minifter,  who  forefaw  the  acqui- 
efcence  of  the  Bernefe  government,  withdrew  to 
Frankfort  on  a leave  of  abfence,  and  voluntarily 
announced  the  termination  of  his  embaffy,  in  a 
dignified  note  addrefted  to  the  rulers  of  Bern. 
Thus  the  alliance  of  England,  who  alone  with- 

* Dumjtnguli  pugnant t unroerfi  vincuntitr” 
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flood  the  encroaching  fpirit  of  France,  arid  was 
inclined  to  render  every  aril  fiance  in  her  power? 
was  withdrawn,  and  Switzerland  left  to  her 
fate. 

The  Diredory  firft  recommended,  as  the  price 
of  their  forbearance,  or  rather  prefer ibed  to 
each  of  the  Swifs  dates,  the  abolition  of  their 
refpedive  governments,  and  the  eflablifhment  of 
a provisional  regency,  until  a conftitution  fhould 
be  formed  on  the  bads  of  uni  venal' Suffrage  and 
general  eligibility. 

This  plan  was  announced  in  a declamatory 
letter,  full  of  revolutionary  jargon  by  Ochs, 

grand 

* After  addrefling  the  magistrates  of  Bade  with  the 
ufual  terms  of  44  Magnificent  and  gracious  Lords, ” he 
adds,  44  This  is  probably  the  laft  time  that  thefe  anti- 
44  quated  titles  fhall  ftrike  the  ears  of  your  excellencies. 
“ 1 cannot  diffemble  the  pleafure  I have  in  renouncing 
44  them  myfelf,  and  in  cherifhing  the  hope  that  the 
44  endearing  title  of  Citizen  is  fo  fonn  to  fucce.ed  them. 
44  I confider  the  Revolution  of  Switzerland  as  com* 
<c  pleted.”  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  letter  he 
obferves,  44  I tell  you  that  the  light  of  fimple  common 
44  fenfe,  the  force  of  circumflances,  the  regeneration  of 
44  primitive  ideas,  the  public  and  general  good,  an 
44  infinite  number  of  political  confiderations,  and  parti- 
44  cularly  the  light  of  eternal  juftice,  impofe  upon  you 
44  the  duty  of  acquiefcing,  without  delay,  in  the  willies 

44  of 
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grand  tribune  and  envoy  from  Bafle.  He  urged 
the  government  of  Bade  to  declare  by  a formal 
decree  the  emancipation  of  their  iubjecls,  the 
convocation  of  primary  affemblies  for  the  choice 
of  reprefentatives  to  arrange  a new  conflitution, 
and  the  eflablifhment  of  provifional  committees. 

It  is  needlefs  to  detail  the  intrigues  by  which 
France  promoted  this  fpecious  plan  of  reform- 
ation, and  fucceeded  in  exciting  internal  commo- 
tions. From  the  cantons  of  Zuric,  Bade,  and 
ShafFhaufen,  their  partifans  diffeminated  their 
doftrines  by  means  of  popular  clubs,  literary 
focieties,  and  inflammatory  hand-bills  , and 
when  attempts  were  made  to  check  the  fpread- 
ing  contagion,  threats  were  denounced  againfl 
the  magistrates,  and  even  formal  prote&ions 
iffued  by  the  French  minifter,  declaring  them 
perfonally  refponfible  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  who 
manifefted  revolutionary  principles. 

When  the  danger  of  this  diforganifmg  fyflem 
was  increafed  by  the  approach  of  French  armies 
on  the  fide  of  Bafle  and  Geneva ; when  the 
borderers  of  the  lake  of  Zuric  inanifefled  their 


of  your  fubje&s,  and  in  the  councils  of  the  magifl rates 
<c  and  citizens,  who  have  proved  themfelves  their 
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decided  attachment  to  the  French  ; when  an 
infurredion  was  on  the  eve  of  burfling  forth  in 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  ; when  a column  of  French 
threatened  the  town  of  Bienne,  and  when  a 
corps  of  2000  men  from  the  Cifalpine  republic 
attacked  the  canton  of  Uri,  the  fpirit  of  Switzer- 
land feemed  to  awaken  from  its  lethargy,  and 
to  refume  its  ancient  intrepidity. 

The  principal  hates  of  the  league  fent  federal 
deputies  to  Bern  to  a hi  it  the  republic  with  their 
counfels,  and  deliberate  on  the  meafures  for 
defending  their  liberties.  But  a more  decifive 
condud  was  adopted,  and  on  the  2d  of  January 
a general  diet  affembled  at  Arau.  On  the  25th 
all  the  hates  except  Bade  renewed  the  folemn 
oath  of  confederacy.  The  adminiftration  of  the 
oath  was  preceded  by  a fpeech  from  Weifs,  the 
venerable  burgomafier  of  Zuric,  and  prefident 
of  the  diet,  calculated  to  rekindle  the  declining 
flame  of  patriotifm  : 44  The  three  heroes  of 
Schweitz,  Uri,  and  Underwalden,  confede- 
rated  in  the  prefence  of  God  to  obtain  liberty 
64  for  themfelves  and  their  countrymen  ; they 
64  effected  what  they  fwore,  and  they,  their 
44  brothers  and  their  fons,  beheld  their  druggies 
44  for  freedom  crowned  with  victory*  We  their 
“ defendants  have  experienced  the  happy  efxe&s 

of 
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sc  of  that  confederation  in  an  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  peace  and  freedom,  beyond  all 
other  nations  upon  earth.  The  fame  bleffings 
wiil  hill  continue  to  render  our  country 
flourishing,  provided  the  ties  of  brotherly 
union  be  flill  preferved  in  their  full  force 
C£  among  us.”  After  fupplicating  the  Almighty" 
to  blefs  this  religious  and  patriotic  a 61,  each 
deputy  fwore,  in  the  name  of  his  refpective  flare, 
€£  to  maintain  the  confederacy  inviolate,  and 
“ to  prated  each  other  in  their  alliances  and 
c(  constitutions.” 

This  folemn  appeal  to  Heaven  proved  a 
mere  ceremony ; its  effeds  were  prevented  by 
internal  commotions,  and  by  the  revolutionary 
fpirit  which  had  gone  forth  throughout  the 
nation.  Even  at  the  moment  when  the  diet 
fwore  to  maintain  their  union,  the  confederacy 
was  virtually  diflolved,  and  Switzerland  devoted 
to  fubjedion  ; Bade  had  already  feparated  herfelf 
from  the  Helvetic  dates  5 Schaffhaufen  * adopted 

a revo* 


* It  is  remarkable,  that  the  effefts  of  the  French 
revolution  fpread  earlier  and  quicker  in  the  arifto-demo* 
cratical  cantons,  than  either  in  the  ariflocratical  or 
democratical.  Schaffhaufen,  next  to  Bade,  feems  to 
have  announced  the  mod  effectual  refolutions  to  form  a 
change  in  the  government.  The  narrative  of  this  tranf- 
^'  0Li  E *b  ‘ a&iotu 
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a revolutionary  government ; Zuric,  and  the 
other  ariftocratical  cantons,  were  preparing  to 

admit 


a&ion,  by  Prof e do r Meifter,  who  wrote  under  the 
aufpices  of  France,  will  ferve  to  difplay  the  means  ufed 
by  the  French  to  paralyfe  the  government  of  Switzer- 
land, by  introducing  a revolutionary  fyftem,  at  the 
moment  when  they  were  preparing  to  attack  Bern,  and 
overturn  the  Plelvetic  confederacy.  u On  the  2d  of 
44  February  deputies  fromTheyngen,  Schleitheim,  Neun- 
u kirch,  and  Unterhallan,  arrived  at  SchafFhaufen,  and 
44  prefented  to  the  Secret  Council  a memorial  from 
i(  twenty-two  communities,  requiring  a new  government 
14  conformable  to  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality. 

€i  They  were  received  in  the  mod  friendly  manner,  and 
44  admitted  to  the  honours  of  a fitting.  On  the  3d  their 
44  demand  was  taken  into  confideration,  both  by  the  great 
council  and  by  each  of  the  twelve  tribes.  The  great 
u council  propofed  an  amendment  of  the  ancient  form  of 
««  o-overnment : but  the  tribes  were  inclined  to  make  any 
facrifice  for  the  good  of  their  country.  On  the  4th,  an 
il  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Great  Council  was  held, 
44  and  a final  attempt  made  to  prefer ve  the  ancient 
44  conftitution.” 

Melds.  Spleitz  and  Schalch  were  deputed  to  Neun- 
kirch,  where  delegates  from  all  except  feven  tranquil 
communities  formed  a congrefs,  and  prevailed  on  the 
people  to  fend,  on  the  8th,  twelve  delegates  to  Zuric, 
for  the  purpofe  of  conferring  with  twelve  eounfellors  on 
a new  order  of  things.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  agree~ 

jnent,  they  amicably  adjourned  to  dinner;  but  during 

the 
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admit  the  new  conftitution  prefcribed  by  France > 
the  double  contingent  voted  by  the  diet  of  Arau 

did 


«sa 


the  repaft  fome  of  the  delegates  having  privately  quitted 
the  company,  two  hundred  of  the  populace  rufhed  into 
the  hall j loudly  and  tumultuoufly  exclaiming,  “ Liberty 
“ anc*  Equality  !”  The  delegates  from  Neunkirch  and 
Theyngen  threw  themfelves  between  the  populace  and 
the  deputies  j immediately  the  congrefs  was  affembled, 
the  two  deputies  were  compelled  to  fend  by  a meflenger 
the  ad  of  union  to  Shaffhaufen,  and  a guard  was 
appointed  to  protect  them  until  his  return. 

At  noon  the  following  day  the  mehenger  came 
bacK,  and  was  accompanied  by  a numerous  crowd 
to  the  congrefs.  The  two  deputies  read  the  con- 
vention, which  was  tranfmitted  from  Schaffhaufen ; 
inftantly  the  kifs  of  fraternity  was  conveyed  from  lip 
to  lip,  and  a cry  of  joy  refounded  on  all  fides* 

Liberty  and  Equality  were  proclaimed  from  the 
windows  to  the  multitude  in  the  ftreets,  and  followed  by 
repeated  exclamations  of  <£  Long  live  Schaffhaufen  ! 
“ Long  live  the  deputies!”  Tri-colour  cockades  were 
diftributed,  and  a tree  of  liberty  was  planted  in  the 
court  of  the  caftle.  Notwithstanding  tile  proclamation  of 
equality,  the  two  deputies,  the  bailif,  the  clergyman,  and 
curate,  had  the  honour  of  firft  ufing  the  fpade,  the 
mattock,  and  the  axe,  on  this  occafion. 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony,  the  deputies 
accompanied  by  five  dragoons,  returned  to  Schaffhaufen; 
on  the  7th  the  primary  voters  were  elected  in  the  town, 
and  the  8th  in  the  country ; and  the  Great  and  Little 
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did  not  amount  to  6000  men ; and  Bern,  on 
which  the  falvation  of  Switzerland  depended, 
thus  expofed  to  invafion,  was  timid  and  irrefo- 
lute. 


councils  were  declared  a provihonal  government.  On 
the  9th  the  contingent  was  ordered  to  Bern,  but  with  no 
more  fuccefs  than  at  Zuric  : fome  troops  prepared  to 
march  ; but  the  electors  were  fufpicious  in  the  prefence 
of  foldiers ; they  found  admittance  into  the  great 
council,  and  were  accompanied  by  many  of  the  people  to 
hear  the  original  fummons  from  Zuric  and  Soleure. 
The  ledure,  however,  made  fo  little  impreffion,  that 
many  of  the  foldiers  returned  home,  as  it  was  faid,  to 
prevent  the  effufion  of  blood. 

Part  of  the  contingent  feems  to  have  arrived  at 
Baden  ; but,  on  receiving  the  news  of  the  capture  of 
Bern,  returned  inftantly  to  Schaffhaufen  ; a deputation 
was  fent  by  the  new  government  to  Mengaud,  excufmg 
themfelves  for  this  hep  ; and  their  apology  was  well 
received. 
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France  prepares  to  attack  the  Canton  of  Bern — 
Occupies  the  Erguel  and  of  Bienne  — Sup- 
ports the  hfurgents  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud— 
Weak  and  fluctuating  Councils  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bern — The  Pays  de  Vaud  declared  an 
independent  Republic , and  occupied  by  the  French 
Troops — Admifflon  of  fifty  Delegates  into  the 
Great  Council , and  Plan  for  the  Reformation  of 
the  Government— Negotiations  and  Armiftice — 
Efforts  of  the  Avoyer  Steiguer  and  General 
d*  Erlach  — Preparations  fgr  Rfiftance  — Full 
Powers  granted  to  General  d* Erlach — Recalled 
— Indignation  excited  by  Prune* s Ultimatum — 
Decree  iffiied  by  the  Government  of  Bern  for  the 
Fflablijhment  of  a new  Conflitution — Rejected 
by  Prune . 

HE  French,  having  accompihhed  the  fir  ft 
part  of  their  plan,  that  of  dividing  the 
confederate  ftates,  proceeded  to  the  attainment 
of  their  fecond  objecl,  the  fubjeflion  of  Bern. 
With  this  view  they  fecured  the  paffes  which 
facilitated  the  invafion  of  her  territory,  by 
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feizing  the  Erguel  and  the  town  of  Bienne, 
under  the  pretence  of  fucceeding  to  the  rights  of 
the  bifhop  of  Bade,  whofe  territory  they  had 
ufurped* 

The  attempt  to  detach  the  Pays  de  Vaud  from 
Bern,  and  eredl  it  into  a republic,  under  the 
aufpices  of  France,  was  equally  fuccefsful,  from 
the  pufillanimity  and  infatuation  of  the  Bernefe 
government.  A few  factious  leaders,  aided  by 
the  emiflaries  of  France,  having  excited  a fpirit 
of  infurredlion  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  the  dif- 
adedfed  revived  an  obfolete  claim  of  an  affembly 
of  dates  convened  under  the  dukes  of  Savoy, 
for  the  purpofes,  as  it  was  faid,  of  legiflation  and 
taxation.  This  right  was  aflerted  in  an  elaborate 
work,  entitled,  a Eflai  fur  la  Conditution  du 

Pays  de  Vaud,J>  written  by  La  Harpe  % a 
native  of  Roiles,  and  chief  of  the  infurgents, 
who  was  banifhed  from  his  country  for  his 
revolutionary  principles,  and  took  refuge  at 
Paris.  He  dated  that  Emanuel  Philibert,  duke 
of  Savoy,  in  the  cedion  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  to 
the  cantons  of  Bern  and  Friburgh,  referved  to 
the  inhabitants  their  privileges  in  the  fulled 
extent,  and  that  this  treaty  was  guaranteed  by 
Charles  the  Eleventh. 

* Preceptor  to  Alexander  Paulovitch,  the  prefent  em- 
peror of  Ruffin,  and  recently  one  of  the  Swifs  Dire&ory. 

This 


CHAPTER  II. 


XX  VH 


This  publication  furnifhed  the  Diredory  with 
a pretence  for  invading  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  At 
their  inftigation  petitions  were  prefented  to 
Bern  and  Friburgh,  claiming  the  revival  of 
thefe  obfolete  rights,  and  on  their  rejection 
appeals  were  made  to  France®  Accordingly  the 
Directory  ifiued  a notification,  declaring  it  their 
duty,  as  reprefentatives  of  Charles  the  Eleventh* 
and  as  fucceifors  of  Emanuel  Philibert,  to  fupport 
the  claims  of  the  petitioners®  This  notification 
was  foon  followed  by  a decree  (December  28)* 
declaring  the  members  of  the  governments  of 
Bern  and  Friburgh  perfonally  and  individually 
refponfible  for  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of 
the  natives  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  who  had  placed 
themfelves  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  republic® 
At  the  fame  time  large  bodies  of  troops,  under 
the  command  of  General  Menard,  advanced 
towards  the  confines  of  the  canton,  on  the  fide 
of  Geneva. 

In  this  alarming  crifis,  the  rulers  of  Bern 
amufed  themfelves  with  refuting  the  claims  of 
the  petitioners  ; as  if  the  controverfy  was  to  be 
decided  by  obfolete  records,  rather  than  by  the 
fword  ; and,  inftead  of  fending  an  armed  force 
to  awe  the  infurgents,  deputed  commiffioners  to 
afifemble  the  militia,  and  propofe  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  Twenty-four  battalions  cheerfully 
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complied,  but  fix  refufed  ; and  as  thefe  recu* 
fants  were  neither  difbanded  or  puniftied,  this 
flep  only  ferved  to  aggravate  the  audacity  of 
the  infurgents.  The  caflle  of  Chillon  was 
feized  on  the  loth  of  January,  committees  of 
fafety  were  inftituted,  national  guards  enrolled, 
and  a regular  fyftem  of  infurredion  organifed. 

A momentary  fpirit  at  this  period  feems  to 
have  animated  the  counfels  of  Bern  ; but  it  was 
ill  judged  and  ill  directed,  and  produced  a more 
fatal  effed  than  total  fubmiffion.  Colonel  Weifs 
was  deputed  with  full  powers  to  quell  the  infur- 
redion,  and  proclaim  martial  law  through  the 
country  ; but  his  character  was  ill  fuited  to  this 
enterprife  5 and  in  (lead  of  being  fupported  by  a 
ftrong  force  from  the  German  part  of  the 
canton,  he  began  his  progrefs  with  not  more 
than  3000  effective  men.  Originally  a warm 
advocate  for  the  principles  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, he  had  recently  changed  his  opinion,  and 
recognifed  the  danger  of  French  fraternity. 
But  he  ftiil  retained  a fondnefs  for  conciliatory 
meafures,  and  preferred  negotiation  to  action, 
Inftead  of  unflieathing  the  fword,  he  took  up 
the  pen,  and  wafted  his  time  in  compofiner  and 
publifhing  his  declamatory  pamphlet,  “ Reveille*. - 
<c  vous  SuiffesR  His  feeble  exertions  were 
rendered  (till  more  ineffectual  by  the  temporifmg 
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conduct  of  the  government  of  Bern,  and  the  ill* 
timed  remonftrances  of  the  diet  of  Arau  againfi 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law. 

Hence  the  numerous  friends  of  govern- 
ment were  intimidated  ; the  infurgents  expelled 
the  bailifs,  formed  a provifional  affembly  at 
Laufanne,  and,  declaring  themfelves  independ- 
ent, requefted  the  immediate  afliftance  of  the 
French  commander.  Eagerly  availing  himfelf 
of  this  appeal,  Menard  difpatched  his  adjutant 
with  a fummons  to  General  Weifs,  ordering  him 
to  evacuate  the  diftriCt,  which  had  thus  declared 
itfelf  independent.  The  adjutant,  accompanied 
by  two  French  huffars  and  two  native  dragoons* 
pafied  through  the  village  of  Thierens,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  without  a trumpet.  Being 
challenged  by  the  Swifs  patroles,  he  made  no 
reply,  and  an  affray  enfued,  in  which  the  Swifs 
fentinels  were  wounded,  and  one  of  the  huffars 
killed.  Notwithftanding  the  humiliating  concef- 
fions  of  Bern,  and  the  proofs  that  the  Swifs 
patroles  were  not  the  aggreffors,  this  tranfa&ion 
was  made  the  pretext  of  hoflilities ; the  Pays  de 
Vaud  wras  inundated  with  troops,  and  declared 
an  independent  republic,  under  the  protection  of 
France. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  the  government  of 
Bern  exhibited  a flrange  mixture  of  fpirit  and 
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imbecility,  timidity  and  raffmefs : levies  of 
troops  were  one  moment  ordered,  and  the  next 
countermanded  ; conciliatory  meafures  were 
counteracted  by  threats,  and  preparations  for 
refinance  embarraffed  by  attempts  at  negotia- 
tion. 

This  fluctuation  of  counfels  was  derived  from 
the  diiunion  which  prevailed  among  the  members 
of  the  government,  the  influence  of  the  French 
party,  and,  above  all,  from  the  reprefentations  of 
the  government  of  Zuric.  The  magiftrates  of 
that  canton,  which  was  fecond  in  population 
and  power  in  the  Swifs  confederacy,  urged 
the  neceffity  of  recurring  to  negotiation,  and, 
by  their  connection  with  the  moderate  party  of 
Bern,  baffled  her  counfels,  and  weakened  her 
efforts.  In  vain  the  avoyer  Steiguer,  General 
d’Erlach,  and  a few  exalted  patriots,  attempted 
to  animate  the  government  to  a fenfe  of  danger, 
and  convince  them  that  their  only  fecurity  con- 
futed in  arms.  Their  remonftrances  had  no 
permanent  effeCt ; and  if  a temporary  fpirit  was 
excited,  it  foon  fubfided,  and  was  followed  by 
humiliating  concefiions. 

The  party,  which  formed  a large  majority  in 
the  councils,  vainly  hoped  to  conciliate  France 
by  partially  adopting  the  plans  of  reform  fug- 
gefled  by  the  agents  of  the  Directory.  Even 
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while  they  meditated  refinance  to  the  invafion  of 
the  Pays  de  Valid,  and  fent  a fpirited  remon- 
ftrance  to  the  French  republic  ; while  they 
quelled  a mutiny  of  the  regiment  Rationed  at 
Aarberg ; while  they  inffituted  a committee  of 
police,  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  revolutionary 
dodrines,  and  arrefted  feveral  leaders  of  fedition, 
they  weakened  the  ancient  fabric  of  their  vene- 
rable conftitution : the  fovereign  council,  in 
contradi&ion  to  the  general  wiffies  of  the  people, 
convened  fifty  delegates,  to  give  advice  in  the 
prefent  emergency,  and  affift  in  new-modelling 
the  form  of  government. 

On  the  2d  of  February  the  delegates  took 
their  feats  in  the  fovereign  council ; and  the  fir  ft 
meafure  adopted  by  this  motley  affembly  was  a 
decree,  appointing  a committee  to  make,  within 
the  term  of  a year,  fuch  improvements  in  the 
conftitution  as  were  conformable  to  the  fpirit 
and  circumftances  of  the  times,  on  the  bafis  of 
general  eligibility  to  the  offices  of  government, 
and  the  extenfion  of  the  elective  franchife* 
4£  The  people, juftly  obferves  Mallet  du  Pan, 
sc  received  with  indifference  a decree  which  did 
*c  not  amend  their  admirable  regulations  ; many 
££  difapproved  it,  the  revolutioniffs  condemned 
£C  its  infufficiency,  and  ail  prudent  perfons  were 
alarmed,  as  it  was  calculated  to  excite  endlefs 
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• 5 commotions.  From  this  moment  the  govern- 
ment,  lofmg  its  poife,  was  only  confidered  as 
<£  a provifional  committee  ; and  anarchy  reared 
u its  head,  among  magiftrates  without  power, 
“ and  people  v/ithout  confidence.55 

Soon  after  this  impolitic  partition  of  autho- 
rity, Bern  relinquiftied  its  claims  on  the  Pays  de 
Valid,  and  made  overtures  of  conciliation  to  the 
French  Diredory,  and  to  Mengaud  their  agent 
in  Switzerland.  But  thefe  degrading  meafures 
only  haftened  the  fall  of  the  republic  : Mengaud 
declared,  u that  the  prefent  proceedings  had  no 
cc  other  objed  than  to  overthrow  a vicious  and 
€G  corrupt  government,  and  fubftitute  one  more 
conformable  to  that  of  the  French  and  Cif- 
*G  alpine  republics,  whole  exigence,  fafetv,  and 
6C  tranquillity  would  always  be  expofed,  as  long 
cc  as  Switzerland  remained  under  the  defpotifni 
V of  a handful  of  avaricious  magiftrates,  without 
fpirit  and  without  honour,  and  always  ready 
to  fell  themfelves  to  the  enemies  of  France.55 
He  then  demanded  the  diflolution  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  eftablilhment  of  a provifional 
council,  from  which  all  the  old  magiftrates 
fhoukl  be  excluded,  and  diftributed  a plan  for 
moulding  the  Helvetic  confederacy  into  a repre- 
sentative republic,  finrilar  to  that  or  France.  At 
the  fame  time  a million  was  difpatched  by  the 
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government  of  Bern  to  General  Brune,  who 
had  fucceeded  Menard  in  the  command  of  the 
French  forces  in  the  Pays  de  Valid,  deprecating 
the  interference  of  a foreign  power,  and  folicit- 
Ing  permiflion  to  make  only  a partial  reform  ill 
their  government.  But  Brune,  either  unpro- 
vided with  inftru&ions,  or  waiting  for  further 
reinforcements,  propofed  an  armiftice  for  four- 
teen days,  which  was  eagerly  accepted,  and  con- 
cluded on  the  1 5th  of  February. 

During  this  interval  of  awful  fufpenfe,  the 
two  parties  of  Bern  ftruggled  for  fuperiority. 
with  increasing  ardour.  A few,  who  faw  the 
danger  of  procraftination,  propofed  to  eftablifli 
a temporary  dictatorfhip ; but  this  wife  meafure, 
which  might  have  faved  the  country,  was  defeated 
by  party  jealoufy,  when  the  avoyer  Steiguer  and 
four  of  his  principal  adherents  were  defignated 
for  that  high  office. 

The  fifty  delegates,  though  perfons  of  great 
moderation,  and  well  affefted  to  the  c'onftitution, 
yet  being  without  experience,  increafed  the 
confufion  in  the  deliberations  of  the  council  ; 
but,  as  the  armiftice  drew  towards  a conclufion, 
and  the  defigns  of  France  became  daily  more 
manifeft,  the  reprefentations  of  Steiguer  and 
Erlach  had  greater  effect,  and  a ray  of  hope 

broke  through  the  gloom  of  defpondency.  All 

ranks 


3txxiv  SWISS  REVOLUTIONS 

ranks  of  people  vied  in  demonflrations  of  attach-* 
ment  to  the  government;  20,000  militia  were 
already  aflembled,  full  of  enthufiafm,  repofing 
the  highefl  confidence  in  their  leaders,  and  eager 
for  the  combat ; religious  ardour  blended  itfelf 
with  the  feelings  of  patriotifm,  and  the  un- 
daunted fpirit  of  their  anceftors  glowed  in  their 
bofoms.  Numbers  defe'rting  from  the  Pays  de 
Vaud  were  incorporated  in  a regiment  under  the 
name  of  the  faithful  legion  ; and  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  feemed  only  to  wait  the  advance 
of  the  Bernefe  troops,  to  rife  againfl  their 
oppreffors.  The  forces  of  Soleure  and  Friburgh 
ranged  thernfelves  under  the  ftandard  of  Bern  5 
the  contingents  of  the  other  cantons,  amounting 
t°  55c o men,  had  already  arrived  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  army ; and  the  fmalleft  fuccefs  would 
have  enfured  their  co-operation,  and  more  than 
tripled  their  numbers. 

The  chief  command  was  entrufled  to  General 
d’Erlach,  lord  of  Hindelbank,  and  member  of 
the  fovereign  council ; he  was  a veteran  diftin- 
guifhed  for  military  fkill  and  undaunted  courage, 
and  for  his  great  fervices  had  obtained  a high 
rank  in  the  armies  of  France. 

Eager  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  ardour  of  his 
troops,  Erlach,  on  the  26th  of  February,  repaired 
to  the  fovereign  council  with  eighty  officers, 

members 


CHAPTER  II. 


XXXV 


members  of  that  a {Terribly  : 44  I come,”  exclaimed 
he,  44  before  the  expiration  of  the  truce,  to  aik 
44  permiffion  to  difband  the  army.  It  is  ufelefs 
44  to  expofe  fo  many  of  my  brave  fellow-foldiers 
44  to  certain  maflacre,  or  to  the  difgrace  of  a 
54  defeat,  which  is  inevitable  in  the  pofitions  we 
44  have  been  made  to  take.  If  you  perfift  in 
44  your  erroneous  meafures,  I mud  give  in  my 
54  refignation  ; fuch  is  my  determined  refolution, 
44  unlefs,  recovering  the  fentiments  of  honour 
44  and  patriotifm,  which  feein  extinguifhed  in 
44  this  council,  you  authorife  me  to  employ 
54  the  fpirit  and  valour  of  the  braved  of 
44  nations.” 

His  animated  remondrances  overbore  all  oppO- 
fition ; he  was  inveded  with  unlimited  powers, 
and,  without  a moment’s  delay,  difpofed  his 
operations  and  didributed  his  inftfudtions  for  the 
grand  attack,  which  he  meditated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  truce. 

The  combined  forces  of  Bern,  Soleure,  and 
Friburgh,  amounted  to  25,00c  men,  and 
extended  from  the  northern  frontiers  of  the 
canton  of  Soleure,  through  Lengnau,  Gottdadt, 
Buren,  Nidau,  Aarberg,  and  Morat,  beyond 
Friburgh.  They  alfo  occupied  the  drorig  pofU 
tion  of  Vuilly,  between  the  lakes  of  Morat  and 
Neuchatel,  and  pufhed  their  advanced  corps  as 
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far  as  the  vallies  of  Ormond,  towards  the  fouth* 
eadern  extremity  of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  By 
this  pofition  they  covered  the  towns  of  Soleure, 
Bern,  and  Friburgh,  and  prevented  all  dired 
communication  between  the  two  French  armies 
in  the  Pays  de  Vaud  and  the  Bifhopric  of 
Bade. 

The  French  force,  amounting  at  this  period 
to  about  40,000  men,  confided  of  two  armies-, 
which  occupied  a large  portion  of  the  north- 
wedern  and  fouth-weftern  parts  of  Switzerland. 
One  of  thefe  armies,  under  General  Brune, 
commander  in  chief,  held  in  fubjedion  the 
whole  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  poded  at  Yverdun, 
Moudon,  Edavayer,  Avenche,  and  Payerne, 
which  was  the  head-quarters,  threatened  Fri- 
burgh. The  other,  under  General  Schawem- 
bourg,  occupied  the  canton  and  bifhopric  of 
Bade,  and  the  towns  of  Bienne  and  Neuville, 
and  formed  a drong  line  of  pods,  along  the  high 
road  leading  from  Bade  to  Bienne,  through 
Munder  and  Court,  to  the  pafs  of  Pierre  Pertius; 
they  were  likewife  advanced  to  Botzingen  and 
Fieterlin,  on  the  high  road  from  Bienne  to 
Soleure,  not  far  from  Lengnau. 

I he  plan  of  offenfive  operations  was  arranged 
by  Erlach  in  a maderly  manner.  The  principal 
attack  was  to  be  directed  againd  the  army  of 
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Scha  wembourg,  by  the  right  wing  and  centre,  con- 
fiding of  14,000  men,  and  the  object  was  topoflefs 
themfelves  of  the  vallies  of  Munder  and  St.  Imier, 
to  feize  the  pafs  of  Pierre  Pertius,  which  would 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  French,  then  to  force  the 
ftrong  pods  of  Botzingen  and  Pieterlin,  and 
bombard  Bienne.  In  the  meantime  7000 
troops,  which  formed  the  left  wing,  were  to 
attack  General  Brune,  to  drive  him  from 
Avenche,  Edavayer,  and  Payerne,  while  a corps 
of  2000,  poded  in  the  vallies  of  Ormond, 
fhould  advance  by  Aigle,  and  endeavour  to  harafs 
his  rear. 

Erlach  was  confident  of  fuccefs  ; his  troops 
were  eager  for  the  combat,  and  acquainted  with 
the  defiles  of  the  country ; and  the  inhabitants 
only  waited  their  approach  to  rife  againd  the 
French. 


While  Erlach  was  employed  in  didributing 
his  indruflions,  he  was  thunderdruck  with 
orders  from  Bern,  which  revoked  his  full 
powers,  and  commanded  him  to  fufpend  hodi- 
lities ; as  a negociation  was  opened  with  General 
Brune.  He  indantly  repaired  to  Bern,  with  a 
view  to  remcndrate  againd  this  fluctuation  of 
counfels,  and  to  urge  the  neceflity  of  prompt 
and  vigorous  meafures  ; but  he  found  the 
filiation  of  affairs  totally  changed,  and  wit- 


Vol.  I. 


neffed 


c 


xxxviii  ' swiss  revolution. 

neffed  the  fatal  afcendancy  of  the  French 
party. 

On  the  very  evening  in  which  his  manly 
reprefentations  roufed  the  council  to  a fenfe  of 
the  common  danger,  an  adjutant  arrived  from 
General  Brune,  announcing  the  receipt  of  full 
inftrudtions  from  Paris,  and  requeuing  the 
government  to  fend  deputies  for  the  purpofe  of 
adjufting  an  immediate  accommodation.  The 
temporifmg  party,  in  conjunction  with  the 
adherents  of  France,  availed  themfelves  of  the 
abfence  of  Erlach  and  his  affociates,  induced  the 
council  to  agree  to  a conference  with  Brune,  and 
on  the  following  day  his  full  powers  were  coun« 
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termanded. 

On  the  27th  two  deputies  repaired  to  the 
head-quarters  at  Pay  erne,  and  returned  on  the 
28th  with  the  ultimatum  of  General  Brune, 
requiring  the  abdication  of  the  magilfrates,  the 
immediate  eftablifhment  of  a provifional  regency5 

the  formation  of  a new  conilitution,  on  the  bafis 

• * . ■ . > 

of  liberty  and  equality,  and  the  releafe  of  all 
perfons  arrefled  for  political  opinions.  He  more- 
over infilled  that  the  troops  of  Bern,  and  the 
Swifs  contingents,  fliould  retire  ; and  promifed, 
on  the  fulfilment  of  thefe  conditions,  to  quit  the 
territory  of  Switzerland,  and  never  to  re-enter  it, 
unlefs  fummoned  by  the  new  government. 
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On  the  departure  of  the  deputies  Brune 
difperfed  a proclamation  to  the  Swifs : u My 
“ brave  foldiers  are  your  friends  and  brothers. 
“ In  punifhing  tyranny  they  are  eager  to  aflifl 
“ you  in  breaking  its  impious  yoke.  Amid  the 
outrages  committed  by  your  oligarchy,  I 
- expected  fome  return  of  reafon,  feme  figns  of 
remorfe.  Neither  ambilion  nor  avarice  fhall 
difgrace  our  conduct.  I come  among  you 
only  to  punifh  the  guilty  ufurpers  of  your 
fovereignty.  Be  not  uneafy  for  your  perfonal 
cc  fafety,  your  property,  your  religion,  or  your 
“ political  independence.  The  French  govern- 
•ec  ment  guarantees  them  to  you.  Be  free  ; the 
“ French  republic  invites,  and  Nature  orders  you 
sc  to  be  fo  ” 

Mengaud  iffued  a fipiilar  appeal,  in  which 
he  exclaims,  £C  To  regenerate  Switzerland  is  not 
£C  to  diiturb  it.  Who,  except  the  magiftrates  of 
Bern  and  their  adherents,  are  ignorant  of  the 
generality  and  valour  of  the  French  armies? 
“ Do  not  take  up  arms ; they  are  only  brothers 
joining  you  againft  our  common  enemies. 
£C  Their  blows  will  not  be  dealt  by  chance ; they 
£C  will  not  fall  upon  the  miftaken  citizen,  or 
■ c peaceable  labourer.  The  French  army  will 
be  terrible  only  to  that  handful  of  perverfe 
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“ rulers,  ftubborn  in  frantic  rage.  We  offer 
cc  you  peace,  and  do  you  choofe  war 

Will  it  be  believed  by  pofterity,  did  not  the 
fubjection  of  Switzerland  authenticate  the  fa£t, 
that  the  rulers  of  a free  and  powerful  people, 
beloved  by  their  fubjeffs,  who  had  30,000 
men  under  arms,  eager  for  the  combat,  and 
whofe  fignal  would  have  tripled  that  number, 
ihould  hold  any  further  conference  with  the 
authors  of  thefe  infulting  proclamations  ? Yet 
fuch  was  the  infatuation  of  the  magiftrates, 
which  can  only  be  accounted  for  from  the 
prevalence  of  French  influence  in  the  very 
bofom  of  the  councils,  and  from  the  reprefent- 
ations  of  the  deputies  from  Zuric  and  Bafle, 
who  warmly  recommended  the  acceptance  of  the 
new  fyflem,  as  the  only  means  to  avoid  the 
impending  florm. 

The  publication  of  Brune’s  ultimatum  fpread 
general  indignation  through  all  ranks  of  people  ; 
and  the  magiftrates,  overpowered  with  the 
univerfal  clamour  for  inftant  hoflilities,  reluc- 
tantly ordered  General  Erlach  to  execute  his 
plan  of  attack.  But  the  timid,  the  treacherous, 
and  the  wavering  flill  encouraged  hopes  of  con- 
ciliating Brune,  by  partially  acceding  to  his 
ultimatum  ; they  were  warmly  feconded  by  the 
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deputies  of  Zuric  and  Bade,  who  reprefented 
the  folly  of  courting  fingly  hoftilities  with 
France,  offered  their  mediation,  and  perfidioufly 
infinuated  that  Lucern  and  Schaffhaufen  were 
anxious  for  an  accommodation.  The  govern- 
ment fatally  attempted  to  renew  the  negocia- 
tion ; they  ilfued  a decree  agreeing  to  efta- 
blifh  a new  conftitution  on  the  bafis  of  liberty 
and  equality,  declared  the  government  provi- 
fional,  until  the  new  reprefentatives  fhould  be 
eleded  ; but  they  refufed  to  convoke  the  primary 
affemblies  until  fifteen  days  after  both  armies 
had  retired,  and  offered  to  form  a new  Helvetic 
confederacy,  though  without  foreign  inter-  * 
ference.  They  confented  to  liberate,  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  French  Diredory,  all 
perfons  arrefted  for ' political  opinions,  and 
concluded  the  decree  by  folemnly  alluring  the 
people,  that  as  foon  as  the  danger  was  pad, 
they  would  hear  and  redrefs  all  grievances^ 
as  far  as  the  welfare  of  the  country  would 
juftify. 

They  inftantly  difpatched  deputies  * to  notify 
this  decree  as  their  ultimatum  to  Brune  ; but 
this  compound  of  humiliation  and  fpirit,  inde- 

* Weifs  burgomafter  of  Zuric,  and  Frifching  trea- 
furer  of  Bern,  who  was  the  head  of  the  French 
party. 

c 3 


pendence 


swiss  revolution; 


xlii 

pefidence  and  fubmiffion,  had  no  effed : Brune, 
after  detaining  the  deputies  in  fufpence  till 
late  in  the  evening,  refufed  to  treat  with  them, 
becaufe  they  brought  no  definitive  anfwer  to 
his  proportions,  and  is  faid  to  have  added, 
“ I will  repair  to  Bern,  accompanied  with 
foine  huffars  and  chaffeurs,  and  pay  a vifit  to 
the  new  government/’  At  the  moment  of 
his  departure  from  Payerne,  he  alfo  addrefled 
a proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Pays  de  Vaud,  containing  bitter  invedives 
againft  England,  and  virulent  abufe  of  the 
government  of  Bern : after  feme  general, 
praifes  of  the  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  their  con- 
dud,  he  obferves : “ Redouble  your  watch- 
“ fulnefs  againfl  the  common  enemy ; the 
S£  partifans  of  Bern  infinuate  themfelves  among 
you.  Inftead  of  your  own  freedom,  they 
e£  offer  vou  a new  defpotifm  under  the  infi- 
dious  mafk  of  Bern-efe  liberty.  What 
liberty  can  you  receive  from  men  who 
annihilate  the  firfl  feelings  of  freedom  ? What 
liberty  is  that  which  begs  fuccours  from  the 
defpot  of  England,  the  enemy  of  the  peace 
*c  of  the  world  ? 

Bern,  the  fcandal  of  Helvetia,  forged 
**  chains  for  all  the  people  of  the  Plelvetie 
« confederacy : her  hordes  domineered  over 
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52  Friburgh,  Soleure,  and  Lucern  ; her  magi- 
iC  ftrates  defiled  their  hands  with  the  fceptre  of 
u ufurpation.  The  meafure  of  her  crimes  is 
u full.  The  ridiculous  empire  of  Bern  already 
falls  to  the  ground/’ 
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Infubor  dination  among  the  Bernefe  Troops— Infa- 
tuation of  the  Government — Contradictory  Orders 
iffued  to  the  Army—Surprife  of  the  advanced 
Tofts , and  Defeat  of  the  Swifs  at  Lengnau  and 
Grange  — Capture  of  Friburgh  and  Soleure— 
Retreat  oj  Erlach— Alarming  Mutinies  among 
the  Soldiers , who  majfacre  fever al  of  their 
Officers — Landfturm—InfurreClion  of  the  Popu- 
lace at  Bern — Abolition  of  the  Government  and 
EJiablifhment  of  a Provifional  Committee  — 
Attack  of  Laupen , Neunec , and  Gummenen — ^ 
Total  Defeat  of  the  Swifs  Army , and  Surrender 
of  Bern  — Efcape  of  Steiguer  — Majfacre  of 
Erlach— Inftances  of  Swifs  Heroifm — * Change  of 
the  Helvetic  Confederacy  — Reftflance  of  the 
/mailer  Cantons— Final  Subjugation  of  Switzer - 
land— New  Divifions  and  Government . 

TOURING  thefe  negotiations  an  alarming 
fpirit  of  dilaiTedion  had  fpread  among  the 
troops*  On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  Erlach, 
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after  ineffectually  attempting  to  obtain  the 
renewal  of  his  full  powers,  returned  to  the  army, 
which  he  found  in  a flate  of  infubordination  and 
mutiny.  Reports  were  circulated  by  the  French 
agents,  that  their  leaders  were  corrupted,  and 
had  fold  them  to  the  enemy ; feveral  battalions 
revolted ; even  fome  of  the  officers  refufed  to 
march,  and  confternation  and  difir  uft  fpread 
through  the  ranks.  With  extreme  difficulty 
Erlach  compofed  the  ferment,  prepared  for  a 
defperate  refiflance,  fhould  he  be  attacked  on 
the  expiration  of  the  armiflice  ; and  as  he  flill 
had  under  his  command  20,000  troops,  and  as 
the  Swifs  contingents,  though  enjoined  only  to 
cover  their  refpeftive  territories,  would  have 
co-operated  with  his  army,  on  the  firfl  dawn  of 
fuccefs,  his  efforts  might  yet  have  delivered 
Switzerland. 

In  this  interval  the  ultimatum  of  the  govern- 
ment being  rejected  by  Brune,  a new  order  was 
difpatched  to  Erlach,  empowering  him  to  exe- 
cute his  plan  of  attack,  on  the  expiration  of  the 
armiflice.  But  this  order  was  fcarcely  iffued  to 
the  troops,  by  whom  it  was  received  with  enthu- 
fiafm,  than  a counter-order  was  tranfmitted,  as 
a new  conference  was  opened  with  the  French 
general 
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It  Is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  indignation  and 
defpair  which  thefe  contradictory  orders  excited 
among  the  troops,  many  of  whom  had  actually 
inarched  to  the  attack.  They  withdrew  all 
confidence  from  their  officers,  confidered  them 
as  accomplices  in  the  deftruCtion  of  their,'  coun- 
try ^ numbers  indignantly  quitted  their  ftand- 
ards,  and  Erlach,  induced  to  aCt  on  the  defenfive, 
waited  with  anxious  folicitude  the  event  of  the 
negociations. 

But  the  government,  deceived  by  the  infidious 
delays  and  equivocal  expreffions  of  Brune,  and 
infatuated  with  the  opinion  that  their  terms 
would  be  accepted,  either  neglected  fending 
intelligence  to  Erlach  that  the  conferences  were 
broken  off,  or  the  deputies  from  Payerne  did 
not  reach  Bern  till  it  was  too  late  to  apprife  him 
that  Brune  had  rejeded  their  ultimatum.  In 
huff,  oppofite  accounts  arrived  hourly  from  the 
capital ; contradictory  orders  were  iffued  ; the 
agents  of  Brune  and  Schawembourg  induftrioufly 
fpread  reports  of  the  prolongation  of  the  armif- 
tice  ; the  greateft  confufion  prevailed  among  the 
troops ; the  generals  were  without  concert,  and 
the  officers  knew  not  whom  to  obey.  Hence  the 
Swiis  army  was  taken  unawares ; the  French  were 
at  the  gates  of  Friburgh,  while  the  magiftrates 
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were  immerfed  in  deep  ; the  important  pods  of 
Lengnau  and  Grange,  which  covered  Soleure, 
were  furprifed  ; and  the  firft  notice  which  Erlach 
received  of  the  renewal  of  hodilities  was  the 
defeat  of  his  right  and  left  wings. 

The  extraordinary  circumdances  which  led  to 
thefe  events  are  detailed  by  a French  officer*, 
who  lerved  in  the  army  of  Bern,  and  received 
his  information  from  General  Graffenreid  him- 
felf. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  armidice,  at  ten  in 
the  evening,  General  Graffenreid,  who  com- 
manded the  right  wing  of  the  Swifs,  dationed  at 
Buren,  expefled  every  moment  an  attack  from 
the  French,  on  the  fide  of  Soleure,  which  was 
covered  by  the  drong  pods  of  Lengnau  and 
Grange.  Lengnau  was  defended  by  750  Ober- 
landers,  Grange  by  the  advanced  guard  ot  the 
troops  of  Soleure  and  Bern,  under  Gibelin. 
In  this  moment  of  fufpenfe  an  edafette  from 
General  Schawembourg  arrived  at  the  head- 
quarters of  Graffenried,  with  a meffage,  import- 
ing, that  the  plenipotentiaries  from  the  cantons 
of  Bern,  Soleure,  and  Friburgh  had  repaired  to 
the  head-quarters  of  General  Brune,  and  were 
engaged  in  arranging  an  accommodation.  Graf- 

* Danican,  Conquete  de  la  Suifle  par  le  General  Brune. 
CaiTandre,  p.  48. 
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fenried,  truding  to  this  intelligence,  difpatched 
orders  to  the  commanders  at  Lengnati  and 
Grange  not  to  commit  hodilities.  Thefe  orders 
were  taken  into  consideration  by  a council  of 
officers  at  Grange,  Several  of  whom  were  of 
opinion  it  was  only  a feint,  and  that  even  Should 
negociations  be  renewed,  it  would  be  more 

prudent  to  remain  under  arms,  and  not  Solely 
trull  to  French  faith. 

During  thefe  difcuffions,  a French  officer, 
taken  near  the  advanced  pods,  was  brought  to 
Gibelin,  and  being  queftioned,  declared  he  was 
deputed  by  General  Schawembourg  to  the  pod 
of  St.  Jofeph,  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood. 
Since  the  negociations  were  renewed  with  the 
three  cantons,  and  an  armidice  concluded. 
cc  The  French  general/5  he  added,  cc  who  com- 
mands  in  that  quarter,  and  has  orders  to 
<c  attack  at  break  of  day,  is  unacquainted  with 
this  event.55 

The  Swifs  generals,  duped  by  thefe  accounts, 
ordered  their  troops,  who  were  fatigued  with 
eight  days5  incedant  duty,  into  their  refpe&ive 
cantonments.  Between  three  and  four  in  the 
morning  the  French  attaked  the  whole  line  from 
Dornec  to  Friburgh  ; the  pod  of  Lengnau  was 
furprifed  and  carried,  and  the  French  column 
marched  rapidly  towards  Grange.  But  Gibelin, 
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roufed  by  the  roar  of  the  cannon  at  Lengnau, 
had  time  to  colled  his  troops,  and  made  an 
obilinate  refinance.  Although  his  force  did  not 
exceed  1200  men,  and  the  French  amounted 
to  feveral  thoufands,  he  did  not  retire  until  he 
had  fuftained  a conflid  of  fix  hours,  and  found 
that  1200  frelh  troops,  whom  he  expeded,  did 
not  arrive.  He  retreated  into  a wood : the 
French,  meeting  with  little  oppofition,  advanced 
to  the  wails  of  Soleure,  and  Schawembourg,  in 
terms  of  unexampled  ferocity,  demanded  the 
furrender  of  the  town  *. 

While  the  magiffrates,  intimidated  with  this 
menace,  were  hefitating,  their  terror  was  in- 
creafed  by  a ftratagem.  Two  couriers,  in  the 
livery  of  Bern,  galloped  to  the  gate  of  the  town, 
and,  being  admitted,  exclaimed,  that  Bern  had 
furrendered  to  the  vidorious  troops  of  General 
Brune.  This  account  fpread  general  alarm : 

* u The  Executive  Directory  orders  me,’*  he  fays, 
4‘  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  town  ; if  I meet  with  the 
u lead  refiftance,  or  a tingle  drop  of  blood  be  fpilt, 

the  members  of  the  government  fhall  anfwer  for  it 
ie  with  their  heads  ; and  I mull  fee  this  executed  in  the 
“ moft  inexorable  manner.  Notify  the  will  of  the 
et  Directory  to  the  members  of  your  government.  X 
s:  grant  you  half  an  hour  to  determine,  after  which  time 
“ I fhall  burn  your  town  and  put  the  gurrifon  to  the 
ii  fword.” 
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1 200  men,  who  were  on  the  point  of  joining 
Gibelin,  difperfed  in  an  inftant  ; the  faction 
devoted  to  France,  though  fniaii,  was  augmented 
by  the  timid  and  wavering.;  and  in  lefs  than  an 
hour  Soleure  capitulated. 

Situated  in  the  centre  of  the  army,  Erlach 
was  furprifed  at  the  fuddennefs  of  this  attack, 
and  kept  in  check  by  a feint  of  General 
Schawembourg.  On  receiving  information  that 
Friburg  and  Soleure  had  furrendered,  to  avoid 
being  flanked,  he  retreated  towards  the  capital, 
concentrated  his  forces,  and  occupied  a ffrong 
Ime,  extending  from  Frauenbrunnen  to  the 
north,  on  the  high  road  between  Bern  and 
Soleure,  and  palling  through  the  intermediate 
ports  of  Laupen,  Gummenen,  Aarberg,  Frie- 
nifberg,  and  Schepfen,  to  Neunec  on  the  weft, 
between  Friburgh  and  Bern.  This  retreat 
before  a foreign  army,  unexampled  in  the  annals 
of  Switzerland,  increafed  the  fury  of  the  foldiers, 
and  heightened  their  diftruft  in  their  officers. 
Ihe  militia  of  Arau  indignantly  quitted  the 
army,  and  their  example  was  followed  by 
numbers  in  the  right  wing,  under  the  command 
of  General  Buren.  The  troops  of  the  central 
divifion,  who  had  repulfed  feveral  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  retreated  in  fallen  defpair  : the  furprife 
and  (laughter  of  the  battalion  at  Lengnau,  the 
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capture  of  Soleure  and  Friburgh  without  refin- 
ance, and  the  order  for  an  inflant  retreat,  were 
confidered  as  proofs  of  treachery ; and  this  fpirit 
of  fufpicion  was  inflamed  by  printed  letters 
circulated  by  the  French  agents,  aliening  that 
the  Swifs  were  betrayed  by  their  officers  *. 
They  rofe  in  a body  at  Nidau,  and  were  with 
difficulty  prevented  from  affaffinating  Colonel  de 
Crofs : they  no  longer  liftened'  to  the  orders  of 
their  leaders  \ but  uttered  the  moft  direful 
Imprecations  againfl  their  commander.  The 
left  wing  alone  retaining  fome  degree  of  fubon 
dination,  though  gloomy  and  defponding,  occu- 
pied the  firong  ,pofts  of  Neunec,  Laupen,  and 
Gummenen. 

On  the  3d  the  general  confufion  was  increafed 
by  founding  the  alarm-bell  throughout  the 
country,  which  overfpread  the  roads  with  fwarms 
of  peafants  of  all  ages,  and  women,  ill  armed 
and  without  order. 

Late  in  the  evening,  large  bodies  of  the  left 
wing  mutinied,  and  tumultuoufiy  deferting  their 

* Danican  aflerts,  that  the  French  agents,  taking 
the  advantage  of  a high  wind,  threw  many  of  thefe 
papers  from  the  top  of  a fteeple  into  the  Bernefe  camp  ; 
Caffandre,  p.  87.  and  Mallet  du  Pan  declares,  that  above 
2000  Bernefe  foldiers  received  fimilar  notes,  hating  the 
perfidy  of  General  d’Erlach. 
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ports  at  Gum  men  en  and  Laupen,  wounded  feve* 
ral  of  their  officers,  and  marched  to  the  gates  of 
the  capital ; difregarding  the  intreaties  of  the 
magirtrates,  they  demanded  new  leaders,  broke 
their  officers,  and  then  re-eledled  them.  On  the 
following  morning,  after  apparently  returning 
to  a fenfe  of  their  duty,  they  were  again  inflamed 
by  the  perfidious  reprefentations  of  traitors  ; in 
a hidden  paroxyfm  of  fury  they  maflacred  Colo- 
nels Stettler  and  Ryhiner,  their  commanding 
officers,  deaf  to  the  intreaties  of  de  Steiguer’s 
niece,  a beautiful  young  woman,  who  threw 
herfelf  between  the  chiefs  and  their  aflaffins. 
They  had  no  fooner  committed  this  a<ft  of  enor- 
mity, than,  ftruck  with  remorfe,  they  returned 
to  their  ports,  and  fought  with  unexampled 
bravery. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  horrors,  the  French 
party  gained  a total  afcendancy  at  Bern ; and 
the  populace,  inrtigated  by  a report  that  the 
magiftrates  had  fold  their  city  to  the  French 
Biredlory,  tumultuoufly  feized  the  arfenal,  and 
abolifhed  the  exifting  government.  The  magi- 
ftrates were  compelled  to  abdicate  ; and  a new 
provifional  regency,  with  the  exclufion  of  thofe 
perfons  to  whom  Brune  objedled,  was  haftily 
eft  abli  filed. 
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Hoping  to  conciliate  the  French  general,  the  new 
magiftrates  haftened  to  notify  this  change  in  the  go- 
vernment, and  offered  to  diiband  their  troops,  pro- 
vided the  French  would  not  quit  the  pods  they  then 
occupied.  But  Brune,  apprifed  of  the  confufion  and 
anarchy  which  prevailed  in  the  city  and  army,  re- 
jected this  offer,  and  required  that  Bern  fhould  ad- 
mit a French  garrifon.  Even  the  members  of 
the  revolutionary  government  did  not  venture  to 
brave  the  fury  of  the  people,  by  furrendering  the 
capital  to  the  French  commanders,  whofe  perfidy 
they  now  detected,  and  iffued  orders  for  a general 
attack.  At  the  clofe  of  this  fatal  day,  the  venerable 
avoyer  Steiguer  folemniy  depofed  the  infignia  of  his 
office,  and,  accompanied  by  his  brother  and  family, 
haftened  to  Frauenbrunnen,  where  he  joined  Ge- 
neral d’Erlach. 

The  army  of  Bern  now  deft ined  to  make  a final 
effort  for  expiring  liberty,  was  reduced  to  a melan- 
choly ftate  of  infubordination  and  weaknefs  ; it  con- 
fided of  only  14,000  men,  enraged  againft  their  of- 
ficers, and  difunited  among  themfelves  ; while  the 
contingents  flood  aloof,  and  refufed  to  act  with  fo 
diforganifed  a body.  With  this  final!  number  of  did 
affedled  troops,  Erlach,  well  aware  of  bis  defperate 
fituation,  prepared  to  encounter  40,000  veterans, 
flufhed  with  conqueft,  and  in  a high  date  of  difci- 
pline.  In  reply  to  Danican,  who  made  fome  obferv- 
ations  on  the  conduct  of  Brune,  he  exclaimed,  “ I 

expedt  nothing  but  dishonour  or  death.5*  And  in 
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the  morning  of  the  conflict,  he  faid  to  his  aid  de- 
camp, ct  I have  feen  the  fun  rife,  but  (hall  never  fee 
<c  it  fet his  prefence  of  mind,  however,  did  not 
forfake  him  ; he  made  the  mod  fkilful  difpofitions, 
and  performed  the  part  of  a general  and  a foldier. 

At  one  in  the  morning  General  Rampon  attacked 
Laupen,  Neunec,  and  Gummenen ; he  was  repulfed 
at  Gummenen,  but,  after  an  obdinate  refiftance, 
diflodged  the  Swifs  from  the  two  other  pods,  and 
entrenched  himfelf  in  a wood  above  Wangen,  only 
two  leagues  from  the  capital.  Gradenried,  having 
received  a reinforcement  of  1500  men,  collected  his 
troops,  forced  the  entrenchments,  drove  the  enemy 
from  pod  to  pod,  and  from  wood  to  wood,  beyond 
the  ravine  of  Neunec,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat 
three  leagues,  with  the  lofs  of  2000  men,  and  feve- 
ral  pieces  of  artillery.  His  brave  troops,  dulhed 
with  fuccefs,  and  eager  to  profecute  their  vidtory, 
were  rapidly  advancing  to  the  recovery  of  Friburgh, 
when  he  received  orders  to  fufpend  hodilities,  as 
Bern  was  in  the  podeflion  of  the  French.  The 
troops  heard  this  intelligence  with  rage  and  indig- 
nation, accufed  their  leader  of  falfehood  and  treach- 
ery, and  diibelieved  the  orders,  until  he  had  read 
them  not  lefs  than  dfty  times.  He  gradually  mol- 
lified their  refentment,  and  they  finally  feparated9 

and  returned  home  in  for  row  and  defpair  *. 

* 

* An  account:  of  this  gallant  action  is  given  by  GrafFen- 
ried  himfelf,  who  was  Quarter-mafter-General  of  the  Army 
of  Bern  ; it  is  publiihed  in  the  Hamburgh  Politifches  Jour- 
nal for  May  1798,  p.  461. 
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The  capture  of  Bern  was  preceded  by  the  total 
defeat  of  the  main  body,  under  General  d’Erlach, 
who,  with  lefs  than  7000  men,  withftood  the  re- 
peated  affaults  of  General  Schawembourg,  at  the 
head  of  18,000.  Under  him  the  avoyer  Steiguer 
fought  in  the  ranks,  and  animated  the  troops,  by 
his  exhortations  and  example,  to  deeds  of  valour 
not  furpaifed  by  their  heroic  anceftors.  The  poll 
of  Frauenbrunnen  being  forced,  Erlach  rallied  his 
men,  and  was  repeatedly  compelled  to  yield  to  fu- 
perior  numbers : being  driven  from  one  pofition  he 
took  another  ; after  four  defperate  engagements,  he 
refilled  a fifth  affault  under  the  walls  of  Bern, 
and  did  not  finally  abandon  the  contell  till  his  little 
army  had  loll  2000  men,  and  the  troops  of  Brune 
and  Schawembourg  were  on  the  point  of  uniting, 
while  the  capital  was  unprepared  to  withftand  a fiege. 
Bern  furrendered  to  the  fir  ft  fummons  of  General 
Brune,  and  a tree  of  liberty  was  planted  in  his 
prefence.  Within  the  city  the  fury  of  the  populace 
was  controlled  by  the  prefence  of  an  armed  force  ; 
but  the  broken  remains  of  the  retreating  army  com- 
mitted the  moll  horrid  excelfes,  afiafiinated  feveral 
officers,  and  the  two  adjutant-generals  Kroufaz  and 
Gumoens. 

Through  thefe  frantic  hordes  of  difbanded  foi- 
diery,  Steiguer  and  Erlach  were  haftening  towards 
the  mountains  of  Haffi  and  Oberland,  where  the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Thun  offer  an  impregnable 
retreat,  and  whither  had  been  conveyed  large  quan* 
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tities  of  arms  and  ammunition,  thirty  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, and  a confiderable  treafure.  The  venerable 
avoyer,  in  difguife,  and  led  by  a peafant,  paffed 
unknown  through  crowds  of  his  enraged  country- 
men, and  along  roads  infelted  with  the  light  troops 
of  the  enemy,  and  reached  the  lake  of  Thun,  after 
a walk  of  five  leagues  ; repofmg  himfelf  for  a fhort 
time  on  the  trunk  of  a tree,  he  croffed  Mount  Bru- 
nig  into  the  canton  of  Underwalden,  and  found  a 
refuge  at  Bregenz,  in  the  Auftrian  territories 

Erlach,  after  miraculoufly  efcaping  from  the  re- 
peated affaults  of  the  enemy,  was  haftening  towards 
the  mountains  of  Oberland,  undaunted  with  defeat, 
and  infpired  with  hopes  of  collecting  his  fhattered 
forces,  to  make  another  effort.  Recognifed  by 
feme  draggling  foldiers  near  Mufingen,  upon  the 
high  road  between  Bern  and  Thun,  he  was  in- 
ftantly  feized,  bound,  and  placed  in  a cart,  with  an 
intention  of  conveying  him  to  the  capital ; but 
another  defperate  band  affaulted  him,  and,  amidft 
reproaches  and  execrations,  maffacred  him  with 
their  bayonets  and  hatchets. 

The  French  generals  acknowledge  that  the  Swifs 
fought  with  unparalleled  bravery,  and  that  the  fub- 
jeClion  of  Bern  was  the  confequenee  of  a mofl  bloody 
conflict,  in  which  the  militia,  levied  in  a mafs,  and 
without  experience,  gave  the  ftrongefl  proofs  of 

* This  venerable  and  intrepid  patriot  did  not  long  fur- 
vive  the  fall  of  his  country;  he  died  at  Augfburg  in  Decem- 
ber 1799,  aged  70. 
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courage  and  defpair.  cc  Many  of  thofe  brave 
people,”  faid  the  French  officer  who  delivered  the 
Swifs  dandards  to  the  Diredory, “ without  any  arms 
66  but  fcythes  and  clubs,  placing  themfelves  at  the 
4C  mouths  of  the  cannon,  were  mowed  down  with 
grape  fhot ; and  rejeded  the  quarter  which  we 
offered  them  from  humanity.” 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  detail  the  numerous  in- 
dances  of  magnanimity  and  heroifm  difplayed  by 
thefe  brave  defenders  of  their  expiring  liberty ; but 
1 cannot  omit  one  glorious  effort,  which  furpaffes 
the  memorable  facrifice  of  the  Spartans  at  Thermo- 
pylae. Eight  hundred  youths  devoted  themfelves 
to  death  : overpowered  by  numbers,  they  refu fed 
quarter ; feven  who  efcaped  the  firft  carnage  dis- 
dained to  furvive  their  brothers  in  arms,  and,  ruffl- 
ing into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  perifhed  under  the 
ruins  of  their  country.  In  thefe  bloody  conflids 
not  only  the  men  difplayed  unparalleled  bravery, 
but  even  women  ru filed  into  the  heat  of  the  battle, 
threw  themfelves  on  the  cannon  of  the  enemy,  and 
clung  to  the  wheels  to  prevent  them  from  advancing. 

It  affords  a melancholy  fubjed  of  regret  that  fuch 
defperate  efforts  of  heroifm  were  rendered  unavail- 
ing ; and  the  hiftory  of  this  fatal  cataftrophe  plainly 
refutes  the  affertion,  that  the  people  in  the  canton 
$>f  Bern  were  diffatished  with  their  government. 

The  fubjugation  of  Bern  fpeedily  decided  the  fate 
of  Switzerland.  Notwithflanding  the  renewal  of 
the  Helvetic  Confederacy  at  the  diet  of  Arau,  and 
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the  folemn  oath  taken  by  each  deputy  In  the  name 
of  his  date,  to  defend  their  liberties  to  the  lad 
extremity,  only  5500  troops  marched  to  join  the 
army  of  Bern,  and  of  them  not  a Tingle  foldier 
appeared  in  the  field  of  battle  ; an  omen  of  fpeedy 
fubjection.  Bafle  had  previoufly  feparated  from 
the  antient  confederacy,  Zuric,  Soleure,  Friburgh, 
and  Schaffhaufen  indantly  accepted  the  new  com 
flitution,  and  Lucern,  after  difplaying  fome  figns 
of  inelFeftual  oppofition,  was  reduced  to  fubmiffion. 
i-ive  of  the  little  cantons  alone  maintained  a mo- 
mentary druggie,  defeated  the  French  troops  fent 
to  fubdue  them,  and  compelled  Schawembourg 
to  refpedt  their  independence,  and  to  conclude  a 
treaty,  by  which  he  engaged  not  to  interfere  with 
their  government.  In  perfidious  violation  of  this 
treaty,  he  marched  to  Lucern  with  a confiderable 
army,  and  detaching  Uri,  Schweitz,  Zug,  and 
Glarus,  and  the  upper  didrift  of  Underwalden, 
attacked  the  lower  didrift  with  his  whole  force, 
exterminated  this  fmall  remnant  of  Swifs  patriots, 
and  fecured  the  fubmidion  of  the  natives  by  an  un- 
exampled carnage  *. 

Thus  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  was  didolved  ; 
Geneva,  Mulhaufen,  Bienne,  and  the  bifhopric  of 
Bade,  were  annexed  to  France ; the  remainder  of 
the  country,  except  the  Grifons,  modelled  into  a 
republic  one  and  indivifible,  divided  into  eighteen 

* For  an  account  of  this  carnage  fee  the  note  in  Letter  26. 
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departments  *,  and  governed  by  a fenate,  a great: 
council,  and  five  directors,  who  firft  aftembled  at 
Arau,  and  were  afterwards  transferred  to  Lucern. 

During  the  campaign  of  17  99  Part  Switzer* 
land  experienced  a momentary  deliveiance  fiom 
French  oppreffion  \ but  from  the  unfortunate  mif- 
underftanding  between  the  Courts  of  Peterfburg 
and  Vienna,  the  whole  country  again  fell  under 
fubjedion  ; and  the  diredorial  government  was 
re-  eftablifhed. 

This  government,  however,  was  of  Inort  dura- 
tion ; the  diffolution  of  the  dire&orial  power  in 
France  was  followed  by  a limilar  innovation  in 
Switzerland  ; and  a provifional  government  was 
eftablifhed,  which  was  firft  feated  at  Lucern,  and 
on  the  progrefs  of  the  Auftrians,  in  17995  re“ 
moved  to  Bern. 

Switzerland  being  wrefted  from  the  combined 
forces,  and  peace  eftablhhed  with  the  Emperor  by 
the  treaty  of  Luneville,  the  french  lt,mbaftador 
tranfmitted  the  plan  of  a new  conftitution,  and  new 
divifions  to  the  provifional  government. 

According  to  this  plan,  Switzerland,  including 
the  country  of  the  Grifons,  was  divided  into  feven- 
teen  cantons,  a table  of  which  is  annexed,  with  the 

* It  was  divided  into  twenty- two  departments,  including 
the  Grifons,  who  were  to  be  compelled  to  enter  into  the  inch- 
vifible  union,  The  country  of  the  Grifons  was  divided  into 
four  cantons  ; but  their  incorporation  did  not  take  place.  See 
the  index  map  of  Switzerland,  according  to  the  new  divi- 
fions, and  the  geographical  tables  of  its  ancient  and  prefent 
date,  at  the  end  of  this  Introduction. 
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number  of  members  deputed  by  each  to  the  new 
Helvetic  Diet.  This  body  confided  of  77  members, 
chofen  by  the  reprefentatives  of  each  diftrid,  and 
affembled  at  Bern,  to  organife  the  new  confth 
tution. 

The  legiflative  authority  was  veiled  in  the  Senate, 
compofed  of  two  Landammans  and  twenty-three 
Counfellors.  The  executive  power  was  lodged  in  a 
little  council  of  four  Senators,  in  which  each  of  the 
Landammans  prefided  in  turn.  The  Landamman 
in  office  was  to  receive  a falary  of  50,000  French 
livres,  and  the  other  Landamman  and  four  CounfeL 
lors  10,000  each.  I he  falaries  of  the  Senators  wrere 
not  to  exceed  6000  livres  *. 

Each  canton  was  governed  by  a Prefed,  nomi- 
nated by  the  Landamman,  and  was  provided  with 
its  interior  adminidration,  which  approved  or  re- 
jeded  the  projeds  of  laws  prefented  by  the  Senate. 

By  the  conditions  of  eligibility  univerfal  fuffrage 
was  abolifhed ; and  no  perfon  admitted  to  any 
public  office,  unlefs  he  was  a proprietor  of  land, 
or  exercifed  an  independant  profeffion,  and  paid  a 
contribution  to  the  public  burdens,  the  amount  of 
which  was  regulated  by  each  canton. 

The  members  of  the  diet  being  chiefly  perfons 
of  violent  and  revolutionary  principles,  introduced 

* The  attachment  pf  the  people  of  Switzerland  to  their 
antient  government  has  been  revived  by  contrafling  its 
ceconomy  with  the  profufe  expenditure  of  the  revolutionary 
fyftem,  by  which  the  public  burdens  have  been  increafed  in 
tenfold  proportion. 
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feveral  changes  in  the  articles  of  this  conflitution 
which  were  oppreffive  to  the  people,  and  tended  to 
render  the  executive  power  nearly  abfolute.  Their 
vexatious  proceedings,  and  unbounded  profufion, 
irritated  the  nation,  and  many  of  the  citizens  of 
Bern  who  were  chofen  members  of  the  EleClive 
Affembly,  commenced  their  oppofition  by  refufing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government, 
which  was  framed  in  the  revolutionary  language. 
Their  example  was  followed  by  the  deputies  of  the 
fmall  cantons,  among  whom  Alois  Reding,  Deputy 
from  Schweitz,  and  Muller,  Deputy  from  Uri, 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  firm  and  fpirited 
refinance  to  every  meafure  detrimental  to  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  and  threatened  to  fecede  from  the 
diet. 

The  executive  power-,  alarmed  at  this  unexpected 
refinance,  attempted  to  conciliate  the  little  cantons 
by  admitting  their  deputies  to  the  diet,  without 
taking  the  oath,  though  they  refuted  the  fame  ex- 
emption to  the  deputies  of  Bern. 

It  is  however  but  juilice  to  add,  that  this  diet, 
almoft  unanimoufly,  refufed  its  confent  to  the 
ceffion  of  the  Vallais  demanded  by  France.  Hav- 
ing thus  offended  France,  and  difguifed  the  Swifs 
nation,  the  adherents  of  the  old  government, 
who  are  {fill  numerous  in  Switzerland,  drove  thefe 
defpots  from  the  helm,  with  the  acquiefcence, 
though  not  at  the  inffigation  of  France  ; and  a 
counter  revolution  took  place  in  Offober  lad, 
which  diffolved  the  diet,  and  re-edabliflied  the  pro- 
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vifional  government  as  it  exifted  before  the  29th  of 
May.  The  effeds  of  this  change  are  falutary  to 
the  welfare  of  Switzerland  ; the  moll  violent  revo- 
lution's are  removed  from  the  offices  of  power,  and 
their  places  fupplied  by  perfons  generally  attached 
to  the  antient  government. 

The  fate  of  Switzerland  is  flill  doubtful  and  un- 
certain. The  majority  of  all  ranks  are  eager  to 
reflore  the  antient  order  of  things,  and  zealous  to 
refifl  any  further  difmemberment  of  their  territo- 
ries. How  far  their  efforts  may  be  favoured,  by 
the  conclufion  of  a definitive  peace,  time  only  can 
difcover.  It  is  however  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
interceffion  of  foreign  powers,  and  the  moderation 
which  feems  to  have  taken  place  in  the  counfels  of 
France,  may  reflore  this  once  free  and  happy  country 
to  its  former  independence  and  integrity  *.  ' 

* The  principal  events  recorded  in  this  Hiflorical  Sketch, 
bdides  private  and  authentic  information,  are  drawn  from 
tiie  following  works,  which  have  been  carefully  examined 
and  compared The  Official  Documents  publilhed  by  the 
French  Government.  ~ Bulletin  Helvetique  for  1798,  pub- 
liffied  at  Laufanne.  — Leonard  Meifter  ueber  den  gang  der 
politifchcn  Bewegungen  in  der  Schweiz.  — Poffelt’s  Neuefte 
Weltkunde  for  1798  ; and  Gefchichte  der  Helvetifchen  Re- 
volution, in  his  Europaifche  Annalen  for  1798;  ift,  3d, 
and  5th  Number. — Helvetifcher  Revolutions  Almanack  for 
1 799.  — Hamburgh  Politifches  Journal,  which  contains  many 
curious  particulars  relating  to  the  fubjedion  of  Switzerland, 
Part  I.  tor  1 798.  — Danican  Conquete  de  la  Suilfe  par  le 
General  Brune,  in  Caflandre,  ou  quelques  Reflexions  fur  hi 
Revolution  Fran^oife,  et  la  Situation  aduelle  de  PEurope, 
Chapitre  deux. — Mallet  du  Pan,  Effiii  Hiftorique  fur  le 
Deftrudion  de  la  Ligue  et  de  la  Liberte  Helvetiques,  Mer- 
cure  Britannique,  No.  1,  ’ 2 , 3. — Coup  d’ceil  Politique  fur 
le  Continent.  Chapitre  7.-— Dilfolution  of  the  Swifs  Con- 
federacy, in  Planta’s  excellent  Hiftory  of  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy, vol.  ii.  ch.  10.— 
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§ For  the  tables  relative  to  the  ancient  dates  of  Switzerland* 
i am  principally  indebted  to  Planta’s  excellent  Hiftory  of  the  Hel- 
vetic Confederacy. 
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Square 

geogra- 

phical 

Miles. 

Population- 

!Contin- 

gent 

Sovereigns. 

Bremgarten  -jp  | 

Mellingen  3 

Schwartzenburgh  -f  S 
Morat  * / 

Gran fon  * ( 

M 

Ul 

O 

5 3 000 

4-OjOoo 

C Zuric,  Bern,  and 
l Glarus 

^ Bern  and  Friburgh. 

Orbe  and  Efchaiens 
Bellinzona  + ^ 

Riviera  or  Polefe  -j*  C 

110 

33,g°o 

53,000 

) Uri,  Schweitz,  and 

Val  di  Blenzo  J-  J 

Lugano  -j* 

205 

400 

1 Underwalden. 

Locarno  J* 

263 

30,000 

2CO 

) All  the  Cantons  ex® 

V al  Adaggia  -f~ 

1 58 

24,000 

IOO 

j cept  Appenzel. 

Mendrifio  f 

67 

1 6,000 

IOO  1 

CONFEDERATED  STATES. 


Square 

geogra- 

phical 

Miles. 

Population 

Contin- 

gent. 

The  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen 

Alte  Landfchaft  j- 
Toggenburgh  J 

The  City  of  St.  Gallen  * 

Town  and  Territory  of  Bienne  * 
Mulhaufen  * 

124 

188 

144 

45, coo  7 
46,000  3 
8,300 

5>5°° 
8,000  j 

1000 

200 

200 

ALLIES. 

The  Grifon  Leagues  J 

Their  Subjedl  Provinces  + 

The  Valais  -j- 
Neuchatel  and  Valengin  * 

Geneva  * 

Part  of  the  Bifhopric  of  Bath  allied  7 
to  the  Cantons  * f 

2304 

960 

1280 

240 

88 

106 

350.000 

3 00,000 

100.000 
40,500 

34.000 

24.000 

SOVEREIGNS  under  the  Protetfion  of  the  FOREST 

CAN  TONS. 

i tie  Abbot  ot  Engelberg  -j-  j 2,8 

Gerfau  -j-  | 

4,500 

1,000 
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A TABLE  of  the  SWISS  DEPARTMENTS  or  CANTONS* 

according  to  the  Divifion  of  1798,  in  alphabetical  Order. 


Cantons. 


i.  Arg 


au. 


2.  Baden. 

3.  Bade. 

4.  Bellinzona. 


1 


Bern. 


6.  Leman. 


7.  Linth. 

8.  Lucern. 

9.  Lugano. 


10.  Oberland.  ^ 

11.  Sarine  and  Broie. 

12.  Schaffhaufen,  \ 

13.  Sentis. 

14.  Soleure. 

15.  Thurgau. 

16.  Waldftaetten. 

17.  Vallais. 

18.  Zuric. 


The  north-eaftern  Part  of  the  ) 
Canton  of  Bern  - ) 

The  County  of  Baden,  the  Free  '* 
Bailiages,  and  a fmall  Portion  ( 
of  the  fouth-weftern  Part  of  { 
Zuric  J 

The  ancient  Canton  of  Bade  - 
The  Bailliages  of  Bellinzona,  ? 
5 Riviera,  and  Val  Leventina  $ 
The  central  and  weftern  Part  of  ) 
the  ancient  Canton,  with  the  ~ 
Diftridl  of  Schwartzenburgh 
The  Pays  de  Vaud,  the  Diffrifts 
of  Aigle  and  Bex,  the  Bailli- 
age  of  Orbe  and  Granfon,  and 
the  fouth  weiiern  Part  ot  the  j 
Jura  - 

The  Canton  of  Glams,  and  the  ^ 
Bailliages  of  Wallenftadt  - J 
The  ancient  Canton  of  Lucern 
The  Bailliages  of  Lugano,} 
Mendrifio,  and  Balerna,  and  f 
Locarno  J 

The  fouthern  Diftrifl  of  the  | 
Canton  of  Bern 


•si 


V 

( 

I 

J 


The  antient  Canton  of  Friburgh 
The  ancient  Canton  of  Schaff-  ) 
haufen  3 

The  Canton  of  Appenzel,  the 
Town  of  St.  Gallen,  and  the 
Dominions  of  the  Abbot 
The  ancient  Canton  of  Soleure 
iThe  Bailliage  or  County  of  ] 

! Thurgau  - 3 

jThe  Cantons  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  J 
Underwalden,  and  Zug  - ^ 

The  Upper  and  Lower  Vallais 
;Molt  of  the  antient  Cantons ; 
including  the  Town  of  Win- 
terthur - 


Chief  Towns. 
Arau. 

Baden. 

Bade. 
Bellinzona. 

Bern. 


Laufanne, 

Glarus. 

Lucern, 

Lugano. 

Thun. 

Friburgh. 

Schaffhaufen. 

St.  Gallen. 

Soleure. 

Frauendeld. 

Schweitz. 

Sion. 

Zuric. 


Geneva,  Bienne,  Mulhaufen,  and  the  whole  Bifhopric  of  Bade, 
are  incorporated  with  the  Dominions  of  the  French  Republic. 

A TABLE 
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A TABLE  of  the  DEPARTMENTS  or  CANTONS  of  SWIT- 
ZERLAND, according  to  the  Confutation  of  the  29th  of  Ma y, 
i ho  1,  with  the  proportional  Number  of  Reprefentatives  deputed 
by  each  to  the  Diet. 


I 

Bern,  in  its  former  extent,  except  the  Pays  de  Vaud  and  Argo  vie 

9 

2 

Zuric,  in  its  former  extent  - 

8 

3 

Lucern,  idem  * - 

5 

1 

4 

Uri,  idem  - 

5 

Schvveitz,  idem 

1 

6 

Underwalden,  idem  - - - ... 

1 

7 

Zug,  idem  - - 

1 

8 

( Glarus,  with  the  addition  of  the  Bailliages  of  Sargans,  Wer-  7 
£ denbqrg,  Gafter,  Uznac,  and  Rappenfchweil  - j 

5 

9 

5 Appenzel,  with  the  addition  of  the  Tockenburgh,  St.  Gal-  7 

1 len,  and  the  Rheinthal  - - j 

6 

10 

Soleure,  in  its  former  extent  - - 

z 

1 1 

\ Friburgh,  with  the  addition  of  the  Bailliages  of  Moral,  and  \ 

\ Schwartzenburgh  - _ j 

4 

1 2 

{ Bade,  with  the  addition  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Frickthal  to  i 
l Seek  ingen  - . i 

3 

*3 

Schafthaufen,  re-united  with  Thurgovie  - _ 

6 

*4 

) Argovic,  re-united  with  Baden,  and  with  the  Upper  Part  of 7 
) the  Frickthal  - - . - « j 

6 

>5 

The  Pays  de  Vaud,  in  its  former  extent  - 

/ 

1 6 

The  Grifons  * - - _ 

6' 

*7 

The  Italian  Bailliages  - - j 

5! 

That  Part  of  the  Vallais  which  will  not  be  ceded  to  France,  is  to  be 
united  with  one  of  the  neighbouring  Cantons  j*. 

* The  Grifons  were  extremely  averfe„to  be  incorporated  with  the  Helvetic  Republic  5 
violent  commotions  enfued,  and  their  acquiescence  is  only  Secured  by  force. 

-f-  The  ceffion  of  the  Vahais  is  Still  an  object  of  contention,  and  nothing  but  the 
mefiftible  power  of  France  will  compel  the  Swifs  to  fubmit  to  its  difmemberment 


ADDITIONS 


ADDITIONS  TO  VOLUME  THE  FIRST. 
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Note  to  Page  25. 

THE  fubje&s  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Gallen  amounted  to 
not  lefs  than  90,000.  His  dominions  comprifed,  firft,  the 
ancient  territory  of  the  abbey  (Alte  LandfchafFten) ; fecondly^ 
the  country  of  Tockenburgh.  That  county  was  purchafed, 
in  1468,  by  Ulric  abbot  of  St.  Gallen,  from  the  laft  count, 
who  died  without  iffue  male.  As  the  people  pofTeffed  very 
confiderable  privileges,  and  the  abbot  was  defirous  of  extending 
his  prerogatives,  frequent  difputes  arofe,  which  increafed  after 
the  Reformation,  \yhen  part  of  the  inhabitants  embraced  the 
Proteftant  dodtrines.  Thefe  difputes  were  frequently  renewed  ; 
the  abbot  was  fupport&d  by  the  Catholic,  the  people  by  the 
Proteftant,  cantons;  and  in  1709  a civil  war  broke  out  in 
Switzerland,  which  is  ufually  called  the  war  of  the  Tocken- 
burg,  and  was  terminated,  in  17  1 2, by  the  pacification  of  Arau. 
In  1718  the  conftitution  of  the  Tockenburg  was  fettled,  in 
widen  the  prerogatives  of  the  abbot  and  the  privileges  of  the 
people  were  precifely  afeertained.  Still,  however,  the  oppo» 
fite  pretenftons  of  the  abbot  and  the  people  produced  occaftonal 
difputes,  and  in  the  eftervefcence  of  the  revolution  the  inhabi- 
tants vied  with  the  Bafilians,  and  the  borderers  of  the  lake  of 
Zuric,  in  their  early  demands  of  emancipation.  They  rofe  in 
January,  paid  the  fum  of  14,500  florins,  the  original  purchafe 
money,  to  the  bailif,  drove  him  from  the  country,  planted  trees 
of  liberty  in  different  parts  of  the  diftridl,  and  even  in  the  midft 

of 
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of  the  abbey.  On  the  3 ift  of  January  the  prince  abbot  quitted 
St.  Gallen,  and  took  refuge  in  the  Brifgau. 

In  the  new  divifion  of  Switzerland,  the  dominions  of  the 
abbot,  and  the  town  of  St.  Gallen,  are  comprifed  in  the  canton 
of  Sends,  of  which  St.  Gallen  is  the  capital. 

The  people  foon  found  the  difference  between  their  new  and 
antient  rulers  ; for  in  the  month  of  May  they  were  fo  difTatiV 
bed  with  their  government,  that  the  French  were  obliged  to 
fend  troops  into  the  country  to  quell  an  infurredtion. 

Note  to  Page  57. 

On  the  2d  of  May  1798,  a French  column  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Trdinet,  after  defeatingthe  Swifs  peafants  on 
the  holders  of  the  lake  of  Zuric,  and  pillaging  and  burning 
feveial  villages,  arrived  at  Einfidlin.  They  found  the  abbey 
defeited  by  all  the  monks  except  one,  and  dripped  of  all  its 
trea fares.  1 he  image  of  the  Virgin  was  fent  to  Paris  as  a 
compan.on  to  that  of  Loretto,  and  General  Schawembourg 
ordered  the  abbey  to  be  inffcantly  demolifhed  in  his  prefenceh 
Planta,  p.  442. 

The  demolition  of  this  building  was  announced  to  the  new 
Helvetic  diet  affembled  at  Aran,  and  is  thus  recorded  in  the 
new  annals  of  Switzerland: 

Citizen  Haas  informed  the  Affembly,  that  General  Schaw- 
embourg had  refolved  to  deftroy  the  convent  of  Einfidlin,  and 
to  preferve  only  fuch  buildings  as  were  neceffary  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture  ; that  no  veflige  of  that  den  of  fanaticifm 
and  fup erflit ion  fhould  remain/* 


Mcniteur , 3 Pralria /,  V An  6. 
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To  conclude  the  Note  in  VoL  I.  Page  321. 

The  refpe&able  abbot  of  Engelberg  died  of  chagrin, 
foon  after  he  received  the  infuiting  letter  of  Mengaud. 
The  unfeeling  condinh  of  the  French  agent,  and  the 
virtues  of  the  venerable  abbot,  are  defcribed  in  a recent 
publication  ; and  the  truth  of  the  account  mull:  forcibly 
ftrike  the  reader,  as  the  author  cannot  be  fufpedted  of 
partiality  to  the  aridocracy  and  clergy  of  Switzerland. 

<6  With  infinite  concern  I read  that  part  of  the  letter 
which  {peaks  of  the  death  of  the  abbot  of  Engelberg, 
Jt  feems  this  venerable  pried  did  not  long  furvive  the 
violent  attack  of  the  commiifary  Mengaud.  * * * 

“ The  image  of  the  venerable  abbot  for  ever  fills  my 
imagination.  His  letter  to  the  French  commiiTary  was 
fo  unlike  the  mefiage  of  a fovereign  prince,  of  a neutral 
and  independent  power,  that  it  was  framed  to  have 
flattered  the  vanity,  and  foftened  the  violence,  of  the 
mod  intrepid  revolutionift,  Alas  ! he  had  been  no  enemy 
to  the  French  revolution  ! — he  loved  mankind  too  well 
to  condemn  an  experiment  in  its  favour  : to  promote 
general  happinefs  was  the  foie  purpofe  of  his  life,  and, 
while  the  abbot  of  Engelberg  exifled,  there  was  at  lead 
one  fovereign  prince  who  lived  only  for  his  people;  who 
for  them  had  corrected  the  frugality  of  Nature  ; who 
had  formed  a paradife  on  the  icy  confines  of  the  world  j 
who  had  excluded  the  moral  winter  of  the  foul,  and, 
while  the  temped  raged  without,  had  opened  a fpring 
of  happinefs  in  every  heart ; * * * # 

who  had  not  only  fcattered  bleffings  in  profufion, 

but  made  his  people  participators  of  his  power.”  * * 

Vql,  I.  ~ e The? 
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“ The  gentle  fpirit  of  the  good  old  abbot  was  not 
proof  again  ft  fuch  a rude  compound  of  ignorance  and 
inhumanity,  .tie  appeared  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of 
a long  and  virtuous  old  age,  but  has  funk  prematurely  to 
the  tomb  ! The  remembrance  of  his  virtues  will  be  for 
€V£r  embalmed  in  my  heart  i he  deeps  fecure  from 
farther  infult  j but  his  convent  becomes  the  prey  of 
revolutionary  inquifitors.”— Sketches  of  the  State  of  Manners 
and  Opinions  in  the  French  Republic  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century. 

Addition  to  the  Account  of  Lava  ter  $ p,  go, 

Lavater  died  in  January  1B01. 
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LETTER,  i. 

■Route  through  the  Black  For  eft — -Source  of  the 

Danube . 

DEAR  SIR?  Bonefchmgen,  July  21,  177 5* 

JAM  now  at  Donefchingen,  in  my  way  icl 
wards  Switzerland  ; a country  long  celebrated 
tor  the  peculiarities  of  its  different  govern- 
ments, and  the  fmgular  beauties  conferred  upon 
it  by  nature.  If  it  will  not  be  trefpaffing  on 
your  patience,  I propofe  to  trouble  you  with 
fome  account  of  my  tour,  for  I am  perfuaded^ 
that  I fhall  travel  with  much  greater  profit  to 
myfelf;  as  the  refledlion  that  my  obfervations 
are  to  be  communicated  to  you,  will  render 
me  more  attentive  and  accurate  in  forming 
them. 

V ol»  I.  B We 
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2 LETTER  i. 

We  quitted  Strafburgh  yefterday,  and  crofted 
the  Rhine  toKehi,  formerly  an  important  fortreE 
belonging  to  Strafburgh  when  an  imperial  city* 
It  was  alfo  ftrongly  fortified  by  the  French,  who 
took  poflefiion  of  it  in  1648  : being  ceded  to  the 
Empire  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwic,  the  Emperor 
configned  it  to  the  houfe  of  Baden,  referving 
to  himfelf  the  right  of  a garrifon.  .Since  that 
period  it  has  been  twice  attacked  by  the  French, 
and  as  during  the  laft  fiege,  in  1733,  the  works 
were  confiderably  damaged,  the  imperial  gar- 
rifon has  been  withdrawn.  At  prefent,  there 
are  only  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  fortifications  5 
and  by  way  of  garrifon,  a few  invalids  belong- 
ing to  the  Margrave  of  Baden.  From  Kehl 
we  proceeded  to  Offenburgh,  a finall  imperial 
town ; and  foon  after,  entered  the  beautiful 
valley  of  Kinfing : we  paffed  through  Gengen- 
bach,  another  fmall  imperial  town,  finely  fitu- 
ated,  and  continued  our  journey  by  the  fide  of 
the  fmall  river  Kinfing ; riling  gradually  for 
feveral  leagues  together,  until  we  found  our- 
felves  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  Black  Foreft.  The 
country,  as  we  afcended,  became  more  wild  and 
romantic,  and  the  river  more  rapid ; on  each 
hand  mountains,  whofe  acclivities  were  finely 
cultivated,  and  whofe  tops  were  richly  covered 
with  a continual  foreft*  Several  fmall  ftreams 
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of  the  cleareft  water  rolled  down  the  Tides  of 
the  mountains,  in  numberlefs  cafcades,  and  unit- 
ing, fell  into  the  Kinfing.  The  views  were  fo 
exceedingly  diverfified,  the  villages  fo  delight- 
rully  fituated,  and  the  cottages  fo  extremely 
piflurefque,  that  we  almoit  feemed  to  have  anti- 
cipated the  romantic  beauties  of  Switzerland* 

' Donefchingen  is  the  principal  refidence  of  the 
prince  of  Furftenberg : in  the  court-yard  of 
whofe  palace,  the  Danube  takes  its  rife*  I am 
this  moment  returned  from  vifiting  the  fpot  5 the 
defcription  of  which  may  be  comprifed  in  a few 
words*  Some  fmall  iprings  bubbling  from  the 
ground,  form  a bafon  of  clear  water,  of  about 
thirty  feet  iquare : from  this  bafon  Ilfues  the 
Danube,  which  is  here  only  a little  brook.  And 
though  the  two  fmall  rivers  of  Bribach  and 
Brege,  uniting  below  the  town,  are  far  more 
confiderable  than  this  ftream,  which  flows  into 
them  foon  after  their  jundlion ; yet  the  latter 
alone  has  the  honour  of  being  called  the  fource 
of  the  Danube.  Having  gone  through  the  ce- 
remony or  finding  acrofs  the  ftream,  in  order 
to  fay,  that  we  had  Jiepped  over  the  Danube, 
we  foon  fatisfied  our  curiofity;  the  object  in 
itfelf  being  by  no  means  extraordinary,  but  de- 
riving its  foie  confideration  from  beiiip-  the 
fource  of  ao  noble  a river.  Indeed,  it  was  this 
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circumftance  alone  that  induced  us  to  entef 
Switzerland  by  the  way  of  Suabia. 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

very  affe&ionately  yours, 

William  Coxe* 
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Arrival  in  Switzerland — S chaff haufen— Fall  of 

the  Rhine . 

/ 

Schauff haufen,  July  iz. 

J FEEL  great  delight  in  breathing  the  air  of 
liberty  : every  perfon  here  has  apparently  the 
mien  of  content  and  fatisfadlion.  The  cleanlL 
nefs  of  the  houfes,  and  of  the  people,  is  peculi- 
arly ftriking ; and  I can  trace  in  all  their  mam 
ners,  behaviour,  and  drefs,  fome  ftrong  out- 
lines, which  diftinguifh  this  happy  people  from 
the  neighbouring  nations*  Perhaps  it  may  be 
prejudice  and  unreafonable  partiality ; but  I am 
the  more  pleafed,  becaufe  their  firft  appearance 
reminds  me  of  my  own  countrymen,  and  I could 
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iJmoft  think,  for  a moment,  that  I was  in  Eng- 
land. 

Schaffhaufen,  a tolerably  well-built  town,  fitu- 
ated  upon  the  northern  fhore  of  the  Rhine,  is  the 
capital  of  the  canton,  and  owes  its  origin  to  the 
interruption  of  the  navigation  of  that  liver  by 
the  catarafl  at  Lauffen : huts  being  at  hi  ft  con- 
ftrufted  for  the  convenience  of  unloading  the 
merchandize  from  the  boats,  by  degrees  in- 
created  to  a large  town.  Schaffhaufen  was  for™ 
merly  an  imperial  city,  and  governed  by  an  arn 
ftocracy : but  it  was  mortgaged  in  1330,  by  the 
Emperor  Louis  of  Bavaria,  to  the  Dukes  of  Au- 
ftria,  and  was  releafed  from  its  dependency  by 
the  Emperor  Sigifmond  when  Frederic  Duke  of 
Auftria  was  put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire. 
In  1501,  it  was  admitted  a member  of  the  Hel- 
vetic confederacy  ; and  is  the  twelfth  canton  in 
rank.  Of  all  the  cantons,  it  is  the  lead  in  fize, 
being  only  five  leagues  in  length,  and  three  in 
breadth  : its  population  is  fuppofed  to  amount  to 
thirty  thoufand  fouls ; of  which,  the  capital  com 
tains  about  fix  thoufand. 

The  whole  number  of  citizens  or  burgeffes 
(in  whom  the  fupreme  power  ultimately  refides) 
Is  about  fixteen  hundred.  They  are  divided  into 

twelve  tribes : and  from  thefe  are  defied  eighty- 
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five  members,  who  form  the  great  and 
council*  To  thefe  two  councils  combined,  the 
adminifiration  of  affairs  is  committed : the  fenate^ 
or  little  council  of  twenty-five,  being  entrufted 
with  the  executive  power,  and  the  great  coun- 
cil, comprifmg  the  fenate,  finally  deciding  all 
appeals,  and  regulating  the  more  important  con- 
cerns of  government. 

The  revenues  of  the  ftate  are  very  incpnfider- 
able,  as  will  appear  from  the  falary  of  the  burgo- 
mafter,  or  chief  of  the  republic;  which  barely 
amounts  to  £.150  per  arm,  The  reformation 
was  introduced  in  1529:  the  clergy  are  paid  by 
the  ftate,  but  their  income  is  fcarcely  fufficient 
for  their  maintenance  ; the  beft  living  being  only 
about  /.  100,  and  the  word  £.40  per  arm . 
The  profeffors  of  literature  alfo,  who  are  taken 
from  the  clergy,  are  paid  by  government ; and 
a ichool  is  fupported  at  the  public  expen ce* 
Sumptuary  laws  are  in  force  here,  as  well  as  in 
rnoft  parts  of  Switzerland ; and  no  dancing  is 
allowed,  except  upon  particular  occafions.  The 
principal  article  of  exportation  is  wine ; of 
which  a large  quantity  is  made,  the  country 
abounding  in  vineyards : and  as  the  canton 
furnifhes  but  little  corn,  it  is  procured  from 
Suabia  in  exchange  for  wine.  In  the  town  there 
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are  a few  manufactures  of  linen,  cotton,  and 
filk. 

It  will  perhaps  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  fe» 
curity  of  the  Swifs  republics,  when  I inform  you, 
that  Schaffhaufen,  although  a frontier  town,  has 
no  garrifon  ; and  that  the  fortifications  are  but 
weak.  The  citizens  mount  guard  by  turns ; 
and  the  people  of  the  canton  being  divided  into 
regular  companies  of  militia,  which  are  exei« 
cifed  yearly,  are  always  prepared  to  aCt  in  de- 
fence of  their  country.  This  canton  has  tome 
troops  in  France,  Sardinia,  and  Holland ; the 
only  foreign  fer vices  into  which  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  Proteftant  cantons  enlift. 

Before  I take  leave  of  this  town,  I muff  not 
omit  mentioning  the  bridge  over  the  Rhine; 
juftly  admired  for  the  Angularity  of  its  architec- 
ture. The  river  is  extremely  rapid,  and  had 
already  deftroyed  feveral  ft  one  bridges  of  tne 
ftrongeft  conftruclion  ; when  a carpenter  of  Ap- 
penzel  offered  to  throw  a wooden  bridge,  of  a 
Angle  arch,  acrofs  the  river,  which  is  near  four 
hundred  feet  wide.  The  magiflrates,  however, 
required  that  it  fhouid  confift  of  two  arches,  and 
that  he  fhouid  for  that  purpofe  retain  the  middle 
pier  of  the  old  bridge.  The  architect  was 
obliged  to  obey  ; but  he  has  contrived  to  leave 
it  a matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  bridge  derives 
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any  fupport  from  the  middle  pier  ; and  whether 
. it  would  not  have  been  equally  fafe  if  formed 
folely  of  one  arch. 

It  is  a wooden  ftrudture,  and  is  what  the 
Germans'  call  a hangewerk,  or  hanging  bridge;, 
the  tides  and  top  are  covered  ; the  road,  which 
Is  aimoft  level,  is  not  carried,  as  ufual,  over  the 
top  of  the  arch ; but  is  let  into  the  middle, 
and  there  fufpended.  The  pier  is  not  in  a right 
line  with  the  buttrefles ; as  it  forms  an  obtufe 
angle  pointing  down  the  ft  ream,  being  eight 
feet  out  of  the  rectilinear  direction.  The  dis- 
tance of  this  middle  pier  from  the  (bore  next  to 
the  town,  is  a hundred  and  feventy-two  feet, 
and  from  the  other  fide,  a hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ; in  all,  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  feet  ^ 
making  in  appearance  two  arches  of  a furprifmg 
. width,  and  forming  a beautiful  perfpeclive  when 
viewed  at  fome  diflance.  A man  of  the  flighted 
weight  feels  it  almofl  tremble  under  him  ; yet 
waggons  heavily  laden  pafs  without  danger.  It 
has  been  compared  to  a tight  rope,  which 
trembles  when  flruck,  but  Hill  prefer ves  its  firm, 
and  equal  tendon.  I went  under  this  bridge  to 
examine  its  mechanifm,  and  was  pleafed  with  the 
fimplicity  of  the  architecture : I was  not  capable 
of  determining  whether  it  reds  upon  the  middle 
pier,  but  many  judges  affirm  that  it  does  not. 

On 


On  confidering  the  greatnefs  of  the  plan,  and 
the  boldnefs  of  the  conftruclion,  it  is  matter  of 
aftonifhment  that  the  architect  was  originally  a 
carpenter,  without  the  lead  tincture  of  literature, 
totally  ignorant  of  mathematics,  and  not  verfed 
in  the  theory  of  mechanics.  The  name  of  this 
extraordinary  man  was  Ulric  Grubenman,  a na- 
tive of  Tuffen,  a fmall  village  in  the  canton  of 
Appenzel.  PofTelfed  of  great  abilities,  and  a 
furprifmg  turn  for  the  practical  part  of  me- 
chanics, he  raifed  himfelf  to  great  eminence  p 
and  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  mod 
ingenious  architects  of  the  prefent  century.  The 
bridge  was  finifhed  in  lefs  than  three  years,  and 
cod  ninety  thoufand  florins 

This 

# About  £.  8000  terling. — Mr.  Andreas,  in  bis  Letters 
upon  Switzerland,  has  given  two  engravings  of  this  bridge, 
to  which  he  has  added  a very  accurate  defcription  of  its 
mechanical  contruCtion,  communicated  by  Mr.  Jetzler  of 
Schaffhaufen.  In  this  defcription  he  repreferrts  it  as  confut- 
ing of  two  arches,  and  refting  upon  the  middle  pier.  Seve- 
ral perfons  well  [killed  in  architecture,  maintained  a contrary 
opinion ; and  in  the  former  editions  I was  induced  to  adopt  it, 
from  the  following  reafons.  The  architect  himfelf  conftantly 
maintained,  that  the  bridge  was  not  fupported  by  the  pier  ; 
his  nephew,  who  was  employed  in  its  contraction,  confirmed 
the  fame  ahertion;  and  as,  at  firt,  it  did  not  even  touch  the 
pier,  it  mut  therefore,  at  that  time,  have  been  conhdered  as 
forming  but  one  arch.  I mut,  however,  candidly  own,  that 
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This  morning  we  rode  about  a league,  to  the 
Fall  of  the  Rhine  at  Lauffen.  Our  route  lay 
over  the  hills  which  form  the  banks  of  the  river : 
the  environs  are  pifturefque  and  agreeable ; the 
river  beautifully  winding  through  the  vale* 
Upon  our  arrival  at  Lauffen,  a fmall  village  in 
the  canton  of  Zuric,  we  demounted,  and  ad- 

in  my  fubfeauent  vifits  to  Schaffhaufen  in  1785  and  1786., 
I had  reafon  to  change  my  opinion.  At  thofe  periods  the 
bridge  was  fupported  on  piles,  in  order  to  undergo  a 
thorough  repair.  Mr.  Spengler,  a native  of  the  town,  and 
lately  returned  from  Ruffia,  where  he  had  palled  many  years 
in  the  capacity  of  an  architect,  fortunately  difcovered,  that 
much  ill-feafoned  wood  having  been  employed  in  its  con- 
itrudtion,  many  of  the  timbers  were  abfolutely  decayed  ; 
and  that  one  fide  had  greatly  fwerved  from  its  original  di- 
rection. This  ingenious  art  id,  after  having  expatiated  on 
the  fimplicity  and  boldnefs  of  the  defign,  informed  me,  that 
the  bridge  undoubtedly  conlifts  of  two  arches ; and  that 
although  Grubenmati,  of  whofe  abilities  he  fpoke  with  de- 
ferved  encomium,  affe&ed  to  place  the  timbers  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  refemble  but  one  arch,  and  always  afferted  that 
it  was  not  fupported  by  the  pier ; yet  that  the  whole  fabric 
would  undoubtedly  have  fallen,  if  that  pier  had  been  taken 
away.  He  obligingly  ihewed  me  his  plan  for  repairing  the 
bridge,  and  for  {Lengthening  it  by  means  of  additional  tim- 
bers, in  order  to  render  it  able  to  fupport  its  own  weight, 
when  the  piles  Ihould  be  removed. 

Vid.  Brief e aus  der  Schweiz  nach  Hannover  gefchriehen . 
Zuric,  1776. 

This  bridge  was  dellroyed  by  the  French  in  1799?  when 
they  were  driven  from  Schaffhaufen  by- the  Auftrians. 
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dancing  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice  which 
overhangs  the  Rhine,  looked  down  perpendicu- 
larly upon  the  catarad,  and  faw  the  river  tum- 
bling over  the  Tides  of  the  rock  with  amazing 
violence  and  precipitation.  From  hence  we  de= 
fcended  till  we  were  fomewhat  below  the  upper 
bed  of  the  river,  and  flood  clofe  to  the  fall ; fo 
that  I could  almoft  have  touched  it  with  my 
hand.  A fcaffolding  is  ereded  in  the  very  fpray 
of  this  tremendous  catarad,  and  upon  the  moil: 
fublime  point  of  view : the  fea  of  foam  rufhing 
down ; the  continual  cloud  of  fpray  fcattered  to 
a great  diftance,  and  to  a confiderable  height j 
in  (hort,  the  magnificence  of  the  whole  fcenery 
far  furpaffed  my  mofl  fanguine  expedations,  and 
exceeds  all  defcription.  Within  about  an  hun- 
dred feet  of  the  fcaffolding,  two  crags  rife  in  the 
middle  of  the  fall : the  nearefl  is  perforated  by 
the  continual  adion  of  the  river,  and  the  water 
forces  itfelf  through  in  an  oblique  diredion,  with 
inexpreffible  fury,  and  an  hollow  found.  Having 
contemplated  the  awful  fublimity  of  this  won- 
derful landfcape,  we  defcended,  and  eroded  the 
river,  which  was  extremely  agitated. 

Hitherto  I had  only  viewed  the  catarad  ob- 
liquely ; but  here  it  opened  by  degrees,  and  dis- 
played another  pidure,  which  I enjoyed  at  my 
leifure,  as  I fat  down  upon  the  oppodte  bank, 
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The  moft  {hiking  objects  were,  the  caftle  of 
Lauffen,  erected  upon  the  very  edge  of  the 
precipice,  and  projecting  over  the  river ; near 
it,  a church  and  fome  houfes ; a clump  of  cot- 
tages clofe  to  the  fall ; in  the  back  ground, 
rocks,  planted  with  vines,  or  tufted  with  hang- 
ing woods ; a beautiful  little  hamlet  upon  the 
fummit,  fkirted  with  trees ; the  great  body  of 
water  that  feemed  to  rufii  out  from  the  bottom 
of  the  rocks ; the  two  crags  boldly  advancing 
their  heads  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  fall,  and  in  the 
very  point  of  its  fteepeft  defcent,  their  tops  fea- 
thered with  fhrubs,  and  dividing  the  cataraCf 
into  three  principal  branches.  The  colour  of 
the  Rhine  is  extremely  beautiful,  being  of  a 
clear  lea-green,  and]  I remarked  the  fine  effeCt 
of  the  tints,  when  blended  with  the  white  foam 
in  its  defcent.  There  is  a pleafmg  view  from  an 
iron  fo underv  clofe  to  the  river,  which  is  dam- 
med up,  in  order  to  prevent  its  carrying  away 
the  works  and  neighbouring  cottages : by  means 
of  this  dam  a fmall  portion  of  the  river  is  di- 
verted, turns  a mill,  and  forms  a little  filver 
current,  gliding  down  the  bare  rock,  and  de- 
tached from  the  main  cataraCL  Below  the  fall 
the  river  widens  confiderably  into  a more  ample 
bafon ; at  the  fall,  the  breadth  feemed  to  be 
about  three  hundred  feet*  With  refpeCl  to  its 
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perpendicular  height,  travellers  differ : thofe 
\Vho  are  given  to  exaggeration  reckon  it  a hun- 
dred Feet ; but  I fliould  imagine  about  fifty  or 
fixty  feet  will  be  nearer  the  truth*  I flood  for 
feme  time  upon  the  brink  of  the  catarafl,  be- 
held with  admiration,  and  liflened  in  fiience ; 
then  croffed  the  river ; remounted  my  horfe ; 
and  returned  to  Schaffhaufen. 

Some  writers  have  afferted  that  the  Rhine  pre- 
cipitates itfelf  in  one  iheet  of  water,  and,  as  I be- 
fore obferved,  from  a perpendicular  height  of  a 
hundred  feet*  In  former  ages  this  might  be  the 
fact ; as  it  is  probable  that  the  fpace  between  the 
banks  was  once  a level  rock,  and  confiderably 
higher,  and  that  the  river  has  infenfibly  under- 
mined thofe  parts,  on  which  it  broke  with  the 
utmofl  violence : for,  within  the  memory  of 
feveral  inhabitants  of  this  town,  a large  rock 
has  given  way,  that  has  greatly  altered  the  view. 
Indeed  I am  convinced  that  the  perpendicular 
height  of  the  fall  diminifhes  every  year,  by  the 
continual  friction  of  fo  large  arid  rapid  a body  of 
water,  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  two  crags, 
which  now  rife  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  river,  will 
in  time  be  undermined  and  carried  away.  The 
Rhine,  for  fome  way  before  the  fall,  even  near 
the  bridge,  dafhes  upon  a rocky  bottom,  and 
renders  all  navigation  impoffible. 

I am,  &c« 


( *4  ) 


LETTER  3,  " ' 

ifle  of  Reich  emu — Conflance — Genevan  Ejlablijh * 
merit - — Ifle  of  Meinau—Lake  of  Conflance . 

Conftance,  July  24. 

"Y  ESTERDAY  morning  we  quitted  Schaff- 
haufen,  and  eroded  the  Rhine  at  Dieffen- 
hoffen,  a fmall  town  in  Thurgau  ; a country  de- 
pendent upon  the  eight  antient  cantons : from 
thence  to  Stein  the  road  lay  by  the  fide  of  that 
river.  Stein  is  an  independent  town  under  the 
protection  of  Zuric,  but  governed  by  its  own 
laws  and  magiflrates.  At  this  place  we  took  a 
boat  to  carry  us  to  Conflance.  A little  above 
Stein  the  river  widens  confiderably,  and  forms 
the  inferior  lake  of  Conflance,  or  the  Zeller  See  ; 
which  is  divided  into  two  branches : from  Stein 
to  Conflance  is  about  fixteen  miles,  and  from 

the  latter  to  Zell,  its  greatefl  breadth,  about 
ten. 

A fine  breeze  foon  carried  us  to  the  ifland  of 
Reichenau,  which  belongs  to  the  bifhop  of  Con- 
flance : It  is  about  three  miles  long,  and  one 
broad ; contains  about  fixteen  hundred  inhabit- 
ants, all  Catholics,  three  parifhes,  one  village, 

and 
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and  a rich  abbey  of  Benedi&ines,  of  which  the 
biifaop  of  Conftance  is  abbot.  The  fuperior 
was  exceedingly  civil,  and  (hewed  us  all  the  relics 
and  curiofities  of  the  convent : among  the  latter 
was  a curious  tooth  of  Charles  Le  Gros.  That 
monarch,  who  was  emperor  and  king  of  France, 
and  who  poffefTed  dominions  as  extenfive  as  thofe 
of  Charlemagne,  lived  to  want  the  common  ne„ 
ceffaries  of  life,  and  to  depend  for  his  fubfiftence 
upon  the  charity  of  an  archbiftiop  of  Mentz.  He 
was  publicly  depofed  in  887,  at  a meeting  of  the 
principal  French,  German,  and  Italian  barons, 
whom  he  himfelf  had  fummoned  : after  having 
languished  a year,  in  extreme  want  and  mifery, 
he  died  at  a fmall  village  near  Mentz,  in  Ger- 
many, and  his  remains  were  conveyed  to  this 
convent.  The  next  remarkable  curiofity,  was 
an  emerald,  as  it  is  called,  of  an  extraordinary 
fize,  which,  according  to  the  annals  of  the  con- 
vent, was  a prefent  from.  Charlemagne.  Take 
its  dimenfions,  and  then  judge  whether  it  can 
be  an  emerald : it  has  four  unequal  Tides  \ the 
longed:  is  near  two  feet,  and  the  broadeft  about 
nine  inches ; it  is  one  inch  thick,  and  weighs 
about  twenty-nine  pounds.  The  fuperior  va- 
lued it  at  /.  4500;  but  if  it  is,  as  I conjecture, 
nothing  more  than  a tranfparent  green  J path - 
finer,  its  value  will  be  reduced  to  a few  ihii- 
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ings.  Upon  our  return  to  the  inn,  where  Wd 
dined,  we  found  a prefent  from  the  fuperior,  more 
valuable  to  us  than  all  the  relics  and  curiofities 
of  his  convent ; two  bottles  of  excellent  wine, 
the  growth  of  the  ifland,  which  is  almoil  a con^ 
tinued  vineyard. 

In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Conftance;  the 
fituation  of  which  upon  the  Rhine,  between  the 
two  lakes,  is  moft  delightful.  I was  much  af» 
fedled  with  the  folitary  appearance  of  a town 
once  fo  fiourifhing  in  commerce,  and  fo  cele- 
brated  in  the  annals  of  hiflory.  A dead  ftillnefs 
reigns  throughout ; grafs  grows  in  the  princi- 
pal ftreets  5 in  a word,  it  wears  the  melancholy 
afpefl  of  being  almoft  totally  deferted,  and 
fcarcely  contains  three  thoufand  inhabitants^* 
This  city  has  endured  a fad  reverfe  of  fortune : 
it  was  formerly  in  alliance  with  Zuric  and  Balle^ 
and,  fupported  by  their  affiftance,  expelled  the 
bifhop,  and  embraced  the  reformation.  But 
the  proteftant  cantons  being  worded  in  1 3 5 1 * 
and  the  league  of  Smalcade,  of  which  Conftance 
was  a-  member,  being  defeated  by  Charles  V. 
the  town  was  obliged  to  iubmit  to  the  emperor, 
and  re-admit  the  Catholic  religion.  From  this 
period  it  loft  its  independence,  and  being  ne- 
glected by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  fell  by  degrees 

- into  its  prefent  ftate ; exhibiting  to  feme  of  the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  Swifs  cantons,  an  indru&ive  con« 
trad,  which  muft  fenfibly  endear  to  them  their 
own  invaluable  happinefs,  in  the  commerce  and 
liberties  which  they  enjoy. 

We  paid  a vifit  to  the  chamber  where  the 
council  of  Conflance  was  held  in  1415,  and  had 
the  honour  of  fitting  in  the  two  chairs,  in  which 
fat  pope  John  XXIII.  #,  and  the  emperor  Sigif- 
mond ; if  any  honour  can  be  derived  from  a 
turbulent  ecclefiadic,  and  a perjured  fovereign. 
By  a fentence  of  this  council,  the  celebrated 
reformer  John  Hufs,  trading  to  the  protection 
of  the  emperor,  who  violated  his  word,  was 
burnt  as  an  heretic.  The  houfe  is  dill  fhewn 
where  he  was  feized ; upon  the  walls  is  his 
head,  carved  in  done,  but  now  almod  defaced ; 
with  an  infcription  under  it  in  German.  Jerome 
of  Prague,  his  difciple,  had  the  weaknefs  to  re* 
cant  before  the  fame  council ; but  this  weaknefs 
was  amply  compenfated  by  the  greatnefs  of  foul 
with  which  he  again  retraced  this  recantation, 
and  by  the  calm  and  intrepid  magnanimity  which 
he  difplayed  in  his  lalt  moments  at  the  dake. 
From  the  top  of  the  cathedral  we  had  a fuperb 
view  of  the  town,  and  of  the  two  lakes  \ with 


* He  was  depofed  in  this  council. 
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the  rugged  Alps  of  Tyrol  and  Appenzel,  their 
tops  covered  with  perpetual  fnow. 

Condance  may  again  become  a commercial 
town,  through  the  permiflion  granted  by  the- 
emperor,  to  the  emigrants  from  Geneva,  of 
fettling  and  carrying  on  their  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, with  very  coniiderable  privileges*  Mefifrs* 
Roman  and  Meilly,  watchmakers  of  Geneva^ 
were  the  firfl  perfons,  whom  the  troubles  of  their 
native  republic  drove  to  Condance,  Ihey  re- 
ceived from  the  emperor  the  following  immu- 
nities for  themfelves  and  countrymen. 

The  right  of  purchafmg  or  building  houfes ; 
free  exercife  of  religion,  entirely  independent  of 
the  Catholic  clergy ; the  power  of  erefling  a 
tribunal  for  the  purpofe  of  deciding  all  affairs 
relative  to  their  manufactures  and  commerce; 
exemption  from  ferving  rin  the  militia  and  quar- 
tering foldiers,  from  all  contributions  during  the 
fpace  of  twenty  years,  from  duties  on  their  tools 
and  utenfils ; the  ftandard  of  the  gold  and  filver 
employed  in  their  manufactures  to  be  invariably 
fixed.  Thefe  favourable  terms,  figned  on  the 
30th  of  June  1 7 85,  attracted  fo  many  fettlers 
to  Condance,  that  in  my  fecond  vifit  to  this 
place,  on  the  25th  of  October  1787,  the  new? 

colony  of  Genevans  confided  of  feventy  fa- 
milies. 


Conftance . * 9 

milies,  comprifing  three  hundred  and  fifty 
perfons ; among  thefe  were  fifty-four  watch- 
makers, who  had  introduced  the  different 
branches  of  manufacture  which  belong  to  their 
trade.  Four  hundred  watches  were  already 
finifhed,  and  above  fourteen  hundred  more  were 
preparing. 

The  emperor  has  alfo  granted  to  Mr.  Macaire 
the  convent  of  Dominicans  lately  fecularized, 
towards  edablifhing  a manufacture  of  printed 
linens  and  cottons.  The  refeCtory  is  appro- 
priated for  the  chapel  of  the  new  colony. 

I did  not  omit  vifuing  a fmall  dungeon,  about 
eight  feet  long,  fix  broad,  and  feven  high,  in 
which  John  Hufs  was  confined,  wherein  I ob- 
ferved  the  very  ftone  to  which  he  had  been, 
chained.  I entered  it  however  with  very  differ- 
ent fenfatlons  from  thofe  which  I experienced  in. 
1776,  when  this  convent  was  the  afylum  of 
monkifh  fuperftition.  It  is  now  the  feat  of 
trade  and  induflry  ; and  it  muft  fugged  a plead- 
ing reflection  to  a philofophic  mind,  that  a 
fucceflfor  of  Sigifmond,  who  violated  his  word, 
fhould  have  configned  to  a reformed  eftablifh- 
ment  that  very  convent  in  which  the  Bohemian, 
divine  was  imprifoned,  and  from  which  he  was 
led  to  the  (take,  and  that  the  mod  enlarged 
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principles  of  toleration  fhould  be  manifefted  In 
the  fame  fpot,  where  perfecution  was  inculcated 
by  precept  and  example.  It  is  the  triumph  of 
reafon  and  religion  over  bigotry  and  intolerance. 

I am  juft  returned  from  a pleafant  expedition 
to  the  fmall  ifland  of  Meinau,  In  a bay  of  the 
fuperior  lake  : this  iiland,  about  a mile  in  cir~ 
cumference,  belongs  to  the  knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic order.  The  bailiff  (hewed  us  the  houie  of 
the  commander,  which  is  prettily  fituated,  and 
has  a fine  profpect  of  the  lake,  but  contains 
nothing  remarkable  except  the  cellars,  which  are 
well  flocked  with  wine ; an  article  from  which 
the  chief  revenue  of  the  commandery  arifes.  Our 
good  friend  the  bailiff  was  very  free  in  offering 
it ; and  we,  not  to  appear  infenfible  of  his  civi- 
lity, were  conftrained  to  tafte  feveral  different 
forts,  which  he  fucceffively  prefented,  always 
praifmg  the  laft  as  the  oldeft  and  moft  exqui- 
fite.  The  wine  was  indeed  excellent,  the  glaffes 
large,  and  a formidable  row  of  enormous  calks 
iiill  remained  untafted ; fo  that,  after  having 
duly  extolled  feveral  fpecimens,  we  found  it  ex- 
pedient to  decline  the  farther  folicitations  of  out 
generous  hoft : for,  had  we  performed  the  whole 
ceremony,  we  mull  have  taken  up  our  abode  in 
the  caftie  for  the  night. 
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We  fet  fail  about  two  hours  ago  from  Con- 
fiance.  This  fuperior  lake,  or,  as  it  is  feme- 
times  called,  the  Boden  See , is  about  fifteen 
leagues  in  length  and  fix  in  its  greateil  breadth : 
it  is  one  of  the  great  boundaries  that  feparate 
Switzerland  from  Germany.  The  borders  con* 
fill  of  gently  rifing  hills ; on  the  left  hand 
Suabia,  and  on  the  right  Thurgau,  with  a va- 
riety of  fcattered  towns,  villages,  and  mona- 
fleries : the  form  of  the  lake  inclines  to  an  oval, 
and  the  water  is  of  a greenifli  hue.  I am  now 
writing  aboard  the  veflel,  and  have  been  for 
fome  time  in  vain  attempting  to  diftinguifli 
(what  fome  travellers  have  affirmed  to  be  difi 
cernible)  the  waters  of  the  Rhine  from  thofe  of 
the  lake.  The  river  in  its  courfe  from  the  fu- 
perior lake,  being  exactly  of  the  fame  beautiful 
greenifh  colour  as  the  inferior  lake  into  which 
it  flows ; it  is  evident  that  the  one  can  never  be 
diflinguiflied  from  the  other.  Probably,  upon 
its  fir  11  entrance  into  the  fuperior  lake  it  is 
troubled,  and  confequently,  for  fome  way,  its 
current  may  eafily  be  traced  : but  it  purifies  by 
degrees,  and  becomes  an  indiftinfl  part  of  the 
great  body  of  water. 

This  lake,  like  all  the  other  lakes  of  Switzer- 
land, is  confiderably  deeper  in  fummer  than  in 
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winter ; a circumftance  owing  to  the  firft  melt- 
Ing  of  the  fnow  from  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains : it  abounds  in  filh  of  various  forts*  Yef- 
terday  evening,  in  our  expedition  to  Meinau, 
there  was  fcarcely  a breeze  ftirring,  and  the  lake 
was'  as  fmooth  as  chryftal : a briik  gale  has  now 
raifed  a fine  curl  upon  the  furface,  and  the  fur- 
rounding landfcape  forms  an  affemblage  of  the 
mod  beautiful  objedts.  In  fhort,  the  feveral 
views  which  prefent  themfelves  are  fo  truly  en- 
chanting, as  to  make  me  regret  every  moment 
that  my  eyes  are  called  off  from  the  delightful 
fcenes.  You  will  not  wonder,  therefore,  if  I 
am  tempted  to  bid  you  adieu  fomewhat  ab- 
ruptly® 

Yours,  &c. 

P.  S.  The  following  defcription  of  the  great 
trout,  which  frequents  all  the  Swifs  lakes,  but 
more  particularly  abounds  in  the  lake  of  Con- 
fiance,  was  communicated  by  Thomas  Pennant* 
Efq.  This  fpecies  of  trout  is  called  in  this 
neighbourhood  Illankin , and  by  Linnaeus,  Sahm 
Lacufiris . The  head  is  conical,  and  larger  in 
proportion  than  that  of  a falmon.  The  dorfa! 
fin  has  twelve  rays  ; pedtoral,  fourteen  ; ventral 
and  anal,  twelve  each*  The  under  jaw,  in  full- 
grown  fifh,  ends  in  a blunt  hook®  I he  colour* 

as 
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as  low  as  the  lateral  line,  of  a deep  blue,  bright- 
ening  as  it  approaches  the  line  ; beneath  that,  of 
a filvery  white.;  all  the  upper  part  is  fpotted 
irregularly  with  black,  lhis  kind  glows  to  the 
weight  of  forty  or  forty-five  pounds. 

Thefe  fifties  quit  the  deeps  of  the  lake  m 
April,  and  go  up  the  Rhine  to  depofit  their 
fpawn.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ftiores  form  wears 
acrofs  the  river,  in  which  they  take  them  in  their 
paflage.  They  are  alfo  caught  in  nets.  The 
fifhery  lafts  from  May  to  September ; the  fifties 
men  avoid  taking  any  on  the  return,  as  they  are 
then  very  lean  and  quite  exhaufted.  In  Iprmg 
and  fummer  their  flefti  is  of  a fine  red,  and  very 
delicate ; but  after  they  have  fpawned,  it  turns 
white  and  becomes  very  indifferent.  They  feed 
on  fifh,  worms,  and  infedls  ; and  are  particularly 
deflrudive  to  the  graylings.  Their  great  enemy 
is  the  pike,  which  will  attack  an  lllankin  four 
times  as  large  as  itfelf.  for  a further  account^ 
the  reader  may  confult  the  elegant  Iflhyologie 

by  Mr.  Block,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 55?  w^°  *s  t^e  ^ n ^ 
naturalift  that  has  given  a fatisfaffoiy  account  of 

this  gigantic  fpecies. 
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St.  G alien — Canton  of  Appenzeh 

July  26 . 

]|  W RITE  to  you  from  the  midft  of  the  Alps* 
under  the  fhade  of  a grove  of  beeches,  while 
a clear  dream  of  water,  flowing  at  my  feet,  forms 
a natural  cafcade  down  the  rock.  I have  juft 
made  a hearty  meal  upon  fome  bread  and 
cheefe ; a moil  delicious  repaft,  after  walking 
fix  miles  over  the  mountains  of  Appenzeh 

We  this  day  quitted  St.  Gallen,  and  walked  to 
Appenzeh  The  country  is  Angularly  wild  and 
romantic;  confiding  of  a continued  feries  of 
hills  and  dales,  vallies  and  mountains,  the  tops 
of  which  are  crowned  with  mod  luxuriant  pas- 
tures. I could  not  have  conceived  it  podible, 
without  having  been  an  eye-witnefs,  that  any 
didrict  within  the  fame  compafs  could  have  ex- 
hibited fo  numerous  a population  ; the  hills  and 
vales  being  thickly  ftrewed  with  hamlets,  feat- 
tered  at  a fmall  didance  from  each  other.  The 
piflurefque  mountains,  the  foreds,  the  currents 
which  we  eroded,  over  bridges  refembling  thofe 
I have  obferved  in  fome  of  the  bed;  landfcapes, 
added  to  the  beauty  of  the  feenes,  and  diverfified 
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every  Hep  with  the  mod  pleafmg  objefts.  After 
having  repofed  for  a fhort  time  in  this  delightful 
fpot,  I cannot  employ  myfelf  more  to  my  fatif- 
fa&ion  than  by  continuing  my  journal. 

In  my  lad  letter  I took  my  leave  of  you  upon 
the  lake  of  Condance  : we  landed  at  Rolhach,  a 
fmall  burgh  in  the  dominions  of  the  abbot  of 
St.  Gallen,  agreeably  fituated  in  the  midd  of  a 
bay  at  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  a riling  hill,  richly  covered  with  wood  and 
padurages.  From  Roihach  we  went  to  St.  Gal- 
len, the  whole  territory  whereof  does  not  exceed 
a mile  and  a half  in  circumference ; and  includ- 
ing the  town  contains  near  eight  thoufand  inha- 
bitants. Every  thing  was  alive  ; all  perfons  wore 
the  appearance  of  indudry  and  activity ; exhibit- 
ing a driking  oppofition  to  Condance,  which  we 
had  jud  quitted. 

The  abbot  and  town  of  St.  Gallen  are  both 
allies  of  the  Swifs  cantons,  and  each  enjoys  the 
privilege  of  fending  deputies  to  the  general  diet. 
The  abbot  of  St.  Gallen  is  titular  prince  of  the 
German  empire,  and  is  chofen  by  the  feventy- 
two  Benedictines,  who  compofe  this  chapter. 
He  formerly  poffeffed  the  fovereignty  of  the 
town ; but  the  inhabitants  (hook  off  his  autho- 
rity, and  became  independent : the  various 
difputes  which,  fince  that  period,  have  arifen 

between 
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between  the  two  rival  parties,  have  been  com- 
promifed  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Swifs  can- 
tons. The  town  is  entirely  Proteftant,  and  its 
government  arifto-democratical : the  fubjeCts  of 
the  abbot  (whofe  territory  is  very  extenfive)  are 
moftly  Catholics.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the 
abbey  in  which  the  prince  refides,  is  htuated 
clofe  to  the  town,  and  in  the  midfl  of  its  terri- 
tory ; as  the  town  is  alfo  entirely  furrounded  by 
the  polfeiTions  of  the  prince. 

The  town  owes  its  flour  idling  Hate  to  the  urn* 
common  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  a 
very  extenfive  commerce,  arifing  chiefly  from 
manufactures  of  linen,  muflin,  and  embroidery. 
In  a place  fo  entirely  commercial,  I was  aftonifhed 
to  find  the  arts  and  fciences  cultivated,  and  lite- 
rature in  high  efleem.  In  the  library  there  are 
thirteen  volumes  in  folio,  containing  manufcript 
letters  of  the  Aril  German  and  Swifs  reformers® 
Luther  ends  a letter  to  Melancthon  as  follows  3 

Pejlis  eram  vlvus , martens  ero  mors  lua , Papg,, 

Thefe  letters  would  probably  throw  much  light 
on  the  hiftory  of  the  reformation. 

The  library  belonging  to  the  abbey  is  very 
numerous  and  well  arranged ; and,  among  a 
number  of  monkifh  manufcripts,  contains  feve- 
ral  of  the  claffic  writers,  which  engaged  my  chief 

attention. 
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attention.  To  this  library  we  owe  Petronius 
Arbiter,  Silius  Italicus,  Valerius  Place  us,  and 
Quintilian,  copies  of  which  were  found  in  i f 13* 
it  was  formerly  very  rich  in  curious  manufciipiS  . 
but  feveral  being  borrowed,  during  the  council 
of  Conflance,  by  the  cardinals  and  bifhops,  were 
never  returned. 

The  tranfition  from  the  abbot  of  St.  Gallen.  to 
the  canton  of  Appenzel  will  not  appear  abrupt, 
as  Appenzel  once  belonged  to  the  abbot : the 
inhabitants,  however,  being  loaded  with  exor- 
bitant and  oppreflive  taxes,  revolted  in  1400, 
and  maintained  their  independence  with  the  def- 
perate  courage  of  a fpirited  people,  who  hght 
for  their  liberties*  In  1452  they  entered  into  a 
perpetual  alliance  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
Swifs  republics,  and  in  1513  were  admitted  into 
the  Helvetic  confederacy  : they  hold  the  lad 
rank  among  the  thirteen  cantons. 

Before  the  reformation  the  whole  canton  was 
under  one  government ; but  fince  that  period, 
part  of  the  inhabitants  having  embraced  the 
Proteflant  religion,  and  the  other  part  continu- 
ing Catholics,  violent  difputes  were  kindled  be- 
tween them ; which,  after  much  conteft,  were 
at  length  compromifed.  By  an  agreement  in 
1 597?  canton  was  divided  into  two  por- 
tions y Rhodes  Exterior , and  Rhodes  Interior : 

it 
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it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  former  fhould  be  ap, 
propriated  to  the  Proteflants,  and  the  latter  to 
the  Catholics.  Accordingly  the  two  parties 
feparated,  and  formed  two  republics ; their  go- 
vernment, police,  and  finances,  being  totally  in- 
dependent of  each  other.  Each  diflrid  fends  a 
deputy  to  the  general  diet : the  whole  canton* 
however,  has  but  one  vote,  and  lofes  its  fuffrage 
if  the  two  parties  are  not  unanimous.  In  both 
divifions  the  fovereign  power  is  veiled  in  the 
people  at  large ; every  male,  who  is  paft  fix- 
teen,  having  a vote  in  their  general  affembly* 
held  yearly  for  the  creation  of  their  magiflrates 
and  the  purpofes  of  legiflation,  and  each  voter 
is  obliged  to  appear  armed  on  that  particular 
occafion.  The  Landamman  is  the  firft  magi- 
ftrate : in  each  diflrid  there  are  two,  who  admi- 
nifter  the  office  alternately,  and  are  confirmed 
yearly.  They  have  each  a council,  which  poE 
feffes  jurifdidion  in  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  has 
the  care  of  the  police,  the  management  of  the 
finances,  and  the  general  adminiflration  of  affairs. 
The  Landamman  regent  prefides ; and  the  other* 
during  the  year  in  which  he  is  out  of  office,  is, 
banneret  or  chief  of  the  militia. 

The  Rhodes  Exterior  is  much  larger,  and 
more  peopled  in  proportion,  than  the  Interior ; 
and  the  Proteflants  are  in  general  more  com* 

mercial 
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inercial  and  induftrious  than  the  Catholics.  1 he 
Proteftants  are  fuppofed  to  amount  to  thirty- 
feven  thoufand ; the  Catholics  to  twelve  thou- 
fand  : an  extraordinary  number  in  fo  fmail  a 
canton,  entirely  mountainous,  and  of  which  a 
great  part  confifts  of  barren  and  inacceffible 
rocks.  But  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants 
amply  compensates  for  any  difadvantages  of  foil : 
for,  the  people  are  frugal  and  laborious ; their 
property  is  fecured,  and  they  are  exempted  from 
all  burdenfome  and  arbitrary  taxes.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  joined  to  the  right  of  partaking 
of  the  legislation,  and  of  eleding  their  magi- 
Prates,  infpire  them  with  Rich  animated  fenti- 
ments  of  their  own  -importance  and  independ- 
ence, as  excite  the  molt  adive  and  vigorous 
induflry,  and  thofe  neceflaries,  to  which  this 
induftry  is  not  fufficient,  are  abundantly  fup- 
plied  by  their  neighbours,  in  exchange  for  ma- 
nufadures  and  other  articles  of  domeftic  com- 
merce. The  chief  part  of  the  habitable  country 
confifts  of  rich  paftures,  and  of  courfe  their 
principal  exports  are  cattle  and  hides,  together 
with  cheefe  and  butter.  Their  manufadures 
are  coarfe  callicots  and  muilins  in  great  quan- 
tities, which  are  entirely  made  in  the  houfes  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  cotton  is  fpun  with  the 
common  wheel.  The  web  is  bleached  at  home; 
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and  afterwards  fent  to  be  printed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Neuchatel.  The  greatefl  bleachery 
I faw  in  the  Alps  was  near  Appenzel,  which  ex- 
tended over  three  or  four  acres  of  ground.  Part 
of  the  river  Sitler  is  diverted  to  turn  the  mill, 
which  is  of  the  fimpleft  confirmation.  A Iar^e 
wheel  on  the  outfide  works  a long  cylinder  with- 
in ; on  which  are  fixed  a number  of  cogs  to  raife 
the  hammers  which  beat  the  webs.  In  the  fame 
place  are  the  boilers  and  other  conveniences  for 
the  bufmefs. 

The  only  mills  for  fpinning  the  cottons  by 
water  which  I obferved  in  Switzerland,  were 
near  Neuchatel  ana  Geneva  5 but  greatly  inferior 
in  fize  and  ingenuity  of  machinery  to  thofe  of 
England. 

The  flourifhing  Rate  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
tory has  rendered  many  perfons  in  the  Protefiant 
difiridts  eafy  in  their  eircumftances,  and  even 
wealthy  ; if  wealth  is  efiimated  from  the  general 
Rate  of  the  natives,  and  not  from  the  compa- 
rative view  of  diftant  and  greater  opulence  in 
large  commercial  cities.  The  villages  of  Trogen 
and  Undevil  announce,  by  their  fuperior  neat- 
nefs,  the  well-being  of  their  inhabitants. 

This  canton  contains  no  enclofed  towns,  but 
only  two  or  three  open  burghs,  of  which  Ap- 
penzel  is  the  largeft  in  the  Catholic,  Trogen, 
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Undevil,  and  Herifau,  in  the  Protedant  didrifl:, 
and  a few  villages : indeed  the  whole  country, 
except  amongd  the  barren  rocks,  is  almod  a 
continued  village,  being  thickly  covered  with 
excellent  cottages.  Each  cottage  has  its  little 
territory,  or  a held  or  two  of  fine  pafture 
ground,  which  are  frequently  fkirted  with  trees* 
The  mountains  are  for  the  mod  part  beautifully 
wooded  ; and  the  canton  is  fupplied  with  water 
in  fuch  exuberance,  that  we  could  hardly  walk 
two  hundred  paces  without  feeing  a fpring 
bubble  from  the  ground,  or  a torrent  rulh  down 
the  hdes  of  a rock. 

In  our  way  to  Appenzel,  we  entered  feveral 
houfes,  which  are  all  built  of  wood ; neatnefs 
and  convenience  being  the  principal  object  of 
the  owners  : fuch  a remarkable  cleanlinefs  pre- 
vailed throughout,  as  afforded  a mod  driking 
proof  of  the  general  attention  which  the  people 
pay  to  that  effential  article.  A continued  chain 
of  thefe  cultivated  mountains,  richly  clothed 
with  wood,  and  thickly  dudded  with  hamlets, 
which  appear  to  have  been  placed  by  the  genius 
of  tade  in  the  very  fpots  where  they  would  form 
the  mod  driking  effedl,  exhibit  a feries  of  land- 
fcapes  inexpredibly  pleafmg:  it  feemed  as  if 
they  belonged  to  independent  clans  \ independ- 
ent but  fociaL,  uniting  for  the  great  purpoles  of 
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legiflation,  and  for  the  general  prefervation  of 
their  liberties. 


Among  the  chief  part  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
original  fimplicity  of  the  pailoral  life  is  (till  pre~ 
ferved ; and  I faw  feveral  venerable  figures 
with  long  beards,  that  refembled  the  pictures 
of  the  antient  patriarchs.  The  natives  of  this 
canton,  in  common  with  the  inhabitants  of  de- 
mocracies, poffefs  a natural  franknefs,  and  pecu- 
liar  tone  of  equality,  which  arife  from  a confci- 
oufnefs  of  their  own  independence.  They  alfo 
difplay  a fund  of  original  humour,  and  are  re- 
markable for  great  quicknefs  of  repartee,  and 
rude  faliies  of  wit,  which  render  their  converfa- 
tion  extremely  agreeable  and  intereding. 

m our  way  to  Appenzel  we  paffed  through 
Tuffen,  the  birth-place  of  Ulric  Grubenman9 
whom  I mentioned  in  a former  letter  # : he  has 
been  dead  Lome  years : but  his  abilities  and  his 
fkill  in  practical  architecture  are,  if  I may  ufe 
the  expreffion,  hereditary  in  his  family.  We 
inquired  for  one  of  the  fame  name,  who  was 
either  his  brother  or  his  nephew,  whom  we  found 
at  the  alehoule.  He  is  a heavy,  coarfe-looking 
man,  dreifed  like  a common  peafant,  has  a quick 
and  penetrating  eye,  and  great  readinefs  of  con- 
verfation.  We  told  him  that  we  were  Englifh- 
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men,  who  were  making  the  tour  of  Switzerland  ; 
and  that  we  could  not  pafs  through  Tu.ffen  with- 
out defiring  to  fee  a man  who  was  fo  much  ce- 
lebrated for  his  Ikill  in  architecture.  He  (truck 
his  bread,  and  replied  in  German,  cc  Here  you 
54  fee  but  a boor/*  Upon  our  talking  with  him 
about  the  bridge  of  Schaffhaufen,  in  the  build- 
ing of  which  he  was  employed,  he  allured  us, 
that  it  does  not  reft  upon  the  middle  pier,  but  is 
in  reality  a fingle  arch.  Near  Appenzel  we  ob» 
ferved  an  old  man  with  venerable  white  hair 
hanging  over  his  (houlders,  who  looked  like 
a fubftantial  farmer  : he  inquired  with  a tone  of 
authority,  but  with  perfect  civility,  who  we  were, 
and  upon  our  alking  the  fame  queftion  refpeCting 
himfelf,  our  guide  informed  us,  that  he  was  the 
Landamman , or  chief  of  the  republic.  Happy 
people,  the  nature  of  whofe  country,  and  the 
conftitution  of  whofe  government  both  equally 
oppofe  the  ftrongeft  barriers  againft  the  intro- 
duction of  luxury ! 

Bo&or  Girtanner,  of  St.  Gallen,  found  in 
great  abundance,  on  the  top  of  the  Appenzel 
mountains,  the  Dr  aba  Pyrenaica  of  Linnaeus, 
not  mentioned  by  Haller  in  his  catalogue  of  the 
Swifs  plants. 

Yours,  &c. 

Appenzel,  July  27. 
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Valley  of  the  Rhine  — The  Lake  and  Town  of 

Wallenjladt* 

Salets,  July  27* 

WE  are  this  moment  arrived  at  the  village 
of  Salets ; where  we  propofe  paiTing  the 
night : while  fupper  is  preparing,  I will  conti- 
nue my  journal*  We  could  procure  but  three 
horfes  at  Appenzel,  and  as  one  of  them  was 
appropriated  to  the  baggage,  I preferred  walk- 
ing* After  having  traverfed  a league  in  the 
canton,  over  a continued  range  of  mountains, 
enriched  with  beautiful  meadows,  and  dotted 
with  cottages,  I reached  its  boundary ; here  the 
fcene  fuddenly  changed  into  a wild  foreft  of  hrs 
and  pines,  without  the  lead  appearance  of  any 
habitation*  The  road  is  fcarcely  more  than 
three  feet  broad ; and  is  either  paved  with  large 
uneven  pieces  of  rock,  or  formed  of  thick  (takes 
laid  clolely  together : but  as  the  ground  is  in 
many  parts  fofter  than  in  others,  thefe  (lakes  in 
fome  places  fmk  deeper,  and  form  a fucceflion 
of  uneven  fteps.  The  mountain  by  which  we 
defcended  into  the  plain,  is  very  deep ; which 
circumdance,  added  to  the  unevennefs  of  the 
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Hakes,  makes  the  afcent  and  defcent  exceedingly 
difficult  for  horfes.  Thofe  who  are  pleafed 
with  an  uniform  view,  may  continue  in  the 
plain ; while  others,  who  delight  in  the  grand 
and  the  fublime,  and  are  ftruck  with  the  wan- 
tonnefs  of  wild,  uncultivated  nature,  will  prefer 
this  road  to  the  fmootheft  turnpike  in  Great 
Britain. 

I walked  flowly  on,  without  envying  my 
companions  on  horfeback : for  I could  fit  down 
upon  an  inviting  fpot,  climb  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  or  trace  a torrent  by  its  found.  I de- 
scended at  length  into  the  Rheinthal , or  Valley 
of  the  Rhine ; the  mountains  of  Tyrol,  which 
yielded  neither  in  height  or  in  cragginefs  to  thofe 
of  Appenzel,  riling  before  me.  And  here  I 
found  a remarkable  difference : for  although 

i 

the  afcending  and  defcending  was  a work  of 
fome  labour  ; yet  the  variety  of  the  Scenes  had 
given  me  fpirits,  and  I was  not  fenfible  of  the 
leaf!  fatigue.  But  in  the  plain,  notwithftanding 
the  Scenery  was  (fill  beautiful  and  piCturefque,  I 
faw  at  once  the  whole  way  ft  retching  before  me? 
and  had  no  room  for  frefh  expectations : I was 
not  therefore  difpleafed  when  I arrived  at  Ober- 
riede,  after  a walk  of  about  twelve  miles,  my  coat 
flung  upon  my  fhoulder  like  a peripatetic  by 
profeffion.  Here  we  procured  a narrow  cart ; 
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in  which,  the  roads  being  rough  and  (tony,  you 
will  readily  believe  we  were  not  much  at  our 
eafe.  The  evening  however  being  fine,  and  the 
moon  exceedingly  bright,  our  journey  was  not 
altogether  difagreeable ; as  it  led  us  through  a 
delightful  country  abounding  in  vines,  fruit- 
trees,  flax,  and  paflurage. 

The  Rheinthal  is  a bailliage  belonging  to  Ap» 
penzel  and  the  eight  antient  cantons,  which  al- 
ternately appoint  a bailif.  The  people  are  of 
both  religions,  but  the  Proteftants  are  the  moft 
numerous. 


Watlenltadt,  July  28. 

We  quitted  Salets  this  morning,  in  the  fame 
cart  in  which  we  arrived,  and  it  would  have 
afforded  matter  of  feme  fpeculation,  to  obferve 
how  we  contrived  to  arrange  ourfelves,  our 
fervants,  a large  Newfoundland  dog,  and  the 
baggage,  in  fo  narrow  a compafs:  indeed  we 
were  fo  wedged  in,  that,  after  we  had  once  fixed 
ourfelves  in  our  feveral  places,  it  was  almoft 
impoffible  to  ftir.  The  day  was  fultry,  the  road 
bad,  and  the  cart  went  barely  at  the  rate  of 
three  miles  an  hour ; but  the  country  ff ill  com 
tinued  fo  pidhirefque  and  mountainous,  and  our 
attention  was  fo  entirely  engaged  with  the  per- 
petual variety  of  objeds  prefented  to  our  view, 
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as  to  make  us  forget  the  inconveniences  ot  our 
equipage,  and  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  weather. 
From  Trivabach,  a fmall  village  upon  the  Rhine, 
we  walked  to  Sargans,  the  capital  of  a bailliage 
of  the  fame  name,  belonging  to  the  eight  antient: 
cantons. 

Let  me  here  remark,  that  in  Switzerland  there 
are  two  forts  of  bailliages : the  one  confiding 
of  certain  diftricls,  into  which  all  the  ariftocra- 
tical  cantons  are  divided ; and  over  thefe  a par- 
ticular officer,  called  a bailiff  is  appointed  by 
government,  to  which  he  is  accountable  for  his 
adminiftration : the  other  fort  are  territories 
belonging  to  two  or  more  of  them,  who  by 
turns  appoint  a bailif.  This  officer,  when  not 
redrained  by  the  peculiar  privilege  of  certain  dif- 
tridts,  has  the  care  of  the  police,  jurifdi&ion  in 
civil  and  criminal  caufes  with  fome  limitations ; 
and  enjoys  a dated  revenue  arifing  in  different 
places  from  various  duties  and  taxes.  In  cafe 
of  exaction  or  mal-adminiftration,  an  appeal 
always  lies  from  the  bailif  to  the  cantons,  to 
which  the  bailliage  belongs : and  the  place,  the 
time,  and  the  members  who  receive  the  appeal, 
are  regulated  with  the  utmoft  exa&nefs.  With 
refpeft  to  this  of  Sargans,  and  the  others  be- 
longing to  the  eight  antient  cantons  conjointly  5 
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at  the  conclufion  of  the  general  diet  held  annu* 
ally  at  Frauenfield  in  Thurgau,  the  deputies  of 
thefe  cantons  refolve  themfelves  into  a Syndicate*, 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  public  revenues  as 
delivered  by  the  bailifs  of  the  refpedtive  diftridls^ 
and  receive  and  judge  all  appeals ; in  fome  cafes 
finally ; but  in  the  more  important  caufes  an 
appeal  lies  from  this  affembly  to  the  fuperior 
tribunal  of  each  canton. 

We  arrived  late  at  Wallenfladt,  a town  in- 
corporated into  the  bailliage  of  Sargans,  but 
enjoying  feveral  diffinct  privileges : it  derives 
its  exigence  from  the  paffage  of  the  merchandife 
tranfported  from  Germany  through  the  Grifons 
to  Italy.  This  communication  occafions  the 
frequent  refort  of  Italian  merchants ; and  that 
language  is  underftood  by  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. Our  landlord  fpeaks  Italian,  and  has  been 
very  accurate  in  his  anfwers  to  my  queftions 
relating  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  town,  its  dependence  upon 
the  bailif,  and  its  privileges.  Nor  is  this  a 
matter  of  wonder : for  the  innkeepers  in  Swit- 
zerland are  moftly  burghers , and  are  frequently 
members  of  the  fovereign  council ; and,  from 
the  very  nature  of  their  governments,  the  Swifs 
in  general  are  well  informed  of  their  particular 
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conftitutions.  I have  alfo  held  a long  conver- 
fation  with  a native  of  Glarus,  who  has  ut- 
niflied  me  with  much  information  m relation 
to  that  canton : which  we  purpofe  vihung  to- 
morrow. 

Wefen,  July  29. 

The  lake  of  Wallenfiadt,  about  twelve  miles 
in  length,  and  two  in  breadth,  is  entirely  bounded 
by  high  mountains,  except  to  the  eaft  and  weft. 
From  this  fituation,  a breeze  generally  blows 
from  thofe  two  quarters,  beginning  at  break  o 
day,  and  continuing  for  fome  hours ; then  changes 
from  weft  to  eaft  till  fun-fet : this  breeze  is  very 
convenient  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  mer- 
chandife.  Sometimes  however  a violent  north- 
wind  rufhes  down  from  the  mountains,  and  ren- 
ders the  navigation  dangerous.  We  were  allured 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  by  the  watermen  who 
rowed  us  from  Wallenftadt  to  this  place,  that 
the  breeze  abovementioned  was  generally  con- 
ftant : but  we  cannot  atteft  it  from  our  own 
experience  ; as  we  let'  out  this  morning  about 
eight,  and  the  wind  was  directly  contrary  the 
whole  way,  blowing  from  weft  to  eaft.  Ihe 
weather,  it  is  true,  was  heavy,  overcaft,  and 
rainy,  which  might  caufe  perhaps  this  occasional 
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The  fcenery  of  the  lake  is  uncommonly  wild 
and  picturefque,  and  affords  a perpetual  variety 
of  beautiful  and  romantic  fcenes.  On  the  fide 
of  Glams,  the  mountains  which  form  its  bor- 
ders,  are  chiefly  cultivated ; enriched  with  wood 
or  fine  meadows  ; and  fludded  with  cottages, 
churches,  and  fmall  villages;  the  Alps  of  Glarus 
rifmg  behind,  their  tops  covered  with  fnow. 
On  the  other  fide,  for  the  moil  part,  the  rocks 
are  grotefque,  craggy,  inacceflible,  and  perpen- 
dicular : but  here  and  there  a few  cultivated 
necks  of  land  are  formed  at  the  very  edge  of  the 
lake,  and  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  very  rocks ; 
exhibiting  a beautiful  contrafl  to  the  barrenjiefs 
above  and  around  them.  Numberlefs  water- 
falls, occafioned  by  the  melting  of  the  fnows* 
fall  down  the  Tides  of  the  mountains  from  a 
very  confiderable  height,  and  with  an  almoft 
inconceivable  variety;  fome  feeming  to  glide 
gently  in  circular  directions ; others  forming 
vaft  torrents,  and  ru filing  into  the  lake  with 
noife  and  violence : all  changing  their  form  and 
their  pofition  as  we  approached  or  receded  from 
them.  The  lake  is  exceedingly  clear,  deep, 
and  cold,  and,  as  we  were  informed,  is  never 
frozen. 


There 


41 


Canion  of  Glams » 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  this  place ; 
being  a fmall  village  fituated  almoft  upon  the 
point  where  the  Mat  ilTues  from  the  lake  of 
Wallenftadt:  that  little  river  is  joined  by  the 
Linth,  and  both  united  fall,  under  the  name  of 
Limmat,  into  the  lake  of  Zuric. 

I am,  he . 
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The  Canton  of  Glams* 

Glarus?  July  29* 

HP  HE  canton  of  Glarus  was  formerly  fubjed 
to  the  abbefs  of  the  convent  of  Seckinguen 
in  Suabia:  the  people  however  enjoyed  very 
confiderable  privileges  and  a democratical  form 
of  government,  under  the  adminiftration  of  a 
mayor,  appointed  by  the  abbefs,  but  chofen 
among  the  inhabitants.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  emperor  Rodolph  L 
obtained  the  exclufive  adminiftration  of  juftice  ; 
and  not  long  afterwards  his  fon  Albert,  having 
purchafed  the  mayoralty,  which  had  gradually 
become  hereditary,  re-united  in  his  perfon  the 

whole 


42. 


LETTER  6. 


whole  civil  and  judicial  authority*  Albert,  and 
his  immediate  defcendants  the  dukes  of  Auflria, 
opprefled  the  people,  and  ruled  over  them  with 
an  abfolute  fway.  In  1350,  Schweitz,  affifted 
by  Zuric,  Lucerne,  Uri,  and  Underwalden,  ex- 
pelled the  Auftrians  from  the  canton  of  Glarus^ 
and  re-eftabliOied  the  democracy.  Glarus  then 
entered  into  a perpetual  alliance  with  its  de- 
liverers, and  was  received  into  the  Helvetic  con- 
federacy with  fome  reftriclions,  which  were  not 
abolifhed  until  1450.  At  that  time  it  was  the 
fixth  canton,  but  is  now  the  laft  in  rank  of  the 
eight  antient  cantons,  as  they  are  called ; being 
fo  diftinguifhed,  becaufe,  from  the  acceffion  of 
Zug  and  Bern  in  1352,  more  than  a century 
elapfed  before  a new  member  was  admitted® 
Thefe  antient  cantons  have  alfo  feveral  privileges 
fuperior  to  the  five  others ; the  latter  having  fub- 
mitred  to  fome  particular  reftri&ions,  upon  their 
reception  into  the  Helvetic  league. 

The  people  of  Glarus  enjoyed  their  liberties 
unmolefted  till  1388,  when  the  Auftrians  made 
an  irruption  into  the  canton,  with  a force  fuffi- 
cient,  as  they  arrogantly  thought,  totally  to  fub- 
due  it ; pillaging  the  country,  and  malfacring 
the  inhabitants.  It  was  then  that  three  hundred 
and  fifty  troops  of  Glarus,  affifted  by  thirty 
Switzers,  refilled  the  whole  ftrength  of  the 
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Auftrian  army  : the  former  were  polled  advan- 
tageoully  upon  the  mountains,  and  the  latter,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand,  at  a village  called 
Naefels.  In  this  fituation  the  Auftrians  began 
the  attack ; but  were  foon  compelled  to  retreat 
with  great  precipitation,  by  a Ihower  of  (tones 
poured  upon  them  from  the  heights : in  this 
moment  of  confufion,  the  inhabitants  rufhed 
down  upon  the  enemy  with  redoubled  fury, 
they  broke  their  ranks,  and,  after  an  immenie 
(laughter,  forced  the  remainder  to  retire  from  the 
canton*  Such  furprifing  vidories,  gained  by  a 
handful  of  men  againll  an  enemy  fo  much  fupe- 
rior  in  number  (inltances  of  which  are  by  no 
means  rare  in  the  hiltory  of  Switzerland)  render 
the  wonderful  combats  of  Marathon  and  Plataea, 
when  the  Greeks  repulfed  the  numerous  holts 
of  the  whole  Perfian  empire,  perfectly  credible* 
The  fame  love  of  independence,  the  fame  dread 
of  flavery,  and  the  fame  attachment  to  their 
country,  animated  the  refpedive  nations  to  the 
fame  deeds  of  heroifm : in  both  inltances  vic- 
tory was  followed  by  the  fame  glorious  confe- 
quences ; for  the  Swifs,  as  well  as  the  Greeks, 
pwe  the  rife  and  prefervation  of  their  liberties  to 
that  magnanimous  and  determined  valour,  which 
prefers  death  to  life  under  the  fervile  domi- 
nation of  an  arbitrary  defpot.  The  people  Hill 
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celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  this  vidory,  which 
infured  their  independence,  and  I faw  near  the 
village  of  Nmfels  feveral  ftones,  with  no  other 
infcription  than  1388  : an  infcription  which  no 
more  requires  explanation,'  to  an  inhabitant  of 
the  canton,  than  the  glorious  asra  of  1688,  to 
an  Englifhman. 

In  the  fixteenth  century,  the  reformation  was 
introduced  into  this  canton,  but  not  exclufively: 
both  religions  are  tolerated,  and  the  two  feds 
live  together  in  the  greateft  harmony;  an  union 
the  more  remarkable,  when  we  confider  the  fatal 
quarrels  that  have  been  kindled  in  Switzerland 
on  account  of  religious  tenets,  and  that  in 
Appenzel  the  divifion  between  the  two  feds  is 
diftindly  marked  by  their  inhabiting  different 
diftrids,  and  living  under  feparate  governments® 
In  feveral  parts  of  this  canton,  the  Proteflants 
and  Catholics  fucceffively  perform  fervice  in  the 
fame  church  ; and  all  the  offices  of  flate  are  ami- 
cably adminiftered  by  the  two  parties.  During 
the  prefent  and  preceding  century,  the  Pro- 
teftants  have  increafed  confiderably  in  number ; 
and  their  induftry,  in  every  branch  of  commerce, 
is  greatly  fuperior : an  evident  proof  how  much 
the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  fetter 
the  genius,  and  deprefs  the  powers  of  ex« 
ertion. 


The 
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The  government  is  entirely  democratical : 
every  perfon  at  the  age  of  fixteen  has  a vote  in 
the  Landfgemeind , or  general  aifembly , which  is 
annually  held  in  an  open  plain®  This  aifembly 
ratifies  new  laws,  lays  contributions,  enters  into 
alliances,  declares  war,  and  makes  peace®  The 
Landamman  is  the  chief  of  the  republic,  and  is 
chofen  alternately  from  the  two  facts ; with  this 
difference,  that  the  Protejlant  remains  three  years 
in  office,  the  Catholic  only  two.  The  manner  of 
election  is  as  follows : five  candidates  chofen  by 
the  people  draw  lots  for  the  charge®  The  other 
great  officers  of  date,  and  the  bailifs,  are  taken 
alfo  by  lot  from  a certain  number  of  candidates 
propofed  by  the  people.  The  executive  power 
is  veiled  in  the  council  of  regency,  compofed  oi 
£orty»eight  Proteffants,  and  fifteen  Catholics: 
each  fe£t  has  its  particular  court  of  juflice ; and 
it  is  neceffary,  that  in  all  law-fuits  between  two 
perfons  of  different  religions,  the  perfon  having 
the  calling  voice  among  the  five  or  nine  judges, 
who  are  to  determine  the  caufe,  ffiould  be  of 
the  fame  religion  as  the  defendant. 

Cattle,  cheefe,  and  butter,  conditute  the 
principal  commerce  of  the  canton.  The  cattle 
are  fed  in  fummer  upon  the  Alps : it  is  com- 
puted, that  ten  thoufand  head  of  large  cattle, 
and  four  thoufand  fheep,  are  paftured  during 

that 
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that  feafon  upon  the  mountains  belonging  to  the 
canton.  The  inhabitants  aifo  manufadture  linen 
and  muflins. 

Among  the  exports  a confiderable  article  is 
flate;  with  which  the  canton  abounds.  The 
principal  quarry  is  in  the  valley  of  Sernft,  where 
large  Hates  are  dug  up  that  ferve  for  tables® 
Thefe  quarries,  as  I am  informed  by  Mr.  David 
Pennant,  once  furnilhed  Great  Britain  with 
Hates  for  writing,  or  accomptants’  Hates ; but 
this  trade  is  entirely  loft.  Of  late  they  have 
been  prepared  from  the  great  flate  quarries  in 
Caernarvonfhire,  the  property  of  Lord  Penryn^ 
and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  bids  fair  to  extend 
this  article  of  commerce  over  moft  part  of 
Europe. 

July  3°® 

1 am  juft  returned  to  Glarus,  after  having 
made  an  excurfion  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
canton : it  is  entirely  enclofed  by  the  Alps, 
except  towards  the  north  ; and  there  is  no  other 
entrance  but  through  this  opening,  which  lies 
between  the  lake  of  Walienftadt  and  the  mourn 
tains  feparating  this  canton  from  that  of  Schweitz. 
Paflengers  indeed  may  in  fummer  traverfe  thefe 
Alps  to  the  Grifons'on  one  fide,  and  to  Uri  on 
the  other : but  thefe  paths  are  in  winter  abfo» 

lately 
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lately  impracticable.  At  the  entrance  above- 
mentioned,  the  canton  reaches,  from  the  banks 
of  the  Linth  to  the  fartheft  extremity  of  its  Alps, 
about  thirty  miles ; forming  a valley,  which  be* 
comes  narrower  as  you  advance,  and  is  fcarcely 
more  than  a mufket-fhot  in  breadth  at  the  burgh 
of  Glarus.  It  afterwards  opens  by  degrees,  and 
about  a league  from  the  laft-mentioned  burgh,  is 
divided  by  the  Freyberg  mountains : at  the  point 
of  this  divifion  the  two  rivers,  Linth  and  Sernft, 
unite. 

We  continued  through  the  larged;  of  thefe 
vallies,  which,  though  very  narrow,  is  exceed- 
ingly populous.  You  have  been  at  Matlock  in 
Derbyshire,  and  I remember  your  admiration  of 
its  beautiful  and  romantic  fituation : the  fcenery 
of  this  valley  is  of  the  fame  call,  but  infinitely 
more  pi&urefque,  more  wild,  more  varied,  and 
more  fublime.  The  Linth  is  much  broader  and 
more  rapid  than  the  Derwent,  and  the  hillocks 
of  the  Peak  are  mere  mole-hills  to  the  alps  of 
Glarus.  Thefe  flupendous  chains  of  rocks  are 
abfolutely  perpendicular,  approach  one  another 
fo  near  and  are  fo  high,  that  the  fun  may  be  faid 
to  fet,  even  in  fummer,  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 
On  each  fide  are  numbers  of  thofe  water-falls  we 
fo  much  admired  during  our  paffage  over  the 
lake  of  Wallenfladt  5 one  in  particular  near  the 
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village  of  Ruti,  foamed  down  the  deep  Tides  of 
a mountain,  from  the  midd  of  a hanging  grove 
of  trees.  I was  fo  captivated  with  thefe  en- 
chanting fcenes,  that  I could  not  help  flopping 
every  moment  to  admire  them  : our  guide,  not 
conceiving  it  podible,  that  thefe  delays  could 
be  owing  to  any  other  caufe  than  the  lazinefs  of 
my  horde,  never  failed  to  ftrike  the  poor  bead, 
and  continually  awakened  me  out  of  my  rap- 
turous contemplations ; it  was  fome  time  before 
1 could  make  him  comprehend,  that  I flopped 
by  choice,  and  wifhed  to  continue  my  own 
pace.  After  having  rode  about  ten  miles,  we 
quitted  our  horfes  and  walked.  Near  Leugel- 
bach,  a confiderable  rivulet  is  formed  by  two 
dreams  burfling  from  the  ground  at  the  foot  of 
a mountain,  which  after  a few  paces  unite,  and 
fall  into  the  Linth : befide  thefe  two  principal 
branches,  feveral  f mailer  fprings,  and  number* 
lefs  little  fountains,  gufh  from  the  rock.  The 
clearnefs  of  the  flreams ; their  rapidity  and  mur- 
muring found ; the  trees  that  hang  over  the 
point  from  whence  they  iffue ; the  rude  rocks 
■ above  ; the  rich  meadows  and  fcattered  hamlets; 
all  together  form  an  affemblage  of  the  mod  lively 
and  pleading  objedls  that  ever  compofed  a beautL 
ful  landfcape. 

I a ni 
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1 am  informed  by  Mr.  David  Pennant,  that 
Salmons  force  their  way  annually  from  the  fea  as 
high  as  this  river,  to  depofit  their  fpawn.  Their 
progrefs  is  up  the  Rhine,  and  out  of  that  noble 
river  up  the  Aar,  and  through  the  lake  of  Zuiic 
into  the  Linth  ; a courfe  of  many  hundred  miles. 
They  are  taken  in  thefe  didant  parts  111  Sep* 
tember  and  October,  and  about  the  fize  of  feven- 
teen  or  twenty  pounds  weight. 

We  eroded  the  Linth  feveral  times,  which 
/iifhes  with  all  the  violence  of  a torrent,  and 
came  at  length  to  an  amphitheatre  of  moun- 
tains, where  the  valley  ended  : on  our  right-hand 
a fall  more  confiderable  than  any  we  had  yet 
feen,  tumbling  perpendicularly  over  a bare  rock 
in  a large  body  of  water ; the  alps  on  each  fide 
crowned  with  inacceffible  forefls,  and  covered 
with  everiading  fnow ; before  us  a pyramidical 
mountain,  bare  and  craggy  ; and  the  glaciers  of 
Oiarus  doling  the  view.  Here  the  valley,  and 
the  habitable  part  of  the  canton  terminate.  We 
then  quitted  the  plain,  and  afeending  through  a 
wild  foreft  of  beech  and  pines,  continued  more 
than  an  hour  mounting  a very  deep  and  rugged 
path,  till  we  came  to  the  Panten-Bruck,  a bridge 
over  the  cataraft  that  forms  the  Linth,  which!* 
here  called  the  Sand-bach  : it  roars  from  the 
glacier  down  the  deep  mountain  in  one  unbroken 
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fall,  and,  a little  way  before  its  arrival  under 

the'  bridge,  works  itfelf  a fubterraneous  paffage 

through  the  rock,  where  it  is  loft  only  to  appear 

again  with  increafed  violence  and  precipitation. 

The  bridge  is  a Angle  arch  of  ftone,  of  about 

feventy  feet  in  length,  thrown  over  a precipice  o* 

above  three  hundred  feet  in  depth.  It  ferves  as 

a communication  with  the  upper  alps,  and  is  the 

paffage  for  the  cattle  which  are  fed  there  during 

the  fummer  months  5 on  the  other  fide  fome 

.goats  came  jumping  around  us,  and  feemed  to 

welcome  us  to  their  dreary  habitations,  ihefe 

mountains  are  covered  with  a great  variety  oi 

rare  plants,  which  made  me  regret,  that  I had 

not  purfued  my  botanical  ftudies.  As  I leaned 

upon  the  parapet  of  the  bridge,  and  looked  down 

into  the  chafrn  beneath,  my  head  almoft  turned 

giddy  with  the  height.  The  rock,  down  which 

the  Sand-bach  drives,  is  compofed  of  flate.  After 

we  had  continued  fome  time  admiring  the  fub- 

lime  horror  of  the  fcenery,  we  defcended  into 

the  valley,  and  made  a hearty  meal  upon  fome 

excellent  bread,  honey,  butter,  and  milk,  which 

a neighbouring  cottage  fupplied.  As  the  canton 

almoft  entirely  confifts  ol  rich  meadows,  the 

milk  and  butter  are  delicious,  and  the  honey  of 

thefe  mountainous  countries  is  moft  exquifite. 

; Nothing  delights  me  fo  much  as  the  infide  of  a 

Swifs 
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Swifs  cottage:  all  thofe  I have  hitherto  vidted, 
convey  a lively  image  of  cleanlinefs,  eafe,  and 
fimplicity;  and  muff  drongly  imprefs  upon  the 
obferver  a mod  pleafing  convidion  of  the  pea- 
fant’s  happinefs. 

If  I had  never  feen  thefe  little  democratica! 
dates,  I could  have  formed  no  idea  of  the  gene- 
ral equality  and  indidindion  that  prevails  among 
the  inhabitants.  All  the  houfes,  like  thofe  of 
Appenzel,  are  built  of  wood  ; large,  folid,  and 
compad,  with  great  penthoufe  roofs  that  hang 
very  low,  and  extend  beyond  the  area  of  the 
foundation.  This  peculiar  drudure  is  of  ufe  to 
keep  off  the  fnow ; and,  from  its  Angularity, 
accords  furpridngly  with  the  beautiful  wildnefs 
of  the  country.  The  houfes  of  the  richer  inha- 
bitants in  the  principal  burghs,  are  of  the  fame 
materials:  the  only  difference  condds  in  their 
being  larger. 

The  police  is  well  regulated  throughout  Swit- 
zerland, and  even  in  thefe  democratical  dates 
liberty  does  not  often  degenerate  into  licentiouf- 
nefs : we  may  except,  perhaps,  the  day  of  their 
general  affemblies,  when  it  is  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent fome  degree  of  confufion  in  a meeting 
where  there  is  fcarcely  any  didindion  of  perfons  \ 
and  where  every  peafant  confiders  himfelf  as 
equal  to  the  fird  magidrate. 
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Oar  hoft  is  an  open-hearted,  honeft  Swifs:  he 
brings  his  pint  of  wine,  fits  down  to  table  with 
us,  and  chats  without  the  leaft  ceremony.  There 
is  a certain  forwardnefs  of  this  kind  which  is  in- 
fupportable,  when  it  apparently  is  the  effed  of 
impertinent  curiofity,  or  fawning  officioufnefs ; 
but  the  prefent  inftance  of  frank  familiarity, 
arifing  from  a mind  confcious  of  its  natural  equa- 
lity, and  unconftrained  by  arbitrary  diftindions, 
is  highly  pleafmg ; as  the  fimpie  demeanour  of 
unfophifticated  nature  is  far  preferable  to  the 
falfe  refinements  of  artificial  manners. 

I am,  &c. 
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The  Abbey  of  Einjidlm — Rapperfchwyh 

Einfidlin,  July  3 I. 

“yy  E could  not  pafs  through  this  part  of  the 
country,  without  making  a pilgrimage 
to  Einfidlin,  and  paying  our  refpeds  to  this 
celebrated  fhrine:  an  objed  of  much  devotion 
among  the  Catholics.  " Einfidlin,  or  Notre  Dame 
des  Hermites  is  a rich  and  magnificent  abbey  of 
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Benedi&mes  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz,  which 
owes  its  celebrity  to  the  miraculous  image,  as  it 
is  called,  of  the  Virgin  Mary*  The  ridiculous 
tales  they  relate  of  the  origin  and  aggrandize- 
ment of  this  abbey,  are  fo  many  melancholy  in- 
fiances  of  the  credulity  of  the  darker  ages : that 
they  are  Hill  believed  in  the  prefent  enlightened 
century,  mull  be  attributed  to  the  force  of  ha- 
bitual  prejudice ; and  at  the  fame  time  proves, 
how  difficult  it  is  for  the  human  mind  to  fhake 
off  thofe  fuperftitious  errors,  which  it  has  early 
imbibed  under  the  name  of  religion. 

In  the  ninth  century  a certain  hermit  called 
Meinrad,  was  the  firft  who  retired  to  this  place, 
where  he  built  a chapel,  and  was  affaffmated  by 
robbers.  But  ffiali  I tell  you,  or  (what  is  more 
to  the  purpofe)  will  you  believe  me  if  I tell  you^ 
that  this  murder  was  difcoverd  by  two  crows, 
who  followed  the  affaffms  to  Zuric,  where  they 
were  feized  and  executed  ? Soon  after,  the  dead 
body  of  St.  Meinrad  of  courfe  works  miracles ; 
and  all  the  world  pilgrimifes  to  his  bones.  The 
fan&ity  of  this  place  being  thus  eftabliffied,  fome 
one  (for  whether  it  were  St.  Benno  or  St.  Eber- 
hard,  or  what  other  faint  I cannot  precifely  de- 
termine) conftru&ed  another  chapel,  which  he 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  and  laid  the  firft  foun- 
dation of  the  abbey  \ having  bequeathed  for  that 
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purpofe  his  whole  fortune : and  the  pious  fund 
was  foon  confiderably  augmented  by  fubfequent 
donations.  Shall  I tell  you  alfo,  that  in  94^* 
Conrad , bifliop  of  Conftance,  as  he  was  going  to 
confecrate  the  chapel,  heard  a voice  from  heaven, 
alluring  him,  that  God  himfelf  had  confecrated 
it  ? Whatever  was  its  origin,  and  whoever  was 
its  founder;  crouds  of  pilgrims  refort  hithei  from 
all  quarters  to  adore  the  Virgin,  and  to  prefent 
their  offerings : and  it  is  computed,  that  upon 
the  molt  moderate  calculation,  their  number 
amounts  yearly  to  ico,ooo.  The  circumjacent 
country  was  formerly  a continued  foreft,  which, 
fmee  the  erection  of  the  abbey  has  been  gradually 
converted  into  rich  paftures  and  beautiful  mea® 
dows  : and  this  is  a miracle  which  the  Virgin,  in 
a certain  fenfe,  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  per® 

formed® 

Auguft  1. 

I have  juft  been  vifiting  the  abbey,  the  chape! 
of  the  Virgin,  and  her  immenfe  treafures.  The 
church  of  the  abbey  is  a large  and  magnificent 
building,  but  exhibits  a remarkable  fpecimen 
of  falfe  tafte,  being  loaded  with  bad  paintings, 
and  fuperfluous  ornaments.  In  the  aide  not  fas 
from  the  entrance,  is  a fmall  and  elegant  marble 

chapel  of  the  Corinthian  order  * this  is  the  cele 

brated 
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brated  fhrine  of  the  Virgin,  to  which  the  pil- 
grims refort.  On  the  outfide  an  angel  fupports 
the  following  infcription : 

Hie  ejl  plena  remijjk ? peecatorum  omnium  a culpa  et  poena* 

Over  the  door  is  a plate  of  filver  with  five  holes, 
into  which  I faw  feveral  perfons  thrufting  their 
fingers,  and  praying  at  the  fame  time  with  great 
fervour : upon  inquiry  I found,  that  the  credu® 
lous  people  believed  thefe  holes  to  be  the  marks 
of  God’s  fingers.  In  the  infide  of  this  chapel  is 
the  image  of  the  Virgin,  which  vies  with  the 
lady  of  Loretto  in  beauty  of  countenance ; her 
face,  as  well  as  that  of  the  child  fhe  holds  in  her 
arms,  being  black®  She  is  richly  apparelled,  and 
changes  her  garment  every  week ; her  wardrobe 
confiding  of  fifty-two  different  fuits. 

The  riches  of  the  treafury  are  immenfe  ; com 
taining  numberlefs  offerings  of  gold,  filver,  and 
precious  ftones,  arranged  in  the  moll  ridiculous 
manner,  fkulls  and  bones  fumptuoufly  orna- 
mented j whole  fkeletons  of  faints  in  mafque- 
rade,  and  ladies  with  ruffles,  fly-caps,  and  fplen- 
did  apparel  as  if  dreffed  for  a balk  What  a 
wretched  infult  upon  poor  human  nature ! I 
could  not  help  confidering  them  with  a mixture 
of  pity  and  indignation,  as  the  oflerings  of 
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ignorance  before  the  fhrine  of  bigotry  and  fu« 
perdition.  The  miracles  which  the  Virgin  has 
wrought  in  this  country  are  infinite,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  numerous  figures  of  ears,  eyes, 
legs,  arms,  heads,  &c.  prefented  by  thofe,  who 
fancied  themfelves  refpedtively  cured  in  thofe 
feveral  members,  by  the  power  of  this  wonder* 
working  image* 

I was  glad  however  to  find,  in  the  midfl 
of  this  fuperflitious  trumpery,  a good  library, 
which  contained  fome  fine  editions  of  the 
daffies. 

In  this  place  there  is  a confiderable  traffic  in 
rofaries,  erodes,  and  little  images ; and  there 
are  rows  of  fhops,  where  nothing  is  to  be  pur« 
chafed  but  thefe  neceffary  appendages  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion : it  has  all  the  appearance 
of  a fair.  There  is  alfo  a room  in  the  abbey, 
where  the  fame  kind  of  merchandife  is  expofed 
to  fale ; and  one  of  the  friars  attends  to  receive 
your  money,  and  very  gravely  affures  you,  that 
the  feveral  articles  have  touched  the  facred  image. 
Among  other  curiofities  of  this  kind,  I purchafed 
two  ribands,  for  two  pence  each,  with  the  fol- 
lowing infeription  upon  them  : Ce  Ruban  entier9 
eft  la  longueur  ; jufqu’au  trait  eft  Pepaiffeur , de 
l image  de  Notre  Dame  des  Her  mites,  11  a touche 
P image  miraculeufe • 
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This  abbey  is  very  rich,  and  has  confiderabie 
revenues  in  the  canton  of  Zuric.  I he  abbot, 
who  is  titular  prince  of  the  German  empire,  is 
defied  by  fixty  Benediflines,  that  form  the 
chapter. 

As  I walked  to  this  celebrated  convent,  I 
found  the  whole  way  furnifhed  with  flails,  pro- 
vided with  cakes,  whey,  and  other  refrefhments 
for  the  numerous  pilgrims  then  on  their  road. 
I faw  feveral  hundreds,  in  groups  of  different 
numbers.  Some  confifled  of  a whole  parifh, 
atended  by  their  fpiritual  paflor.  More  than 
once,  I obferved  fome  grievous  finner  driven 
from  the  flock,  and  walking  at  a diflance  count* 
ing  his  beads,  bare-footed  and  bare-headed, 
doing  full  penance  for  his  crimes.  I alfo  faw 
feveral  bevies  of  merry  damfels,  who  feemed  to 
enjoy  the  pilgrimage  as  much  as  Welfh  laffes 
relifh  a wake.  They  often  turned  into  the  little 
chapels  which  lay  open  on  the  way,  and  wantonly 
fprinkled  each  other  with'  holy  water. 

This  day’s  journey  reminded  me  of  Chaucer’s 
Tales,  in  which  he  exa&ly  defcribes  this  pib 
grimage,  in  his  account  of  that  to  the  fhrine  of 
St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury  : 

From  every  place  the  pious  ramblers  Jlrayt 
But  mojl  to  good  Einjidlin  bend  their  <way  ; 

There , at  the  martyr’s Jhrine,  a cure  they  Jind 
Fur  each fick  body , and  each  love-Jich  mind . 
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Rapperfchwyl,  Aagufl 

The  evening,  yederday,  being  fine  and  cool* 
I walked  from  Einfidlin  to  this  place.  After  we 
had  afcended  about  three  miles,  a view  of  the 
lake  of  Zuric,  and  of  the  adjacent  country* 
opened  upon  us  at  once.  The  profpedl  was  ex- 
tenfive  and  beautiful : the  folemn  dillnefs  of  the 
evening,  the  calmnefs  of  the  lake,  and  the  tints 
of  the  fetting  fun,  which  glowed  around  the  ho- 
rizon, very  much  improved  its  charms.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  lake,  the  moon  began  to  rife 
and,  throwing  its  beams  acrofs  the  water,  formed 
another  fcene,  more  mild  indeed,  but  not  lefs 
afFedting.  We  then  eroded  the  bridge  of  Rap- 
perfchwyl,  built  over  the  narrowed  part  of  the 
lake:  it  meafured  near  1700  paces.  The  town 
is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  a neck  of  land  or  pro- 
montory. It  formerly  threw  itfelf  under  the 
protection  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  Underwalden,  and 
Glarus,  with  a referve  of  all  its  privileges : but 
thefe  cantons  fhamefully  opprefling  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  encroaching  upon  their  liberties;  Zuric 
and  Bern  took  pofleffion  of  the  town  in  1712, 
and  redored  its  antient  immunities.  From 
that  period  Rapperfchwyl  has  continued  under 
the  protection  of  Zuric,  Bern,  and  Glarus ; the 
latter  having  preferved  its  right  by  its  neutrality. 
By  this  treaty  the  town  having  recovered  its 
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former  prerogatives,  the  inhabitants,  in  tefti- 
mony  of  their  gratitude,  placed  the  following 
infcription  over  the  gates i Amicis  Tutoribus  floret 

liber  t as. 

This  fmall  republic  is  governed  by  a great  and 
little  council,  confiding  of  forty-eight  members. 
The  town  contains  two  hundred  burghers,  and 
about  a thoufand  inhabitants,  all  Catholics#  Its 
territory  is  about  a league  in  circumference,  and 
comprehends  three  pariihes. 

Yours,  kc. 


? <r 
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Town  and  Canton  of  Zuric. 

Zuric,  Auguft  3. 

y ESTER  DAY  we  dined  luxurioully  with 
1 the  Capuchin  friars  at  Rapperfchwyl,  who 
feldom  treat  their  guefts  in  fo  fumptuous  a man- 
ner. It  was  one  of  their  great  feaft-days ; and 
they  regaled  us  with  every  variety  of  fifh,  with 
which  the  lake  and  the  neighbouring  rivers 
abound.  The  convent  hands  upon  the  edge  of 
the  water,  and  commands  an  agreeable  profpeft ; 

the 
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the  library  is  by  far  the  pleafanteft  apartment, 
though  not  the  mod  frequented.  The  ceils  of 
die  monks  are  fmall,  and  yet  not  inconvenient  ^ 
but  cleanlinefs  does  not  feem  to  conflitute  any 
part  of  their  moral  or  religious  obfervances.  In- 
deed th^ery  habit  of  the  order  is  ill  calculated 
for  that  purpofe,  as  they  wear  no  fhirt  or  flock- 
ings?  and  aie  clothed  in  a coarfe  kind  of  brown 
drugget  robe,  which  trails  upon  the  ground. 
Strange  idea  of  fandity  ! as  if  dirt  could  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Deity.  I refleded  with  particular 
fatisfadion,  that  I was  not  bom  a member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church ; as  perhaps  the  com- 
mands of  a parent,  a hidden  difappointment,  or 
a momentary  fit  of  enthufiafm,  might  have  fenf 
me  to  a convent  of  Capuchins,  and  have  wedded 
me  to  dirt  and  fuperflition  for  life. 

After  dinner  we  took  leave  of  our  hods,  and 
departed  for  Zuric  by  water : the  lake  is  near 
ten  leagues  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  This 
body  of  water  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  not*  near 
fo  large  as  that  of  Conflance ; but  the  borders  are 
lludded  more  thickly  with  villages  and  towns.  ' 
The  adjacent  country  is  finely  cultivated  and  well 
peopled ; and  the  fouthern  part  of  the  lake  ap- 
pears bounded  with  the  high  ffupendous  moun- 
tains of  Schweitz  and  Glarus:  the  fcenery  is 
pifturefque,  lively,  and  diverfified. 
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Zuric  was  formerly  an  imperial  city,  and  ol> 
tamed  from  the  emperor  Frederic  II.  very  com 
fiderable  privileges ; which  were  acknowledged 
and  augmented  by  feveral  of  his  fucceffors.  The 
civil  war  between  the  magiflrates  and  the  peo- 
ple, in  1335,  nearly  reduced  the  city  to  ruins; 
but  the  former  being  banifhed,  the  citizens,  in. 

1 337,  eftablifhed  a new  form  of  government, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  emperor  Louis 
of  Bavaria*  The  exiles,  after  feveral  fruitlefs 
attempts,  were  at  length  re-admitted ; but, 
engaging  in  a confpiracy  againil  the  citizens, 
were  difcovered  and  put  to  death®  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  execution,  the  nobles  in  the 
neighbourhood  took  up  arms ; and  Zuric,  after 
having  ineffectually  applied  for  affiftance  to  the 
emperor  Charles  IV.  formed  an  alliance  with 
Lucerne,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  and 
was  admitted  a member  of  their  confederacy® 
This  event  happened  in  the  year  1351.  The 
four  cantons  yielded  the  pre-eminence  to  Zuric  : 
a privilege  it  enjoys  at  prefent ; being  the  firfl 
canton  in  rank,  and  the  mod  confiderable  in 
extent  both  of  territory  and  power  next  to  Bern® 
In  the  fame  year  Zuric  was  affiled  by  the  four 
cantons  againft  Albert  duke  of  Auftria,  who 
beficged  the  town,  and  was  repulfed  with  great 
lofs. 
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Zuric  was  the  firft  town  in  Switzerland,  tfia® 
feparated  from  the  church  of  Rome $ being  com 
verted  by  the  arguments  of  Zuingle*  Of  all  the 
reformers  (the  mild  and  elegant  Melan&hon 
alone  excepted)  Zuingle  feems  to  merit  peculiar 
efteem : he  poffeffed,  to  a great  degree,  that 
fpirit  of  meeknefs,  moderation,  and  charity* 
which  are  the  charadteriftics  of  true  Chriffianity  ; 
and,  amid  all  the  difputes  between  the  Lu- 
therans and  the  reformed  churches,  was  a com 
ftant  advocate  for  peace  and  reconciliation.  Lie 
was  perfectly  free  from  narrow  bigotry  which 
makes  no  diflinction  between  points  of  the  mereft 
indifference,  and  objects  of  the  greateft  import-* 
ance ; as  from  overbearing  pride,  which,  while 
it  violently  condemns  the  opinions  of  others, 
a flumes  infallibility  with  refpedl  to  its  own. 
In  a word,  it  was  his  opinion,  that,  provided 
Chriftians  agree  in  the  moft  effential  articles; 
they  ought  meekly  to  bear  with  any  difference 
upon  fubjeCts  lefs  uncontrovertible,  and  which 
do  not  influence  morals. 

Ulric  Zuingle,  was  bom  Jan.  1,  1484,  at 
Wildhaufen,  a final!  village  in  the  Tockenburgh ; 
and,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  was  ap- 
pointed minifler  of  Glarus.  Even  before  the 
publication  of  the  fale  of  indulgences  by  Leo  X. 
which  was  the  more  immediate  caufe  of  the 
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reformation,  Zuingle  expofed  at  Glarus  feveral 
fuperftitions  of  the  church  of  Rome  ; and  gained 
additional  credit,  by  preaching  at  Rinfidlin 
againft  vows,  pilgrimages,  and  offerings.  After 
the  publication  of  the  fale  of  indulgences ; while 
Luther  was  undermining  the  fabric  of  papal 
authority  in  Germany,  Zuingle  was  no  lefs 
fuccefsful  in  Switzerland.  By  his  zeal  and 
intrepidity,  and  by  the  irrefiftible  force  of  truth, 
he  gained  fo  many  converts  at  Zuric  (where  he 
had  been  invited  to  preach)  that  in  1524  the 
magiftrates  abolifhed  the  mafs,  and  other  Ca- 
tholic ceremonies,  and  introduced  the  reformed 
religion.  Zuingle  had  taken  fuch  wife  precau- 
tions, and  acled  with  fuch  extreme  moderation, 
that  the  difputes  between  the  two  feels  were 
carried  on  with  more  temper  than  is  ufual  in 
religious  controverffes.  The  change  which  had 
been  fome  time  in  agitation,  was  finally  deter» 
mined  by  a plurality  of  voices  in  the  fovereign 
council,  and  the  people  readily  and  cheerfully 
obeyed  the  decifion  of  their  magiftrates.  The 
example  of  Zuric  was  foon  followed  by  Bernf 
Schaffhaufen,  Bafle,  with  part  of  Glarus  and 
Appenzel ; the  other  cantons  continuing  to  ad- 
here to  the  religion  of  their  anceftors.  From 
this  period  the  two  perfuafions  have  been 

eftabliflied  in  Switzerland } but  that  harmony, 
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which  had  hitherto  fubfifted  between  the  can* 
tons,  has  been  occafionally  interrupted.  In 
1531,  religious  difputes  broke  out  with  fo  much 
violence  and  animofity,  as  to  occafion  a civil 
war ; in  which  the  Proteftants  were  defeated,  and 
Zuingle  loll  his  life,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of 
his  age,  at  the  battle  of  Cappel  Since  that 
period  two  other  religious  wars  have  been  kindled ; 
one  in  1656,  in  which  the  Catholics  gained  the 
advantage  ; and  the  other  in  1712,  when  the 
Proteftants  proved  victorious.  The  peace  of 
Arau,  which  terminated  thefe  unhappy  difputes, 
has,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  finally  compofed  all  reli- 
gious animofities.  By  that  treaty,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a code  of  toleration  among  the 
Swifs  ; the  treatment  of  the  Proteftants  and  Ca- 
tholics in  the  common  bailiiages,  is  regulated. 
The  firft  article  ftipulates,  that  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces, which  are  fubject  to  cantons  of  different 
religion,  there  fhall  be  a perfect  equality  between 

* It  has  been  urged  againil  Zuingle,  as  a proof  of  his  per- 
fecting principles,  that  he  was  perfonally  engaged  in  this 
war  againtl  the  Catholics.  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered. 
That  he  had  ufed  every  argument  in  his  power  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties ; that  he  even  openly  arraigned  the 
impatient  and  turbulent  zeal  of  his  fellow-citizens  ^ that  he 
a£ted  in  obedience  to  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
republic  ; and  that  he  accompanied  the  army  by  the  exprefs 
command  of  the  magiftr'ates. 
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the  two  fefts,  and  that  they  {hall  both  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges : to  which  is  added  an  exprefs 
prohibition  to  each  party,  not  to  ufe  any  terms 
of  raillery  or  contempt,  in  fpeaking  of  their 
refpe&ive  modes  of  worfhip. 

The  canton  of  Zuric  abounds  in  corn,  wine, 
and  excellent  pafture.  The  proportion  of  grain 
to  the  other  productions  of  the  earth,  will  appear 
from  the  following  calculation.  There  are 
217,424*  acres  in  tillage,  14,466  in  vines, 

94?553  'm  meadows,  42,549  in  pafturage,  and 
1 03,772  in  foreft. 

As  fufficient  corn  is  not  produced  for  the 
interior  confumption,  the  deficiency  is  chiefly 
fupplied  from  Suabia ; and,  to  prevent  a fear* 
city  of  this  material  article,  a public  granary 
is  maintained  at  the  expence  of  government* 
Ihe  grain  is  retailed  at  the  common  price  ; but, 
in  feafons  of  fcarcity,  is  fold  confiderably  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  purchafed  at  the  market.  The 
good  effects  of  this  eftablilhment  appeared  at  the 
dearth  in  1771  ; when,  on  account  of  the  dear- 
nefs  of  corn,  a pound  of  bread  was  fold  for  ten 
pence,  the  fame  quantity  was  delivered  by  go- 
vernment for  four  pence.  1 he  wine  made  in 
the  canton  forms  an  inconfiderable  object  of 

* Of  36,000  fquare  feet  each. 
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foreign  commerce  ; the  greated  part  being  con- 
fumed  in  the  country.  In  1779  were  exported 
x 10,029  cafks,  each  containing  180  bottles;  in 
1781,  24,568,  and  in  1782,  11,354. 

The  canton  contained,  in  1784,  174,572 
fouls,  including  10,500  in  the  capital.  This 
large  population,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
the  canton,  is  owing  to  the  trade  of  Zuric  ; as 
at  lead  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  derive  their 
livelihood  by  fpinning  thread  and  filk,  and 
making  linen  for  the  manufactures  of  the 
town* 

The  fovereign  power  refides  exclufively  in  the 
burgeffes  of  the  town,  confiding  of  about  two 
thoufand. 

Here  I cannot  but  remark,  that  a narrow 
fpirit  of  policy  reigns  throughout  mod  of  the 
dates  in  Switzerland  ; as  they  feldom  confer  the 
burgherfhip.  This  rule,  however,  in  fome  of 
the  republics,  is  lefs  fcrupuloufly  obferved  than 
in  others ; but  in  Zuric  a new  citizen  has  not 
been  admitted  during  thefe  lad  hundred  and 
fifty  years. 

It  is  curious  to  trace  the  redriClions  which 
have  been  gradually  laid  on  granting  the 
burgherfhip.  On  the  26th  of  May,  1540,  the 
Sovereign  Council  iflued  a decree,  importing, 
that  vdiofoever  was  defirous  of  becoming  a 
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citizen,  fhould  be  obliged  to  produce  a certifi- 
cate of  good  behaviour,  properly  witnefled  and 
figned,  and  bearing  the  feal  of  the  magiflrates 
of  the  place  in  which  he  formerly  refided ; and 
fiiould,  before  he  was  enrolled  among  the 
burghers,  pay  ten  florins,  near  £,  1,  if  a native 
ox  Switzerland,  and  double  that  fum  if  a 
ftranger.  An  inhabitant  of  the  town  or  canton 
was  taxed  only  at  three  florins  for  his  admiflion  j 
and  all  artiffs  and  perfons  of  learning,  neceflary 
or  ufeful  to  the  flate,  were  to  be  received  gratis. 
In  1549,  it  was  enabled,  that  the  burgherfhip 
fhould  be  refufed  to  all  who  were  not  poflefled 
of  confiderable  riches,  or  who  did  not  introduce 
new  arts  and  trades.  This  decree  was  repeatedly 
confirmed;  and,  in  1593,  it  was  added,  that  a 
new  citizen  fhould  not  be  entitled  to  a fhare  in 
the  government  but  on  the  following  condi- 
tions : If  an  inhabitant  of  the  canton,  he  muff 
have  refided  in  the  town  during  ten  years ; if 
a native  of  Switzerland,  twenty  ; if  a foreigner, 
forty ; and  he  muff  build  or  purchafe  a houfe 
within  the  walls  of  Zuric : this  lafl  article  was 
repealed  in  1612.  In  1597,  the  reception  of 
new  citizens  was  fufpended  for  the  firfl  time, 
but  only  for  two  years ; and  in  16 10,  the 
admiflion-money  was  augmented. 
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In  the  commencement  of  the  17th  century, 
government  refufed  to  receive  into  the  Sovereign 
Council  the  noble  families  of  Orel*  Peffaluzz, 
and  Muralt,  which,  in  1555  and  1557,  had 
quitted  Italy  and  fettled  at  Zuric  : thefe  fami- 
lies, partly  on  account  of  having  embraced 
the  reformed  religion,  and  partly  as  perfons 
of  capacity  and  induftry,  had  been  received 
into  the  burgherfhip,  but  rendered  incapable 
of  enjoying  a fhare  in  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs.  This  exclufion,  again  confirmed  in 
1592,  was  revoked  in  1673,  in  favour  only 
of  the  family  of  Muralt,  which  exception  was 
obtained  by  confiderable  largeffes.  In  1674, 
the  family  of  Orel  offered  to  difburfe  ten 
thoufand  florins  towards  the  expence  of  repair- 
ing the  fortifications,  on  condition  of  being  ren- 
dered capable  of  election  into  the  Sovereign 
Council : their  petition  was  then  refufed,  but 
generoufly  granted  in  1679,  without  the  fmallefl 
equivalent.  Finally,  on  the  7th  of  January, 
1661,  the  Council  determined  to  make  no 
more  burghers ; which  refolution  has  been 
invariably  followed. 

The  burghers,  befide  the  advantage  of 
ele&ing  their  magiftrates,  and  of  afpiring 
to  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  enjoy  the 
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foie  * right  of  commerce  ; all  Grangers,  and 
even  fubjefts,  being  excluded  from  eftablifhing 

manu- 

* The  narrow  principle  of  commercial  monopoly, 
which  confined  trade  to  the  burghers  of  Zuric,  excited 
a fpirit  of  difaffection  among  the  fubjefts,  and  particu- 
larly the  populous  diftricls  on  the  borders  of  the  lake, 
who  overlooked  the  advantages  which  they  enjoyed  from 
a mild  and  equitable  government  in  this  partial  griev- 
ance. To  the  effects  of  this  principle  may  be  attributed 
the  feeble  conduct  of  this  canton  on  the  aggreftion  of 
the  French.  The  magiftrates  forefaw  the  defigns  of  the 
French  rulers  to  fubjugate  Switzerland,  and  were  willing 
to  co-operate  with  Bern  in  defence  of  Helvetic  inde- 
pendence ; but  their  efforts  were  defeated  by  the  oppo- 
fition  of  the  borderers  of  the  lake,  who  inftituted  com- 
mittees of  reform,  and  fent  deputies  to  Paris.  Hence 
all  the  propofals  of  government  to  fupply  the  contingent 
of  men  for  the  relief  of  Bern,  were  anfwered  by  counter- 
propofals  to  reform  the  conftitution.  At  length  the 
fupreme  council  of  Zuric,  anxious  to  conciliate  their 
fubjecls,  and  apprehenfive  of  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
arms,  made  fome  conceflions.,  which  only  ferved  as  a 
pretext  for  new.  demands.  At  each  order  iffued  by 
government  for  a general  armament,  new  privileges 
were  extorted,  until  the  fupreme  council  committed  the 
charge  of  new-modelling  the  hate  to  a convention  of 
one  hundred  perfons  felecled  from  different  ranks.  This 
committee  drew  up  articles  of  a new  conftitution,  which 
were  ratified  by  the  councils  and  the  whole  body  of 
burghers ; and  the  old  magiftracy  was  inverted  with  the 
feeble  authority  of  a provifional  government. 
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manufactures  in  the  city,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
canton. 

- - The 


But  even  this  innovation  did  not  produce  the  defired 
efFeft  ; tor  when  the  magi  ft  racy,  in  conjunction  with  the 
convention,  attempted  to  call  forth  the  contingent  of 
the  canton,  a fmali  and  difpirited  number  obeyed  the 
luminous,  and  only  1500  men,  from  a canton  whofe 
population  amounted  to  170,000,  marched  againft  the 
French.  Thefe  troops  were  difpirited,  uncertain  how  to 
a<ft,  and,  diftraCled  by  the  wavering  counfels  of  Bern, 
did  not  take  the  field  ; but,  on  the  capitulation  of  Bern, 
furrendered,  at  Frinifberg,  to  a body  of  French  troops  : 
two  companies  were  plundered  ; but  the  remainder  were 
permitted  to  continue  their  march  to  their  capital,  with 
all  the  honours  of  war. 

A general  panic  notv  fpread  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Zuric  ; reports  prevailed,  that  on  one  fide  a corps  of 
French  were  preparing  to  invade  the  canton,  and  on  the 
other  a large  body  of  the  fubjedls  in  a ftate  of  infurrec- 
tion  were  marching  againft  the  capital.  A hafty  accom- 
modation was  arranged  between  the  two  parties ; the 
inhabitants  took  up  arms,  and  prepared  to  defend  the 
place. 

Fortunately  thefe  reports  proved  to  be  fallacious  ; for 
a negociation  was  opened  with  the  infurgents,  who  had 
e rented  themfelves  into  an  alfembly  of  the  people,  with 
central  and  provifional  committees ; and  after  a few 
conferences  an  accommodation  was  effe&ed.  A garrifon 
of  1000  militia  was  admitted  into  the  town  ; the  provi- 
fional government  was  diiTolved ; a national  affembly 
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The  burghers  of  Zuric  are  divided  into  thir- 
teen tribes  ; one  of  which  is  called  Conjiaffel , or 
the  tribe  of  nobles,  although  at  prefent  not 
abfolutely  confined  to  perfons  of  that  defcrip- 
tion  : it  enjoys  the  privilege  of  giving  eighteen 
members  to  the  Sovereign  Council,  and  fix  to  the 
Senate,  whereas  each  of  the  other  tribes  only 
fupply  twelve  to  the  former,  and  fix  to  the 
latter. 

The  legiflative  authority  is  veiled  by  the 
burghers  in  the  Sovereign  Council  of  two 
hundred  ; confiding,  however,  of  two  hundred 
and  twelve  members  drawn  from  the  thirteen 
tribes,  and  comprifing  the  Senate  or  Little 


convoked  ; the  magiftrates  depofited  their  authority  into 
the  hands  of  the  free  and  fovereign  people  ; a new 
provifional  regency  was  eftablilhed ; a tree  of  liberty 
planted,  with  the  infcription,  u The  brethren  of  the 
s(  town  and  country  are  united  and  a deputation^ 
with  thq,  peace-offering  of  the  new  conftitution,  was  fent 
to  the  French  generals,  to  implore  the  prote&ion  of 
France,  and  to  requeft  that  no  foreign  troops  might 
enter  their  territories. 

The  French  generals  accepted  the  fubmiffion  of  Zuric§ 
but  inundated  the  canton  with  troops.  Further  alter* 
ations  were  made  by  the  provifional  government ; and 
on  the  2 1 ft  of  March  the  national  affembly  acceded  to 
the  new  organization  of  the  Helvetic  conftitution. 
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Council.  This  * Senate,  compofed  of  fifty 
members,  including  the  two  burgomaders,  has 
jurifdi&ion  in  all  caufes  civil  and  criminal : in 
civil  cafes,  when  the  demand  is  of  a certain 
importance,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Council  of  two 
hundred  : but  in  criminal  affairs,  their  fentence 
is  final,  and,  when  once  palfed,  there  is  no 
reverfal  or  mitigation.  An  excellent  maxim  1 
provided  the  judges  are  cautious  and  circum- 
fpe£t,  and  the  laws  mild  : for  there  is  no  greater 
encouragement  to  the  commifiion  of  crimes, 
than  the  frequency  of  pardons.  Such  an  indi- 
tution,  however,  ought  neceffarily  to  exclude 
feverity  of  punifhment ; and  could  never  be 
admitted  in  a date,  where  by  the  letter  of  the 
law  the  fame  punifhment  is  inflicted  upon  a 
fheep- dealer  as  upon  a parricide. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  in  this  republic,  as 
in  mod  other  dates  of  Switzerland,  there  is  no 
precife  code  of  criminal  law.  The  Caroline,  or 
code  of  Charles  V.  is  odenfibly  followed ; but 
on  account  of  its  obfolete  ufages  and  extreme 
feverity,  the  fentence  is  ultimately  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  magidrates.  For  notwithdanding 

* Formerly  the  Senate  was  feparated  into  two  equal 
divifions,  which  alternately  adminiftered  the  office  during 
fix  months;  and  although  thefe  divifions  fill  continue,  yet 
for  fome  time  pall  they  have  re-united  and  a&ed  together. 
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the  moil  perfect  integrity,  and  upright  intentions, 
yet  it  is  hardly  pofiible  to  fuppofe,  that  party, 
friendfhip,  connexions,  and  family,  fhould  not 
frequently  influence  the  judges  and  occafion  par- 
tial proceedings.  It  would  perhaps  well  become 
the  wifdom  of  this  enlightened  and  equitable 
government  to  form  a penal  code,  and  to  afcer- 
tain,  with  precifion,  the  punifliment  for  each 
offence.  The  example  of  fuch  a republic  would 
in  time  be  followed  by  the  remaining  cantons 
and  dates  of  Switzerland  ; and  poflerity  would 
blefs  the  name  of  Zuric  for  having  occafioned 
the  introduction  of  more  fettled  principles  in  the 
criminal  courts  of  JuAice.  Some  late  decifions 
have  rendered  this  arrangement  more  obvioufly 
neceflary.  Several  perfons  difordered  in  their 
underftandings  committed  fuicide;  and,  although 
the  circumdances  of  the  crime  were  nearly 
fimilar,  yet  the  mod  oppofite  fentences  were 
pronounced  on  thefe  occafions ; fo  that  the 
families  of  thofe  to  whom  a greater  degree  of 
feverity  was  (hewn,  were  neceflarily  more 
didrefled  on  account  of  the  mildnefs  manifeded 
to  the  others. 

Every  judge  of  delicacy  and  honour  would 
undoubtedly  experience  great  fatisfaXion,  to  find 
himfelf  redrained  by  precife  laws  from  lidening 
to  felicitations  from  friends  and  party,  and  from 
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being  biaffed  by  thofe  feelings,  of  which  it  is 
almoft  impoffible  to  be  diverted. 

The  power  of  the  Senate,  confidered  in  a cob 
leclive  capacity,  is  very  confiderable : it  judges 
finally  in  all  criminal  caufes,  has  the  care  of  the 
police,  and  fupplies  the  principal  magiftrates. 
but,  as  too  great  a power  of  individuals  is  dan- 
gerous in  a republic,  the  members  of  this  affem- 
bly  are  liable  to  be  changed,  and  a revifion  or 
confirmation  is  annually  made,  in  fome  inftances 
by  the  Sovereign  Council,  in  others  by  the  par- 
ticular tribes  to  which  the  fenators  belong.  This 
annual  revifion  is  a great  check  to  mabadminb 
ftration,  and  at  the  fame  time  prevents  the  Senate 
from  gaining  fo  great  an  influence  as  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  A 
burgher  is  qualified  to  vote  at  twenty ; is  eligible 
into  the  Sovereign  Council  at  thirty ; and  into 
the  Senate  at  thirty-five.  By  thefe  wife  regula- 
tions, a man  mull  have  formed  fome  experience 
in  public  affairs,  before  he  is  capable  of  holding 
an  important  charge.  The  revenues  of  govern- 
ment, though  not  exceeding  £.  65,000  per  arm , 
are  more  than  proportionate  to  the  expences  %, 
which  are  regulated  with  the  flriclefl  oeconomy. 

1 he  (late  is  not  only  without  debts,  but  an. 
annual  faving  is  depofited  in  the  public  treafury, 
for  a refort  upon  any  fudden  emergency.  From 
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this  fund  government  fupported  the  whole 
expence  of  the  war,  in  1712,  againd  the  Catholic 
cantons,  without  impofmg  any  additional  tax. 

The  canton  of  Zuric  is  divided  into  didridls 
or  bailliages,  which  are  governed  by  bailifs  nomi- 
nated by  the  Sovereign  Council.  Thefe  bailifs, 
excepting  thofe  of  Kyburgh  and  Groningen, 
cannot  pafs  capital  fentence,  or  order  torture. 
They  can  arred  and  interrogate  the  delinquent, 
and  punifh  fmall  mifdemeanors  by  whipping,  or 
banilhment  from  the  baiiliage.  In  capital  cafes, 
they  examine,  make  out  the  verbal  procefs,  and 
fend  the  felon  to  Zuric  for  further  trial.  On 
inquiring  into  the  date  of  criminal  jurifprudence, 
I learned  with  fatisfaclion,  that  the  quedion  had 
not  been  inflicted  in  the  capital  for  thefe  lad  nine 
years ; which  may  be  prefumed  to  be  a prelude 
to  its  total  abolition ; but  it,  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  that  whipping,  which  is  a fpecies  of 
torture,  is  not  unfrequently  applied,  in  order  to 
force  confeffion,  both  in  Zuric  and  in  the  bail- 
liages ; an  abufe  of  judice  repugnant  to  the 
wifdom  of  fo  enlightened  a government. 

The  city  of  Zuric  dands  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake,  and  occupies  both  Tides  of 
the  rapid  and  tranfparent  Limmat.  The  envi- 
rons are  extremely  delightful ; an  amphitheatre 
of  hills  gradually  doping  to  the  borders  of  the 
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water,  enriched  with  paflure  and  vines ; dotted 
with  innumerable  villas,  cottages,  and  hamlets  ; 
and  backed  on  the  weft  by  the  Utliberg,  a bold 
and  gloomy  ridge  ftretching  towards  the  Albis, 
and  that  chain  of  mountains  which  rifes  gradu- 
ally to  the  Alps, 

The  town  is  divided  into  two  parts ; the  old 
part,  furrounded  with  the  fame  ancient  battle* 
ments  and  towers  which  exifted  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  and  the  fuburbs  which  are  (Lengthened 
by  fortifications  in  the  modern  ftyle,  but  too  ex- 
tend ve.  The  ditches,  inftead  of  being  filled  with 
ftagnant  water,  are  moftly  fupplied  with  running 
ftreams.  The  public  walk  is  pleafantly  fituated 
in  a lawn,  at  the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  the 
Sil,  an  impetuous  and  turbid  torrent,  which  de- 
fcends  from  the  mountains  of  Einfidlin  : two 
rows  of  lime-trees  planted  by  the  fide  of  the 
Limmat,  and  following  its  ferpentine  direction, 
afford  an  agreeable  fhade  in  the  heat  of  fummer. 
The  inhabitants  are  very  induftrious  ; and  carry 
on  with  fuccefs  feveral  manufactures : the  prin- 
cipal are  thofe  of  linens  and  cottons,  muflins,  and 
filk-handkerchiefs.  The  manufacturers  do  not 
in  general  dwell  within  the  walls  ; but  the  mate- 
rials are  moftly  prepared,  and  the  work  is  com- 
pleted in  the  adjacent  diftriCts.  For  this  reafon 
Zuric  does  not  exhibit  the  activity  and  numbers 
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of  a great  commercial  city.  The  environs,  on 
the  contrary,  are  fo  extiemely  populous,  that 
perhaps  few  diftri&s  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
town,  whofe  population  fcarcely  exceeds  ten 
thoufand  inhabitants,  contain  within  fo  final!  a 
compafs  fo  many  fouls.  The  flreets  are  moftly 
narrow  ; the  houfes  and  public  buildings  accord 
more  with  plainnefs  and  convenience,  than  with 
the  elegance  and  fplendor  or  a capital. 

, The  town  contained,  in  1780,  10,559  fouls, 
in  the  following  proportions  : 2583  male  burgh- 
ers,  3464  female  burghers ; 860  foreign  clerks, 
2 30  foreigners  ; 372  male  inhabitants,  444  fe- 
male inhabitants;  223  menTervants,  1734  maid- 
fervants ; and  629  patients  in  the  hofpital.  The 
gradual  decreafe  of  the  population  in  the  town, 
which  arifes  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
the  burgherffiip,  will  appear  from  the  following 
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The  increafe  of  luxury  and  opulence  will  ap- 
pear from  confidering  that,  in  1357,  the  number 
of  men-fervants  amounted  to  only  84,  and  of 
maid-fervants  to  263;  whereas,  in  1780,  the  for* 
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mer  were  223,  and  the  latter  1734;  or  nears 
fifth  of  the  whole  population* 

The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  gene- 
ral  fimple,  and  may  perhaps  in  thefe  times  be 
efleemed  antiquated.  Dinner  is  ufually  ferved 
at  twelve : in  the  afternoon  the  gentlemen 
aiTemble  in  clubs  or  fmall  focieties,  in  the  town 
during  winter,  and  at  their  refpeftive  villas  in 
fu turner.  They  frequently  fmoke,  and  partake 
or  wine,  fruit,  cakes,  and  other  refrefhmentSo 
The  women,  for  the  mofl  part  employed  in  their 
domeflic  occupations,  or  devoted  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  children,  are  not  fond  of  vifiting* 
When  they  go  out,  they  generally  aflemble  in 
feparate  coteries,  to  which  only  a few  men,  and 
thole  chiefly  the  nearelt  relations,  are  admitted  : 
many  of  the  ladies  indeed,  from  a confcioufnefs 
of  their  provincial  accent,  and  a difficulty  of  ex- 
preffing  themfelves  in  French,  feldom  make  their 
appearance  when  Grangers  are  received.  It  has 
more  than  once  happened  to  me,  that  on  being 
fhewn  into  the  apartment  wherein  the  ladies  were 
affiembled,  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  has  taken  me 
by  the  hand,  and  led  me  into  another  room, 
where  he  would  have  detained  me,  if  I had  not 
requelled  to  be  recondudled  to  the  ladies.  This 
referve  begins  greatly  to  abate,  and  to  give  place 
to  a more  fociable  intercourfe®  Such,  however,, 
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is  the  prevalence  of  national  habit,  that  a few 
families,  which  form  a more  agreeable  mixture 
of  company,  are  confidered  as  differing  from 
the  eflablifhed  cuffoms,  and  are  ftill  known  by 
the  name  of  the  French  Society. 

Sumptuary  laws,  as  well  as  thofe  againft 
immorality,  are  well  obferved.  The  former 
indeed  may  exitl,  and  be  carried  into  execution 
even  among  a people  much  corrupted ; for  it 
may  be  the  policy  of  government  to  enforce  their 
obfervance.  But  the  fevered  penalties  will  not 
be  fufficient  to  prevent  crimes  of  an  immoral 
tendency,  amidft  a general  diffolutenefs  of  man- 
ners : the  popular  principles  can  alone  invigorate 
fuch  laws,  and  give  to  them  their  full  operation* 
Secret  crimes  cannot  be  prevented  ; but  it  is 
an  evident  proof  of  public  virtue,  when  open 
breaches  of  morality  are  difcountenanced. 
Among  their  fumptuary  laws,  the  ufe  of  a 
carriage  in  the  town  is  prohibited  to  all  forts  of 
perfons  except  Grangers  : and  it  is  almoft  incon- 
ceivable that,  in  a place  fo  commercial  and 
wealthy,  luxury  fhould  fo  little  prevail. 

The  militia  of  the  canton  amounted,  in  1781, 
to  25,718  infantry,  1025  artillery,  886  dragoons, 
and  406  chaffeurs ; in  all  28,235  effective  men. 
There  is  a military  chefl  at  Zuric,  eflablifhed  in 
1683,  and  fupported  by  the  members  of  the  great 
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council,  who,  inhead  of  giving  an  expenfive  erL 
tertainment,  are  bound  on  their  election  or  farther 
promotion  to  pay  a certain  fum.  From  this  fund, 
which  has  been  confiderably  augmented,  ^.2000 
was  taken,  in  1 770,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablilhing 
a magazine  of  uniforms  and  arms,  which  are 
either  diftributed,  or  fold  at  a low  price  to  the 
poor  peafants  who  cannot  afford  to  purchafe  them 
at  their  full  value ; each  peafant,  according  to 
the  military  laws  of  the  canton,  being  obliged  to 
poffefs  his  arms  and  uniform. 

The  arfenal  is  well  fupplied  with  cannon,  arms, 
and  ammunition  ; and  contains  a referve  of  m Hi- 
ke ts  for  thirty  thoufand  men.  We  faw  there, 
and  admired,  the  two-handed  fwords  and  weighty 
armour  of  the  old  Swifs  warriors ; as  alfo  the 
bow  and  arrow  with  which  William  Tell  is  faid 
to  have  (hot  the  apple  from  the  head  of  his  fom 

This  canton  has  a regiment  and  fome  compa- 
nies in  the  fervice  of  France,  a regiment  in  that 
of  FXolland,  and  foroe  companies  in  the  fervice  of 
the  king  of  Sardinia.  The  king  of  France  pays 
annually  for  a regiment  of  fufiliers,  confifting  of 
1292  men,  jT.  20,348.  The  colonel  receives 
about  £.  840  per  arm . ; a captain  jT.  360  ; and  a 
common  foldier  /*.  7.  The  pay  of  a regiment 
of  twelve  companies,  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  is 
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Ecclejiaftical  affairs— State  of  Literature— Learned 
Men  of  Zuric — Society  of  Phyjics — Seminaries— • 
Libraries . 

J N ecclefiaftical  affairs  the  Senate  is  fupreme  : 

the  canton  is  divided  into  fourteen  diftriCts, 
each  governed  by  a dean,  chofen  by  the  fynod„ 
from  three  candidates  propofed  by  the  clergy  of 
the  diocefe.  The  fynod,  coinpofed  of  the  whole 
clergy,  and  feveral  affeffors  on  the  part  of  the 
Little  Council,  meets  twice  a year.  In  the  laft 
century  it  had  a more  democratical  form,  and 
exercifed  jurifdidion  over  its  members  : it  exa- 
mined caufes  between  ecclehaftics,  and  between 
the  minifters  and  their  parilhioners ; gave  deci- 
fions ; enjoyed  the  power  of  imprifoning,  depof- 
mg,  and  reinftating  the  minifters;  and  exercifed 
an  authority  dangerous  to  the  Hate.  By  degrees 
their  exorbitant  prerogatives  were  annulled  ; and? 
in  1700,  the  clergy  of  Zuric  fucceeded  in  the 
eftablifliment  of  a more  ariftocratical  form. 

The  principal  minifters  and  profeffors  in  the 
town  conflitute,  in  conjunction  with  feveral  ma* 
giftrates  and  other  affeffors  deputed  by  the  civil 
power,  an  ecclefiaftical  and  academical  council : 
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to  this  committee  the  deans  have  recoin  fe,  in  all 
concerns  which  feem  to  exceed  their  jurifdidtion: 
It  determines  leffer  affair's,  and  refers  cafes  of 


Importance  to  the  Senate. 

The  fourteen  deans  affemble  twice  a year  in 
Zuric,  and  cornpofe  a profynode  ; in  which  they 
depute  one  of  their  own  body  to  deliver  then 
requisitions,  or  pia  defideria , fir  ft  to  the  Ecclen- 
aftical  Council,  and  afterwards  to  the  General 
Synod.  The  Ecclefiaftical  Council  takes  their 
requefts  into  deliberation,  lays  them  before  the 
Synod,  and,  if  recommended,  they  are  prefented 
by  the  affeffors  to  the  final  decifion  of  the  Senate. 
The  ecclefiaftical  benefices  in  this  canton  are 


extremely  moderate.  The  belt  living  may  be 
worth  £.  140  per  ami . and  the  worft  about 
The  falary  of  the  canonries  in  the  capital  amounts 
to  /.  1 20.  In  general,  a clergyman  of  the  town, 
who  has  merit,  is  certain  of  obtaining  a profeff 
forfhip,  which  adds  /.  50  or  £.  60  per  ann.  to  nib 
other  appointments. 

The  charitable  eftablifhments  at  Zuric,  are 
the  otphan-houfe,  which  is  regulated  with  ex- 
treme attention  and  care  ; an  aims-houfe  for  poor 


burghers  ; an  hofpital  for  incurables,  and  that 
for  the  Tick  of  all  nations,  which  ufualiy  contains 
between  fix  or  feven  hundred  patients } <ind  tne 
Allmofen-Amt , or  foundation  for  the  poor  : this 
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Excellent  inftitution  puts  out  children  as  appren- 
tices ; and  diftributes  money,  clothes,  and  books 
of  devotion  to  poor  perfons,  as  well  in  the  town 
as  in  different  parts  of  the  canton,  at  the  recom« 
mendation  of  the  refpedive  minifters.  In  1 697 
it  diflributed  £ . 300;  in  1760,  £.  5010 ; 104770, 
£.4796;  and  in  1778,  £.  5451. 

Among  the  particular  inflitutions  muft  not  be 
omitted  the  chirurgical  feminary : it  is  formed  by 
voluntary  fubfcriptions,  and  chiefly  fupported  by 
Dr.  Rhan,  an  eminent  phyfician,  who  reads  lec- 
tures gratis,  and  gives  the  profits  of  a publica- 
tion, called  the  Magazine  of  Health , towards 
maintaining  this  feminary,  for  the  inflrudion  of 

young  phyficians  and  furgeons,  deftined  to  fettle 
m the  country. 

At  Zuric  public  education  is  a concern  of  fiate51 
and  under  the  immediate  protedion  of  govern- 
ment, The  office  of  a profeffor  gives  rank  and 
dlimation,  and  is  often  held  by  a member  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  Great  Council.  The  princi- 
pal literary  eflablifhments  for  the  inflruflion  of 
youth  are,  the  Caroline  College  for  fludents  in 
divinity ; Collegium  Humanitatis , or  the  college 
for  polite  literature ; and  the  fchool  of  arts  : the 
hrfl  has  twelve  profeffors,  the  fecond  two,  and 
the  lafl  feven.  The  learned  languages,  divinity, 
natural  hiflory,  mathematics,  and  in  fhort  every 
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fpecies  of  polite  learning,  as  well  as  abftrufe 
fcience,  is  taught  at  a fmall  expence  in  thefe 
refpe&ive  feminaries. 

In  confequence  of  the  unremitted  attention 
which,  fince  the  reformation,  government  has 
paid  to  the  education  of  youth,  many  eminent 
perfons  have  flouriihed  in  all  branches  of  litera- 
ture ; and  there  is  no  town  in  Switzerland,  where 
letters  are  more  encouraged,  or  where  they  have 
been  cultivated  with  greater  fuccefs.  A learned 
profeffor  of  Zuric  has,  in  a very  interefting  pub- 
lication difplayed  the  important  fervices  which 
erudition  and  fcience  have  derived  from  the  la- 
bours of  his  countrymen.  Li  thefe  biographical 
memoirs  appear,  among  many  others,  the  names 
of  Zu ingle  and  Bullinger,  Conrad  Gefner,  Het- 
tinger, Simler,  Spon,  Scheutzer,  Heydegger, 
Breitingeij  Bodmer,  Hertzel,  and  bolomon 
Gefner. 

Of  all  the  luminaries  which  Zuric,  fertile  in 
great  geniufes,  has  ever  produced,  Conrad  Gel- 
ner  perhaps  occupies  the  firft  place.  He  was 
born  at  Zuric  in  1516,  and  died  in  1564,  in  the 
48th  year  of  his  age.  Thofe  who  are  conver- 
fant  with  the  works  of  this  great  fcholar  and 
naturalift,  cannot  reprefs  their  wonder  and  ad- 
miration at  the  amplitude  of  his  knowledge  in 
every  fpecies  of  erudition,  and  the  variety  of  his 
difeoveries  in  natural,  hiftorv,  which  was  his  pe- 
culiar 
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culiar  delight.  Their  wonder  and  admiration 
is  hill  further  augmented,  when  they  confider  the 
grofs  ignorance  of  the  age  which  he  helped  to 
enlighten,  and  the  fcanty  fuccours  he  poflefled  to 
aid  him  in  thus  extending  . the  bounds  of  know- 
ledge ; that  he  compofed  his  works,  and  made 
thofe  difcoveries  which  would  have  done  honour 
to  the  moh  enlightened  period,  under  the  com- 
plicated evils  of  poverty,  ficknefs,  and  doineftie 
unealinefs.  A detail  of  his  life  and  writings,  by 
an  author  capable  of  appreciating  his  multifarious 
knowledge,  would  be  a juft  tribute  to  the  merits  of 
this  prodigy  of  learning  ( Monflrum  Eruditlonis), 
as  he  is  emphatically  ftiled  by  Boerhaave. 

Bodmer,  born  in  1698,  was  alive  in  1776, 
when  I firft  vifited  Switzerland  ; but  I was  at 
that  time  ignorant  of  the  German  language,  and 
unacquainted  with  his  great  merits  in  reforming 
the  tafte  of  his  contemporaries,  and  familiarizing 
them  to  the  fublime  beauties  of  Homer  and 
Milton.  He  died  in  1783.  I now  regret  that 
I did  not  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  a man, 
whom  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  contemporaries 
defervedly  ftyle  the  Father  of  German  literature  : 
whofe  juft  criticifms  and  correal  judgment  ani- 
mated the  poetical  genius  of  Klopftock,  Haller, 
and  Gefner. 
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I did  not  omit  waiting  upon  Solomon  Gef- 
ner,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Death  of 
Abel,  and  of  feveral  idyls,  which  for  their  delL 
cate  and  elegant  fimplicity  are  juflly  efteemed. 
They  abound  with  thofe  nice  touches  of  exquifite 
fenfibility,  which  difcover  a mind  warmed  with 
the  finefl  fentiments ; and  love  is  reprefented  in 
the  qh  aft  eft  colouring  of  innocence,  virtue,  and 
benevolence.  Nor  has  he  confined  his  fubjedts 
merely  to  the  pafiion  of  love;  paternal  affedtion.* 
and  filial  reverence;  gratitude,  humanity,  and 
every  moral  duty,  is  exhibited  and  inculcated  in 
the  moll  pleafing  and  aftedting  manner.  He  has 
for  fome  time  renounced  poetry  for  the  pencil ; 
and  painting  is  at  prefent  his  favourite  amufe- 
meat,  A treatife  v/hich  he  has  publiflied  on 
Jandfcapes,  difcovers  the  elegance  of  his  tafte, 
and  the  verfatility  of  his  genius ; while  his  com- 
pofitions  in  both  kinds  prove  the  refemblance  of 
the  two  arts ; and  that  the  conceptions  of  the 
poet  and  of  the  painter  are  congenial.  His 
drawings  in  black  and  white  are  preferable  to 
his  paintings ; for,  although  the  ideas  in  both 
are  equally  beautiful  or  fublime,  the  colouring 
is  inferior  to  the  defign.  He  has  publiflied  a 
handfome  edition  of  his  writings  in  quarto,  in 
V/hich  every  part  of  the  work  is  carried  on  by 
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himfeif : he  prints  them  at  his  own  prefs ; and 
is  at  once  both  the  drawer  and  engraver  of  the 
plates.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  he  has  re- 
nounced poetry ; for,  while  ordinary  wr  iters  fpring 
up  in  great  plenty,  authors  of  real  genius  are 
rare  and  uncommon.  His  drawings  are  feen 
only  by  a few : but  his  writings  are  difperfed 
abroad,  tranflated  into  every  language,  and  will 
be  admired  by  future  ages,  as  long  as  there 
remains  a relifb  for  true  paftoral  fimplicity,  or 
tafte  for  original  compofition.  He  is  plain  in  his 
manners ; open,  affable,  and  obliging  in  Ms 
addrefs  ; and  of  lingular  modefly.  Gefner  died 
of  an  apoplexy,  March  2d,  1788. 

I called  alfo  on  Mr.  Lavater,  a clergyman  of 
Zuric,  and  celebrated  phyfiognomifr,  who  has 
published  four  volumes  in  quarto  on  that  fan- 
ciful fubjedl,  illuflrated  with  appropriate  engrav- 
ings. This  work,  however,  is  rather  a defuj- 
tory  collection  of  obfervations  and  conjec- 
tures, than  a regular  fyftem  of  phvfiognoniy. 
That  particular  paffions  have  a ftrong  effect 
upon  particular  features,  is  evident  to  the 
mod  common  obferver  ; and  it  may  be  con- 
ceived, that  an  habitual  indulgence  of  thefe 
paffions  may  poffibly,  in  fome  cafes,  imprefs  a 
diftinguifhing  mark  on  the  countenance : but 
that  a certain  call  of  features  condantly  denotes 
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certain  paflions ; and  that  by  contemplating  the 
countenance,  we  can  infallibly  * difcover  alfo  the 
mental  qualities,  is  an  hypothecs  liable  to  fo 
many  exceptions,  as  renders  it  impoikble  to 
eflablifh  a general  and  uniform  fyftem.  But 
Mr.  Lavater,  like  a true  enthufiafl,  carries  his 
theory  much  farther:  for  he  not  only  pretends 
to  difcover  the  chara&ers  and  paffions  by  the 
features,  complexion,  form  of  the  head,  turn 

* Mr.  Lavater,  however,  modeftly  renounces  preten- 
tions to  infallibility  in  every  cafe,  though  he  claims  it  in 
many  inftances.  This  vifionary  but  entertaining  author 
thus  clofes  his  preface  ; “ At  the  moment  I write  this, 
“ my  progrefs  (in  the  fcience  of  phyfiognomy)  is  fuch, 
**  that  if  there  are  fome  phyfiognomies  on  which  I can 
pronounce  no  judgment,  there  are,  on  the  other 
4t  hand,  a great  many  lines  and  features,  on  which  I 
^ am  able  to  decide  with  a conviction  of  truth  and  evi- 
dence  equal  to  that  which  I have  of  my  own  exift- 
**  ence.” 

This  lingular  and  expensive  work  was  publifhed,  both 
in  German  and  French,  under  the  author’s  infpe&ion. 
Its  title  in  German  is  “ Phyfiognomifche  Fragmente  zur 
s<  beforderungder  Menfchenkennifs  und  Menfchenliebe 
in  French,  “ Elfai  fur  la  Phyliognomie  deftine  a faire 
“ connoitre  I’Homme  et  a le  faire  aimer.”  It  has  been 
Jikewife  publifhed  in  Englifli  under  the  title  of  “ An 
Eihiy  on  Phyfiognomy,  defigned  to  promote  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  mankind.”  A cheaper  edition, 
in  lour  volumes  8vo.,  has  been  recently  publifhed. 
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of  the  neck  *,  and  motion  of  the  arms ; but 
he  alfo  draws  inferences  of  the  fame  kind  even 
from  the  hand-writing.  Indeed  his  fyftem  is 
founded  upon  fuch  univerfal  principles,  that 
he  applies  the  fame  rules  to  all  animated  nature, 
extending  them  not  only  to  brutes,  but  even 
to  infaft’s.  That  the  temper  of  a horfe  may  be 
difcovered  by  his  countenance,  will  not  perhaps 
ilrike  you  as  abfurd:  but  did  you  ever  hear 
before,  that  any  quality  could  be  inferred  from 
the  phyfiognomy  of  a bee,  an  ant,  or  a cock- 
chafer ? While  I give  my  opinion  thus  freely 
concerning  Mr.  Lavater*s  notions,  you  will  rea- 
dily perceive  that  I am  not  one  of  thofe  who  are 
initiated  into  the  myfteries  of  his  art. 

Mr.  Lavater  has  not  merely  confined  himfelf 
to  phyfiognomy.  He  has  compofed  facred 
hymns  and  national  fongs,  which  are  much 
efteemed  for  their  fimplicity.  He  has  alfo 

* “ Being  on  a vifit  to  Mr.  Zimmerman  at  Bioughf5' 
fays  Lavater  in  his  preface,  “ we  ftepped  to  the  window 
i{  to  notice  a military  proceffion,  when  a face,  with  which 
&t  I was  wholly  unacquainted,  fo  forcibly  (truck  me, 
44  that  I formed  a decided  judgment  on  the  cafe. 
4<  Reflection  had  no  (hare  in  it,  for  I did  not  imagine 
il  that  what  I had  faid  deferved  notice.  Mr.  Zimmer- 
4<  man  immediately  afked  me,  with  figns  of  great  fur- 
u prife,  4 on  what  do  you  found  your  judgment  ^ I 
£6  replied,  4 on  the  turn  of  the  neck 
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given  to  the  public  numerous  works  on  facred 
fubje&s.  I am  concerned  to  add,  that  the  inge- 
nious author  extends  to  religion  the  fame  enthu- 
fiafm  which  he  has  employed  in  his  researches  on 
phyfiognomy,  and  in  his  poetical  compofitions : 
the  warmth  of  his  imagination  hurries  him  on  to 
adopt  whatever  is  mod  fanciful  and  extraordi- 
nary; to  outftep  the  limits  of  fober  reafon;  to 
be  an  advocate  for  the  efficacy  of  abfolute  faith ; 
for  inward  illuminations  ; fupernatural  vifions ; 
and  the  miraculous  effects  of  animal  magnetifm  in 
the  cure  of  diforders.  The  infmuating  addrefs 
of  Mr.  Lavater,  the  vivacity  of  his  converfation, 
the  amenity  of  his  manners,  together  with  the 
Angularity  and  animation  of  his  ftyle,  have  con- 
tributed more  to  diffufe  his  fyftem  and  principles, 
than  found  arguments  or  deep  learning,  which 
are  not  to  be  found  in  his  lively,  but  defultory 
compofitions 

Among 

* It  was  natural  to  imagine,  from  the  enthufiafm  of 
his  character,  that  Lavater  would  become  an  advocate 
for  the  fpecious  fyftem  of  French  equality.  At  a 
diftance  he  hailed  the  dawn  of  liberty  ; but  he  no  fooner 
fek  its  nearer  approach,  than  he  became  one  of  its  moft 
inveterate  enemies.  He  found  from  experience,  that 
the  plaufible  terms  of  emancipation,  liberty,  and  equa- 
lity, were  tiled  to  function  pillage,  oppreftion,  and 
defpotrfm.  While  his  country  was  yet  buffering  under 
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Among  the  eminent  men  of  Zuric,  mu  ft  not 
be  omitted  Dr.  Hirtzel,  a learned  phyftcian,  who 
is  defervedly  ftyled  the  Swifs  Plutarch,  and  has, 
among  various  publications,  more  particularly 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  Socrate  Ruftique , and 
by  the  lives  of  Sultzer  and  Heydegger. 


the  calamities  of  French  brotherhood,  he  publifhed  his 
celebrated  Philippic  againft  the  French  Directory,  which 
he  dated  <£  the  firft  year  of  Helvetic  Slavery.”  In  this 
animated  apoftrophe,  after  inveighing  againft  the  perfidy 
and  defpotifm  of  the  French,  he  pays  a due  tribute  of 
applaufe  to  the  mild  adminiftration  of  the  ancient  repub- 
lic, the  remembrance  of  which  the  preffure  of  French 
defpotifm  rendered  more  endearing. 

48  We  now  imagined  that  we  had  accomplifhed  all 
u your  arbitrary  mandates,  and  that  no  troops  fhould 
it  enter  our  territories.  Vain  hope  1 you  came  with  an 
u armed  force,  which  you  quartered  upon  our  citizens 
i(  and  peafants.  You  drained  our  unhappy  country; 
**  and,  to  crown  our  humiliation,  you  impofed  a contri- 
bution  of  three  millions  of  livres  upon  our  fenatorial 
u-  families  ; the  families  who  for  ages  had  conftitution- 
u ally  held  the  reins  of  government,  and  held  them 
u without  any  imputation  of  abufe  or  peculation,  cer- 
8<  tainly  without  extortion ; who  made  no  ftruggle  to 
<ii  maintain  the  exclufive  authority  our  conftitution  had 
st  vefted  in  them,  and  againft  whom,  therefore,  you 
88  could  not  allege  any  well-founded  charge.  The 
88  liberty  you  conferred  on  us,  in  return  for  all  thefe 
48  exa&ions,  was  the  privilege  of  parting  ultimately  with 
lif  our  ineftimabie  freedoun” 
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Leonhard  Meifler,  profeffor  of  hiflory  and  mo- 
rality in  the  School  of  Arts,  deferves  to  be  mem 
tioned  among  the  learned  men  of  Zuric.  The 
verfatility  of  his  talents  will  be  collefted  from  a 
bare  catalogue  of  his  principal  works : which  are 
written  in  the  German  tongue.— On  Fanaticifm ; 
the  Hiflory  of  the  German  Language  and  Lite- 
rature ; Lives  of  the  celebrated  men  of  Zuric ; 
Swifs  Biography;  the  mofl  memorable  Events  of 
the  Helvetic  Hiflory,  in  Chronological  Order ; 
Inflances  of  Intolerance  and  Fanaticifm  in  Swit- 
zerland ; Public  Law  of  Switzerland ; Hiflory  of 
the  Town  and  Canton  of  Zuric ; Panegyric  on 
Bodmer ; Excurfions  through  various  Parts  of 
Switzerland ; Charafter  of  the  German  Poets., 
in  Chronological  Order,  with  their  Portraits ; 
Abridgment  of  Antient  Hiflory,  particularly  of 
the  Greeks,  with  an  Introduction  on  the  Fine 
Arts  and  Polite  Literature.  In  all  his  writings 
the  judicious  author  has  difplayed  great  zeal  for 
the  promotion  of  learning,  corrre&nefs  of  tafte, 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and  much  hiftorical  and 
biographical  knowledge.  But  in  his  obfer va- 
rious on  fanaticifm  and  intolerance,  he  has 

* 

treated  thofe  fubjecls  in  a new  light : he  has 
illufl  rated  their  dreadful  e fie cbs  on  government 
and  civil  fociety  by  hiftorical  events,  and  in  a 
political  view ; he  has  appealed  Trom  theory  to 
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experience,  and  exemplified  questionable  argu- 
ments by  unanfwerable  fafts.  In  this  inflance 
he  has  been  no  lefs  ufeful  in  combating  perfe- 
ction, than  in  repreffing  the  fpiiit  of  fanaticifm 
that  prevailed  among  many  of  his  count!  y men, 
and  which  is  dihafed  by  men  of  lively  abilities 
and  popular  manners  ** 

The  curiofity  of  the  naturalift  will  be  amply 

« * 

gratified  by  a view  of  the  horary  and  cabinet  of 
Mr.  John  Gefner,  profefibr  of  phyiics,  and  ca- 
non of  the  cathedral,  who  inherits  the  zeal  for 
natural  hiilory  which  char  after  ifed  his  great  an- 
ceftor  Conrad  Gefner.  His  proficiency  in  the 
ftudy  of  nature,  and  particularly  his  accurate  Skill 
in  botany,  has  been  abundantly  tefiified  by  the 
repeated  acknowledgments  of  Haller,  whom 
fie  accompanied  in  his  herborifing  excurfions 
through  the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  and  who 
confeffes  himfelf  indebted  to  Gefner  for  va- 
rious obfervations  and  important  difcoveries. 

* Since  the  revolution  of  Switzerland,  Professor 
Meifter  has  publifhed  a tradd,  ii  Ueber  den  Gang  der 

Politifchen  Bewengungen  in  der  Schweiz,”  or,  f<  On 
“ the  Progrefs  of  Revolutionary  Movements  in  Switzer- 
«£  land.”  This  work  contains  many  curious  particulars 
concerning  the  condudd  of  the  Swifs  Bates,  and  of  Zuric 
in  particular,  but  muft  be  read  with  caution,  as  it  was 
plainly  written  under  Trench  influence. 


Gefner’s 


94 


LETTER  9, 

GefnerJs  cabinet  is  extremely  rich  in  foflils,  and 
remarkable  for  the  drawings  of  the  principal 
fpecimens  of  his  mufeum  $ and  for  numerous 
reprelentations  of  infers  admirably  painted  by 
Schellenberg.  One  of  the  molt  curious  parts  of 
his  collection,  is  a great  botanical  work,  which 
Haller  calls  vqftijjimum  et  pulcherrimum  opus ; 
and  which,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  he  has 
hithei  to  withheld  from  the  public.  He  has  ex® 
hibited,  in  eighty  tables,  a thoufand  generical 
characters  of  plants,  according  to  the  Linnaean 
fyftem,  together  with  many  of  the  fpecific  cha- 
racters. Ihefe  tables,  intended  to  illuftrate  a 
general  hiftory  of  plants,  which,  as  appears  by 
his  own  letters  to  Haller,  the  author  meditated^ 
were  drawn  and  engraved  by  Geifler,  the  fame 
perfon  who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  painting  the 
fhells  oi  Regenfnfs  #. 

Amidfl  the  various  occupations  of  Gefner„ 
botany,  to  which  he  had  an  early  and  ftrong  at® 
tachment,  has  engaged  a great  {hare  of  his  atten- 
tion ; belides  two  or  three  early  productions  in 
this  line,  he  began,  in  the  year  1759,  to  publilh 
a work  which  he  has  extended  to  eight  publica- 
tions, in  the  quarto  form. 

* See  Coxe’s  XYavels  into  Poland,  &c.  Book  viiL 
chap.  iv. 
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The  hr  ft  feven  parts  bear  the  title  of  Ph-yt  agra- 
phia Sacra  Generalis  ; the  remaining,  that  of  Phy- 
tographia  Sacra  Specialise  In  this  work  the  author 
treats  on  philofophy,  of  vegetation  in  general, 
and  on  the  circulation  of  the  lap  through  the 
particular  parts  of  plants ; on  the  Linnsean  fyftem 
againft  the  objections  of  Alfton ; on  the  ufes  of 
plants  as  food  to  man,  and  gives  a detail  of  up« 
wards  of  a hundred  edible  kinds,  with  a corn* 
pendlous  account  of  the  fpecific  properties  of 
each  ; on  the  medicinal  ufes  of  plants ; on  the 
various  ceconomical  ufes  of  vegetables,  iiluftrat- 
ing  in  a particular  manner,  among  many  others, 
thofe  of  the  Palm-tree,  Flax,  and  Aloes.  In 
the  latter  volumes  of  this  work,  the  author 
treats  on  other  advantages  derived  to  mankind 
from  the  vegetable  world.  He  fpeaks,  for  in- 
fiance,  on  the  nature  and  conftituent  parts  of 
turf  and  peat,  and  enumerates  the  fpecies  of  bog 
and  fen  plants  which  enter  into  the  compofition 
of  each ; on  the  kinds  of  fhrubs  proper  for  hedges ; 
on  timber  for  building,  and  particularly  fuch  trees 
as  were  ufed  for  thofe  purpofes  by  the  ancients. 
In  the  firft  part,  which  is  all  that  is  hitherto 
publifhed,  of  what  he  names  Phytographia  Sacra 
Specialise  he  has  given  an  account  of  thofe  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  the  plants  of  the  holy 
fcriptures,  and  enters  upon  the  hiftory  of  each. 

The 
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The  Society  of  Phyfics  owes  its  origin  to 
Meffrs.  Heydegger,  Schultetz,  and  John  Gefner, 
who  firfl  aiTembled  in  1 745,  and  admitted  others, 
in  order  to  attend  a courfe  of  lectures  on  na- 
tural hiftory.  This  courfe  was  read  by  Gefner, 
profeffor  of  phyfics,  who  fo  greatly  excited  the 
attention,  and  animated  the  zeal  of  his  audi- 
ence, that  in  a fhort  fpace  of  time  the  members 
were  increafed  to  feventy.  The  firfh  regular 
meeting  was  held  in  1745,  in  a private  houfe; 
and  in  a few  years  they  deferved  and  received 
the  protection  of  government,  which  granted  the 
profits  of  a lottery  towards  eftablifhing  a fund,, 
There  are  now  about  a hundred  and  twelve 
members : each  pays  on  his  admittance  eight 
florins,  or  about  feventeen  fhiilings,  and  the  fame 
fum  annually.  Since  1 757,  a fuite  of  apartments, 
in  a houfe  belonging  to  one  of  the  tribes,  has 
been  afiigned  for  holding  their  affemblies,  and  for 
containing  their  library  and  apparatus. 

The  fociety  is  divided  into  five  departments. 
1.  Phyfics.  2.  Mathematics.  3.  Natural  hif- 
tory. 4.  Medicine.  5.  Application  of  phyfics 
to  arts  and  trades.  But  the  grand  and  principal 
objeCt  of  this  fociety,  is  the  encouragement  and 
improvement  of  pra&ical  agriculture.  For  this 
purpofe  the  members  correfpond  with  the  land- 
holders in  different  parts  of  the  canton ; vifit  va- 
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nous  diftricts  in  rotation  ; fummon  to  Zuric  foine 
of  the  bed  informed  fanners  ; acquaint  them- 
felves  with  the  (late  of  hufbandry ; give  them 
mflruCtions ; offer  prizes  for  improvements  in 
cultivation;  furnifh  fmall  fums  of  money  to  the 
poorer  peafants:  and  communicate  to  the  public 
the  refult  of  their  inquiries  and  obfervations. 

Ihe  public  library  at  Zuric  contains  about 
25,000  volumes,  and  a few  curious  manu- 
fcripts.  Among  which,  the  following  princi- 
pally attra&ed  my  attention*  1.  The  original 
manufcript  of  C)uintilian,  found  in  the  library 
of  St.  Gallen,  and  from  which  the  firfl  edition 
of  that  great  rhetorician  was  printed.  2.  The 
pfalms  in  the  Greek  tongue,  written  on  parch- 
ment dyed  of  a violet  colour.  The  letters  are 
filver,  excepting  the  initials,  which  are  in  golden 
characters,  and  the  marginal  references,  which 
are  red.  It  is  fimilar  to  the  celebrated  Codex 
Argent eus  * in  the  library  of  Upfala.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  once  formed  part  of  the  Codex  Va- 
tic  anus , preferved  in  the  Vatican  library  at  Rome: 
as  both  thefe  manufcripts  are  fimilar,  and  the 
Roman  volume  is  deficient  in  the  pfalms.  The 
learned  Breitinger  has  publifhed  a differtation  on 


* See  Travels  into  Poland, 
chap.  vi. 
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this  codex  *.  3.  Several  manufcripts  of  Zuingle^ 

which  prove  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  that 
celebrated  reformer®  Among  thefe  I particularly 
noticed  his  Latin  Commentary  on  Genehs  and 
Ifaiah,  and  a copy  of  St.  Paul  s Epifties  from 
the  Greek  Teftament  publiffied  by  Erafmus®  At 
the  end  is  written  an  infcription  in  the  Greek 
tongue,  fignifying,  Copied  by  Ulric  Zuingle, 

■ 1415/’  It  was  prefented  to  the  public  library 
by  Ann  Zuingle,  the  laft  furvivor  of  his  illuf- 
trious  race.  4.  Three  Latin  letters  fiom  Lady 

fane  Grey  to  Bullinger,  in  15 51’  1 552’ anc^  1 5 53° 
Thefe  letters,  written  with  her  own  hand,  breathe 
a fpirit  of  the  mo  ft  unaffeded  piety,  and  prove 
the  extraordinary  progrefs  which  this  unfortunate 
and  accomplifhed  princefs,  though  only  in  the 
fixteenth  year  of  her  age,  had  made  in  various 
branches  of  literature®  The  Greek  and  Hebrew 
quotations  {hew  that  (he  was  well  acquainted 
with  thofe  languages®  Thefe  letters,  though 
given  in  feveral  publications,  yet  are  not  printed 
with  that  accuracy,  which  the  relics  of  fuch  a 
perfonage  deferve.  This  library  is  rich  in  the 
bed  editions  of  the  daffies;  and  particularly  in 
the  early  impreffions  of  the  1 5th  century. 

* De  Antiqulffimo  Turicenfis  Bibliothecas  Graeco  Pfab 
mo  rum  Lobro  Turici.  1 7 
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The  library  of  the  cathedral  belonging  to  the 
Caroline  College,  contains  feveral  manufcripts  of 
the  reformers  Bullinger,  Pelican,  Bibliander,  and 
Leon  Juda;  particularly  the  tranflation  of  the 
lalmud  by  Pelican  and  Bibliander,  which  has 
never  been  printed  ; alfo  fixty  volumes  of  letters 
from  Zuingle  and  the  early  reformers,  with  a 
complete  index.  This  collection,  fo  interefting 
to  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  was  formed  by  Henry 
Hottinger  *,  the  learned  author  of  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Reformation,  renowned  for  his  extenftve 
erudition,  and  particularly  for  his  profound 
(kill  in  oriental  literature.  The  librarian  pointed 
out  an  antient  manufcript  of  the  Latin  Vulgate, 
called  Codex  Carolinus , and  fuppofed  to  have 
been  a prefent  from  Charlemain ; but  without 
foundation,  for  it  is  certainly  of  much  later 
date,  probably  of  the  eleventh  century.  Among 
the  rare  books  is  the  Latin  Bible,  tranflated 
by  Pelican,  Bibliander,  and  Leon  Juda,  printed 
at  Zuric  in  1545. 

The  lover  of  literary  and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory 
will  not  fail  to  infpeCt  the  Reverend  Mr.  Sim- 
ler’s  ample  collection  of  letters,  which  pafled 

* was  b°rn  1620;  and  was  drowned  in  the 
Limmat,  1667. 
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between  Zuingle  and  the  other  reformers 
of  Zuric,  and  their  correfpondents  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe,  dhe  learned  profeffor 
propofed  to  print  by  fubfcription,  in  two 
volumes  folio,  the  letters  of  the  Engliffi  re- 
formers, feveral  of  which  Burnet  has  pub- 
lifted  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation, 
but  with  many  errors.  Not  finding,  how- 
ever,  fufficient  fubfcribers  for  fo  expenfive 
a work,  he  wras  obliged  to  relinquifh  his 
plan,  to  the  regret  of  all  lovers  oi  bio- 
graphv. 

The  library  of  M.  de  Heydegger,  fenator 
of  Zuric,  deferves  the  notice  of  the  learned 
traveller.  The  ingenious  poffeffor  inherited 
from  his  father  only  3000  volumes,  which  he 
has  extended  to  i5?oo°*  Elis  principal  aim 
is  directed  to  thofe  books  that  were  unknown 
to  Maittaire,  which  might  affiff  in  correding 
his  typographical  annals,  and  in  forming  an 
accurate  and  connected  hiftory  of  printing. 
In  this  colledion  are  found  many  rare  and 
elegant  impreffions  by  the  Aldufes,  Juntas, 
Giolitos,  Torzentino,  Stephens,  Elzevirs, 
Comino,  Tonfon,  Wetftein,  Balkerville,  Bodoni, 
Barbot,  and  Didot.  It  is  particularly  rich  in  the 

carlieft  impreffions,  of  which  there  are  no  lefs 
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than  feven  hundred  printed  in  the  fifteenth 
century  *. 

* Among  many  rare  books,  I noted  down  the  fol- 
lowing : Ciceronis  Officia.  Fuft  et  Scheiffer  1465.  pet. 
in  folio, — Jo.  Sanuenfis  Catholicon,  folio.  Aug.  Vin- 
del.  Gunther,  Zeiner  et  Reutlingen,  1469  — Fir  ft  edi- 
tion of  Petrarcha  Venet.  Vindel.  de  Spira,  1470.  See 
Cat.de  la  Valliere,  1783.  No.  3579.  — Firft  edition  of 
Dante,  C.  Fulginei  Neumeifter  1472.  See  la  Valliere, 
No.  3558.  — ■ Boccacio  Genealogia  Deorum  et  liber  de 
Montibus  et  Sylvis.  Venet.  Vindel.  de  Spira,  1472  and 
1473,  Firft  edition.— De  Claris  Mulieribus.  Ulma  Sv. 
Zeiner,  1473.  Firft  edition,  with  wooden  cuts,  very 
fingular.  See  Catalogue  de  la  Valliere,  No.  3810  and 
5609. — Boccacio  Decamerone  Venet.  Gio.  et  Greo*or.  de 
Gregorii  ffatelli,  1492,  folio,  wooden  cuts.  The  De- 
cameron tranflated  into  German  about  1475,  folio.— 
Mamontreclus  Beronae  p.  Helian  Helite,  1470,  folio. 
This  book  was  printed  at  Munfter,  in  the  canton  of 
Lucerne,  and  is  curious,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  inftance 
?)£  typography  in  Switzerland, 
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Expedition  along  the  Borders  of  the  Lake  of  Zuric 
• — Rychterfchwyl — Ifle  ofUfnau — Rapperfchwyl 
• — Grunengen  — UJiar — - Greiffenfee — Excurfion 
to  Regenfherg , and  to  the  Summit  of  the  Lager - 
berg* 

TOURING  my  firft  tour  through  Switzerland, 

I palled  too  fhort  a time  at  Zuric  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  delightful 
environs,  which,  for  mild  beauties  of  nature, 
numerous  population,  and  well-being  of  the 
peafantry,  is  fcarcely  furpaffed  by  any  fpot  on 
the  globe.  Having,  on  fubfequent  occafions, 
refided  longer  at  Zuric,  I did  not  omit  making 
feveral  excurfions  into  various  parts  of  the 
canton ; an  account  of  which  will  form  the 
fubjeft  of  the  prefent  letter. 

The  weather  clearing  up  after  feveral  conti- 
nued and  heavy  rains,  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1785,  I accompanied  M.  de  Bonftet  of  Bern, 
Profelfor  Meifter,  and  fome  other  gentlemen 
of  Zuric,  in  a delightful  tour  round  the  lake. 
We  had  no  need  of  guides,  as  the  country 
well  known  to  my  companions,  and  we 

had 
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had  no  incumbrance  of  baggage.  Having  made 
an  early  dinner,  according  to  the  cudom  of 
the  place,  we  departed  at  mid-day  ; walked 
about  three  miles,  through  vineyards  and  corn- 
fields,  to  Kuffnach,  a final!  village  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  lake,  where  we  paid  a vifit  to  a 
gentleman,  and  were  ferved  with  tea,  dices  of 
bread  and  butter,  and  cherries. 

In  1778,  Kuffnach  was  confiderably  damaged 
by  the  rife  of  a fmall  torrent,  which  rudied 
down  the  mountains,  carried  away  twenty- 
five  houfes,  and  dedroyed  about  fixty  perfons. 
This  torrent,  now  only  a little  rill,  fwelled  to 
fuch  a degree,  as  to  rife  at  lead  thirty  feet  above 
its  ufual  level ; an  increafe  owing  to  the  bidden 
melting  of  the  fnow  on  the  neighbouring 
heights.  Every  afddance  was  indantly  afforded 
to  the  wretched  inhabitants,  and  a collection 
of  £.  3000  raifed  in  one  Sunday  at  the  different 
churches  of  Zuric  : an  adonifhing  collection  for 
a town  which  does  not  contain  1 x, 000  fouls. 

I am  indebted  to  Profeffor  Meider  for  fevera! 
obfervations  * on  the  population,  indudry,  and 
productions  of  Kuffnach,  and  the  neighbouring 
villages. 

Having 


# Kuffnach  contains  about  1700  fouls,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  are  no  lefs  peopled  : this  adonifhing 
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Having  repofed  ourfelves  about  an  hour  at 
Kuflfnach,  we  continued  our  walk  through  vine- 


population  in  fo  fmall  a compafs  is  occafioned  by  the 
trade  of  the  capital,  which  employs  many  hands.  The 
proportion  between  the  produce  of  the  foil,  and  the  pro- 
fits derived  from  working  for  the  manufactures,  may  be 
eftimated  from  the  following  calculation  : Five  parifhes 
and  two  villages,  fituated  near  the  lakes  of  Zuric  and 
Greiffen,  contain  8498  fouls ; and  comprehend  only 
6050  acres  of  arable  land,  698  of  vines,  and  3407  of 
pafture,  or  fcarcely  an  acre  and  a quarter  for  each 
perfon.  Their  fubfiftence  is  principally  fuppliedby  2016 
looms,  by  means  of  which  they  prepare  filk  and.  cotton 
for  the  merchants  of  Zuric.  In  thefe  parts  an  acre  is 
fold  for  £.  100  or  £.  120  ; whereas  the  fame  quantity  in 
the  interior  part  of  the  canton  is  worth  only  £. 20  or. 
£.  30.  The  acre  here  mentioned  contains  from  32,600 
to  36,000  fquare  feet. 

In  fixteen  parifhes,  fituated  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  1784,  were  32,581. 
There  were  27 1 marriages,  1135  births.  The  propor- 
tion of  the  marriages  to  the  births,  as  loco  to  4188  ; 
of  the  births  to  the  deaths,  as  1000  to  8S2  ; of  the  births 
to  the  living,  as  1000  to  18,705  ; of  the  deaths  to  the 
living,  as  2000  to  32,515  ; of  the  males  to  the  females, 
as  1000  to  1 09 7. 

1 have  already  obferved  in  the  note  (p.  69),  that  thefe 
borderers  of  the  lake  were  the  fir  ft  to  adopt  the  French 
principles,  and  had  a chief  fhare  in  promoting  the  fub- 
jecVion  of  the  canton. 

During 
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yards  and  corn-fields,  fometimes  on  the  Hoping 
banks  of  the  lake,  fometimes  on  a fmall  foot- 
path formed  on  terraces  upon  a level  with  the 
water ; or  along  narrow  roads  that  refemble 
gravel  walks  winding  through  pleafure-grounds 
and  parks  in  England.  We  enjoyed,  during 
great  part  of  the  way,  the  moft  agreeable  fhade 
from  large  beech  and  oak,  walnut  and  other 
fruit-trees,  that  overhang  like  weeping  willows; 
many  of  which  are  planted  almoft  horizontally, 
either  ftretching  from  the  fides  of  the  hill,  or 


During  the  effervefcence  of  the  revolution  their  griev- 
ances were  exaggerated,  and  they  were  compared  with 
the  African  {laves  in  the  Weft  Indies.  They  were  cer- 
tainly excluded  by  the  commercial  government  of  Zuric 
from  fome  rights,  which  they  ought  to  have  enjoyed  ; 
but  their  condition  upon  the  whole  was  extremely  eafy 
and  comfortable,  as  fufficiently  appeared  from  the 
flouriftiing  ftate  of  the  country.  Even  General  Schaw- 
embourg,  as  he  failed  up  the  Lake,  and  obferved  the 
borders,  luxuriant  in  cultivation  and  induftry,  and  with 
every  mark  of  profperity,  could  not  avoid  exclaiming, 
*f  11  eft  cependant  difficile  de  retrouver  ici  les  traces  du 
(t  defpotifme.” 

In  fad  thefe  borderers  had  no  fooner  effeded  a change 
in  the  conftitution,  and  obtained  , pofleffion  of  power, 
than  they  wifhed  to  retain  it ; and  attempting  to  refill 
the  aggreftion  of  the  French,  they  were  difarmed* 
pillaged,  and  fined* 


from 


10  6 LETTER  10. 

from  the  margin  of  the  water,  their  boughs 
dipping  into  the  lake  : the  fcattered  cottages, 
the  numerous  villages,  the  pi&urefque  villas 
placed  on  the  banks,  and  feveral  neat  churches, 
added  to  the  beauty  of  the  ever-changing 
fcenery. 

Having  continued  our  walk  about  three  miles, 
we  flopped  at  a peafant’s  houfe  in  Meile,  who 
regaled  us  with  our  ufual  fare,  milk  and  cherries, 
but  would  receive  no  recompenfe.  Here  we 
embarked  and  croffed  the  lake,  enjoying  a mofl 
agreeable  view  of  each  border  ftudded  with 
villas,  churches,  and  villages,  half  concealed  by 
the  intervening  trees.  As  we  paffed  near  a bold 
promontory,  richly  covered  with  wood,  we 
obferved  the  fun,  which  was  hid  under  a cloud, 
gilding  the  diflant  town  of  Rapperfchwyl,  the 
hills  towards  Zuric  filvered  by  a milder  ray,  and 
the  fublime  mountains  of  Glarus  riling  in 
gloomy  majefly  from  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  lake. 

We  landed  at  Weddenfchweil,  which  is  agree- 
ably fituated  on  the  well  fide  of  the  lake.  It  is 
the  capital  of  a bailliage,  that  flretches  to  the 
limits  of  the  cantons  of  Zug  and  Schweitz,  and 
was  formerly  an  independent  lordfhip.  In  1287 
it  was  fold  by  Rodolph  of  Weddenfchweil  to  the 
knights  of  Jerufalem  5 and  became  a comman- 
der y 
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dery  until  14^9,  when  Zuric  pui chafed  it  from 
the  matter  of  that  order  'for  20,000  florins. 
The  inhabitants,  having  revolted  in  1466,  were 
deprived  of  feveral  privileges,  and  particularly 
the  criminal  jurifdidion,  which  was  transferred 
to  the  fenate  of  Zuric.  Notwithftanding  the 
lofs  of  thefe  immunities,  the  mildnefs  of 
government  is  fufHciently  manifefted,  by  the 
confiderable  increafe  of  the  population  within 
this  laft  century  ; the  number  of  fouls,  which, 
in  1678  confided  of  only  4867,  amounted  in 
1782  to  8 188. 

Near  Weddenfchweil,  a beautiful  meadow, 
Ikirted  with  wood,  and  fertilized  by  a lively 
ftream,  tempted  us  to  quit  the  road,  and 
we  had  fcarcely  proceeded  fifty  paces  before 
we  faw  a filver  rill  gufhing  from  the  cievice 
of  a rock  fringed  with  wood.  While  we 
were  contemplating  this  pleafmg  landfcape,  we 
heard  the  noife  of  falling  waters,  and  caught  a 
glimpfe  of  a torrent  tumbling  from  an  elevated 
rock,  gliftening  through  the  dark  foliage,  and 
richly  illumined  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  which 
was  concealed  from  our  view.  Having  pene- 
trated by  the  fide  of  the  torrent,  we  faw  it 
burtting  from  the  height,  amid  furrounding 

trees,  fall  about  fix  feet  upon  a ridge,  and 
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then  roll  fifty  feet  in  mid  air.  The  effect 
was  peculiarly  ftriking.  Nor  could  we  fuffk 
ciently  admire  the  amphitheatre  of  rock,  the 
beeches  fufpended  on  its  top  and  fides,  the 
beams  of  the  fun  darting  on  the  falling 
waters,  and  the  noife  of  the  torrent  contrafted 
with  the  mild  and  tranquil  beauties  of  the 
lake. 

Our  walk  to  Richlifwick,  where  we  paffed 
the  night,  was  no  lefs  agreeable  than  that  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  lake.  The  road  ran 
fometimes  through  meadows,  at  a little  diflance 
from  the  lake,  fometimes  clofe  to  the  water, 
under  the  (hade  of  trees  fcattered  by  the  hand 
of  nature,  in  the  mofl  capricious  lhapes : we 
fcarcely  advanced  a hundred  fteps  without  pair- 
ing a neat  cottage,  and  meeting  with  peafants, 
who  faluted  us  as  we  went  along  ; every  fpot  of 
ground  is  highly  cultivated,  and  bore  the 
appearance  of  induftry  and  plenty. 

At  Richlifwick,  which,  like  Weddenfchweil, 
contains  many  good  houfes  of  Hone,  plaiftered 
and  white-wafhed,  ornamented  with  green  win- 
dow-flutters, and  Venetian  blinds,  we  found 
an  inn  with  comfortable  accommodations, 
This  place  is  the  paffage  of  much  merchandize 
to  different  parts  on  the  fhores  of  the  lake,  and 
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is  greatly  reforted  to  by  the  pilgrims,  in  their 
way  to  Einfidlin  *. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  embarked  for 
the  Ifle  of  Ufnau.  The  weather  was  uncom- 
monly fine,  the  lake  quite  kill,  the  reflection 
of  the  white  houfes  quivered  on  the  furface  of 
the  water  ; the  hollows  of  the  diflant  moun- 
tains feemed  to  be  filled  •with  a tranfparent 
vapour,  which  induced  me  to  cry  out,  in  the 
language  of  poetry, 

Pleafant  the  flirty 

i(  When  firjl  on  this  delightful  land  he  fpreads 
ie  His  orient  beams,  on  herb , tree , fruit , and flower, 
u GUfF ring  with  dew 


* Thefe  once  happy  diftrifts  on  both  tides  of  the  lake  of 
Zuric,  after  an  undifiurbed  tranquillity  of  three  hun- 
dred years,  became,  in  May  1 7 9B , the  feene  of  devastation 
and  carnage,  in  the  unequal  conflict  between  the  French 
and  the  Swifs  peafants  of  the  fmall  cantons,  who  rofe 
to  defend  their  liberties,  and,  after  entering  Lucerne, 
marched  in  two  bodies  on  each  fide  of  the  lake,  to 
drive  the  French  from  Zuric.  After  an  obftinate  refin- 
ance again fi  fuperior  forces,  the  corps  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  lake  were  defeated  with  great  (laughter,  and  Rapper- 
fchwyl  Formed  and  pillaged.  Five  thoufand  Swifs,  fia- 
tioned  near  Richterfchwyl,  repulfed  the  French  at  the 
firft  onfet,  but  with  the  aid  of  artillery  were  at  length 
overpowered.  Their  fpirited  refinance  even  extorted 
the  applaufe  of  the  French  commander, 
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About  a mile  from  Richlifwick  is  a {ingle 
houfe  {landing  on  a gentle  acclivity,  the  walls  of 
which  divide  the  canton  of  Zuric  from  that  of 
Schweitz,  and  at  the  fame  time  fet  inftant  bounds 
to  that  induflry  and  population  which  had 
attracted  our  wonder  and  delight. 

In  two  hours  we  landed  at  IJfnau,  which 
is  about  an  Englifh  mile  in  circumference,  and 
belongs  to  the  abbey  of  Einfidlin.  It  contains 
only  a fmgle  houfe,  inhabited  by  a peafant’s 
family,  two  barns,  a kind  of  tower  or  furnmer- 
houfe,  feated  on  the  higheft  point,  a chapel 
never  ufed,  and  a church  in  which  mafs  is 
faid  only  twice  in  the  year.  Within  is  the 
tomb  of  St.  Alderic,  who  built  an  hermitage  on 
the  ifiand,  to  which  he  retired.  He  died  in 
2473,  anc^  was  highly  revered  for  his  fuppofed 
fan&ity  ; as  a Latin  infcription  informs  us5 
that  he  was  fed  with  bread  from  heaven, 
and  walked  upon  the  furface  of  the  waters.’* 
This  ifiand  is  fometimes  called  Hutten’s  Ifland, 
in  memory  of  that  extraordinary  perfon,  who 
retired  and  died  in  this  obfcure  fpot. 

Hutten,  defcended  from  an  illuftrious  family, 
was  born  at  Seckenberg  in  Franconia,  and  re-* 
ceiving  an  education  fuitable  to  his  birth,  pro- 
fecuted  his  fludies  with  that  impetuous  zeal 
which  was  the  leading  mark  of  his  character* 
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JJle  of  Ufnau. 

He  paffed  a life  of  almoft  unparalleled  viciffi- 
tude  ; fometimes  in  the  camp,  fignalized  for 
perfonal  courage ; in  univerfities,  where  he 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  various  publications  ; 
in  courts,  received  with  refpeft,  or  driven 
away  for  infolence  ; and  wandering  over  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe  in  extreme  indigence. 
Having,  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  em» 
braced  the  opinions  of  Luther,  he  ufed  both 
his  pen  and  his  fword  in  defence  of  the  new 
do&rines ; was  fo  intemperate  in  his  ardour, 
that  he  was  frequently  imprifoned,  and  alarmed 
even  the  daring  fpirit  of  Luther  by  his  repeated 
outrages.  After  rendering  himfelf  an  obje& 
of  terror  both  to  Lutherans  and  Catholics, 
he  in  vain  fought  repofe  until  he  found  it  in 
this  fequeftered  iiland.  He  expired  in  1523, 
in  the  36th  year  of  his  age  : a man  as  remark- 
able for  genius  and  learning,  as  for  turbulence 
and  prefumption. 

The  ifland  is  agreeably  broken  into  hill  and 
dale,  is  extremely  fertile  in  pafture,  produces 
hemp,  flax,  a few  vines,  and  a fmall  tufted 
wood,  which  overhangs  the  margin  of  the 
water.  It  is  the  only  ifland  in  the  lake  of  Zuric, 
except  an  uninhabited  rock,  which  yields  a fmall 
quantity  of  hay. 
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Having  reimbarked,  we  foon  landed  at  Rap- 
per fch wyl  *,  and  continued  afeending  amid 
hanging  endofures  of  pafture  and  corn,  com* 
manding  a fine  view  of  the  lake,  hills,  moun- 
tains, and  alps.  Palling  the  little  territory- 
belonging  to  Rapperfchwyl,  we  came  into  the 
canton  of  Zuric,  and  entering  a neat  cottage, 
to  inquire  the  road,  we  faw  a peafant  teaching 
about  thirty  children  to  read  and  write.  On 
expreffing  my  fatisfa&ion,  I was  informed  that 
each  village  has  a peafant  fchoolmafler,  either 
entirely  or  partly  paid  by  government ; and  that 
in  this  canton  there  is  fcarcely  a child  who  is  not 
inftru&ed  in  reading  and  writing.  A little  fur- 
ther we  entered  another  cottage,  where  the  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe  offered  us  milk  and  cherries, 
and  placed  upon  the  table  nine  or  ten  large 
filver  fpoons. 

We  continued  our  walk  through  an  enclofed, 
hilly,  and  well-wooded  country,  and  arrived 
about  mid-day  at  Grunengen,  a fmall  burgh, 
capital  of  the  bailliage.  After  dinner  we  paid 
a vifit  to  the  bailif,  who  refides  in  the  caftle, 
which  ftands  on  an  elevated  rock,  overlooking 

o 

an  extenfive  profpeft ; towards  the  fouth  wild 
and  romantic,  towards  the  weft  rich  and  well 

* See  Letter  7. 
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cultivated,  and  watered  by  a lively  dream 
which  flows  from  the  lake  of  Pfeflikon. 

The  bailif  poflefles  confiderable  authority. 
He  judges  civil  and  criminal  affairs,  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  certain  jurymen  and  the  under-baiiif  j 
but  can  pafs  fentence  without  their  concurrence, 
as  neither  of  them  enjoys  a vote.  He  can 
punifh  all  crimes  which  are  not  capital ; can 
order  whipping,  or  even  the  torture,  to  . be 
inflidted,  when  the  criminal  is  convidled,  and 
will  not  confefs ; and  I was  greatly  (hocked  to 
find  that  this  horrid  expedient  had  been  lately 
pradtifed.  Even  in  capital  cafes  he  can  com 
demn  to  death,  provided  he  fummons  eighty 
jurymen  from  the  different  diftridls  to  be  pre- 
fen t at  the  trial ; but  as  this  cufiom  is  attended 
with  much  expence,  he  ufually  fends  the  cub 
pjit  to  Zuric ; in  civil  proceedings  an  appeal  lies 
from  his  decifion  to  the  fenate  of  Zuric. 

If  the  bailif  abufes  his  power,  the  fenate 
readily  liftens  to  the  complaints  of  the  oppreflfed, 
and  would  not  fail  to  punifh  the  unjufl  judge. 
An  inflance  of  this  impartiality  occurred  in 
1 754>  when  the  bailif  was  proved  guilty  of 
extortions,  and,  though  fon-indaw  to  the 
burgomafler,  was  fined  and  banifhed  from 
Switzerland.  I learned  this  fadt,  on  obferving 
a vacant  place  in  the  feries  of  arms  belonging 
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to  the  feveral  bailifs,  which  are  painted  in  the 
hall  of  the  cattle  ; thofe  of  the  extortioner, 
which  once  filled  this  vacant  place,  had  been 
erafed  by  order  of  government. 

From  Grunengen  we  purfued  our  courfe 
through  lanes,  fields,  and  enclofures,  along  a 
mod  delightful  country,  abounding  in  vines-, 
corn,  pafture,  and  wood.  As  the  fetting  fun 
gradually  defcended  below  the  horizon,  we 
frequently  looked  back  upon  the  diftant  alps, 
the  lower  parts  were  dufky  and  gloomy,  and 
the  fummits 

a Arrayed  with  reflected  purple  and  gold f 
And  colours  dipt  in  heav'n 

At  the  clofe  of  the  evening!  arrived  at  Uttar p 
regretting  that  our  day’s  journey  was  concluded, 
and  not  feeling  in  the  lead  fatigued  with  a walk 
of  eighteen  miles,  from  Rapperfchwyl  to  Uttar; 
fo  greatly  was  I delighted  with  the  beauties  of 
this  romantic  country.  Uttar  is  a large  parifh, 
containing  3000  fouls ; the  wooden  cottages 
are  neat  and  commodious,  refembling  thofe 
in  the  canton  of  Appenzel,  and  are  difperfed 
in  the  fame  manner  over  hills  and  dales* 
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i he  fun  had  fcarcejy  rifen  before  we  quitted 
our  beds,  and  walked^ to  the  caflle  of  Uftar  ; it 
hands  boldly  on  an  elevated  rock,  planted  to  its 
very  fummit  with  vines,  and  commands  a moil 
extenfive  view,  bounded  by  the  Jura,  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Black  Forefl,  and  the  chain  of  alps 
flretching  from  the  canton  of  Appenzel  to  the 
confines  of  the  Vallais,  Below  and  around,  the 
country  refembled  the  moft  cultivated  and 
enclofed  parts  of  England ; a fmall  lively 
ftream  winded  through  an  immenfe  plain ; 
while  the  lake  of  Greiffen  appeared  like  a 
broad  river,  waihing  the  bottom  of  the  adjacent 
hills. 

This  caflle  was  formerly  a flrong  fortrefs, 
and  the  refidence  of  the  counts  of  Uflar,  who 
held  it  and  the  diftrift  as  a fief  from  the  counts 
of  Ravenfpurgh  ; and  on  the  extinction  of  that 
houfe,  in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
it  was  transferred  to  the  family  of  de  Bonflet ; 
was  purchafed,  in  1552,  by  Zuric,  and  united 
to  the  bailliage  of  Greiffenfee.  M.  de  Bonflet, 
whom  I have  mentioned  as  one  of  our  party, 
derived  great  fatisfaction  in  tracing  the  anti- 
quity and  hiftory  of  this  feat,  formerly  poiTeffed 
by  his  anceflors,  and  in  obferving  the  family  arms 
painted  upon  the  glafs  windows.  This  caflle 
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is  now  a private  gentleman^  houfe,  and  belongs 
to  M.  Teyler  of  Weddenfchweih 

From  Uflar  we  eroded  the  fields,  and  arrived 
at  the  lake  of  Greiffen.  We  walked  for  fome 
way  on  a belt  of  turf,  along  its  borders,  under 
the  pendulous  branches  of  oak,  beech,  and 
elms.  This  lake  is  about  fix  miles  long  and 
a mile  broad  ; on  one  fide  the  fhores  are  flat  or 
gently  rifing,  on  the  other  fide  hills  richly 
wooded.  The  dearth  of  cottages  and  inhabit- 
ants, in  this  delightful  but  folitary  fpot,  formed 
a flriking  contrail  with  the  numerous  villages 
we  had  recently  quitted  ; while  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  the  lake  feemed  almoft  bounded 
by  that  magnificent  chain  of  alps,  which  con- 
ftantly  engaged  our  attention. 

Having  embarked  in  a fmall  boat,  we  paffed 
the  village  of  Greiffen,  pleafingly  fituated  on  a 
fmall  promontory  embofomed  in  a wood,  and 
landed  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake. 
Here  I bathed,  and  walked  on  gently,  afcending 
through  fertile  grounds,  delightfully  planted  with 
oak,  beech,  and  poplars,  and  innumerable  fruit- 
trees.  At  a fmall  village  we  flopped  at  the  par- 
fonage.  vou  can  fcarcely  form  to  yourfelf  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  neatnels  and  fimplicity 

which  reign  in  thefe  parts.  The  clergyman’s 
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two  daughters,  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  of 
age,  neatly  dreffed,  with  draw  hats,  like  the 
peafant  girls  of  the  country,  politely  brought 
milk  and  cherries  for  pur  refrefhment.  From 
this  retreat  of  innocence  and  fimplicity  we 
afcended  about  a mile,  then  burfl  upon  a 
charming  view  of  Zuric,  the  lake,  and  environs ; 
and,  gently  defending,  arrived  at  Zuric,  quite 
enchanted  with  this  fhort  expedition. 

An  expedition  to  the  fummit  of  the  Lagerberg 
was  no  lefs  agreeable  than  the  former  excurfion. 
I procured  a guide  and  a horfe  ; but  the  weather 
proving  fine,  I gave  the  horfe  to  my  fer- 
vant,  and  preferred  walking  acrofs  the  corn- 
fields, and  meadows  tufted  with  thickets,  and 
enlivened  by  the  numerous  labourers  employed 
in  the  harveft.  In  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  the 
neighbouring  diftricls,  I obferved  with  plea- 
fare,  that  the  oxen,  which  were  not  yoked 
to  the  teams  or  ploughs,  but  harnefled  like 
horfes,  performed  their  labour  with  much  more 
safe,  and  with  greater  eflfedl.  This  cuftom  has 
been  lately  introduced  into  fome  parts  of  Eng- 
land ; and  all  unprejudiced  farmers  allow  its 
fuperior  advantage  ; as  the  yoke  is  extremely 
galling,  and  four  oxen  harnefled  with  collars 
will  do  as  much  work  as  fix  when  yoked  by  the 
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A few  miles  from  Zuric,  I pahed  through  the 
village  of  Affholteren,  near  the  church,  which  is 
prettily  fituated  in  the  middle  of  a large  field  ; 
fkirted  the  fmall  lake  of  Kaften,  at  a little  diftance 
from  the  piflurefque  ruins  of  Old  Regenfberg:, 
and  gently  afcended  to  New  Regenfberg,  which 
Hands  on  an  elevation,  at  the  foot  of  the  Lager- 
berg. 

I he  counts  of  Regenfberg  were  powerful 
barons  during  that  period  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion  which  diftinguifhed  the  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth centuries ; they  were  involved  in  conftant 
wars,  or  rather  defultory  fkirmifhes,  with  the 
town  of  Zuric,  until  they  were  finally  repulfed 
by  Rhodolph  of  Hapfburgh,  then  captain-general 
of  the  troops  of  Zuric.  On  the  extinction  of 
the  counts  of  Regenfberg,  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  their  territory  devolved  to  the  Houfe 

of  Auftria,  and  in  1409  became  fubject  to 
Zuric. 

The  prefent  burgh  contains  about  200  inha- 
bitants, who  enjoy  confiderable  privileges  : a 
burgomafter,  and  a council  of  fix  members, 
form  the  civil  court  of  juftice,  from  whofe 
decifion  an  appeal  lies  directly  to  Zuric;  the 
criminal  jurisdiction  belongs  to  the  bailif,  who 
refides  in  the  caftle.  This  building  was  for- 
merly of  great  (Length,  and  frequently  defied 

the 
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the  attacks  of  Zuric.  The  greater  part  of  the 
prefent  edifice  was  condrucled  in  the  lad  cen- 
tury ; the  only  remains  of  the  ancient  fortrefs 
being  fome  {tone  walls,  and  a round  tower, 
which  commands  a didant  profpect.  A well  in 
the  middle  of  the  burgh,  hollowed  in  the  rock 
to  the  depth  of  216  feet,  but  now  dry,  fur- 
ni filed  the  garrifon  with  water  during  the  obfti- 
nate  fieges  maintained  before  the  invention  of 
gunpowder.  Near  this  well  is  a copious  foun- 
tain, fupplied  from  a fpring  that  rifes  in  tne 
Lagerberg.  The  adjacent  country  is  a molt 
delightful  intermixture  of  hill  and  dale,  lhe 
rock  on  which  Regenfberg  is  built,  terminates 
in  an  abrupt  precipice,  and  forms  the  eaftern 
extremity  of  that  vaft  chain  of  mountains  known 
by  the  general  name  of  Jura,  the  branches  of 
which  are  diftinguifhed  by  different  appellations. 
The  branch  that  rifes  from  this  point  is  called 
the  Lagerberg , to  the  fummit  of  which  I mounted 
on  horfeback.  I palled  for  fome  way  through 
cultivated  enclofures,  and  afterwards  through 
forefls  of  pine,  fir,  and  beech,  until  I reached 
the  highefl  point,  on  which  (lands  a fignal 
houfe.  From  this  point,  which  overlooks  the 
whole  country,  I enjoyed  one  of  the  mod 
extenfive  and  uninterrupted  profpeds,  particu- 
larly the  fined  didant  view  of  the  Alps,  which  I 
had  yet  feen  in  Switzerland. 
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lo  the  north,  the  eye  expatiates  freely  over 
the  wilds  of  the  Black  Foreft ; to  the  eaft,  be- 
yond the  confines  of  Bavaria  ; towards  the  weft, 
traces  the  branches  of  the  Jura  extending  in 
multifarious  direXions  ; to  the  fouth,  looks 
down  upon  the  fertile  and  enclofed  regions  in 
the  canton  of  Zuric,  on  the  lake  and  its  popu- 
lous banks,  and  admires  the  vaft  expanfe  of 
country  fwelling  from  plains  to  acclivities,  from 
acclivities  to  hills,  from  hills  to  mountains,  and 
terminating  in  thofe  ftupendous  alps, 

i(  Whofe  heads  touch  heaven.” 


This  wonderful  and  fublime  profpeX  detained 
me  infenfibly  till  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  when 
I defcended  through  the  dark  forefts  that  clothe 
the  Tides  of  the  Lagerberg ; and,  filled  with  thofe 
pleating  but  melancholy  reflexions  which  the 
indefcribable  beauties  of  nature  leave  upon  the 
mind,  rode  flowly  on,  and  did  not  arrive  at 
Zuric  till  the  gloom  of  night  had  overfpread  the 
horizon. 
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Winterthur —Caftle  of  Kyburgh . 

INTERTHUR  Rands  about  twelve 


miles  from  Zuric ; a town  which,  al- 
though fituated  in  the  canton,  and  under  the  pro- 
te&ion  of  Zuric,  yet  retains  its  own  laws,  has  its 
own  magiftrates,  and  is  in  a great  meafure  inde- 
pendent. Winterthur  was  formerly  governed 
by  its  own  counts,  who  were  probably  a branch 
of  the  Kyburgh  family,  for  both  houfes  bore  the 
fame  arms.  In  the  fourteenth  century  it  was 
poifefled  by  Hartman,  count  of  Kyburgh,  who 
firft  furrounded  it  with  walls ; and  upon  his 
death  devolved  to  his  nephew  Rhodolph  of 
Hapfburgh.  Rhodolph,  afterwards  emperor, 
conferred  upon  the  inhabitants  confiderable  pri- 
vileges, for  addling  him  in  the  war  in  which  he 
was  engaged  with  Ottocar,  king  of  Bohemia.  It 
continued  fubjeft  to  his  defendants  until  1424, 
when  the  inhabitants  claimed  the  prote&ion,  and 
obtained  the  alliance,  of  Zuric.  In  1467,  the 
archduke  Sigifmond  having  fold  his  rights  to 
Zuric,  that  canton  fucceeded  to  his  preroga- 
tives. A deputy  from  Zuric  refides  at  Winter- 
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thur,  but  for  no  other  purpofe  than  collecting 
the  toll,  half  of  which  belongs  to  Zuric. 

The  government  is  ariftocratieal ; the  fupretne 
power,  in  all  things  not  interfering  with  the 
claims  of  Zuric,  refides  in  the  Great  and 
Little  Council.  Thefe  two  tribunals  united  are 
final  judges  in  all  criminal  procedures,  and  pafs 
fentence  of  death  without  appeal.  The  Little 
Council  is  inverted  with  the  general  adminiftra* 
tion  of  affairs,  and  determines  civil  caufes  in 
the  firft  refort ; from  their  decifion  an  appeal 
lies  to  the  Great  Council,  and  in  all  proceffes 
between  a ftranger  and  a burgher,  to  the  fenate 
of  Zuric. 

Although  the  town  is  confidered  as  inde- 
pendent, and  only  under  the  protection  of  the 
canton,  yet  Zuric  claims  the  right  of  reftriCting 
the  inhabitants  from  manufacturing  filk,  and 
from  eftablilhing  a printing-prefs,  as  interfering 
with  - the  natives  of  Zuric.  This  claim  has 
occafioned  great  difeontents,  and  given  rife 
to  much  litigation : and  though  Zuric  does 
not  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  filk,  yet  by 
forbidding  the  peafants  of  the  canton  from  pre- 
paring and  fpinning  the  materials,  this  order 
amounts  to  a virtual  prohibition.  A fimilar 
difpute  is  in  agitation  concerning  the  eftablifh- 

ment  of  a printing-prefs  at  Winterthur.  The 

right 
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right  will  fcarcely  be  controverted ; but  as  the 
caufe  will  be  finally  determined  by  Zuric,  it 
remains  a doubt  whether  that  government  will 
be  fufficiently  difmtereded  to  decide  in  favour  of 
Winterthur  againft  its  own  burghers. 

In  all  other  refpects,  excepting  in  thefe  two 
articles  of  trade  fo  profitable  to  Zuric,  the  com? 

merce  of  Winterthur  lies  under  no  redraint. 

* 

The  principal  manufactures  are  muffins,  printed 
cottons,  and  cloth  ; fome  vitriol  works  are 
carried  on  with  confiderable  fuccefs. 

The  town  is  fmall,  and  the  inhabitants,  who 
amount  to  about  two  thoufand,  are  for  the 
mod  part  remarkably  induftrious.  The  fchools 
in  this  petty  date  are  well  endowed  and  regu- 
lated. The  public  library  contains  a fmall  col- 
lection of  books,  and  a great  number  of  Roman 
coins  and  medals,  chiefly  found  at  Ober- 
Winterthur ; among  the  mod  rare  I obferved 
a Didius  Julianus  and  a Pertinax.  Ober- 
Winterthur,  or  Upper  Winterthur,  ,at  prefent 
only  a fmall  village  near  the  town,  in  the  high 
road  leading  to  Frauendeld,  is  the  fite  of  the 
ancient  Vitodurum , a Roman  dation,  and  the 
mod  confiderable  place  in  this  neighbourhood. 
It  exhibits  no  other  remains  of  former  confe- 
quence,  but  the  foundations  of  ancient  walls, 
£nd  the  numerous  Roman  coins  and  medals 

which 
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which  are  continually  difcovered.  The  Roman 
way,  which  once  traverfed  the  marfhes  between 
Winterthur  and  Frauenfield,  is  no  longer  vifible, 
becaufe  it  forms  the  foundation  of  the  prefent 
high  road  *. 

The  caftle  of  Kyburgh,  towering  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  an  eminence  overlooking  Winterthur, 
Is  a pi&urefque  objedl,  remarkable  in  the  hiilory 
of  this  country,  during  the  times  of  confufion 
which  preceded  and  followed  the  interregnum 
of  the  empire. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  the 
counts  of  Kyburgh  polfeffed  the  counties  of 
Kyburgh,  Lentzburgh,  and  Baden  ; and  their 
territories  were  further  increafed  by  the  acceF 
fion  of  Rurgdorf  and  Thun,  which  fell  to 
Ulric  f in  right  of  his  wife  Anne,  filler  and 
heir  of  Rerchtold  V.  duke  of  Zaeringen*  Thefe 
domains  devolving,  in  1273,  to  Rhodolph 
count  of  Hapfburgh,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle 
Hartman  the  elder,  the  laft  count  of  Kyburgh, 

* Winterthur  is  now  incorporated  in  the  canton  or 
department  of  Zuric. 

f Some  authors  alfert  that  Werner,  fon  of  Ulric,  was 
the  hulhand  of  Anne.  Great  confufion  reigned  in  the 
early  hiftory  of  the  counts  of  Kyburgh,  until  Fuefsli 
cleared  it  up.  See  article  Kyburgh  in  Fuefsli’s  Erdbef- 
chreibung. 
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rendered  him  one  of  the  mod  powerful  princes 
in  thefe  parts,  and  probably  opened  his  way  to 
the  imperial  throne.  Before  his  deceafe,  the 
emperor  ceded  to  his  fon  Rhodolph  the  county 
of  Kyburgh,  and  his  other  dominions  in  Swit- 
zerland ; and,  on  his  demife,  confirmed  this 
grant  to  his  grandfon  John,  the  fame  who 
affalTinated  his  uncle,  the  emperor  Albert  *,  and 

was  called  the  Parricide. 

Upon  the  death  of  Albert,  his  fons  feized 

and  kept  poffeffion  of  Kyburg,  and  the  other 
hereditary  domains  in  Switzerland,  and  tranf- 

raitted  them  to  their  poflerity.  In  M-24>  ^ 
emperor  Sigifmond  put  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire  Frederic  duke  of  Auflria,  and  granted 
for  a fum  of  money  the  county  of  Kyburgh 
to  Zuric.  In  1442  it  was  reftored  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria,  but,  in  1452,  finally  ceded 
to  Zuric  by  Sigifmond,  archduke  of  Auflria, 
to  liquidate  a debt  which  he  owed  to  the  canton. 
From  that  time  it  has  formed  a bailliage  in 
the  canton  of  Zuric  ; but  the  title  of  Count 
of  Kyburgh  has  been  always  ufed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria,  and  is  ftill  retained  by  its 
prefent  illuftrious  deicendant^  Jofeph  the  Se- 
cond, 
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* See  Letter  14. 
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The  cable  of  Kyburgh,  which  bands  in  a 
romantic  and  wild  fituation,  has  been  conftrufted 
at  different  periods.  Part  is  ancient,  and  not 
improbably  the  fame  as  exifled  in  the  time  of 
Rhodolph  ; although  I could  not  difcover  a date 
anterior  to  1424,  the  year  in  which  it  was 
granted  to  Zuric.  In  an  apartment  which  was 
formerly  a liable,  are  the  portraits  of  all  the 
bailifs  who  have  refided  in  the  cable  from 
the  time  of  its  ceilion.  The  bailif  enjoys  greater 
powers  than  are  ufually  delegated  by  an  arif- 
tocratical  government ; in  criminal  proceed- 
ings, he  is  only  required  to  confult  the  jury  of 
the  diftrict,  though  he  is  not  bound  by  their 
opinion,  and  can  even  mbit!  capital  punilhment 
without  the  necebity  of  referring  the  fentence  to 
be  confirmed  by  Zuric, 
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Frauenfeld  — Of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  — • 

Diets . 

17  ROM  Winterthur  I patted  to  Frauenfield,  a 
**  fmall  town,  or  rather  village,  the  capital  of 
Thurgau  *,  containing  fcarcely  a thoufand  inha- 
bitants ; and  only  remarkable  as  the  place 
where,  fmce  1712,  the  deputies  of  the  Swifs 
cantons  affemble  at  the  general  diet. 

This  confederacy  owes  its  origin  to  the  treaty 
contracted  between  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Under- 
walden,  at  the  memorable  revolution  of  1308  f. 
The  fubfequent  accettion  of  Zuric,  Bern* 

* Thurgau  was  a bailliage  fubjedt  to  the  eight  ancient 
cantons.  In  the  beginning  of  February  the  people  in 
fome  parts  of  the  country  rofe,  elected  deputies,  and 
demanded  their  emancipation,  which  feems  to  have 
been  granted  to  the  inner  diftridt  on  the  5th.  The 
people,  however,  were  in  general  much  incenfed  againlt 
the  French,  and  their  troops  were  marching  to  the 
affiftance  of  Bern  when  the  capture  was  announced. 

In  the  new  divifion  of  Switzerland,  Thurgau  was 

formed  into  a canton,  of  which  Frauenfield  is  the 

\ 

capital. 

f See  Letter  25. 
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Lucerne,  Zug,  and  Glarus,  gave  ffrength  and 
folidity  to  the  union,  and  a century  and  a half 
elapfed  before  a new  member  was  admitted. 
At  length,  in  1501,  Friburgh  and  Soleure 
being,  after  much  difficulty,  received  into  the 
league ; upon  that  occaiion  the  eight  ancient 
cantons  entered  into  a covenant,  called  the 
Convention  of  Stantz,  by  which  the  articles  of 
union  and  mutual  protection  were  finally 
fettled  * 

No  change  was  effected  by  the  fubfequent 
reception  of  the  three  remaining  cantons,  Bafle, 
Schaffhaufen,  and  Appenzel ; as  they  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  fame  terms  which  Friburgh  and 
Soleure  had  accepted.  Without  entering,  how- 
ever, into  a minute  detail,  I fhall  endeavour, 
in  this  letter,  to  lay  before  you  a ffiort  view  of 
the  Helvetic  confederacy. 

The  code  of  public  law  between  the  com- 
bined republics  of  Switzerland,  is  founded 
upon  the  treaty  of  fSempacli  1393  ; upon  the 

convention 


* See  Letter  26. 

f This  treaty,  which  regulates  the  articles  of  war? 
was  contracted  between  the  eight  ancient  cantons,  in 
conjunction  with  the  republic  of  Soleure.  It  ordains* 
that  no  Swifs  foldier  {hall  quit  his  ranks  in  time  of  action, 
even  although  he  Ihoulcl  be  dangeroufly  wounded : 
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convention  of  Stantz ; and  upon  the  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  in  1712,  at  Arau,  between 
the  Proteftant  and  Catholic  cantons.  It  appears 
from  thefe  feveral  treaties,  which  include  or 
enlarge  thofe  that  preceded,  that  the  Helvetic 
union  is  a perpetual  defenfive  alliance  between 
the  thirteen  independent  contra&ing  powers, 
to  protect  each  other  by  their  united  forces 
againfl  all  foreign  enemies.  Accordingly,  if 
any  member  of  the  union  fhould  be  attacked, 
that  particular  canton  has  a right  to  demand 
fuccours  from  the  * whole  confederate  body  ; 

and 


“ Nous  entendons  audi  que  fi  quelqtdim  s’eftoit  ble/Te 
<£  en  quelque  fa^on  que  ce  fuft  en  combatant  ou  en  alTail- 
u lant,  de  forte  qu’il  feroit  inutile  pour  fe  delFendre  ; il 
“ demeurera  non  obftant  amTi  avec  les  autres,  jufques  a 
u ce  que  la  bataille  foit  expiree  ; et  pour  cela  ne  fera 
<£  eftime  fuyard  et  ne  Ten  fafchera-t-on  en  fa  perfonne 
“ n’y  en  fon  bien  aucunement.” 

^ i he  refpeftable  author  of  the  Account  of  Switzerland 
has  fallen  into  a miftake  in  his  defcription  of  the  Helvetic 
union  ; and  his  error  has  been  adopted  by  the  Abbe 
Mably,  in  his  Droit  Public  de  V Europe  $ by  the  compilers 
of  the  Encyclopedic  >*  and  by  feveral  other  writers  of 
diftinfHon. 

After  having  given  a defcription  of  the  Helvetic  union, 
he  concludes  the  relation  as  follows  : 80  far  are  they 

(the  thirteen  cantons)  from  making  one  body  or  one 

Von.  r,  k 
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and  in  cafe  of  war  the  feveral  forces  to  be 
fupplied  by  each  canton  are  precifely  fpecified® 


44  commonwealth,  that  only  the  three  old  cantons  are 
il  dire&ly  allied  with  every  one  of  the  other  twelve. 

€i  There  is  indeed  filch  a connexion  eftablifhed  between 
44  them,  tli at  in  cafe  any  one  canton  were  attacked,  all 
44  the  other  twelve  would  be  obliged  to  march  to  its  luc- 
44  corn* ; but  it  would  be  by  virtue  of  the  relation,  that 
ii  two  cantons  may  have  to  a third,  and  not  of  any  direct 
44  alliance  fubfifting  between  every  one  of  them.  As 
*4  for  example  s Of  the  eight  old  cantons,  Lucerne  has 

a right  of  calling  but  five  to  its  fuccour,  in  cafe  of 
u attack;  but  then  fome  of  thofe  five  have  a right  of 
44  calling  others,  with  whom  they  are  allied,  though 
«<  Lucerne  be  not ; fo  that  at  laft  all  mult  march  by 
“ virtue  of  particular  alliances,  and  not  of  any  general 
iC  one  amongft  them  all.” 

The  above-cited  account  of  the  Helvetic  union  would 
better  have  fuited  the  league  of  the  eight  cantons  before 
the  convention  of  Stantz  ; when  the  confederate  Hates 
were  not  fo  abfolutely  and  diredly  united  together  as 
they  are  at  prefent ; and  their  alliance  did  not  perhaps 
totally  exclude  every  treaty  of  the  fame  kind  with  other 
powers.  It  was  only  by  the  articles  of  that  celebrated 
convention,  and  the  alliance  of  the  eight  cantons  with 
Friburgh  and  Soleure,  that  the  union  became  abfolutely 
fixed  and  general.  It  mull  be  confelfed,  however,  that 
feveral  Swifs  hiftorians  have  given  the  fame  idea  of  the 
Helvetic  union  as  that  above  mentioned  ; and  that  even 
now  authors  differ  confiderably  upon  feme  impoitant 
articles  of  the  league. 
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It  appears,  however,  from  the  flipulations  to 
which  the  five  cantons  agreed,  that  they  do 
not,  in  every  refped,  enjoy  equal  prerogatives 
with  the  eight  ancient  cantons,  which  referved 
to  themfelves  a right,  if  the  queftion  for  declar- 
ing war  againfl  any  foreign  hate  (hould  be 
itnanimoufly  carried  in  their  affembly,  to  require 
the  afliflance  of  the  five  other  cantons,  without 
affigning  the  motive.  But  the  five  cantons 
cannot  commence  hoflilities  without  the  confent 
of  the  confederates ; and  ihould  the  enemy  be 
willing  to  enter  into  a negociation,  the  difpute 
muft  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  eight 
ancient  cantons.  It  is  further  ilipulated,  that, 
in  cafe  of  a rupture  between  the  eight  cantons, 
the  five  muff,  obferve  a ftrict  neutrality. 

The  next  effential  objed  of  the  league  is  to 
preferve  general  peace  and  good  order.  It  is 
therefore  covenanted,  that  all  public  difcuffions 
fhall  be  finally  fettled  between  the  contending 
parties  in  an  amicable  manner ; and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  particular  judges  and  arbiters  are  appointed, 
who  fhall  be  empowered  to  compofe  the  diffen- 
lions  that  may  happen  to  arife.  To  this  is 
added  a reciprocal  guarantee  of  the  forms  of 
government  effabliflied  in  the  refpedive  com- 
monwealths : for,  in  order  to  prevent  internal 

K 2 ' fadions. 


I32 


LETTER  is. 


factions,  and  revolts  in  any  of  the  allied  can* 
tons,  it  was  agreed  by  the  convention  of  Stantz, 
that,  in  time  of  rebellion,  the  magiftracy  of 
fuch  canton  fhouid  be  affifted  by  the  forces  of 
the  others.  Accordingly,  the  hiftory  of  Swit- 
zerland affords  many  inftances  of  protection  and 
affiftance  reciprocally  given  between  the  confe- 
derates, in  defence  and  fupport  of  the  refpective 
governments. 

No  feparate  engagement,  which  any  of  the 
cantons  may  conclude.,  can  be  valid,  if  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  fundamental  articles  of  this  gene- 
ral union ; for  the  reciprocal  contrad  between 
the  members  of  the  league  fuperfedes  every 
other  fpecies  of  public  obligation.  With  thefe 
exceptions,  the  combined  ftates  are  independent 
©f  each  other : they  may  form  alliances  with 
any  power,  or  rejedt  the  fame,  although  all 

the  others  have  acceded  to  it*}  may  grant 

auxiliary 

* The  five  cantons  which  agreed  not  to  conclude  an  j 
treaty  without  the  ccnfent  of  the  eight,  are  neceffarily 
excluded  from  this  power,  together  with  thofe  particular 
cantons,  which  have  bound  themfelves  by  private  treaties 
not  to  contract  any  foreign  alliance,  without  the  recipro- 
cal confentof  the  others ; as  for  inftance,  Uri,  Schweitz, 
and  Underwalden,  by  the  alliance  at  Brunnen  in  1315. 
But  this  depends  upon  particular  treaties,  and  has  no 

relation  to  the  general  union.  In  fact,  every  canton  is 

retrained 
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auxiliary  troops  to  foreign  princes ; may  pro- 
hibit the  money  of  the  other  cantons  from 
being  current  within  their  own  territories ; may 
impofe  taxes,  and,  in  fhort,  perform  every  other 
a£t  of  abfolute  fovereignty. 

The  public  affairs  of  the  Helvetic  body  and 

their  allies  are  difcuffed  and  determined  in  the 

■ 

feveral  diets ; and  thefe  are, 

1.  General  diets ; or  general  affemblies  of  the 
thirteen  cantons,  and  of  their  allies. 

2.  Particular  diets;  as  thofe  of  the  eight 
ancient  cantons ; thofe  of  the  Proteftant  can- 
tons,  with  the  deputies  of  the  Protefiants  of 
Glarus  and  Appenzel,  of  the  towns  of  St. 
Gallen,  Bienne,  and  Mulhaufen,  called  the 
evangelical  conferences ; thofe  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  cantons,  with  the  deputies  of  the. 
Catholics  of  Glarus  and  Appenzel,  of  the  abbot 
of  St.  Gallen,  and  of  the  republic  of  the  Vallais, 
called  the  golden  alliance ; as  alfo  the  diets  of 
particular  cantons,  which,  befide  being  mem- 
bers of  the  general  confederacy,  have  diftincl 
and  feparate  treaties  with  each  other. 


retrained  by  the  general  articles  of  the  Helvetic  union  : 
but,  conforming  to  thofe,  no  one  republic  is,  in  any  other 
inftancc,  controlled  by  the  refolutions  of  the  majority 
among  the  confederate  cantons. 


K 


o 


The 


LETTER  1 2* 


134 

The  ordinary  meetings  of  the  general  diet  are 
held  once  a-year,  and  continue  fitting  one  month ; 
the  extraordinary  affemblies  are  fummoned  upon 
particular  occafions.  It  is  principally  convened 
in  order  to  deliberate  upon  the  bed  meafures  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  Helvetic  body.  The  canton 
of  Zuric  appoints  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
and  convenes  the  deputies  by  a circular  letter. 
The  deputy  of  Zuric  alfo  prefides,  unlefs  the 
diet  is  held  in  the  territory  of  any  other  canton  5 
in  that  cafe,  the  deputy  of  that  canton  is  prefi- 
dent. 

This  diet  formerly  met  at  Baden  ; but  fmee 
the  conclufion  of  the  civil  war  in  1712,  between 
Zuric  and  Bern  on  one  fide,  and  Lucern,  Uri, 
Schweitz,  Underwalden,  and  Zug,  on  the  other, 
(when  the  five  latter  renounced  the  co-regency 
of  Baden,)  it  has  been  affembled  at  * Frauenfield 

* Frauenfield  is  no  longer  the  feene  of  a free  diet ; 
in  the  French  divifion  ot  Switzerland  it  became  the 
capital  of  the  canton  or  department  of  Thurgau. 

The  laft  diet  of  Fr  ee  Switzerland  aiTembled  at 
Aran  in  January  1798,  and  all  the  deputies,  that  of 
Balle  excepted,  which  withdrew  from  the  confederacy, 
took  an  oath  to  defend  the  Helvetic  conflitution  to 
the  laft  extremity.  But  this  folemn  appeal  to  heaven 
in  defence  of  their  liberties  proved  a mere  ceremony,  and 
produced  no  fubftantial  effeeft. 
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in  Thurgau.  Each  canton  fends  as  many  depu- 
ties as  it  thinks  proper. 

It  would  be  defcending  into  a tedious  detail, 
to  enter  into  the  particular  connexions  of  the 
feveral  allies,  either  with  the  whole  Helvetic 
body,  or  with  fome  of  the  cantons ; and  the  dif- 
ferent nature  of  thefe  refpeXive  alliances.  Suffer 
me  only  to  remark,  that  the  allies  may  be  divided 
into  officiate*  and  confederate  dates : of  the  for- 
mer are  the  abbot  and  town  of  St.  Gallen,  Bienne, 
and  Mulhaufen  ; of  the  latter,  are  the  Grifons, 
the  republic  of  the  Vallais,  Geneva,  Neuchatel, 

and  the  bilhop  of  Bade. 

The  dates  thus  comprifed  under  the  general 
denomination  of  affociates  and  confederates, 
enjoy,  by  virtue  of  this  union,  a total  inde- 
pendence on  all  foreign  dominion ; and  partane 
of  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  granted  to 
the  Swifs  in  other  countries.  And  notwithdand- 
ing  fome  of  thefe  dates  are  allied  only  with  par- 
ticular cantons ; yet  if  any  of  them  ihould  be 
attacked,  thofe  cantons  with  whom  they  are  in 
treaty  would  not  only  fupply  them  with  fuc~ 
cours,  but  would  alfo  require  the  joint  alddance 
of  the  remaining  cantons  : if  therefore  any  part 
of  the  whole  body  ihould  be  invaded,  all  the 
other  members  ihould  unite  in  its  defence,  either 
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as  immediate  guarantees,  or  as  auxiliaries  of  the 
adual  guarantees  *. 
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Route  by  Water  from  7,  uric  to  Baden— Bridge  of 
Wettingen— Baden— Caftle  of  Hapfburgh . 

JN STEAD  of  following  the  ufuai  route  by 
land  from  Zuric  to  Bade,  we  proceeded 
the  greater  part  of  the  way  by  water.  We 
embarked  about  two  in  the  afternoon  on  the 
Liminat.  The  navigation  of  that  river  has 
been  defcribed  as  extremely  hazardous ; yet  it  is 
only  dangerous  upon  the  melting  of  the  fnow, 
or  after  violent  rains,  when  in  feveral  places  the 
rocks  and  fhoals  are  covered  with  water.  At 
other  times  there  is  no  danger,  provided  the 
watermen  are  fober  and  experienced. 

* Such  was  the  theory  of  the  Helvetic  Government, 
but  unfortunately  the  practice  did  not  accord  with  the 
theory.  The  Swifs  hates,  inhead  of  refilling  in  a com- 
pact body  the  aggreffion  of  the  French,  ached  without 
concert  or  unanimity,  and  were  compelled,  one  after  the 
other,  to  dilfolve  their  ancient  confederacy. 
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Our  boat  was  flat-bottomed  and  long,  and 
was  rowed,  or  rather  fleered  by  three  watermen, 
who  ufed  their  oars  merely  to  direfl  the  veflel ; 
the  dream  being  fufficiently  rapid  to  carry  us 
along  at  the  rate  of  fix,  eight,  and  fometimes 
even  ten  miles  in  the  hour.  The  water  is  beau- 
tifully  tranfparent ; and  its  furface  was  occafion- 
ally  raifed  and  agitated  with  high  waves  by  a 
wind  oppofite  to  the  current.  The  borders  of 
the  Limmat,  at  firfl  fomewhat  flat,  afterwards 
gently  rofe  into  hills  clothed  with  paflure  and 
wood,  or  divided  into  vineyards,  were  laffly 
quite  perpendicular,  and  fringed  to  the  water’s 
edge  with  hanging  trees* 

About  a mile  from  Baden,  where  the  Limmat 
flows  with  the  greatefl  rapidity,  we  (hot  under 
the  bridge  of  Wettingen  with  fuch  velocity,  that 
in  the  moment  of  admiring  its  bold  projedlion 
on  one  fide,  I imperceptibly  found  myfelf  on  the 
other.  This  beautiful  piece  of  mechanifm  is  a 
wooden  bridge,  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  in 
length,  and  fufpended  above  twenty  feet  from 
the  furface  of  the  water  : it  was  the  lad  work  of 
Grubenman,  the  felf- taught  architect,  and  is  far 
fuperior  in  elegance  to  that  of  Schaffhaufen. 

We  landed  at  Baden,  and  walked  to  Hapf- 
burgh,  Schinfznacb,  Konigsfeldeo,  and  Windifh  ; 
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of  which  places  I fhall  give  you  a fliort  defcrip* 
lion. 

Baden  derives  its  name  from  the  neighbour- 
ing warm  baths,  which  are  mentioned  by  the 
ancients  under  the  names  of  Aqua  and  Thermo, 
Helvetica.  It  was  a Roman  fortrefs,  ereded  to 
curb  the  Allemanni  or  Germans,  and  was  rafed, 
when  the  Helvetians,  who  fupported  Gtho, 
were  routed  by  Caecina,  general  to  Vitellius. 
Being  rebuilt,  it  was  taken  by  the  Germans ; 
fell  afterwards  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Franks  5 was,  in  the  tenth  century,  incorpo- 
rated in  the  German  empire ; and  became 
fucceffively  fubjefl  to  the  dukes  of  Zaeringen, 
to  the  counts  of  Kyburgh,  and  to  Rhodolph 
of  Hapfburgh.  In  1418,  when  his  defcendant 
Frederic,  duke  of  Auftria,  was  put  under  the 
ban  of  the  empire,  the  canton  of  Zuric  took 
poffeffion  of  the  town  and  county  \ and,  having 
purchafed  them  from  the  emperor  Sigifmond, 
admitted  to  a joint  fliare  in  the  fovereignty, 
Lucern,  Uri,  Schweitz,  Underwalden,  and 
Zug,  Bern  in  1426,  and  Uri  in  1445. 

Baden  continued  a bailiiage  of  thefe  eight 
cantons  until  the  year  1712,  when  the  civil  war 
breaking  out  between  the  Proteftant  and  Catho- 
lic cantons,  it  was  befieged  and  taken  by  the 
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troops  of  Zuric  and  Bern ; and  at  the  peace  of 
Arau  was  ceded  to  thofe  two  cantons  and  Giarus, 
which,  on  account  of  its  neutrality,  preferved  its 
right  of  joint'fovereignty.  Zuric  and  Bern  did 
not,  however,  prove  their  difinterefiednefs, 
when,  not  content  with  finally  fettling  the  reli- 
gious difputes  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants,  they 
exacted  from  the  Catholic  cantons  the  ceilion  of 
Baden,  contrary  to  the  convention  of  Stantz, 
which  forms  the  bahs  of  the  Helvetic  conflitu- 
tion.  The  umbrage  conceived  by  the  Catholic 
cantons  at  this  ftep  was  the  principal  induce- 
ment to  conclude  a perpetual  alliance  with 
France  in  1715,  and  to  throw  themfelves  under 
the  protection  of  that  power.  And  this  fepa- 
rate  league  has  not  been  annulled  by  the  general 
treaty  which  Louis  XVI.  contracted  with  the 
thirteen  cantons  in  1776.  Until  1712.,  the  diet 
affembled  at  Baden  ; but  has  been  fmce  tranf- 
ferred  to  Frauen  field.  The  three  cantons  alter- 
nately appoint  a bailif,  who  rehdes  in  the  caftle. 

The  inhabitants  eleCt  their  own  magiftrates, 
and  have  their  own  judicial  courts.  In  civil 
proceedings,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  bailif,  and 
from  his  decifion  to  the  fyndicate,  compofed  of 
the  deputies  of  the  three  cantons,  and  in  the  lad 
refort  to  the  three  cantons  themfelves.  In  penal 
caufes,  the  criminal  court  condemns,  and  the 
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baiiii  enjoys  the  power  of  pardoning,  or  miti- 
gating the  fentence.  1 he  county  or  bailliage 
contains  about  24,000  fouls*. 

From  Baden  we  walked  through  an  agreeable 
and  well-wooded  country  for  fome  way  along  the 
fide  of  the  Limmat,  whole  deep  banks  are  co„ 
veied  with  vines  to  the  edge  of  the  water  ^ and 
in  about  two  hours  crolfed  the  Reufs  into  the 
canton  of  Bern.  Having  paffed  through  a plain, 
we  arrived  at  the  baths  of  Schintznach,  a place 
remarkable  for  its  agreeable  pofition  on  the  banks 
of  the  Aar,  and  its  tepid  mineral  waters.  It  is 
alfo  well  known  as  being  the  firft  place  where  the 
Helvetic  fociety  affembled.  This  fociety,  formed 
by  fome  of  the  mod  learned  men  in  Switzerland, 
both  of  the  Catholic  and  Reformed  religion,  firft 
helped  to  extend  the  fpirit  of  toleration,  and  to 
Men  that  antipathy  which  fubfifted  between  the 
members  of  the  two  perfuafions.  Its  publications 
have  tended  to  promote  a general  zeal  for  the 
diffufion  of  polite  literature.  The  meeting  of 
. this  liberal  fociety  is  now  transferred  to  Olten,  a 
fmall  town  in  the  canton  of  Soleure, 

Near  Schintznach  (lands,  on  a lofty  eminence, 
the  ruins  of  the  caftle  of  Hapfburgh,  to  which 

# In  the  new  divifion  of  Switzerland,  the  bailliage  of 
Baden  was  converted  into  a canton  or  department,  of 
which  that  town  is  the  capital. 
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W6  afcended  through  a wood  01  beech,  tnat 
feemed  almoft  coeval  with  the  date  of  the 
caftle.  The  ruins  confift  of  an  ancient  tower, 
conftruCted  with  maffive  (tones,  in  a rude  ftyle  of 
architecture,  and  part  of  a imail  building  of 
much  later  date. 

It  was  ereCted  in  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh 
century,  by  Werner,  bifhop  of  Strafburgh,  came 
to  his  brothers  Radebot  and  Latzeiin,  and  de- 
volved to  their  defeendants.  Otho,  grandfon  of 
Radebot,  was  probably  the  firft  perfon  upon 
record  who  ftyled  himfelf  Count  of  Hapfburgh, 
and  it  continued  to  be  the  principal  title  by  which 
his  pofterity  was  diftinguifhed,  until  it  was  loft 
in  a greater  dignity,  when  Rnodolph  of  Xiapf- 
burgh  was  elevated  to  the  imperial  intone.  Iii& 
fu cceffors  granted  the  caftle  anci  its  dependencies 
as  a fief,  firft  to  the  lords  of  Wildeck,  and 
afterwards  to  the  lord  of  Wolen.  in  14*5  it  w as 
occupied  by  Bern,  during  the  conteft  between 
the  emperor  Sigiimond  and  Frederic  of  Audi in, 
and  given  to  the  family  of  Segefern  of  Bruneck* 
In  1469,  it  was  fold  to  the  convent  of  Konigf- 
felden  ; on  the  diffolution  of  tnat  monaftery,  at 
the  reformation,  was  fecularifed,  and  feized  by 
government ; has  gradually  gone  to  decay,  and 
is  now  inhabited  by  a.  peafant’s  family. 

This 
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riiis  caRIe  commands  an  unbounded  view 
over  hills  and  dales,  plains  and  foreRs,  rivers  and 
lakes,  towns  and  villages,  mountains  and  alps ; 
emblem  of  that  extent  of  power  to  which  the 
talents  of  one  mein , who  derived  his  title  from 
this  cable,  raifed  himlelf  and  his  descendants,* 
You  will  readily  perceive  I allude  to  Rhodolph 
of  Hapfburgh,  who,  from  a Ample  baron  of 
Switzerland,  became  emperor,  and  founded  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria* 

Rhodolph  was  bom  in  1218*  Having  figna- 
hzeti  his  youth  in  conRant  Scenes  of  warfare 
and  contention,  he  was,  in  12 73,  unexpectedly 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  emperor,  and  conferred 
honour  on  that  exalted  Ration,  no  lefs  by  his 
political  fagacity  than  by  his  military  prowefs* 
Tie  died  in  1291,  after  a long  and  glorious  reign, 
and  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  his  age„ 

Impreffed  with  thefe  ideas,  as  I considered,  on 
the  very  fpot,  the  origin  of  the  Houfe  of  HapL 
burgh,  and  its  gradual  progrefs  towards  that 
height  of  power  which  it  has  fince  attained  under 
the  more  diflinguifhed  appellation  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria ; I compared  it  to  a fmall  rill  in  the 
Alps,  whole  lource  is  uncertain,  which,  having 
received  Several  Screams,  forms  no  inconfiderable 
river*  Flowing  through  Switzerland,  Rill  almoft 
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unknown  to  its  neighbours,  it  no  fooner  enters 
Germany,  than  it  lofes  its  name  by  its  jun&ion 
with  the  Danube  ; and,  having  colle&ed  the 
tribute  of  numberlefs  rivers,  rolls,  with  accu- 
mulated and  hill  increasing  waters,  through  a, 
large  extent  of  country,  and  falls  by  a bundled 
mouths  into  the  Buxine  oea ; 

- — — — ei  pare 

Che  gaerra  porta  e tloh  tnhuto  at  mcu  c « 

Rhodolph,  during  his  refidence  in  this  cable, 
would  not  have  given  credit  to  a penon  endowed 
with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  who  fhould  have 
informed  him,  that,  in  little  more  than  a cen- 
tury, a few  final  1 republics  would  drive  his  de® 
fcendants  from  their  hereditary  dominions  in 
Switzerland,  and  eredi  upon  their  ruins,  and 
on  the  bafis  of  equal  liberty,  a formidable  con- 
federacy, which  would  be  courted  by  the  mofi 
powerful  fovereigns.  Still  lefs  perhaps  would 
he  have  believed,  that  he  himfelf  fhould  poheis 
the  imperial  throne ; that  his  lineal  deicendants 
fhould  rule  over  Germany,  Hungary,  Bohemia, 
Auftria,  Spain,  Burgundy,  the  Low  Countries, 
Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily,  and  extend  their 
dominion  and  influence  from  the  fhores  of  the 
Euxine  to  the  New  World  beyond  the  Atlantic, 
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Konig&felden—Windijh— Voyage  down  the  Rhine . 

JL|  AVING  gratified  our  curiofity  at  the  caftle 
* " of  Hapfburgh  *,  that  cradle  of  the  Houfe 
ox  Auftria,  which  ftill  confers  a title  on  the 
prefent  emperor  of  Germany,  we  defc ended  into 
the  plain  of  Konigsfelden,  to  a convent  of  the 
fame  name,  built  by  Elizabeth,  on  the  fpot 
where  hei  hufband  the  emperor  Albert  was 
afiaffinated.  Albert,  as  guardian  to  his  nephew 
John  of  Hapfburgh,  had  taken  pofleflion  of 
his  hereditary  dominions  in  Switzerland,  and 
refilled,  under  various  pretences,  to  deliver 
tnem  up  to  him*  \v  earied  with  repeated  and 
fruitlefs  felicitations,  John  entered  into  a con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  emperor,  with  Rhodolph 

Tiiere  is  alio  a caftle  of  Hapfburgh,  fituated  near 
the  la&e  of  Lucern,  which  I vifited  in  1779.  Some 
authors  have  erroneoufly  afterted,  that  this  was  the  caftle 
from  which  the  counts  derived  their  titles*  But  Hergot 
Las  rCiUttd  this  opinion  5 and  unqueftionably  proved 
that  honour  to  be  due  to  the  caftle  of  Hapfburgh  which 
I have  deferibed  in  the  preceding  letter*  See  Hergot, 
Gen*  Dipl*  Augf.  Domus  Habib* 
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de  Warth,  Ulric  de  Palme,  Walther  de  Efchen- 
bach,  and  Conrad  de  Tagerfeld. 

The  emperor  dined  at  Baden,  in  his  way  to 
Rheinfelden,  a town  in  the  circle  of  Suabia, 
where  the  empreis  his  contort  had  colle&ed  a 
considerable  body  of  troops,  for  the  purpofe  of 
invading  the  three  cantons  of  Uri,  Schweitz, 
and  Underwalden,  which  had  revolted  againfl 
him.  Contemporary  hidorians,  who  have  re- 
corded the  minuted:  circumftances  in  this  whole 
tranfadlion,  relate,  that  Albert  was  in  high  Spi- 
rits during  the  repad:  y and  that,  his  nephew 
again  entreating  to  be  put  into  pofiefiion  of  his 
hereditary  dominions,  the  emperor,  with  an  air 
of  banter,  placed  a garland  upon  his  head, 
adding,  at  the  fame  time,  “ This  will  be 
66  more  Suitable  to  you,  for  the  prefent,  than 
“ the  cares  of  a troublefome  government.” 
This  taunt  fo  deeply  adefled  the  young  prince, 
that  he  burll  into  tears,  dung  away  the  dowers, 
and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  fit  down  to 
table. 

After  dinner,  Albert  continued  his  journey 
on  horfeback,  accompanied  by  his  fon  Leopold, 
the  confpirators,  and  his  ufual  attendants ; and 
came  near  the  town  of  Windifh,  in  the  canton 
of  Bern,  to  the  Reufs,  over  which  river  paf- 
Vol.  I.  L fengers 
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fengers  were  ufually  ferried  upon  a raft.  The 
confpirators  firft  paffed  over,  and  were  followed 
by  Albert  : as  he  was  riding  gently  on,  expelling 
Leopold  and  the  remainder  of  his  fuite,  he 
was  fuddenly  befet  by  the  afTaftins.  One  of 
them  having  feized  his  horfe’s  bridle,  John  of 
Hapfburgh  reproached  him  for  his  inj office  in 
detaining  his  dominions,  and  flruck  him  on  the 
neck  with  his  fword : *Rhodolph  de  Warth 
wounded  him  in  the  fide,  and  Ulric  de  Palme 
clove  his  head  with  a fabre.  In  this  condition 
they  left  him  expiring  upon  the  ground. 

This  aftailination  was  perpetrated  the  firft  of 
May  1308*  in  the  open  day,  and  in  the  fight  of 
his  foil  and  the  reft  of  his  forte,  who  had  not 
as  yet  palled  the  river*  and  who,  though  fpec- 
iators  of  the  murder,  yet  could  not  aftift  the 
emperor.  The  field  lies  between  the  Aar  and 
the  Reufs,  not  far  from  the  jun&ion  of  thofe  two 
rivers ; and  the  very  fpot,  where  he  was  mafi 
facred,  is  marked  by  a convent,  ere&ed  by  his 
wife  Elizabeth  and  his  daughter  Agnes : the 
place  was  called  Konigsfelden  or  King’s  field  ; a 
name  it  retains  to  this  day.  The  remains  of  the 
emperor  were  buried  in  the  convent  of  Witter* 
ling,  from  whence  they  were  afterwards  trans- 
ported to  Spire,  and  there  interred. 
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The  affaffins  efcaped  into  the  cantons  o£  Urr, 
Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  expecting  to  find  a 
fure  afylurn  in  a nation  which  Albert  was  pre- 
paring to  invade.  But  the  generous  natives,  de- 
tefring  a crime  of  fo  atrocious  a nature,  although 
committed  upon  the  perfon  of  their  greatefl  and 
mod:  formidable  enemy,  refufed  to  protect  the 
murderers.  D’Efchenbach  concealed  himfelf  in 
the  difguife  of  a common  labourer  during  thirty 
years,  nor  was  his  rank  difcovered  till  he  confeffed 
It  upon  his  death-bed ; De  Palme,  deftitute  of 
common  neceffaries,  died  in  extreme  poverty  ; 
De  Warth,  tied  to  a horfe’s  tail,  like  a common 
malefactor,  and  dragged  to  the  place  of  execution, 
was  broken  upon  the  wheel.  John  of  Hapfburgh, 
commonly  known  by  the  appellation  of  parricide , 
did  not  reap  the  expected  benefits  of  the  crime; 
for,  by  order  of  the  emperor  Henry  the  Seventh, 
he  retired  into  a liionaftery  of  Auguftine  friars, 
where  he  died  in  1313. 

The  widow  of  Albert  turned  her  whole 
thoughts  towards  revenging  the  death  of  her 
hufband,  and  in  this  purfuit  involved  the  inno- 
cent as  well  as  the  guilty ; all,  who  had  the 
fmalleft  connexion  with  the  affaffins,  being 
facrificed  with  undiftinguifhed  cruelty.  Mean- 
while the  three  cantons  were,  for  a few  years, 
left  to  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  their 
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liberties,  and  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  againft 
any  future  attack ; and  thus  they  innocently 
reaped  the  foie  advantage  which  was  derived 
from  this  affaffination. 

The  convent  or  abbey  of  Konigsfelden  com- 
prifed  within  its  extenfive  precin&s,  a nunnery  of 
the  order  of  St.  Clare,  and  a monaftery  of  monks 
of  the  order  of  minorites,  feparated  from  each 
other  by  a wall.  It  was  richly  endowed  by  Eli- 
zabeth, her  hve  fons,  and  her  daughter  Agnes 
queen  of  Hungary,  who  affumed  the  habit  of  a 
nun,  and  here  paired  the  remainder  of  her  days® 
At  the  reformation  the  abbey  was  fecularized9 
and  its  lands  appropriated  by  government : part 
of  the  building  became  the  refidence  of  the  bailif, 
part  was  converted  into  an  hofpital,  and  part  was 
fuffered  to  fall  to  ruin.  Many  of  the  cells.* 
formerly  occupied  by  the  nuns,  hill  exit!  in  their 
original  (late;  and  one,  in  particular,  is  diftixi- 
guifhed  as  the  habitation  in  which  queen  Agnes 
lived  and  died. 

The  chapel  Hill  remains  entire,  but  is  no 
longer  ufed  for  divine  fervice.  The  glals  win- 
dows are  beautifully  coloured,  and  painted  with 
various  hiftories  of  the  Old  T-dlament  j with  the 
portraits  of  Elizabeth  and  Agnes,  of  the  em- 
peror Albert,  and  his  fons.  On  the  walls 
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are  coarfely  reprefented  the  figures  of  Leopold 
duke  of  Audria,  and  the  principal  nobles  who 
periihed  at  the  battle  of  Sempach.  Elizabeth 
and  Agnes,  and  feveral  princes  and  princelfes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Audria,  were  buried  in  this  cha- 
pel ; but  their  bones  were  a few  years  ago  re- 
moved to  the  abbey  of  St.  Blaife,  in  the  Black 
For  eft,  where  they  were  depofited  with  great 
pomp,  and  magnificent  fepulchres  ereded  to  their 
memory. 

Near  Konigsfelden  is  the  fmall  village  of  Win* 
difh,  Landing  at  the  conflux  of  the  Aar  and  the 
Reufs,  and  fuppofed  by  antiquarians  to  occupy 
the  fite  of  Vindonijfa , a Roman  fortrefs  mentioned 
by  Tacitus.  In  traverfing  the  place  I did  not 
obferve  the  lead  figns  of  any  antiquities ; but 
various  lapidary  infcriptions,  mile-dones,  fepul- 
chral  urns,  medals,  coins,  and  gems,  which  have 
been  found  in  great  abundance,  diffidently  prove, 
that  it  mud  have  been  the  dation  of  a large 
Roman  colony.  The  reader,  who  is  inclined  to 
refled:  on  the  vicifliludes  of  human  pofleflions, 
will  recoiled  with  pleafure  the  following  quo- 
tation  : “ Within  the  antient  walls  of  Vindonifla, 
the  cadle  of  Hapfburgh,  the  abbey  of  Konigf- 
a feld,  and  the  town  of  Bruck,  have  fucceflively 
arifen.  The  philofophic  traveller  may  com- 
u pare  the  monuments  of  Roman  conqued,  of 
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cc  feudal  or  Auflrian  tyranny,  of  monkifh  fuper^ 
ftition,  and  of  induflrious  freedom.  If  he  be 
44  truly  a philofopher,  he  will  applaud  the  merit 
4C  and  happinefs  of  his  own  time*.” 

Early  the  next  morning  we  embarked  on  the 
Aar,  which,  though  nere  a trifling  flream,  yet, 
being  confiderably  (welled  by  the  tribute  of 
waters  from  the  Reufs  and  the  Limmat,  foon 
becomes  a confiderable  river.  Its  banks  are 
agreeably  enlivened  with  meadows  and  woods, 
and  fpotted  occafionally  with  villages,  cattles, 
and  ruins,  hanging  on  the  water?s  edge.  Having 
made  a fmall  turn,  it  falls  by  a ttrait  channel 
into  the  Rhine,  vying  in  fize  and  rapidity  with 
the  great  river  in  which  it  lofes  its  name  : its 
waters,  which  are  of  a filvery  hue,  are  for  a long 
way  diflinguifhed  from  thofe  of  the  Rhine  ; 
which,  being  tranfparent,  and  of  a fea-green 
colour,  feem  to  difdain  the  union. 

1 he  banks  of  the  Rhine  are  far  fuperior  in 
wildnefs  and  beauty  to  thofe  of  the  Aar,  in  many 
parts  rifing  perpendicularly,  yet  feathered  with 
wood ; in  others  hoping  in  gentle  declivities, 
richly  bordered  with  vines,  foreft,  and  paflures  ; 
and  exhibiting  a continual  fucceffion  of  towns 
and  villages.  The  rapid  hream  carried  us  above 

* Gibbon’s  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire* 
yob  iii.  p.  563. 
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eighteen  miles  in  three  hours,  and  we  landed 
at  Lauffenburgh,  where  the  Rhine  forms  a 
cataraff,  which,  though  greatly  inferior  to  the 
fall  of  the  fame  river  near  Schafl  haufen,  yet 
deferves  to  be  vifited  by  travellers  for  the  beau- 
ties  of  the  feenery.  As  I flood  upon  the  crags 
of  the  northern  fliore,  the  principal  objedls 
were,  a high  bridge,  partly  open  and  partly 
covered,  fupported  by  three  lofty  (lone  piers ; 
on  the  fouth  a row  of  houies,  with  an  old 
ruined  caftle  on  a fummit,  boldly  overhanging 
the  water  ; a perfpedlive  of  woods  and  meadows 
under  the  arcades  of  the  bridge;  and  the  river 
dafhing  over  its  craggy  bed,  in  a Hoping  cataradtg 
until  it  is  fuddenly  loft  among  the  rocks  which 
clofe  the  view. 

About  half  a mile  below  this  fall  we  re-em« 
barked,  and  found  the  waters  in  many  parts 
more  agitated  than  thofe  of  the  Limmat;  parti- 
cularly near  Rheinfelden,  where  they  rufh  with 
fuch  increafing  velocity,  that  they  were  troubled 
like  the  waves  of  the  fea,  and,  beating  againft 
the  boar,  turned  it  obliquely  by  their  violence. 
Here  we  were  hurried  along  with  fuch  rapidity, 
that  though  I had  a pencil  in  my  hand,  I had  no 
time  for  obfervation,  much  lefs  for  defeription  ; 
I could  only  catch  a general  glance  of  the 
romantic  feenery,  as  we  palled  under  a pic^ 
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turefque  bridge  of  feveral  arches,  fufpended 
high  above  the  furface  of  the  river,  and  joined 
to  a deep  rock,  on  which  towered  fome  majef- 
tic  ruins.  In  many  parts,  and  for  a confider- 
able  way,  our  veffel  palled  within  a few  inches 
of  the  Ihelving  rocks,  and  was  only  prevented 
from  ftriking  them  by  the  dexterity  of  the 
pilot. 

As  we  approached  Bade,  the  dream  became 
lefs  rapid  ; and  we  difembarked,  highly  delighted 
with  our  expedition. 


LETTER  15. 

The  Town  of  Bafle — Erafmus — Library— Holbein. 

"T  arrived  at  Bade  or  Bafil,  I fuppofed,  about 
twelve  at  noon  ; but  was  much  furprized  to 
find,  that  all  the  clocks  # actually  druck  one  : 
and,  on  inquiry,  I was  informed,  that  they 
condantly  go  an  hour  fader  than  the  real  time. 

* The  clocks  of  Bade,  as  well  as  the  government,  have 
undergone  a revolutionary  change  in  the  new  order  of 
things.  The  motion  for  altering  the  clocks  according 
to  the  real  time  was  made  by  M.  de  Mechel. 
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Different  reafons  have  been  afligned  for  this 
Angularity  : fome  affert,  that  it  was  firft  prac- 
tifed  during  the  council  of  Bade,  in  order  to 
affemble,  at  an  earlier  hour,  the  cardinals  and 
bifhops,  who,  being  lazy  and  indolent,  always 
arrived  late.  Others  maintain,  that  a confpiracy 
being  formed  to  affaffmate  the  magikrates  at 
midnight,  one  of  the  burgomafters,  who  had 
notice  of  the  defign,  advanced  the  town-clock 
an  hour ; by  which  means  the  confpirators, 
imagining  they  had  miffed  the  appointed  time, 
retired  ; and  that  the  clocks  are  kill  kept  in  the 
fame  advanced  (late,  as  a perpetual  memorial  of 
this  happy  deliverance.  But  there  is  a third 
reafon  given  for  this  ftrange  cuftom,  which 
feems  the  mod  probable.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  choirs  of  cathedrals  are  conffrufted  towards 
the  eaff  : that  of  Bade  declines  fomewhat  from 
this  dire&ion  ; and  the  fun-dial,  which  is  placed 
upon  the  outfide  of  the  choir,  and  by  which  the 
town-clock  is  always  regulated,  partakes  of  this 
decimation  ; a circumffance  which,  according  to 
the  celebrated  Bernoulli,  occafions  a variation 
from  the  true  time  of  about  five  and  forty 
minutes. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bade  are  kill  fo  krongly 
attached  to  this  whimfical  cukom,  that,  although 
it  has  been  often  propofed  in  the  fovereign  coun- 
cil 
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cil  to  regulate  their  clocks  properly,  yet  the  mo. 
tion  has  been  invariably  rejected ; and  the 
people  would  fufped  that  their  liberties  were 
invaded,  if  their  clocks  agreed  with  thofe  of 
the  reft  of  Europe,  A few  years  fince,  feveral 
leading  men  of  the  town  determined  to  alter 
the  hand  of  the  fun-dial  half  a minute  a day, 
until  the  fhadow  fhould  imperceptibly  point  to 
the  true  hour.  This  expedient  was  accordingly 
pradifed,  and  the  clock  had  already  loft  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  an  accident 
difcovered  the  defign : the  magiftrates  were 
accordingly  compelled  to  place  the  hand  of  the 
fun-dial  in  its  former  pofition,  and  to  regulate 
the  hours  as  ufuak  Indeed,  long-eftablilhed 
cuftorns,  however  indifferent  or  ridiculous,  are 
apt  to  make  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  upon 
vulgar  minds,  as  to  become  fometimes  danger- 
ous, and  always  difficult  to  be  aboliffied  ; efpe- 
dally  among  a people,  like  thofe  of  this  country, 
who  are  averfe  to  any  change,  even  in  the 
minuteft  articles.  I need  not  remind  you, 
how  long  it  was  before  the  Engliffi  could  be 
perfuaded  to  reckon  their  years  according  to 
the  general  mode  of  computation  in  Europe. 

Baile  is  beautifully  fituated  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  near  the  point  where  that  river, 
v/hich  is  here  broad,  deep,  and  rapid,  after 

flowing 


iS| 


Bajle . 

flowing  for  fome  way  from  ea(l  to  well,  turns 
fuddenly  to  the  north.  It  confifts  of  two  towns 
|oined  together  by  a long  bridge ; the  Large 
Town  lies  on  the  fide  of  Switzerland,  and  the 
Small  Town  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river. 
It  (lands  very  favourably  for  commerce ; an 
advantage  which  the  inhabitants  have  by  no 
means  negleCled ; for  they  have  eftabliflied  a 
great  variety  of  manufactures,  particularly  of 
ribands  and  cottons  ; and  an  extenfive  trade  is 
carried  on  by  the  principal  merchants. 

The  cathedral  is  an  elegant  gothic  building, 
but  ftrangely  disfigured  by  a daubing  of  role- 
coloured  paint.  It  contains  the  aflies  of  Ger^ 
trude  Anne  countefs  of  Hohenburgh,  wife  of 
the  emperor  Rhodolph  I.  who  died  at  Vienna, 
in  1281,  and  her  body  was  conveyed  to  Bade. 
Her  two  chriftian  names  gave  rife  to  much  com 
fufion,  and  led  many  hiftorians  to  conclude 
that  Gertrude  and  Anne  were  two  different 
perfonages,  and  fuccefiive  wives  of  that  empe- 
ror ; while  others  ridiculoufly  fuppofed  that 
both  were  married  to  him  at  the  fame  time ; 
nor  were  thefe  erroneous  opinions  confuted,  and 
the  controverfy  finally  fettled,  till  Hergot,  the 
laborious  genealogift  # of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria, 

* See  Hergottii  Geneal.  Diplom.  Bom.  Auft.  vol.  i? 
p.  125. 
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proved,  from  the  moft  unquedionable  authorities 
of  ancient  diplomes,  the  identity  of  this  divided 
perfoiiage  ; and  that  the  iniftake  arofe  from  her 
being  uniformly  fly  led  Gertrude  before  her 
coronation,  and  Anne  after  the  performance  of 
that  ceremony.  She  bore  to  her  hufband 
fourteen  children ; and  though  the  mother  of 
fo  large  a family,  yet  fuch  was  her  extreme 
fenfibility,  that  the  grief  which  fire  fuffered  at 
the  departure  of  her  daughter  Clementina  to 
Naples,  on  her  marriage  with  Charles  Martel, 
hurried  her  to  her  grave. 

In  the  fame  church  are  depofited,  under  a 
marble  tomb,  the  venerable  remains  of  the  great 
Erafmus.  That  didinguifhed  writer  joined  to 
fuperior  learning,  and  a peculiar  elegance  of 
flyle,  the  keened  wit,  which  he  pointed,  not 
only  againft  the  vices  and  ignorance  of  the 
monks,  but  the  general  corruptions  and  diforders 
of  the  Roman  church.  He  was  indeed  the  fore- 
runner of  Luther,  in  his  fird  attacks  upon  the 
Catholics,  refpe&ing  the  fale  of  indulgences : but 
afterwards,  when  the  controverfy  appeared  more 
ferious,  and  an  open  breach  with  the  church  of 
Rome  feemed  inevitable,  he  condemned  the 
proceedings  of  that  bold  reformer.  He  confi- 
dered  them,  indeed,  as  altogether  unwarrant- 
able 3 and,  although  he  had  himfelf  cenfured  and 
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expofed  the  corruptions  that  infeaed  the  Catholic 
religion  ; yet  he  zealoufly  inculcated  fubmiffive 
obedience  to  the  decrees  of  what  he  called  the 
“ univerfal  church.”  Agreeably  to  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  he  advifed  the  proteftants  to  endeavour  at 
obtaining,  by  mild  and  patient  meafures,  what 
they  might  indifcreetly  lofe  by  a warmer  and 
more  violent  oppofition. 

Such  temperate  counfels  were  ill  fuited  to  the 
daring  and  impetuous  fpirit  of  Luther.  Accord- 
ingly, while  Erafmus  was  aaing  the  part  of  a 
mediator,  and  endeavouring  to  moderate  and 
allay  the  flame  on  each  fide,  he  drew  upon  him- 
felf  the  difpleafure  of  both  parties:  in  allufion 
to  this  temporifmg  conduft,  one  of  his  adver- 
faries  applied  to  him,  not  unaptly,  that  line  in 

Virgil, 

T* err  as  Inter  coelwvque  volabat . 

The  impartial  truth  feems  to  be,  that  he  was  by 
no  means  difpofed  to  become  a martyr  in  the 
caufe : the  natural  timidity  of  his  temper,  a too 
great  deference  to  perfons  of  fuperior  rank  and 
power,  and  perhaps  the  fear  of  lofmg  his  pen- 
fions,  induced  him  to  take  a decided  part  againft 
the  reformers,  and  condemn  their  feparation 

from  the  church  of  Rome* 
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But  it  would  be  uncandid  to  impute  his  con* 
du£t  wholly  to  felfifli  confiderations : fomething 
may  fairly  be  afcribed  to  the  powerful  impref- 
fions  of  early  prejudices ; and  fomething  to  that 
rooted  love  of  peace  and  ftudious  tranquillity, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  fpring  of  all  his 
a&ions.  But,  whatever  imperfections  may  be 
difcovered  in  fome  particular  parts  of  his  cha- 
racter, his  memory  mud  be  revered  by  every 
friend  of  genius,  learning,  and  moderation. 
Livelinefs  of  imagination,  depth  and  variety  of 
erudition,  together  with  great  fagacity  of  judg- 
ment, were  in  him  eminently  united.  He 
infufed  a fpirit  of  elegance  even  into  theological 
controversies  ; and  contributed  to  difencumber 
literature  from  that  fcholadic  jargon  with  which 
it  was  difgraced,  Erafmus  reflected  much 
honour  upon  this  town,  by  choofing  it  as  the 
favourite  place  of  his  refidence,  and  publifhing 
from  hence  the  greateft  part  of  his  valuable 
works.  In  the  public  library  are  preferved, 
with  great  veneration,  his  hanger  and  feal,  feve- 
ral  of  his  letters,  and  his  laft  tedament,  written 
with  his  own  hand. 

The  univerfity  of  Bafle  was  formerly  eminent 
in  the  literary  hidory  of  Europe.  Who,  in  the 
lead  converfant  in  letters,  is  unacquainted  with 
the  celebrated  names  of  Oecolampadius,  Amer- 
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bach,  the  three  Bauhins,  Grynaeus,  Buxtorf, 
Wetftein,  Ifelin,  the  Bernoullis,  and  Eulei.  If 
it  has  fallen  from  its  priftine  ftate  of  renown,  its 
decline  muft  be  principally  imputed  to  the 
cafual  mode  of  electing  the  profeffors  ; but  it 
{till  boafts  feveral  members  who  do  honour  to 
their  native  town  by  their  learning  and  abili- 
ties. 

The  public  library  contains  a fmall  collection 
of  books,  remarkable  for  feveral  rare  and 
valuable  editions ; particularly  of  thofe  printed 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  The  molt  curious 
manufcripts  are  numerous  letters  of  the  firft 
reformers,  and  of  other  learned  men  in  the 
fifteenth,  fixteenth,  and  feventeenth  centuries  ; 
and  an  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  council 
of  Bade.  The  minutes  of  that  council  were 
taken  by  John  of  Segovia;  and  are  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  which  are  preferved  either  in  the 
library,  or  in  the  archives  of  the  town : the 
former  is  written  on  paper,  the  latter  on  parch- 
ment. A queftion  has  arifen  which  of  thefe  is 
the  original.  Some  conclude  in  favour  of  that 
in  the  archives,  on  account  of  the  many  falfe 
readings  and  miftakes  in  the  other,  which  are 
plainly  the  faults  of  a copyift.  Others  give  the 
preference  to  that  in  the  library,  becaufe  it  is 
written  in  different  hands,  and  with  different 
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ink,  which  feem  to  imply  that  it  was  noted 
down  at  various  intervals,  according  as  the 
acts  of  the  council  were  pafled  ; whereas  that  in 
the  archive;?,  being  penned  on  parchment,  in 
the  fame  hand,  and  with  the  fame  ink,  was 
probably  copied  from  the  original  minutes ; 
for  who,  it  is  urged,  would  take  minutes  on 
parchment  ? A third  opinion,  (till  more  probable* 
is,  that  neither  of  thefe  is  the  original  Seve- 
ral pafiages  are  wanting  in  both ; which  omif- 
fion  may  have  proceeded  from  the  transcriber's 
not  being  able  to  read  every  part  of  the  original 
It  is  probable  that  John  of  Segovia  took  away 
the  minutes,  and  depofited  them  at  Rome ; 
and  that  one  of  thefe  manufcripts  was  the  copy 
tranfcribed  by  order  of  the  council ; of  thefe, 
the  manufcript  on  parchment  appears  to  be  the 
moft  authentic. 

In  a fuite  of  rooms  belonging  to  this  library, 
is  a cabinet  of  petrifa&ions,  collected  in  the 
canton  of  Bails  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Annoni : fome 
ancient  medals  and  gems  ; a few  antiquities 
found  at  Augil ; a large  number  of  prints  ; and 
fome  fine  drawings  and  paintings,  confiding 
chiefly  of  originals  by  Holbein,  who  was  a 
native  of  this  town.  Thefe  pictures  are,  mod 
of  them,  in  the  highed  prefervation : the  con- 
noiffeur  can  here  trace  all  the  different  manners 
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of  Holbein , and  compare  the  productions  of 
his  youth  with  thofe  of  his  maturer  age.  A few 
are  preferved,  which  he  painted  before  he  had 
reached  his  fixteenth  year ; and  one  extremely 
curious,  which  he  drew  upon  a fign  for  a 
writing-mailer.  The  portraits  of  himfelf,  his 
wife,  and  children,  in  the  fame  group,  are  much 
admired  for  nature  and  fimplicity  of  exprefiion* 
The  moil  valuable  of  thefe  paintings  is  an  altar- 
piece,  in  eight  compartments,  which  reprefents 
the  paffion  of  our  Saviour : a performance,  in 
which  this  admirable  artifl  has  carried  to  the 
higheft  perfe&ion  that  fmgular  brilliancy  of 
colouring  fo  peculiar  to  his  befl  compofitions9 
I was  much  (truck  with  a profile  of  his  friend 
and  patron  Erafmus,  writing  his  commentary 
upon  St.  Matthew : there  is  a fpirit  and  anima- 
tion in  the  countenance,  finely  exprdlive  of  his 
fagacious  and  penetrating  talents* 

Among  the  works  of  Holbein,  that  difcover 
the  livelinefs  of  his  fancy,  mufl  be  mentioned 
the  (ketches  he  drew  on  the  margin  of  the 
Eulogium  of  Folly  by  Erafmus,  which  he 
received  as  a prefent  from  the  author.  This 
curious  volume  is  preferved  in  the  library,  and 
has  been  lately  publifhed  by  Mr.  Haas,  in  French, 
Latin,  and  German,  with  fac-fimiles  of  the 
original  defigns,  engraved  on  wood. 

Von.  I.  M The 
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The  dance  of  death,  in  the  churcn-yard  of  the 
predicants  of  the  iuburbs  of  St.  Joan,  is  fre- 
quently Ihewn  to  Grangers  as  being  of  Holbein  s 
pencil.  It  is  painted  in  oil-colours  upon  a wall 
which  enclofes  the  burial-ground : but,  ciS  it  has 
feveral  times  been  retouched,  no  traces  aie  dif- 
coverable  of  that  great  mailer’s  hand.  In  fad, 
the  Hon.  Horace  Walpole,  and  other  unquef- 
tionable  judges,  have  proved,  that  this  perform- 
ance was  painted  before  Holbein  was  born,  and 
that  he  was  not  employed  even  in  retouching  it. 

It  is  probable  however,  that,  from  this  ancient 
painting,  he  took  the  firft  hint  towards  compofing 
his  famous  drawings  on  the  dance  of  death. 
In  treating  that  fubjed,  he  has  difplayed  fuch 
richnefs  of  imagination,  and  difcovered  fo  much 
judgment  in  the  difpofition,  and  fo  much  fpirit 
in  the  execution  of  the  figures,  that  Rubens 
itudied  them  with  particular  attention,  and  took 
drawings  from  them. 

The  originals  of  Holbein’s  dance  of  death 
were  pm-chafed  by  Mr.  Fleichman  of  Stralbourg, 
at  the  fale  of  the  famous  collodion  of  Crozat,  at 
Paris ; of  which  Mariette  has  publilhed  a cata- 
logue. They  are  now  in  the  poffeffion  ot  prince 
Gallitzin,  minilter  from  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  to 
the  court  of  Vienna.  They  confift  of  forty-four 

final!  drawings : the  outlines  are  fetched  with  a 

pen, 


Bafle,  163 

pen,  and  they  are  llightly  (haded  with  Indian 
ink.  I had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing 
them,  during  my  continuance  at  Vienna,  and 
particularly  admired  the  variety  of  attitudes  and 
characters  in  which  death  is  reprefented. 

Prints  have  been  taken  from  fome  of  thefe 
drawings  by  Hollar,  which  are  very  fcarce.  Mr. 
de  Mechel,  a celebrated  artift  of  this  place,  has 
already  engraved  them  after  the  original  defigns; 
a work  which  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  accept- 
able to  the  admirers  of  the  fine  arts ; he  has 
added  four  engravings,  which  are  not  in  the 
prince’s  collection,  and  which  are  taken  from  the 
prints  of  Hollar.  He  ingenioufly  conjectures, 
from  the  dreiTes  and  characters  of  feveral  of 
the  figures  in  the  dance  of  death,  that  the  author 
fketched  them  while  he  was  in  England.  They 
weie,  probably,  in  the  Arundehan  collection 
when  Hollar  engraved  them. 

Mi.  de  Mechel  has  finifhed  alfo  a fet  of  prints 
fi om  the  fine  paintings  of  the  DufTeldorf  gallery, 
and  likewife  engravingsof  the  famous  Hedlinger’s 
medals.  T his  able  artift  has  a fmall  but  well® 
chofen  collection  of  paintings ; and  his  magazine 
of  prints  (in  which  article  he  carries  on  a very 
confiderable  trade)  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largefl 
and  moft  complete  in  Europe.  I am  acquainted 
with  no  perfon  to  whom  the  curious  traveller 
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can  addrefs  himfelf  with  greater  advantage  than 
to  Mr.  de  Mechel,  nor  from  whom  he  can 
receive  more  ufeful  information.  To  a particu- 
lar knowledge  of  the  phyfical  beauties  of  Swit- 
zerland, he  joins  a thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  different  governments,  cuftoms,  and  manners 
of  the  feveral  cantons.  As  he  is  intimately 
connected  with  the  principal  men  of  learning 
in  this  country,  his  letters  of  recommendation 
are  the  moft  defirable,  and  the  mo  ft  beneficial, 
that  can  be  procured,  and  he  enjoys  as  much 
fatisfa&ion  in  conferring,  as  can  be  received  by 
accepting,  his  good  offices.  He  indeed  poffeffes 
a great  fund  of  good  humour,  an  amiable 
franknefs  of  difpofition,  and  a certain  origin- 
ality of  manner,  which,  together  with  his  other 
valuable  qualities,  recommend  him  as  a no  lefs 
pleafing  than  ufeful  acquaintance. 

I vifxted  alfo  the  fmall  but  pleafing  collection 
of  pi&ures,  moftly  of  the  Flemifh  and  Dutch 
fchools,  belonging  to  M.  Faefch,  member  of  the 
Great  Council.  In  the  court-yard  before  his 
houfe  is  a wooden  flame  of  Rhodolph  I.  fitting 
on  a throne,  and  clothed  with  the  imperial  in- 
fign.ia:  underneath  I obferved  the  date  of  1273, 
the  sera  of  his  coronation.  The  rudenefs  of 
the  fculpture  renders  it  probable  that  it  is  an 
original  of  that  great  emperor,  who  was  befieg- 
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ing  Bafle  when  he  received  the  unexpected 
news  of  his  election.  The  gates  were  imme- 
diately thrown  open ; and  he  was  inftantly  ad- 
mitted as  a friend  into  that  town,  which  had 
fhut  its  gates  againlf  him  as  their  enemy.  On 
this  occafion  he  refided  a fhort  time  at  Bafle,  and, 
as  tradition  relates,  in  this  very  houfe. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  16. 

Government  of  Bafle. 

^hlE  bilhops  of  Bafle  once  poffefled  the 
fovereignty  over  the  city  and  canton  ; but 
were  gradually  deprived  of  their  prerogatives  \ 
and,  in  1501?  finally  quitted  this  town,  when 
the  canton  joined  the  Helvetic  confederacy* 
They  retired  at  firft  to  Friburgh  in  Brilgau  ; 
and  afterwards,  eftablifhing  their  refidence  at 
Porentru,  entirely  loft  the  trifling  authority 
and  inconfiderable  prerogatives  which  remained 
to  them.  Upon  the  introduction  of  the  reform* 
ation  in  1525?  the  conflitution  was  in  fome  mea- 
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fure  changed ; and  the  power  of  the  ariflocracy 
limited. 

It  would  feem  in  theory  fcarcely  poffible  to 
divide  the  ariflocratical  and  democratical  com- 
monwealths into  fo  many  different  fpecies  as 
exift  in  Switzerland : for,  in  this  country,  every 
republic  has  its  peculiar  modification  ; and  there 
is  none  more  fmgular  than  that  of  Bade.  To 
view  the  general  outlines  of  the  conflitution,  it 
has  the  appearance  of  an  abfolute  ariflocracy  * ; 
but,  upon  confidering'  it  in  detail,  it  will  be 
found  to  incline  towards  a democracy.  The 
fupreme  legiflative  power  refides  in  the  Great  and 
Little  Councils,  confiding  of  about  three  hun- 
dred members : and  the  authority  of  thefe  two 
councils  combined,  is  without  controul.  They 
enact  laws,  declare  war  and  peace,  contract  alli- 
ances, and  impofe  taxes : they  elect  the  feveral 
magiflrates,  appoint  their  own  members,  norni- 

* An  ariflocracy  (ftrictly  fpeaking)  means  that  form, 
of  government,  which  places  the  fupreme  power  in  the 
nobles,  exclufively  of  the  people  ; but  here  I mean  by  it, 
the  confining  of  the  fovereign  authority  to  a certain 
limited  number  of  perfons,  without  confidering  whether 
they  are  patricians  or  plebeians,  nobles  or  commons  : for 
at  Baile  every  citizen  who  is  noble,  and  who  choofes  to 
retain  his  title  of  nobility,  is  incapable  of  being  ele&ed 
a member  of  the  fovereign  council. 
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nate  to  all  employments,  and  confer  the  right  of 
burgherfhip.  The  general  adminiftration  of  go- 
vernment is  committed  by  the  Great  Council  to 
the  Senate,  or  Little  Council ; that  is,  to  a part 
of  its  own  body.  This  Senate,  compofed  of 
fixty  members,  together  with  the  four  chiefs  of 
the  republic,  two  burgomafters,  and  two  great 
tribunes,  is  divided  into  two  bodies,  which  adt 
by  rotation.  The  adting  divifion  continues  in 
office  one  year,  decides  finally  in  all  criminal 
caufes,  fuperintends  the  police,  and  exercifes 
feveral  other  powers  fubordinate  to  the  Sove- 
reign Council.  The  colledlive  body  of  citizens 
affembles  only  once  a year  ; when  the  magiflrates 
publicly  take  an  oath  to  maintain  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  preferve  the  liberties  and  immunities 
of  the  people,  inviolate.  The  reciprocal  oath 
of  obedience  to  the  laws,  is  adminiilered  to  the 
citizens  in  their  refpedtive  tribes. 

But,  notwithflanding  the  boundlefs  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Great  Council  ; yet  the 
meanefl  citizen  is  legally  capable  of  being 
admitted  into  that  body,  and,  by  the  hngular 
method  of  eledtion,  may  poffibly  be  chofen. 
For  the  vacancies  in  the  two  councils  are 
fupplied  from  all  ranks  of  citizens,  one  clafs 
only  excepted,  the  members  of  the  univerfity. 
Thefe  citizens  are  divided  into  eighteen  tribes, 
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called  in  German  Zuenfte ; fifteen  of  which 
belong  to  the  larger  town,  and  three  to  the 
final ler  ; each  of  the  firfl-mentioned  fifteen 
tribes,  returns  four  members  to  the  Senate,  and 
each  of  the  whole  eighteen  fends  twelve  to  the 
Great  Council.  Formerly  thefe  eledions  were 
determined  by  a plurality  of  voices;  but,  as  by 
thefe  means  the  richeft  perfon  was  always  cer- 
tain of  being  chofen,  a ternaire  was  eftablifhed 
in  1718;  that  is,  three  candidates  were  nomi- 
nated, and  from  thefe  the  fucceifor  was 
appointed  * by  lot. 

Although  this  mode  of  election  in  fome  mea- 
sure put  a flop  to  corruption  ; yet  it  was  not 
fufficient  to  counteract  entirely  the  influence  of 
the  wealthy  : and,  as  the  poorer  citizens  could 
feldom  fucceed  to  the  moft  honourable  or  lucra- 
tive employments,  they  procured  an  act  to  be 
paifed  in  1740,  changing  the  ternaire  into  a 
fenaire  ; by  which  fix  candidates,  inffead  of 

* The  fifteen  tribes  in  the  great  town  are  called 
Zuenfte , and  the  three  in  the  fin  all  town  Gefellfch  often , 
or  companies.  It  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  fmall  town  enjoy  more  advantages  than 
thofe  of  the  great  town  ; inafmuch  as  the  former  may 
be  appointed  to  public  employments  either  in  the  tribes 
or  in  the  companies  ; whereas  a citizen  of  the  great  town 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  companies,  unlefs  he  refides 
in  the  fmall  town. 
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three,  were  put  in  nomination,  and  drew  lots 
for  the  charge.  Six  tickets,  containing  the 
names  of  the  refpedtive  candidates,  and  fepa- 
rately  placed  in  fiiver  eggs,  are  inferted  into  one 
bag ; and  the  fame  number  of  tickets,  five  of 
which  are  blanks,  and  one  is  marked  with  the 
vacant  employment,  are  placed  in  another. 
The  reigning  burgomafter  and  the  great  tribune, 
appointed  to  be  the  drawers  of  this  official 
lottery,  both  at  the  fame  inftant  take  a ticket 
from  each  bag  ; and  the  candidate  whofe  name 
comes  out  at  the  fame  time  with  the  ticket 
on  which  the  employment  is  written,  obtains  the 
pod. 

It  would  be  too  tedious,  and  indeed  too  unin- 
terefling,  a detail,  to  enter  into  a minute  account 
of  the  forms  and  circumflances  requifite  to  be 
obferved  in  felecting  the  feverai  candidates.  To 
give,  however,  fome  general  idea  of  this  matter  : 
Upon  a vacancy  in  the  Great  Council,  for 
inflance,  the  fix  candidates  mud  be  taken  from 
the  citizens  of  that  tribe,  to  which  the  perfon 
who  occafioned  the  vacancy  belonged,  and 
be  nominated  by  fuch  of  the  members  of  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils,  as  are  of  the  fame 
tribe.  The  candidates  for  the  fenate  and  for 
the  tribunes  or  chiefs  of  each  tribe,  called  in 
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German  meifler , are  appointed  by  the  Great 
Council.  But  there  is  one  'cafe,  in  which  the 
fenaire  is  not  pradifed  : for,  upon  the  death  of 
a burgomaiter,  his  colleague,  who  is  the  great 
tribune,  fucceeds  of  courfe. 

it  fhomd  feem,  that  many  inconveniences 
niull  flow  from  this  abfurd  method  of  fupplying 
vacant  pofts  in  the  government  ; as  they  are 
left  entirely  to  the  capricious  difpofal  of  fortune* 
In  fact,  it  has  not  unfrequently  happened, 
that  a candidate,  whofe  knowledge  and  abilities 
rendered  him  capable  of  being  ferviceable  to  the 
ilate,  has  never  obtained  the  fuccefsful  ticket ; 
while  chance  has  bellowed  it  upon  another  by  no 
means  qualified  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  employ- 
ment. However,  notwithflanding  the  ill  effeds 
refulting  from  this  cafual  mode  of  election^ 
the  management  of  public  affairs  is  in  general 
well  conducted;  and . there  are  few  inftances 
of  civil  juftice  unwifely  adminiflered,  or  of 
innocence  facrificed  to  wealth  or  power. 

But  the  counfellors  of  flate  and  magiflrates 
are  not  the  only  perfons  chofen  by  lot ; even 
the  profeffors  in  the  univerfity  are  eleded  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  three  candidates  (for 
in  this  in  fiance  the  ternaire  is  ftill  in  ufej 
muft  be  nominated  from  thofe  who  have 
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taken  the  degree  of  doctor.  Hence  a can- 
didate not  unfrequently  offers  himfeif  for 
the  profeiiorfhip  of  a fcience  which  he  has 
never  made  the  peculiar  object  of  his  (Indies, 
if  the  chair  of  that  particular  branch  of  lite- 
rature in  which  he  excels  is  already  occupied  y 
for,  under  thefe  circumftances,  the  refpec- 
tive  unqualified  profeffors  change  places  with 
each  other.  Thus  (to  mention  an  inftance 
from  a family  well  known)  John  Bernoulli,  the 
famous  mathematical  profeffor  in  this  univer- 
fity,  who  died  in  1748,  left  three,  fons,  Nicholas, 
Daniel,  and  John,  all  juftly  celebrated  for  theii 
(kill  in  that  fcience,  in  which  their  father  and 
uncle  fo  eminently  excelled.  Nicholas  died  at 
St.  Peterfburgh,  member  of  the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences ; and  Daniel,  having  followed 
his  brother  into  Ruflia,  returned  to  Bade  on 
obtaining  the  profeiTorfhip  of  anatomy,  which 
he  afterwards  had  an  opportunity  of  happily 
exchanging  for  that  of  natural  philofophy  ; he 
died  in  1782.  A fimilar  circumftance  hap- 
pened to  the  third  fon  John  : after  being 
feveral  times  an  unfuccefsful  candidate  in  the 
lottery  of  profefforfhips,  chance  at  length  con- 
ferred on  him  the  chair  of  rhetoric , for  which 
he  was  wholly  unfit  m9  but,  upon  his  father’s 
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death,  he  changed  with  Mr.  Rumfpeck,  to 

whom  fortune  had  affigned  the  profefforlhip  of 
mathematics  *. 

The  fumptuary  laws  are  very  ftrift  at  Bafle. 
The  ufe  of  coaches  in  the  town  is  not  indeed 
prohibited,  as  at  Zuric ; but,  what  is  more 
Angular,  no  citizen  or  inhabitant  is  allowed 
to  have  a fervant  behind  his  carriage.  Laws 
of  this  kind  may  be  carried,  in  fome  inftances, 

* The  following  curious  epitaph  on  a lawyer,  interred 
in  the  cathedral,  complains  that  the  deceafed,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  advanced  age  of  84,  which  had  afforded 
many  opportunities  of  being  nominated  candidate  for 
various  offices  of  flate,  had  been  continually  excluded 
by  fortune. 

S;  E : S s 
Locum  quo  Sepeliretur 
de  fuo  acquifivit 

JOH:  GEORG.*  SCHWE1GHAUSER 
J.  U.  L.  Ducentum  Vir 
Fori  judiciarii  et  Appellations 
ultra  XL.  Annos  affiduus  AffefTor 
muneribus  autem  Academ'icis 
et  pitbhcis  Officiis 
Sorte  conjlanter  exclufus 
vixit  tamen  et  vivere  defiit 
ut  Virum  Honeftum  decet 
natus  Menfe  Januario  1695. 

Obiit  Lie  VII  Menfis  Junii  177Q4. 

H.  M.  H*  P. 
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to  3.  fcrupulous  and  even  ridiculous  mmutenefs  ^ 
upon  the  whole,  however,  they  are  excellent 
regulations,  and  not  only  ufeful  but  neceflary 
in  a fmall  republic.  They  have  certainly  ope- 
rated with  great  advantage  in  this  town . for, 
although  it  contains  feveral  families  who  are 
confiderably  rich,  yet  a happy  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners is  fhill  fo  predominant,  that  j ou  would 
fmile,  if  I were  to  particularife  thole  articles 
which  pafs  under  the  opprobrious  denomination 
of  luxury . 

The  lower  ranks  of  citizens  are  in  general 
fo  ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  their  own 
countrv,  as  to  fee  in  convinced  that  true  xelicity 
is  only  to  be  found  at  Bafle  5 and  indeed  that 
clafs  of  people  are  in  no  part  of  the  world  more 
happy.  Every  perfon  boafts  that  he  is  free,  and 
is  fo  in  reality ; and  as  the  citizens  not  only 
poflefs  very  confiderable  privileges,  but  each 
individual  may  alfo  indulge  the  hope  of  being 
one  day  cbofen  into  tne  foveieign  council  5 he 
enjoys  a certain  degree  of  refped  and  confider- 
ation  extremely  flattering  to  his  felt-import- 
ance. In  fact,  feveral  of  the  magiftrates 
exercife  the  meaner  trades  ; and  the  pre- 
font  treafurer,  whofe  name  is  Muench,  is  a 

baker  1 he  is  indeed  a perfon  or  dndnguifhed 
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knowledge  and  merit,  and  has  been  twice 
appointed  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  office  of 
great  tribune ; which,  had  fortune  favoured 
him,  would  have  been  followed,  on  the  next 
vacancy,  by  his  fucceffion  to  the  office  of 
burgomader.  In  general  the  burghers’  fbns 
receive  an  excellent  education : they  always 
learn  the  Latin,  and  not  unfrequently  the  Greek 
tongue  ; and  it  is  by  no  means  unufual,  even 
for  the  lower  fort  of  tradefmen,  to  employ  their 
leifure  hours  in  the  perufal  of  Horace,  Virgil, 
and  Plutarch* 

The  conduct  of  magiftrates  is  nowhere  more 
freely,  nor  more  feverely,  criticifed  than  at  Bafle* 
1 he  people  may  fometimes,  no  doubt,  extend 
this  privilege  beyond  its  proper  limits ; but 
they  can  never  be  totally  refrained  from  exer- 
cifmg  it,  without  hr  iking  at  the  vitals  of  their 
liberty  : it  is  effiential  to  its  exiflenee,  and 
no  free  government  can  long  furvive  its  extinc- 
tion. 

Bade  is  the  larged,  and  feems  formerly  to  have 
been  one  of  the  mod  populous  towns  in  Switzer- 
land : its  extent  is  capable  of  containing  above  a 
hundred  thoufand  inhabitants ; whereas  it  can 
fcarcely  number  more  than  fourteen  thoufand* 
Many  particular  caufes  may  have  concurred  to 
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occalion  this  remarkable  decreafe ; but  I will 
mention  only  one  or  two  to  which  it  may  be 

attributed. 

It  is  proved,  from  undoubted  calculations, 
that,  in  all  great  cities,  the  number  of  burials 
exceeds  that  of  births;  confequently,  unlefs 
this  unequal  proportion  is  compenfated  by  a 
conflant  acceffion  of  new  inhabitants,  in  procefs 
of  time  every  great  town  mult  neceffarily  become 
depopulated.  Now  the  citizens  of  Bane  aie  fo 
jealous  of  the  burgherihip,  and  pride  themfelves 
fo  much  upon  the  privileges  which  accompany 
It,  that  they  feldoni  deign  to  comer  it  upon 
foreigners  1 a fupply  therefore  to  balance  that 
gradual  wafte  of  people  I have  mentioned,  can 
never  be  derived  from  an  influx  of  ftrangers, 
who  are  not  permitted  to  carry  on  commerce, 
or  to  follow  any  trade.  A few  years  ago,  fome 
of  the  magiftrates,  fenfibie  of  the  impolicy 
of  this  prohibition,  procured  a law,  by  which 
the  freedom  of  the  town  and  the  right  of 
burgherfliip  was  allowed  to  be  conferred  upon 
fir  angers  ; but  it  was  clogged  with  fo  many 
reftribtions,  as  by  no  means  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  was  intended.  Every  prim 
ciple,  indeed,  of  private  interefl  and  ambition, 
concurred  to  prevent  its  efficacy  : and,  no 

wonder  ; for  bodies  of  men  are  feldom  a&uated 

by 
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by  fo  generous  a fpirit  as  to  facrifice  their  pet-- 
fonal  and  immediate  advantages  to  the  future 
welfare  and  profperity  of  their  country  *. 

I am, 

Bafle  was  the  firft  canton  which  feparated  from  the 
old  Helvetic  confederacy,  and  adopted  the  new  conftitu- 
t;on  fabricated  in  France.  Its  dtuation  near  the  from 
tieis  expofed  it  to  the  intrigues  of  the  French  agents,  and 
without  foreign  fupport  rendered  it  incapable  of  refid- 
ance*  The  peafants  of  the  canton  were  likewife  diflk* 
tisfied  with  the  monopoly  of  power  and  commerce 
veiled  in  the  burghers  of  the  town  ; encouraged  by  the 
1 1 each,  and  excited  by  their  own  turbulent  dema^ 
gogues,  they  peremptorily  required  emancipation  and 
independence,  d he  magiftrates  could  only  lament  in 
fecret  the  progrefs  of  difaffe&ion,  and  were  compelled  to 
fubrnit  without  a druggie ; the  French  having  over-run 
the  bifhopric  of  Bade,  and  annexed  it  to  their  own 
dominions,  claimed  the  epifcopa!  palace  as  fucceeding  to 
tiie  lights  of  the  bdhop,  and  under  that  pretence  intro* 
duced  a corps  of  troops  into  the  town. 

The  progrefs  of  the  revolution  in  this  canton  was 
aimoft  indantaneous  : the  peafants  rofe  in  different 
did  rifts,  demolifhed  the  caftles  of  the  bailifs,  planted  on 
the  1 8th  of  January,  at  Liechdall,  the  find  tree  of 
liberty,  and  lent  deputies  to  Bade  with  their  declaration 
of  rights,  which  they  dyled  Magna  Charta.  The 
znagidrates  acceded  to  their  demands,  admitted  600 
militia  into  the  town,  and  recalled  their  deputies  from 
Arau.  On  the  24th  the  tree  of  liberty  was  planted  at 
Bade,  and  on  the  of  February  the  old  magidrates 
r efigned  their  authority,  and  fixtjr  delegates,  appointed  * 
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*T-  *• 

"Combat  at  the  Hofpital  of  St.  fames ; between  the 
Forces  of  Louis  Dauphin  of  France , and  a 
Corps  of  Swifs  Troops— Ruins  of  Aug  ft — MuL 
haufen . 

/CURIOSITY  led  me,  during  my  continue 
ance  at  Bade,  to  vifit  the  hofpital  and 
burying-ground  of  St.  James,  not  far  from  the 
town,  and  near  the  fmall  river  Birs,  celebrated 
for  a defperate  combat,  in  1444,  between  the 
Swifs  and  the  uauphin  of  France,  afterwards 
Louis  the  Eleventh : never  was  Swifs  valour 
and  intrepidity  fo  fignally  difplayed,  as  by  a few 
battalions  of  their  troops  on  that  memorable 
day. 

This  famous  battle  was  fought  in  confequence 
of  fome  difputes  which  arofe  between  the  canton 


by  the  people,  were  inverted  with  a provifional  govern- 
ment, until  the  new  conftitution  rtiould  be  confolidated. 
Thus  the  magirtrates  of  Bade  were  firft  compelled  to  fet 
the  fatal  example  of  a reparation  from  the  Helvetic 
Union  ; an  example  fwhich  was  foon  followed  by  the 
other  parts  of  the  confederacy. 

Vol.  L N of 
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of  Zuric  and  thofe  of  Schweitz  and  Glarus. 
Zuric  refufing  to  abide  by  the  mediation  of  the 
five  neutral  cantons,  who  had  decided  in  favour  of 
of  Schweitz  and  Glarus,  a civil  war  enfued  : 
upon  which  occafion  Zuric  formed  an  alliance 
with  the  emperor  Frederic  the  ihird.  The 
feven  antient  cantons,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
renunciation  of  this  alliance,  which  they  juftly 
considered  as  an  infringement  of  their  league, 
laid  fiege  to  that  town.  Frederic,  unable  to 
fend  a fufficient  body  of  troops  to  its  relief, 
applied  for  additional  fuccours  to  Charles  the 
Seventh,  king  of  France;  vdio,  as  well  with  a 
view  of  diflolving  the  council  of  Bafle,  as  for 
the  particular  purpofe  required,  ordered  a con- 
fiderable  army  to  march,  under  the  command  of 
his  fon  Louis.  Accordingly  the  dauphin  entered 
with  his  forces  into  Alface;  and,  after  laying 
wafte  and  harafling  the  adjacent  provinces, 
appeared  before  Bafle.  Upon  this  occafion,  a 
detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  Swifs  from  the 
army  of  the  confederates  (at  that  time  employed 
in  befieging  Farnfpurg)  were  ordered  to  throw 
themfelves  into  the  town  of  Bafle,  which  was 
but  flightly  garrifoned. 

This  handful  of  men  advanced  without  inter- 
ruption to  the  plain  of  Brattelen ; where  they 

charged,  with  fuch  determined  and  well-con- 
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ducted  valour,  eight  thoufand  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  as  to  drive  them  back  to  Muttenz  ; 
at  which  place  the  repulfed  were  joined  by 
another  corps ; but,  notwithflanding  this  rein- 
forcement,  the  Swifs  renewing  the  affault  with 
frefli  intrepidity,  forced  them  to  repafs  the 
river  Birs ; where  the  main  body  of  the  army 
was  chiefly  drawn  up.  Such  was  the  firmnefs 
and  folidity  of  the  Swifs  in  thefe  feveral  ren- 
counters, that,  to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  an  old 
French  chronicle,  when  the  cavalry  charged 
“ they  could  make  no  more  impreflion,  than  if 
“ they  had  attacked  a rock,  or  an  impenetrable 
“ wall.”  The  Swifs,  encouraged  by  this  won- 
derful fuccefs,  and  exafperated  with  the  mod 
fpirited  indignation  againfl  the  invaders  of  their 
country,  difregarded  the  remonflrances  of  their 
officers,  and  raffily  attempted  to  force  their  paf- 
fage  over  a bridge,  which  was  guarded  by  a large 
body  of  the  enemy : but  this  effort  of  inconfi- 
derate  valour  proving  ineffe&ual,  thefe  gallant 
foldiers,  throwing  themfelves  into  the  riverg 
gained  the  oppofite  ffiore,  in  the  face  of  a bat- 
tery of  cannon  that  was  playing  againfl  them. 

What  could  the  defperate  courage  of  fo  fmall 
a number  avail,  againfl  an  army  of  thirty  thou- 
fand men  advantageoufly  polled  in  an  open 
plain  ? T hey  had  no  alternative  but  to  throw 
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down  their  arms,  or  glorioufly  expire.  They 

bravely  preferred  death : five  hundred  took 
poiMion  of  a fnrall  ifiand  near  the  bridge,  and, 
after  refolutely  defending  themfelves  to  the  laft 
extremity,  were  cut  to  pieces.  A like  number 
forced  their  way  through  the  ranks  of  the 

enemy,  and  marched  towards  Bafle  j when 

they  were  oppofed  by  a large  body  of  horfe, 
poked  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
from  fallying  to  the  relief  of  their  countrymen. 
Being  now  furrounded  on  all  Tides,  they  threw 
themfelves  into  the  hofpital  of  St.  James ; 
and,  lining  the  walls  of  the  burying-ground, 
refilled  for  forne  time  the  united  affaults  of  the 
whole  French  army.  At  length  the  hofpital 
being  fet  on  fire,  and  the  cannon  having  battered 
down  the  walls  of  the  burying-ground,  they 
fought  no  longer  in  hopes  of  vidlory ; but  kill 
refolving  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  poffible, 
they  continued  to  defend  themfelves  to  the  lafl 
gafp. 

JEneas  Sylvius  (afterwards  pope  Pius  II.) 
relates,  among  other  actions  of  Angular  valour 
exerted  by  this  heroic  troop,  a particular  inflance 
which  I cannot  forbear  mentioning.  Four 
French  foldiers  affaulted  a Tingle  Swifs,  and 
having  killed  and  dripped  him,  proceeded  to 
infult  the  corpfe : one  of  his  companions, 

incenfed 
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Incenfed  at  this  brutal  action,  feized  a battle-axe, 
rufhed  upon  the  four,  flew  two  of  them,  and 
drove  the  others  to  fight ; then  flinging  the 
dead  body  of  his  friend  upon  his  (boulders, 
carried  it  to  a place  of  fecurity ; and  return- 
ing to  the  attack,  fell  by  the  hand  of  the 
enemy. 

Of  the  whole  number  but  fixteen  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle  ; and  thefe,  agreeably 
to  the  old  Spartan  difcipline,  were  branded 
with  infamy,  for  not  having  facrificed  their  lives 
in  defence  of  their  country.  Among  thofe 
who  were  defperately  wounded,  and  left  upon 
the  field,  only  thirty-two  were  found  alive. 
The  names  of  many  of  thefe  glorious  com- 
batants were  regidered,  and  dill  remain  upon 
record. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  number  of 
forces  on  both  fides  in  this  ever-memorable 
engagement.  As  far  as  we  can  judge,  by 
comparing  the  feveral  relations  of  the  french 
and  German  hidorians,  the  army  of  the  dau- 
phin confided  of  at  lead  thirty  thoufand. 
Charles  and  his  fon  Louis,  in  their  letters  to 
the  German  princes  on  this  occafion,  aflert, 
that  three  thoufand  Swifs  fell  on  the  held  of 
battle ; and  perhaps  that  account  is  not  much 
exaggerated.  With  refped  to  the  (lain  on  the 
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fide  of  the  dauphin,  the  amount  is  ftill  more 
uncertain  : his  lofs,  however,  mud  have  been 
very  confiderable,  for  he  remained  three  days 
upon  the  field  of  battle  ; and,  the  better  to 
conceal  the  number  of  the  killed,  ordered  the 
dead  bodies  to  be  fecretly  interred  in  different 
parts  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  effect- 
ually prevented  from  profecuting  his  defigns 
upon  Switzerland,  and  compelled  to  retire  with 
his  Ihattered  army  into  Alface.  Louis  himfelf, 
indeed,  declared,  that  fuch  another  victory 
would  ruin  his  army ; and  generoufly  confeffed, 
that  he  derived  from  it  no  other  advantage, 
than  to  know  and  efteem  the  valour  of  the 
Swifs*  Accordingly,  this  combat  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  forming  a remarkable  sera  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Swifs  : for  it  gave  rife  to  their 
treaty  with  Charles  the  Seventh  ; the  firft  alli- 
ance which  they  contracted  with  France. 

The  war,  however,  between  the  Houfe  of 
Auffria  and  Zuric  on  one  fide,  and  the  feven 
cantons  on  the  other,  continued  until  the  year 
1 446,  when  a peace  was  concluded  by  the  medi- 
ation and  decifion  of  certain  arbiters : Zuric 
renounced  its  connection  with  the  Houfe  of 
Auffria ; and  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  was 
again  folernnly  renewed  and  confirmed  between 
the  eight  cantons.  Upon  this  occafion  two 

very 
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very  important  articles  in  the  public  law  of 
Switzerland  were  finally  fettled  : bird,  tnat 
all  difputes  between  any  particular  cantons 
fhould  be  decided  by  the  mediation  of  the 
neutral  cantons ; and  if  either  of  the  two  con- 
tending parties  fhould  decline  to  acquiefce  under 
their  judgment,  the  neutral  cantons  are  empow- 
ered to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  in  order  to 
compel  the  recufant  to  abide  by  their  deter* 
mination : Secondly,  notwithflanding  the  right 
which  either  of  the  cantons  might  have  referved 
to  itfelf,  of  contra&ing  alliances  with  foreign 
powers,  yet  the  other  confederates  are  to  judge 
whether  fuch  alliance  is  contradi&ory  to,  or 
incompatible  with,  the  articles  of  the  general 
union ; and  if  it  fhould  appear  to  be  fo,  it  is 

declared  null  and  void. 

The  Swifs  dill  talk  of  this  famous  aftion 
with  the  warmed  enthufiafm.  Accordingly, 
the  inhabitants  of  Bafle  form  parties  every  year, 
to  an  inn  fituated  near  the  hofpital  and  burying- 
ground,  in  order  to  commemorate,  in  a red 
wine  produced  from  fome  vineyards  planted 
on  the  field  of  battle,  the  heroic  deeds  of 
their  brave  countrymen,  who  fo  glorioufly 
facrificed  their  lives.  This  wine,  which  they 
call  the  “ Blood  of  the  Swifsf  is  highly  prized 
by  the  Bafileans,  though  it  has  little  to  recom- 

N 4 mend 


1 84  LETTER  17. 

mend  it  in  point  of  flavour  ; neverthelefs,  I am 
much  miftaken  if  that  line  of  Horace, 

Non  mijjura  cutem  nifi  plena  cruoris , 

was  more  applicable  to  the  teazing  poet  he  mem 
lions,  than  it  is  to  thofe  jovial  patriotic  parties, 
at  the  anniverfary  compotations  of  the  u Blood 

“ of  the  Swifs.” 

Near  Bafle  are  the  ruins  of  Augvfta  Raurico - 
runt,  formerly  a large  town  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Roihans,  now  a fmall  village  in  the 
canton  of  Bafle,  clofe  to  the  Rhine.  Its 
ancient  remains  are  very  inconfiderable,  con- 
fiding of  a few  columns  of  marble,  dill  hand- 
ing, and  fome  fcattered  fragments  of  pillars, 
together  with  a femicircular  range  of  walls  upon 
a rifing  ground,  the  greater  part  of  which  has 
fallen,  and  is  alrnofl:  overgrown  with  under- 
wood. From  the  prefent  appearance  of  the 
ruins,  I fliouid  hardly  have  conjectured,  that 
they  once  compofed  part  of  a theatre,  capable 
of  containing  above  twelve  thoufand  fpeClators. 
But  the  celebrated  Schsefflin  has  given,  in  his 
Alfatia  Illnftrata , a particular  defcription  of  this 
theatre,  and  of  the  temple,  to  which  the  marble 
columns  formerly  belonged.  I noticed  alfo  the 
remains  of  iome  fmall  aqueduCls,  which  conveyed 
water  to  the  town  from  the  diftance  of  above 
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twelve  miles j but  none  of  thefe  antient  relics 
are  fufficiently  remarkable  to  merit  the  trouble 
of  a particular  vifit. 

The  peafants,  in  turning  up  the  ground, 
frequently  find  medals  of  the  Roman  emperors, 
from  Auguftus  to  Conflantine  ; and  are  be- 
come,  by  experience,  able  to  diflinguifh,  with 
fome  degree  of  precifion,  thofe  that  are  rare 
from  the  more  common  coins.  I purchafed  of 
a labourer  two  medals,  which  he  had  juft  found  ; 
a Trajan  and  an  Albinus  ; and  though  the 
former  was  by  far  the  rnofl  perfect,  yet  he 
exacted  three  times  as  much  for  the  latter, 
becaufe  he  had  never  feen  it,  he  faid,  before. 

From  Bafle  I made  an  excurfion  to  Mul- 
haufen, a town  in  alliance  with  the  Swifs 
cantons  ; which,  though  fituated  at  the  difiance 
of  feveral  miles  from  the  frontiers  of  Swit- 
zerland, and  entirely  enclofed  within  the  domi- 
nions of  France,  is  yet  confidered  and  re- 
fpedled  as  a part  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy ; 
and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  that 
body. 

Mulhaufen  (lands  in  Sundgau,  a diftridt  of 
Alface,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Bafle ; in  a 
fertile  plain,  at  the  bottom  of  a ridge  of  hills, 
and  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  Vofges.  The 

walls 
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walls  of  the  town  enclofe  a circumference  of 
not  more  than  two  miles,  and  its  whole  terri- 
tory is  comprifed  within  a precindt  of  eight 
miles. 

This  little  republic  maintained  its  privileges, 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  emperors, 
during  the  times  of  feudal  tyranny,  by  con- 
trading  an  alliance,  at  different  intervals,  with 
Bade,  Strafburgh,  and  the  towns  of  Alface 
and  Suabia  ; and  afterwards,  in  the  middle  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  with  Bern,  Friburgh, 
and  Soleure.  At  length,  in  1515,  it  was 
received  into  the  Helvetic  Confederacy ; which 
league  has  preferved  its  liberty  and  independ- 
ence from  the  encroachments  of  the  empire, 
on  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  from  the 
attacks  of  France.  The  inhabitants  are  of  the 
Reformed  religion.  The  town  contains  about 
eight  hundred  houfes,  and  fix  thoufand  fouls, 
and  there  are  two  thoufand  iubjeds  in  the  vil- 
lages within  its  little  territory.  Mulhaufen 
owes  its  prefent  flourifhing  date  to  its  manufac- 
tures, which  confid  principally  of  printed  linens 
and  cottons. 

The  government  is  arido-democratical.  The 
fupreme  power  refides  in  the  Great  and  Little 
Councils,  confiding  both  together  of  feventy.. 
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eight  perfons,  and  drawn  from  the  burghers, 
whofe  number  amounts  to  feven  hundred,  diftri- 
buted  into  fix  tribes* 

Mr.  Koehlin’s  commercial  fchool  deferves  to 
be  mentioned.  It  is  a private  inflitution  for 
about  thirty  fcholars,  who  are  inilrutted  in  the 
German,  French,  and  Latin  languages;  in 
fencing,  dancing,  and  all  polite  accomplifh- 
ments ; and  more  particularly  in  accounts  and 
book-keeping.  The  expence,  including  an  uni« 
form,  amounts  to  £.  50  per  annum . The  plan 
is  very  judicious,  and  the  whole  appeared  to  be 
well  condu&ed  *. 

* Mulhaufen  is  no  longer  an  ally  of  the  Helvetic 
Body.  In  179B  it  furrendered  to  the  French,  after  a 
blockade  of  two  years,  and  was  incorporated  with  the 
French  republic. 
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Bijhopric  of  Bqfle — P or entru— Abbey  of  Bellelay 
■ — Arlefheim — Belmont— Valley  of  Munjler — 
Pierre  Pertuis ■ — Valley  of  St.  Imier . 

LTHOUGH  great  part  of  the  dominions 


A jL  fubjed  to  the  bifhop  of  Bafle,  or,  as  he 
is  called  by  the  Proteftants,  the  Prince  of 
Porentru,  is  not  comprifed  within  the  limits 
of  Switzerland  ; yet  as,  till  lately,  he  was  in 
alliance  with  the  Catholic  cantons,  and  as  many 
of  his  fubjeds,  even  in  thofe  diftrids  which  lie 
within  the  German  empire,  are  comburghers 
with  Bern,  and  under  the  protedion  of  that 
republic,  his  territory  is  ufually  included  in  all 
the  topographical  accounts  of  Switzerland.  It 
merits  alfo  the  notice  of  the  traveller  for  its 
romantic  fcenes,  of  the  mineralogift  for  the 
variety  of  its  petrifadions  and  foffils,  and  of  the 
politician  for  the  peculiarity  of  its  government, 
and  the  numerous  and  complicated  immunities 
of  the  people. 

Having  made  various  excurhons  into  this 
country,  I fhall  lay  before  you  a general  account 
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of  its  political  date,  and  a particular  defcription 
of  thofe  parts  which  I had  an  opportunity  of  vifit- 
mg. 

The  bifhopric  of  Bade  may  be  claffed  under 
two  general  divifions : the  firft  lies  to  the  fouth 
of  Pierre  Pertuis,  and  forms  a part  of  Switzer- 
land; the  fecond,  to  the  north  of  the  fame 
boundary,  includes  that  diftriCt  fituated  within 

J 7 

the  German  empire. 

The  fovereign  is  chofen  by  the  chapter  of 
eighteen  canons,  refident  at  Arlefheim,  and 
confirmed  by  the  pope.  He  is  prince  of  the 
German  empire,  and  does  homage  to  the  empe- 
ror for  that  part  of  his  territory  which  lies  in 
the  Circle  of  the  Upper  Rhine.  He  was  always 
confidered  as  an  ally  of  the  Swifs,  by  his  union 
with  the  Catholic  cantons,  firft  formed  in  157 9, 
and  renewed  at  different  intervals,  particularly 
in  1671  and  1697;  and  by  being  included  in 
the  treaty  which  thofe  cantons  contracted  with 
France  in  1 7 1 5.  But  as  he  was  not  comprifed 
among  the  allies  of  the  Swifs,  in  the  league 
between  the  thirteen  cantons  and  Louis  the 
Sixteenth,  in  1777,  he  can  at  prefent  fcarcely 
be  deemed  a member  of  the  Helvetic  Confede- 
racy. 

The  firft  particular  alliance  with  France  was 
concluded  in  1739?  between  the  bifhop  and  Louis 
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the  Fifteenth  ; and  was  renewed  in  1780.  By 
virtue  of  this  treaty  the  bifhop  has  troops  in  the 
French  fervice  ; and  his  fubjeds  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  which  are  granted  to  the  natives  of  the 
thirteen  cantons. 

In  cafe  of  a rupture  between  France  and  the 
Empire,  he  is  bound  to  remain  neuter.  But  this 
neutrality  did  not,  in  1675,  prevent  the  French 
troops  from  being  quartered  in  his  dominions,  as 
forming  part  of  the  empire  ; and  they  were  only 
removed  at  the  interceffion  of  the  Catholic  can- 
tons. If  a mifunder  (landing  fhould  arife  between 
France  and  the  Emperor,  the  bifhop’s  fituation 
would  be  extremely  embarraffing  ; as  his  doubt- 
ful connedion  with  the  Swifs  would  fcarcely  pre-* 
ferve  his  territory  from  being  invaded  by  one  of 
thofe  two  powers. 

The  form  of  government  is  limited  fove- 
reignty  : the  bifhop  being  bound,  on  all  import- 
ant occafions,  to  confult  his  chapter ; and  his 
prerogative  being  confined  by  the  great  immu- 
nities enjoyed  by  his  fubjeds  in  general,  and 
particularly  by  thofe  of  the  Reformed  commu- 
nion. He  nominates  to  all  employments,  both 
civil  and  military,  and  appoints  the  bailifs  or 
governors ; criminal  juflice  is  adminiftered  in  his 
name  , and  he  has  the  power  of  pardoning.  In 
civil  proceedings,  he  receives  an  appeal  from  the 

inferior 


Porentru . 


19 1 

inferior  courts ; but  in  his  German  dominions, 
when  the  caufe  exceeds  the  value  of  a ftipulated 
fum,  it  may  be  carried  to  the  chambers  of  Wetz- 
lar  or  Vienna. 

The  fubjects  of  the  bilhop  are  partly  Pro- 
teftants  and  partly  Catholics.  The  Proteftants, 
of  whom  a more  particular  account  will  be 
given,  inhabit  the  greater  part  of  the  valley  of 
Munfter,  and  the  whole  diftrift  to  the  fouth  of 
Pierre  Pertuis,  and  are  about  15,000  ; the 
Catholics  amount  to  35,000. 

The  French  and  German  languages  being 
both  fpoken  in  the  bifhop’s  dominions,  feve- 
ral  places  have  two  names,  that  fcarceiy  re- 
ferable each  other ; namely,  Munfter  and  Mot- 
tier , Dachjield  and  Tavannes , Belmont  and  Delf- 
berg , Corrandelin  and  Rennendorf  Elay  and 
Seehof, 

Porentru,  capital  of  the  bifhop*s  dominions, 
and  his  principal  refidence,  is  fituated  in  the 
bailliage  of  Eifgau,  about  three  miles  from  the 
frontiers  of  France.  It  is  a fmall  but  neat  town  ; 
and  its  pofition,  in  an  oval  plain,  furrounded  by 
well- wooded  hills,  and  watered  by  a ferpentine 
rivulet,  is  exceedingly  pleafant.  The  epifcopal. 
palace,  which  has  been  lately  repaired  and  aug- 
mented, hands  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the 
town,  and  the  environs  fertile  in  corn  and  pas- 
ture. 
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ture.  One  of  the  towers,  built  of  (lone,  and  faid 
to  be  of  Roman  workmanfhip,  (till  remains  a 
monument  of  its  antiquity. 

The  high  ways,  which  lead  from  all  quarters 
to  Porentru,  and  have  been  formed  at  a con- 
fiderable  expence,  do  honour  to  the  fovereigns 
of  this  country.  The  road  to  Bellelay  and 
Bienne  is  a magnificent  caufeway ; is  carried 
upon  hanging  terraces  ; through  sc  twilight 
«6  groves,”  and  along  continued  afcents  and 

O 7 O 

declivities.  I palled  it  by  moonlight ; and  the 
reflection  of  the  rays  quivering  through  the  thick 
foliage  was  inconceivably  beautiful. 

Bellelay,  which  I vifited  in  my  journey  from 
Bienne  to  Porentru,  is  a rich  abbey  of  Benedic- 
tines, about  twenty  miles  from  the  capital,  in  a 
folitary  but  not  unpleafant  fituation,  furrounded 
by  mountains,  and  fheltered  by  forefts.  This 
abbey  is  not  merely  confined  to  religious  pur- 
pofes ; the  late  abbot,  Nicholas  de  Luce,  having 
inflituted  a military  academy  for  the  young  no- 
bility and  gentry.  For  this  purpofe  he  ereCted 
a large  building  near  the  abbey,  and  provided 
fuitable  mailers  and  profelfors.  When  I was 
there,  the  number  of  fcholars  amounted  to  forty* 
They  are  indruCted  in  various  branches  of  polite 
literature  \ they  wear  uniforms  ; and  are  trained 
to  military  manoeuvres  and  exercifes.  The  cheap- 
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tiefs  of  this  fchool,  and  its  diftance  from  the 
diffipation  of  large  towns,  render  it  of  great 
public  utility.  The  whole  expence  of  each 
fchoiar,  for  his  board,  lodging,  inflru&ion, 
and  various  leffons,  fcarcely  exceeds  £*  20  per 
annum.  It  is  curious  to  find  a military  aca« 
demy  eftablifhed  in  the  midft  of  rocks  and 
forefts,  and  within  the  walls  of  a convent ; 
and  to  obferve  Benedifline  friars,  inftead  of 
wafting  their  time  in  monkifh  ignorance,  ren- 
dering themfelves  beneficial  to  fociety. 

The  chapter,  compofed  of  eighteen  canons, 
who,  upon  a vacancy  in  the  fee,  poiTefs  the  right 
of  electing  the  bifhop,  was  fixed  at  Friburgh  in 
Brifgau  from  the  period  of  the  reformation,  which 
drove  them  from  Bade,  to  1677,  when  Friburgh 
was  occupied  by  the  French  troops.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  chapter  was  transferred  to  Arlef- 
beim,  where  it  now  refides.  The  vacant  ca» 
nonries  are  filled  alternately  by  the  pope  and 
chapter. 

On  the  14th  of  Auguft  1786,  I made,  in 
company  with  feveral  friends,  an  excurfion  to 
Arlefheim,  which  is  a final!  but  pleafant 
place,  aimed  four  miles  from  Bade.  We 
had  the  honour  of  dining  with  the  Baron  de 
Ligertz, , one  of  the  canons.  After  a repad , 
Von,  I.  O no 
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no  lefs  elegant  than  agreeable,  our  hoft  politely 
accompanied  us  to  a garden  ftyled  The  Her- 
mitage, about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  Arlef- 
heim  ; which  was  laid  out  at  the  joint  expence 
of  the  baron  and  of  Madame  d’Andlau,  the 
bailif’s  lady,  with  a view  to  employ  the  poor  in 
a time  of  great  fcarcity,  and  to  provide  walks  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ; the  grounds  are 
very  extend ve  and  pleafant.  dire  walks  are 
carried  along  the  (ides  of  the  rocks,  which  are 
richly  wooded,  and  through  a delightful  femi- 
circular  plain,  bounded  by  fertile  hills,  and  wa- 
tered by  a fmall  lake,  the  borders  of  which  are 
peculiarly  wild  and  pi&urefque.  Several  caverns, 
hollowed  and  arched  by  the  hand' of  nature,  add 
to  the  romantic  Angularity  of  the  fceneryj  while 
many  tranfparent  ftreams,  conveyed  from  a con- 
fiderable  diftance,  fall  in  fmall  cafcades,  or  bubble 
from  the  ground  like  real  fprings.  A fadidious 
obferver  might  perhaps  remark  of  this  enchant- 
ing fpot,  that  in  a few  circumftances  nature  has 
been  too  much  facrificed  to  art ; and  that  there 
are  fome  buildings  lefs  calculated  to  pleafe  than 

to  furprife. 

An  elegant  infcription  for  this  charming  her- 
mitage was  extemporarily  compofed  by  profeffor 

Oberlin  of  Strafburgh,.  one  of  our  party. 
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HOSPES’AMICE* 

HASCE-DELICIAS- 
NATURiE-DEBES* 
DEBES-INDUSTRLE- 
BALBINJS-AB-ANDLAV* 
HENRICI-A-LIGERTZ. 

I fhall  ciofe  this  letter  with  an  account  of  my 
journey  from  Bade  to  Bienne,  through  the  vallies 
of  Lauffen,  Delmont,  Munfter,  and  St.  Imier,  a 
tradt  of  country  in  the  bifhopric  of  Bade,  which 
is  not  inferior  in  beauty  to  the  molt  delightful 
parts  of  Switzerland. 

We  quitted  Bade  early  in  the  morning.,  and 
palTed  through  a fertile  plain  watered  by  the 
Birs,  and  bounded  by  two  chains  of  the  Jura  $ 
one  whereof  terminates  abruptly,  fupporting  on 
its  fummit  the  caftle  of  Wertenburgh.  As  we 
continued  our  route,  the  plain  gradually  nar- 
rowed, the  mountains  approached  each  others 
and  we  entered  the  rich  valley  of  Lauffen,  en- 
clofed  between  the  rocks,  fprinkled  with  groves 
of  oak  and  beech,  and  exhibiting  many  romantic 
points  of  view.  Lauffen,  which  gives  name  to 
the  valley,  has  its  own  magiftrates,  and  Infe« 
nor  courts  of  juftice*  The  natives  are  induff 
trious : thofe  who  are  not  employed  in  agricuff 
tore  gain  a comfortable  livelihood  from  making 
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cloth,  fpinning  yarn,  and  knitting  worded  dock- 
ings. The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  talk  Ger- 
man, and  thofe  of  Sautier,  a fmall  neighbouring 
village,  French  ; which  language  is  fpoken 
through  the  vallies  of  Delmont,  Munfter,  and 
St.  Imier. 

About  three  leagues  from  Lauffen  we  came  to 
a narrow  pafs,  entered  the  valley  of  Delmont, 
near  Sautier  ; quitted  the  high  road,  and  gently 
afcended  to  Delmont,  which  (lands  pleafantly 
on  an  acclivity,  backed  by  a ridge  of  rocks 
embrowned  with  firs. 

In  this  fmall  town  refide  the  proved  and 
canons,  who  compofe  the  chapter  formerly 
eflablifhed  at  Munfter  ; which  was  removed  here, 
in  1630,  on  the  introduction  of  the  Reformed 
religion  into  the  valley  of  Munfter.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  town  is  the  epifcopal  palace,, 
built,  in  1718,  by  Conrad  baron  of  Reinach, 
and  bifhop  of  Bade : it  commands  a fine  view 
of  the  adjacent  country.  The  bailif,  who  holds 
his  court  in  this  town,  has  jurifdidion  over  the 
vallies  of  Delmont  and  Munfter.  In  criminal 
proceedings  he  arrefts  and  examines,  and  can 
infiid  fmall  penalties  for  trifling  mifdemeanors ; 
but  in  all  cafes  of  notoriety,  the  delinquent  is 
either  tried  at  Porentru,  or  the  bailiPs  fentence 
muff  be  confirmed  or  amended  in  that  fupreme 
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tribunal.  Civil  caufes  are  fir  ft  adjudged  in  the 
provincial  courts  ; from  whole  decifton  an 
appeal  lies  to  the  epifcopal  tribunal  at  Porentru, 
and  from  thence  to  the  imperial  chambers  of 
Wetzlar  or  Vienna.  Delmont  contains  eight 
hundred  inhabitants,  who  are  all  Catholics : 
they  have  their  own  magiftrates  and  inferior 
-tribunals. 

About  a mile  from  Delmont  I flopped  at  Cor- 
randelin,  a fmall  village  in  the  Catholic  diftrift 
of  the  valley  of  Munfter,  in  order  to  examine  an 
iron  foundery  belonging  to  the  bifhop.  The  ore 
is  drawn  from  the  valley  of  Delmont,  near  the 
villages  of  Corou,  Wick,  Recolens,  and  Sepres ; 
It  is  taken  from  the  ground  in  fmall  pieces^ 
feldom  larger  than  a pea.  The  director  in- 
formed  me,  that  it  is  ufually  found  in  that 
ftate,  and  very  rarely  in  maffes.  The  largeft 
mafs  he  ever  remembered  to  have  feen  was 
ten  feet  long,  two  thick,  and  two  broad.  He 
added,  that  the  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood 
abound  with  ore,  which  would  yield  confiderabie 
quantities  of  iron,  if  fufficient  charcoal  could  be 
procured  for  the  furnaces.  As  he  was  but 
lately  appointed  director,  he  could  not  give 
any  accurate  intelligence  concerning  the  an« 
nual  quantity  of  iron  fmelted  in  this  foundery ; 
but  informed  me,  in  general,  that  the  different 
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ores  yielded  altogether  two  thirds  of  pure  mine- 
ral* the  quality  whereof  was  extremely  fine,  and 
fcarcely  inferior  to  the  bed  fort  exported  from 
Sweden. 

Corrandelin,  together  with  the  villages  of 
Chatillon,  Roffemaifon,  Vellerat,  Courchappois, 
Corbaon,  Mervellier,  and  Elay,  though  con- 
nected, in  regard  to  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  with 
the  valley  of  Delmont,  form  that  part  of  the 
valley  of  Munfter,  which  is  called  the  Catholic , 
or  Lower  DiftriCl.  It  is  denominated  the 
Catholic  Diftricl,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  are 
exclufively  of  the  Romilh  church;  and  Lower 
Diftridl,  becaufe  it  is  fituated  unter  den  felfen , 
or  below  the  ridge  of  rocks  which  feparate  it 
from  the  Upper , or  Proteftant  DiftriCL  Before 
I proceed  further,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  defcribe 
the  general  divifions  of  this  valley,  and  the 
civil  and  religious  immunities  of  the  natives, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  comprehend  its 
complicated  topography  and  curious  political 
date,  by  which,  though  fubjeCfc  to  the  bifliop  of 
Bafie,  it  is  under  the  protection  of  the  canton 
of  Bern. 

The  valley  of  Munfter,  or  Moitier,  extends 
from  the  valley  of  Delmont  to  Pierre  Pertuis ; 
and  is  included  in  that  part  of  the  bifhop's 
dominions  which  lie  within  the  German  empire. 

But* 
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But,  as  the  inhabitants  have,  for  above 
three  hundred  years,  been  under  the  pro- 
tection  of  Bern,  the  valley  is  confidered  by 
many  authors  as  forming  part  of  Switzerland* 
It  is  divided  into  two  principal  diftri&s ; the 
Catholic  or  Lower  DiftriCl,  which  lies  at  the 
extremity  of  the  valley  of  Delmont,  and  com- 
prifes  the  eight  villages  above  mentioned  ; the 
F rot  eft  ant  or  Upper  DiftriCl,  which  ftretches 
from  the  chain  of  rocks  near  Corrandelin,  to 
Pierre  Pertuis,  its  fouthern  boundary ; and 
containing,  i.  The  Greater  Valley,  or  Valley  of 
Tavannes  5 and  2.  The  Leffer  Valley,  which  is 
fubdivided  into  Grand- Val,  or  the  Great  V al- 
ley, and  the  Little  Valley,  or  the  Valley  of 
Sornetan. 

The  inhabitants  of  both  diftri&s  are  com- 
burghers  with  the  canton  oi  Bern.  Ihe  firft 
treaty  of  comburgherlhip  was  contracted  in 
1484.  In  that  year,  Bern  and  the  bifhop  of 
Bade  refpeCtively  fupporting  two  candidates  for 
the  provoftfhip  of  Munfter ; the  former  took 
poftefiion  of  the  whole  valley,  and  exa&ed 
homage  from  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  diiputes 
being  compromifed  at  the  treaty  of  Corran- 
delin, Bern  reftored  the  valley  to  the  bifliop 
on  the  following  conditions : that  the  inhabit- 
ants fhould  be  maintained  in  all  their  privileges ; 
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continue  as  comburghers  with  Bern,  under  the 
protection  of  that  republic ; remain  neuter 
in  cafe  of  a war  between  Bern  and  the 
bifbop  ; and  follow  the  ftandard  of  Bern* 
when  engaged  in  hoflilities  againfl  any  other 
power.  This  treaty  of  comburgherfhip,  renewed 
at  different  intervals,  has  excited  frequent  dif~ 
putes  between  Bern  and  the  bifhop,  and  parti- 
cularly in  1705  and  17 1 1 occasioned  an  open 
rupture.  Thefe  difputes  were  finally  adjufted 
at  the  pacification  of  Arau ; when  the  bifhop 
ratified  the  treaty  of  comburgherfhip,  confirmed 
all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  inhabitants^ 
and  confented  to  the  mediation  and  interference 
of  Bern. 

The  affairs  of  religion  excited  for  fome  time 
no  Ids  contefl:  between  the  bifhop  and  Bern3 
than  the  treaty  of  comburgherfhip.  The  reform- 
ation being  adopted,  in  1531,  by  a confiderable 
number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  valley  of  Mini- 
iler,  civil  commotions  enfued ; Bern  interfered 
in  behalf  of  the  Protefiants,  and  the  bifhop  pro- 
tected the  ancient  church  eftablifhment.  It  was 
at  length  amicably  fettled  between  both  parties  ; 
that  the  majority  of  each  parifh  fhould  freely 
decide,  whether  the  inhabitants  fhould  profefs 
the  Roman  catholic  or  the  Reformed  religion ; 
and  that  the  chapter  of  Munfter  fhould  continue 
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to  receive  the  tythes,  on  condition  of  difcharging 
the  falaries  of  the  Proteftant  minifters.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  rational  compromife,  the  eight 
villages,  which  now  form  the  Lower  Diftrift, 
voted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion ; and  the  parities  of  the  upper  diftrift  for 
the  Reformed  church*  Accordingly  the  two 
perfuafions  were  refpeftively  eftablifhed  in  thefe 
two  dift  rifts ; the  chapter  retained  its  eftates  and 
tythes,  and  quitting  Munfter,  where  the  new 
doftrines  were  admitted,  retired  fir  ft  to  Soleure, 
and  afterwards  fettled  at  Delmont : but,  as 
feveral  Proteftants  and  Catholics  continued  pro- 
mifcuoufly  to  inhabit  the  two  diflrifts,  difturb- 
ances  were  occafionaily  renewed.  Nor  were 
the  religious  differences  entirely  compofed  till  the 
peace  of  Arau  ; which  enjoined,  that  all  the 
members  of  the  two  perfuafions  fhould  be 
finally  feparated ; that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Upper  diftrift,  who  then  profefled  or  fhould 
hereafter  profefs  the  Catholic  religion,  fhould 
retire  to  Elay ; and  that,  in  the  fame  manner, 
the  Proteftants  in  the  Lower  diftrift  fhould 
remove  to  the  Upper  diftrift.  Since  this  period, 
the  mo  ft  perfect  harmony  has  fubfifted  between 
them. 

By  virtue  of  the  alliance  with  Bern,  that 
republic  annually  deputes  one  of  its  magiftrates 
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and  an  ecclefiaftic  to  this  valley.  The  magiftrate 
inquires  if  the  civil  and  religious  immunities 
have  been  preferved  inviolate ; the  ecclefiaftic* 
who  is  called  infpedtor  of  the  churches  in  the 
valley*  of  Munfter,  examines  into  the  ftate  of 
church  difcipline,  and  diftributes  among  the  - 
inhabitants  of  the  Upper  diftrift  catechifms  and 
pfalters.  Bern  alfo  approves  the  nomination  of 
the  mini  hers  to  the  vacant  benefices,  fome  of 
whom  are  appointed  and  paid  by  the  bifhop* 
others  by  the  chapters  of  Delmont  and  Belle- 
lay  \ as  the  biihop  or  chapters  poffefs  the  tythes 
in  the  refpe&ive  parifhes. 

Soon  after  quitting  Corrandelin,  I entered 
the  Protejiant  diftrkf,  through  a pafs  between 
two  rocks,  which  nearly  approach  each  other* 
and  juft  leave  an  opening  fufficient  for  the  river 
Birs  and  the  road,  and  continued  along  a 
narrow  glen,  about  four  miles  in  length.  The 
road  winds  above  the  impetuous  Birs,  and  at 
the  bottom  of  rocks  of  white  limeftone,  of 
inacceffible  height,  and  though  in  moft  places 
abfolutely  perpendicular,  yet  agreeably  feathered 
with  trees,  particularly  towards  their  fummits, 
which  over-hang,  and  fcarcely  admit  the  light 
of  the  fun.  In  the  midfl  of  this  glen  is  La 
Roche,  the  firfl  Proteftant  village  in  the  valley 
of  Munfter  ; the  honfes  ftand  on  both  hides 
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of  the  Birs,  where  the  rocks  recede  a little,  and 
prefent  a gentle  Hope. 

On  ifluing  from  this  glen,  we  entered  a 
fertile  plain  encircled  by  hills,  in  the  midft  of 
which  is  fituated  the  village  of  Munfter  or 
Moitier : it  takes  that  appellation  from  the 
chapter  of  canons,  who,  upon  the  reformation, 
quitted  this  place  of  their  refidence,  and  fettled 
at  Delmont. 

About  half  a mile  from  Munfter  we  came 
into  another  glen,  near  three  miles  in  length  : 
it  is  called  Chaluet , of  a fimilar  nature  with  that 
which  we  traverfed  between  Corrandelin  and 
the  plain  of  Munfter,  but  ftill  wilder  and  more 
craggy,  deeper  and  more  obfcure.  It  is  alfo 
divided  by  the  Birs,  which  rufhes  through  it 
with  great  impetuoftty ; and  is  fo  narrowq  that 
the  road  occupies  the  whole  fpace  between 
the  torrent  and  the  mountain,  and  the  wheels 
of  our  carriage  frequently  on  one  fide  brufhed 
the  rock,  and  on  the  other  ran  clofe  to  the 
precipice  which  overhangs  the  river.  This 
eaufeway,  over  broken  crags  and  fteep  preci- 
pices, does  honour  to  the  prince  who  carried  it 
into  execution.  An  infcription,  which  I ob- 
ferved  near  a bridge  in  the  midft  of  this  obfcure 
glen,  may  perhaps  feem  exaggerated  to  a per- 
son unacquainted  with  the  natural  impediments 
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of  the  country ; but  to  me  on  the  fpot  appeared 
ftri&Iy  confonant  to  truth  : 

Jofephus  Gulielmus 
Ex  Rinchnis  de  Baldenftein 
Bafilienjium  Epifcopus  Princeps 
Viam  Veteribus  Inclufam 
Rupibus  et  Glauftrh  Montium  Ruptis 
Birfd  Pontibus  Strata 
Op  ere  Romanis  Digno 

Anno.  IX  M.DCC.LH. 

♦ » 

Although  in  various  parts  of  Switzerland  1 
had  frequently  obferved  the  juftnefs  of  the 
remark,  that  in  all  deep  vallies  which  interfedt 
the  mountains,  the  falient  angles  on  one  fide 
alternately  correfpond  with  the  cavities  on 
the  other ; and  that  parallel  ftrata  of  rock 
anfwer  to  each  other,  in  all  diredtions  and  at  all 
heights  ; yet  I never  faw  this  fadl  more  ftrongly 
exemplified  than  in  the  two  ridges  of  lime-ftone 
bordering  this  glen.  They  are  of  a ft  u pen- 
dous  height ; and  the  ftrata  horizontal,  inclined, 
or  almoft  perpendicular  on  one  fide,  are  exactly 
iimilar  and  of  the  fame  thicknefs  on  the  other  ; 
a cireumftance  which,  joined  to  the  corre- 
fponding  fituation  of  the  angles,  feems  to 
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prove,  that  they  were  formerly  united,  and 
either  rent  afunder  by  a hidden  convulfion, 
or  feparated  by  the  gradual  attrition  of  the 
waters. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Chaluet  we  entered 
another  plain,  well  cultivated,  and  agreeably 
fpotted  with  villages  ; and  arrived  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  evening  at  Molleray,  where  we 
paffed  the  night.  The  people  appear  happy  and 
contented,  and  are  extremely  induftrious.  The 
greater  part  are  employed  m agriculture  £ a 
few,  encouraged  by  their  neighbours  of  Locle 
and  Chaux  de  Fond,  have  lately  introduced 
feveral  trades  into  thefe  mountains,  and  Belleval, 
a fmali  neighbouring  village,  already  contains 
five  watchmakers. 

From  Molleray  we  continued  along  a fertile 
plain  by  the  fide  of  the  Birs ; through  feveral 
pleafant  and  well  looking  villages,  of  which 
Tavannes,  in  German  Dachfeld , is  the  largefh 
In  about  two  miles  we  arrived  at  the  extremity 
of  the  plain,  which  is  clofed  by  a rock,  through 
which  opens  the  celebrated  pafs  called  Pierre 
Pertuis . At  the  bottom  of  this  rock,  the  Birs 
burfts  from  the  ground  in  feveral  copious  fprings, 
and  turns  two  mills  within  a few  paces  of  its 
principal  fource. 
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Pierre  Pertuis  is  a large  arched  aperture 
through  a folid  rock,  about  thirty  feet  longj, 
forty-five  broad,  and  thirty  high  in  the  loweft 
part,  which  fome  aver  to  have  been  formed  by 
nature,  others  by  art.  A Roman  infcription 
over  the  arch,  extremely  defaced,  has  given  fuff 
ficient  employment  to  the  ingenuity  of  antiqua- 
ries. Having  feen  feveral  fac-fi miles,  greatly 
differing  from  each  other,  I copied  it  as  exactly 
as  the  height  would  permit. 

© 

WMIMI  AVGS. 
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CTA  PER  i 
O l VM  PATER. 

1VI  con  HELV. 

Of  this  infcription  many  folutions  have  been 
attempted ; but  the  moll  probable  are  the  two 
following  : 

Numini  Augujlorum  via  fad  a per  Titum  dun - 
niuni  Paternum  n virum  Colon  Helvet. — Others 
read,  per  montem  durvum  Pat  emus. 

Both  thefe  folutions  imply,  that  a road  was 
formed  through  the  mountains  by  Paternus,  a 
duumvir,  during  the  reigns  of  Marcus  Aurelius 

and 
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and  Verus.  From  the  latter  explanation,  per 
montem  durvwn , fome  antiquarians  have  endea 
voured  to  prove,  that  he  cut  tnrough  the  rock  ; 
and  confequently,  that  the  arch  is  the  work  of 
art,  not  of  nature  : while  others  maintain,  that 
It  by  no  means  follows,  even  from  this  leading, 
that  the  rock  was  pierced  by  order  of  Paternus  • 
but  merely  that  the  road  was  carried  through 
the  rock*.  On  examining  the  infcription  with 
attention,  the  words  which  antiquarians  have 
fupplied,  to  fupport  their  particular  fyftems* 
are  extremely  doubtful  ? and  to  me,  who 
obferved  the  arch  without  partiality  to  any 
hypothecs,  it  appeared  to  have  Been  oiigin- 
ally  a great  cavern,  either  totally  formed  by 
nature,  or,  if  alliiled  by  art,  that  only  a fmall 
part  of  its  fouthern  extremity  was  opened  by 
the  labour  of  man. 

The  fouthern  extremity  of  Pierre  Pertuis  leads 
Into  the  valley  of  St*  Inner,  fometimes  Ccilhct, 
pnguel,  which  comprifes  the  bi(hop?s  dominions 
lying  in  Switzerland.  The  inhabitants  are  Fro*- 
tenants,  and  governed  by  a bailif  appointed  by 
the  bifhop.  Pie  refides  at  Courtelari  \ but  his 
authority  is  exceedingly  limited  by  the  various 

* The  reader,  who  withes  to  examine  this  fiihjcct  with 
attention,  is  referred  to  SchseiHin’s  Aljatla  Ilhiftratci,  and 
to  a dhfertation  on  the  fubjed  publiihed  by  Buxtorf. 
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privileges,  both  civil  and  religious,  pofTeffed  by 
the  natives.  Their  religious  immunities,  con- 
firmed by  the  bifhop,  are  guaranteed  by  the  four 
Reformed  cantons.  The  whole  diftrift  lies 
within  the  Jura  mountains;  and  is  fertile  in 
paflure  ; the  inhabitants  are  induftrious. 

On  arriving  at  the  extremity  of  mount  Jura, 
a fudden  profpefl  burfl  upon  our  view,  com- 
manding  the  undulating  country  fertilized  by 
the  Aar,  backed  by  that  majeftic  chain  of  Alps 
which  extends  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Savoy. 
Defcending  gently  into  the  plain  with  this  glo- 
rious profpedt  before  us,  and  which  was  height- 
ened by  the  luminous  fplendour  of  the  mid-day 
fun,  we  eroded  the  Sure,  and  hnifhed  our 
delightful  expedition  at  Bienne. 

From  Pierre  Pertuis  to  Bienne,  a fuperb 
caufeway  is  carried  along  a continual  defeent 
for  fix  miles  ; it  winds  through  thick  forefts, 
and  overhangs  the  deep  abyfs,  in  which  the 
Sure,  a turbid  and  impetuous  torrent,  precipi- 
tates its  courfe,  always  roaring,  and  frequently 
unfeen,  in  its  rocky  channel 

* The  whole  bilhopric  of  Bade  is  now  annexed  t© 
France.  In  1792  their  troops  overran  the  country  of 
Porentru,  or  the  German  part,  under  the  pretence  of 
delivering  the  natives  from  flavery,  and  took  poileffion 
of  the  famous  pafs  of  Pierre  Pertuis.  This  diftrid  was 
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The  Town  of  Bienne • 

T HE  fmall  territory  of  Bienne,  containing 
fcarcely  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  lies  be- 
tween the  lake  and  a chain  of  the  jura  mountains; 
it  is  furrounded  by  the  cantons  of  Bern  and 

Soleure, 


ceded  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  and  is 
formed  into  the  department  of  Mont  Terrible. 

In  December  1798  the  Helvetic  part  of  the  territory 
was  entered  by  the  French  general  St.  Cyr ; he  took 
poffeffion  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  republic,  declaring 
that  France  fucceeded  to  the  property,  dominions,  rights, 
and  prerogatives  of  the  bifhop. 

This  diftrict  was  alfo  annexed  to  the  department  of 
Mont  Terrible  ^ and  the  proclamation  of  Mengaud  to 
the  unoffending  natives,  which  fubjeded  their  country  to 
the  dominion  of  France,  is  a combination  of  arrogance, 
infult,  and  mockery. 

“ Peace  and  fafety  to  all  his  friends ! Mengauds 
Commiffary  of  the  Executive  Directory,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  all  the  countries  not  yet  occupied  by  the  French 
republic,  dependencies  upon  the  old  bifhopric  of  Bade, 
on  the  left,  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
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Soleure,  the  bifhopric  of  Bafle,  and  the  princi- 
pality of  Neuchatel.  The  town  is  fituated  at 


the 


u Citizens ! 

**  The  re-union  of  apart  of  the  old  principality  of  Por- 
rentruy,  equally  decided  the  incorporation  01  youi  coun- 
try with-  the  French  republic. 

**  This  proceeding  of  France  is  that  of  a free  people^ 
fubflituted  to  the  rights  of  a government  againff  Nature, 
which  overwhelms  you.  And  became  the  exercife  01 
thofe  rights,  become  ours,  did  not  fooner  take  place,  by 
purging  them  of  all  that  is  incompatible  with  the  dignity 
of  man,  it  does  not  follow,  that  we  have  forgotten 
that  yrou  are  ftill  in  chains.  "We  come  to  breahthem. 

“ Happier  than  your  fathers,  whole  blood  flowed  in 
the  wars  which  iounded  tne  different  Ipecies  of  govern- 
ment in  Switzerland,  and  which  have  only  bequeathea 
you  a burthenfome  and  degrading  exigence,  you  are  at 
length  going  to  enjoy  the  bledings  of  Providence,  who 
only  created  men  to  make  them  members  of  one  and  the 
lame  family. 

“ You  knew  nothing  but  tithes,  corvees,  &c.  ; yrou  had 
only  priefts,  nobles,  and  privileged  perfons  : your  com- 
merce, your  induftry,  your  arts,  in  fhort  your  very 
fubfiftence,  all  bore  the  ftamp  of  the  facerdotal  defpotifm 
fo  dexteroufly  combined  with  a no  lefs  odious  tyranny. 
Now  you  are  men:  liberty  and  equality  will  no1  longer 
permit  among  you  any  other  diftinction  than  that  of 
merit,  talents,  and  virtue.  Called  all  indifcriminately 

to  the  helm  of  the  fociety,  in  the  fupport  and  fafety  of 
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the  foot  of  the  Jura,  and  at  a little  diftance 
from  the  lake  ; which  is  here  about  nine  miles 
in  length,  and  four  in  breadth  : the  borders  are 
pieafmg  and  pi&urefque  , and  the  town  of 
Nidau  forms  a very  beautiful  object  upon  its 
eaflern  fide. 


which  you  are  all  equally  interehed,  your  fubfiftence 
will  in  future  be  fecure,  the  granaries  of  the  French 
republic  being  the  property  of  all  its  children.  Your 
trade,  encouraged  within,  protected  without,  will  no 

longer  be  fhackled.  Induftry,  the  arts,  agriculture,  will 

\ 

receive  encouragements  to  be  expected  only  from  a nation 
yi&orious,  free,  powerful,  and  generous,  enlightened  on 
the  nature  of  rights,  and  on  the  manner  of  exercifmg 
them. 

\ t(  Learn  to  appreciate  thefe  advantages,  and  merit 
them  by  turning  a deaf  ear  to  the  interefted  and  trea- 
cherous infmuations  of  the  evihminded  and  fools,  who 
endeavour  to  depreciate  them,  and  to  miflead  you. 

“ We  come  among  you  as  friends.  We  are  your 
brothers.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  any  ill  treatment.  Per- 
fons  and  property  fhall  be  prote&ed,  as  much  as  the 
enemies  of  liberty  fhall  be  opprelfed.  The  molt  exa£t 
and  ftridt  difciphne  fhall  be  obferved  by  the  warriors, 
who  never  had,  nor  ever  will  have,  any  other  enemies 
than  thofe  of  liberty.  Such  are  the  orders  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory. 

u Mengaud, 

u Commiflioner  of  the  Executive  Dii'e^ory.’* 
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The  bifhop  of  Bade  Is  the  fovereign  of  this 
little  hate  : his  power,  formerly  considerable,  is 
at  prefent  exceedingly  limited.  Indeed  the  con- 
futation of  Bienne  is  of  fo  very  peculiar  a nature, 
that  I know  not  well  by  what  name  it  can  be 
diftinguifhed  : it  cannot  properly  be  called  either 
a limited  monarchy,  or  an  independent  republic; 
but  feems  rather  to  be  a mixed  government, 
partaking  fomewhat  of  both. 

The  bifhop  of  Bade  receives,  upon  his  pro- 
motion to  the  fee,  the  homage  of  the  citizens 
and  militia  of  this  town,  with  all  the  apparent 
ceremonials  of  the  mod:  abfolute  fubmiffion  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  confirms,  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  all  their  privileges  and  franchnes.  He 
is  reprefented  by  a mayor  of  his  own  appoint- 
ing, whofe  power  and  office  confifl  in  convoking, 
and  prefiding  in,  the  Little  Council,  as  the 
chief  court  of  juftice ; in  colle&ing  the  fuf- 
frages,  and  declaring  the  fentence  ; but  without 
triving  any  vote  himfelf.  And,  although  juflicc 
is  carried  on,  and  executed,  in  the  name  of  the 
bifhop,  yet  neither  that  prince  nor  the  mayor 
has  the  prerogative  of  pardoning  criminals,  or  of 
mitigating  the  fentence.  All  caufes,  civil  as  well 
as  criminal,  are  brought  before  this  council  in 

the  firft  inftance  j and,  in  more  important  pro- 
ceedings. 
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ceedings,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil: in  both  cafes,  each  party  choofes  a member 
of  the  council  to  a£t  as  his  advocate  ; which  office 
he  is  obliged  to  difcharge  without  fee  or  recoin- 
pence. 

The  fovereign’s  revenue  amounts  only  to  about 
£.  300  a-year  ; but,  mean  as  his  civil  lift  is,  it  is 
ftill  more  confiderable  than  his  power  ; for  he 
does  not  poffiefs  the  lead  (hare  of  the  ad  mini  b 
tration.  The  legiflative  authority  refides  in  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils  combined : the  for- 
mer confifts  of  forty  members,  and  the  latter,  in 
which  the  executive  power  is  veiled,  is  compofed 
of  twenty-four  ; the  members  of  each  muft  be 
married  men.  Both  thefe  councils  eledf  their 
refpeclive  members ; and  fo  far  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  entirely  ariftocratical.  The  burgo- 
mailer,  or  chief  of  the  regency,  is  chofen  by 
the  two  councils,  and  prefides  at  their  meet- 
ings ; he  continues  in  office  during  life ; but 
he,  as  well  as  the  feveral  magiftrates,  muft  be 
confirmed  annually  by  the  two  councils*  The 
falaries  annexed  to  thefe  polls  are  exceedingly 
moderate,  and  indeed  the  general  expences  of 
government  are  fo  very  final!,  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  them,  its  revenues  may  well  be  confidered 
as  abundantly  ample. 
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It  appears,  therefore,  that  this  Proteftant 
republic,  notwithflanding  the  fovereignty  of  its 
Catholic  bifhop,  enjoys  in  the  fulled  extent  the 
power  of  impofmg  taxes,  contracting  alliances, 
declaring  war  and  peace ; and,  in  fhort,  of  exer- 
cifing  every  other  act  of  abfolute  and  independ- 
ent legiflation.  This  fmgular  conftitution  is  gua- 
ranteed by  Bern,  Friburgh,  and  Soleure,  with 
whom  the  town  is  clofely  allied  ; in  confequence 
of  which,  it  becomes  a member  of  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy.  This  alliance  between  thofe 
cantons  and  the  town  of  Bienne,  is  of  a fuperior 
nature  to  that  of  the  fame  cantons  with  the 
bifhop  of  Bade : for  the  town  enjoys  the  right 
of  fending  deputies  to  every  general  diet,  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary ; whereas  the  bifhop  does 
not  poflefs  the  fame  privilege. 

The  language  of  the  country  is  a provincial 
German  ; bur,  as  the  territory  borders  upon 
the  principality  of  Neuchatel,  the  inhabitants 
fpeak  alfo  a corrupted’  French.  They  are  a 
very  aCtive  and  induflrious  people  ; feveral 
manufactures  are  eft abli fired  in  the  town,  which, 
confidering  its  fize,  carries  on  a tolerable  trade. 

I have  often  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the 
middling  clafs  of  people  in  Switzerland  are  far  more 
intelligent  than  thofe  of  the  fame  rank  in  any 
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other  country.  Accordingly,  1 invited  lad 
night  my  landlord  of  the  Crown  inn  to  fup 
with  me  *,  and  found  him  by  no  means  difpofed 
to  be  a blent  gued.  He  gave  me  a long  account 
of  the  late  ceremony,  when  the  citizens  did 
homage  to  their  new  biffiop.  I was  pleafed  to 
hear  him  expatiate,  with  all  the  enthufiafm  of 
national  pride,  upon  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of 
the  fcene  ; the  magnificence  of  the  proceffion ; 
the  number  of  fpeftators,  as  well  {Hangers  as 
natives,  who  were  affembled  ; together  with  the 
entertainments  and  balls  that  were  given  upon 
that  occafion.  By  the  lofty  terms  in  which  he 
fpoke  of  this  proceffion,  you  would  have  ima» 
gined,  at  lead,  that  he  had  been  deferring 
the  coronation  of  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
or  the  king  of  France ; and,  in  truth,  to  an 
inhabitant  of  Bienne,  whofe  government  is 
adminibered  without  the  lead  degree  of  exter- 
nal pomp,  and  where  luxury  has  as  yet  made 
but  little  progrefs,  the  ceremony  mud  have 
appeared  a very  bribing  fpectacle.  My  hod's 
narrative  recalled  to  my  remembrance  the 
accounts  of  thofe  ancient  feudal  fovereign- 
ties  ; when  the  great  vaffals  of  the  crown 
did  homage  to  their  liege  lord  ; and,  while  in 
terms  they  promifed  him  unlimited  obedience, 
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maintained,  in  fad,  every  effential  of  independ- 
ence. 

I have  juft  been  amufmg  myfelf  in  fome  plea- 
fant  walks,  that  lie  by  the  fide  of  the  lake, 
which  is  here  prettily  fkirted  with  country 
houfes.  In  my  way  I paffed  over  a plain  between 
the  town  and  the  lake,  which  the  Sovereign 
Council,  by  a kind  of  agrarian  law  that  does 
honour  to  the  legiflature,  lately  allotted,  in 
diftinCl  portions,  to  each  burgher,  for  his 
own  particular  ufe  ; and  it  is  entirely  laid  out  in 
little  kitchen-gardens.  The  general  govern- 
ment, indeed,  of  this  miniature  ftate,  is  well 
adminiftered.  It  has  lately  adopted  the  liberal 
policy  of  conferring  the  burgherfhip  at  an  eafy 
rate:  a wife  regulation,  which  cannot  fail  of 
increafmg  the  population  of  the  town,  and 
extending  its  commerce. 

I know  your  fentiments  much  too  well,  my 
dear  fir,  to  apologize  for  calling  your  attention 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  as  in  fome  others,  to 
thefe  diminutive  commonwealths.  The  various 
modifications  of  government,  into  which  civil 
fociety  is  divided,  is  a fpeculation  that  will 
always  afford  matter  both  of  entertainment  and 
reflection,  to  a philofophic  mind  ; and  I am 
perfuaded,  that  you  confider  the  meaneft  fpot 
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of  this  globe  confecrated  by  liberty,  to  be  an 
objed  worthy,  not  only  of  your  curiofity,  but 
your  veneration  *. 

I am,  &c. 


* Bienne,  which  forms  an  important  pafs  into  the 
Swils  territories,  was  occupied  by  the  French  on  the  8th 
of  February  1798,  and  annexed  to  France  as  fubjecfl  to 
the  bifhop  of  Bade,  whole  rights  they  affumed  in  con- 
fequence  of  having  feized  his  territories.  It  is  difficult 
to  decide  whether  the  French  accounts  of  the  feizure  of 
this’ little  republic  are  more  burlefque  or  infulting  : 

« 20  Pluviofe. — The  day  before  yefterday,  at  half  pad 
four  in  the  afternoon,  the  French  republicans  under  the 
command  of  General  Nouvion  arrived  at  the  gates  of 
Bienne,  and  were  met  by  the  two  councils,  who  poured 
forth  their  vows  for  the  re-union  to  the  great  nation. 
After  a fhort  interview,  the  Republicans  entered  the 
town,  drums  beating  and  colours  flying  ; and  on  their 
arrival  at  the  town-houfe,  the  general  read  the  procla- 
mation, in  the  name  of  the  French  republic,  which 
produced  a lurprifing  effeft.  Thofe  who  were  feduced 
by  the  oligarchy  of  Bern  were  ftruck  motionleis  with 
aftonifliment ; bat,  on  recovering  their  fenfes,  they  could 
not  help  declaring  that  Wifdom  herfelf  had  dilated  the 
proclamation.  During  a fpace  of  four  hundred  years 
no  troops  had  been  feen  in  the  town  of  Bienne  ; the 
impreflion,  therefore,  was  deeply  felt.  How  glorious  is 
the  triumph  of  virtue  and  friendfhip  ! 

fie  The  brave  General  Nouvion  has  already  gained  all 
hearts.  His  mildnefs,  wifdom,  and  republican  virtue, 
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The  Town  and  Canton  of  Soleure — Detail  of  the 
Government — Antient  and  New  Burghers — 
Ajfemhly  of  the  Rofengarten, 

^T”HHE  direct  road  from  Bade  to  Soleure  lies 
^ through  the  mid  ft  of  the  Jura  mountains^ 
along  the  romantic  vale  of  Balftal,  which  is 
remarkable  for  its  fertility.  The  road  from 
Bienne  to  Soleure  traverfes  a well-cultivated 

valley^ 


will  make  a deeper  impreffion  on  the  Helvetic  people 
than  the  terrible  and  always  victorious  bayonet.  I 
rejoice  to  hear  him  exclaim,  Without  morals,  without 
**  virtue,  there  is  no  true  happinefs  !’*  for,  as  Racine 
obferves, 

ii  La  gloirc  des  me  chants  en  un  moment  s'*  eteintc* 

iC  Citizen  Breffon,  conflituted  mayor  of  Bienne  by  the 
French  government,  has  acquired  by  his  mildnefs  and 
civifm  the  general  Confidence  and  love  of  the  inhabitants. 
He  has  feveral  times  appeared  in  the  council,  decorated 
with  the  national  fcarf.  To  him  we  owe  the  happy  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people.  To-morrow  we  fhall  folemnly 
plant  the  tree  of  liberty.  Long  live  the  Republic  1” 
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Talley,  watered  by  the  Aar,  at  the  foot  of  a piked 
ridge,  which  forms  a branch  of  mount  Jura  ; its 

Tides, 


The  account  of  this  ceremony  is  thus  detailed  in 
another  letter  : 

“ Announce  to  the  French  republic  the  folemn  cere- 
mony of  planting  the  tree  of  liberty,  which  took  place  at 
eleven  in  the  morning. 

The  republican  phalanxes,  led  by  General  Nouvion, 
affembled  in  the  fquare  before  the  town  houfe,  and  were 
met  by  the  French  mayor  and  the  magistracy.  Inftantly 
the  tri- colour  flag  waved  on  the  town-houfe,  and  warlike 
mufic  Struck  up.  Several  energetic  harangues,  by  the 
general,  the  mayor,  and  many  citizens  both  of  Bienne 
and  France,  made  the  deepeft  imprefllon.  Every  len- 
ience breathed  the  pure  ft  civifm  and  the  mildeft  philan- 
thropy. Patriotic  fongs  were  then  fung,  a grand  dinner 
was  given  by  the  general,  and  toafts  drank  to  the  immor- 
tality of  the  great  nation,  and  to  the  wifhed-for  union 
of  the  republic  of  Bienne  to  the  firft  republic  of  the 
world.  The  feftival  was  terminated  by  a ball,  which 
continued  the  whole  night,  and  every  thing  was  con- 
ducted with  the  greateft  decorum,  and  the  moll  pleafing 
fraternity  prevailed.  The  general  was  prefent  for  a 
fhort  time,  and  his  heart  was  penetrated  with  the  view 
of  this  delightful  picture  ; all  feeling  fouls  experienced  the 
mod  exquiftte  fenfations.  The  joy  of  the  people  was 
announced  by  a brilliant  illumination,  allegorical  devices, 
and  patriotic  fongs.  Beautiful  young  women  appeared 
at  the  ball  decorated  with  tri- colour  ribbands  and  fafhes. 
What  a noble  triumph  for  the  French  republic  is  that 
made  by  friendfhip  and  fweet  fraternity  !” 

Momteur.j  13 th  Ventwfe  {8th  March)* 
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Tides,  from  the  bottom  to  the  fummit,  are  fo 
embrowned  with  overhanging  forefts  of  pine 
and  fir,  as  to  exhibit  only  occafional  intervals 
of  naked  rock,  beds  of  torrents,  and  a few 
folitary  fpecks  of  pafture,  and  are  fo  wild  and 
ileep  as,  within  the  extent  of  five  ■ leagues, 
fcarcely  to  difplay  the  appearance  of  a Tingle 
houfe,  or  a trace  of  the  flighted  foot-wav.  Near 
Soleure  this  chain  of  the  Jura,  called  Weijfen * 
ftein , abruptly  diminifhes  in  height,  becomes 
gradually  doping,  and  is  chequered  to  the  fu tu- 
rn it  with  fields  of  corn  and  pafture. 

Soleure  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  the  Aar, 
which  here  expands  its  banks  and  opens  into  a 
fine  and  broad  river.  I will  not  exert  the  privi- 
lege of  a traveller,  and  tell  you,  what  fome 
extravagant  antiquaries  do  not  fcruple  to  aflert, 
that  it  was  built  by  the  patriarch  Abraham  ; 
but  you  will  have  no  difficulty,  perhaps,  in 
believing  what  others  maintain,  that  it  was  one 
of  the  twelve  towns  which  were  deftroyed  upon 
the  emigration  of  the  original  inhabitants  into 
Gaul.  It  appears  probable,  from  a great 
number  of  infcriptions,  medals,  and  other  anti- 
quities, which  have  been  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  it  was  re-peopled  by  a Roman 
colony ; and  it  certainly  was  a Roman  ftation, 
as  its  antient  appellation,  C aft  rum  Salodurenfe , 
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implies.  During  that  period  of  barbarifm 
which  fucceeded  the  downfal  of  the  Roman 
empire,  it  was  facked  and  deftroyed  by  thofe 
northern  nations  who  over-ran  the  greatefl  part 
of  Europe.  From  the  time  of  its  remfiablifh- 
ment,  until  its  admiflion  into  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy  in  1481,  its  ilate  was  fimilar  to 
thatof  many  other  imperial  towns,  which  acquired 
a gradual  acceffion  of  territory,  and,  after 
various  ftruggles,  finally  fecured  independ- 
ence. 

Soleure  is  a fmall  but  extremely  neat  town, 
furrounded  by  regular  (lone  fortifications, 
ereded  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century ; 
the  walls  enclofe  fcarcely  more  than  fifty  fquare 
acres,  and,  including  the  fuburbs,  contain  about: 
four  thoufand  fouls.  Among  the  mod  remark- 
able objeds  of  curiofity  in  the  town  is  the  new 
church,  which  was  begun  in  1762,  and  fmifhed 
in  1772;  it  is  a noble  edifice,  of  whitifh-grey 
done,  drawn  from  the  neighbouring  quarries, 
which  is  a fpecies  of  rude  marble,  and  receives 
a good  polifh.  The  lower  part  of  the  building 
is  of  the  Corinthian,  the  upper  of  the  Cornpo- 
fite  order : the  facade,  which  confifls  of  a 
portico,  furmounted  by  an  elegant  tower,  pre- 
fents  itfelf  finely  at  the  extremity  of  the  principal 

flreet.  Pizoni  was  the  archited,  and  the 
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expence  amounted  to  at  lead  /’.  80,000 ; £ 
confiderable  fum  for  fo  fmall  a republic,  whofe 
revenues  fcarcely  furpafs  £.t 2,000  per  annum . 
The  interior  is  fimple  yet  elegant,  and  decorated 
with  a few  modern  paintings  of  inconfiderable 
merit ; of  which  the  mod  edeemed  is  the  Lad 
Supper,  by  Corvi,  a Roman  artid.  A picture 
by  Rubens  and  his  fcholars,  in  the  church  of 
the  Cordeliers,  and  one  by  Le  Sueur,  in  that  of 
the  Capuchins,  deferve  perhaps  to  be  noticed 
by  the  traveller,  who  is  fond  of  the  fine  arts* 
The  town-houfe  is  not  in  itfelf  worthy  of 
obfervation,  but  is  mentioned  only  as  being 
the  place  of  meeting  for  the  Great  Council  and 
Senate. 

The  public  prifon,  newly  condrufled,  is  a 
folid  edifice  of  done,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purpofe  of  the  building ; the  prifoners  being 
confined  in  feparate  cells.  Although  the  penal 
laws  are  fevere  in  theory,  yet  the  judicial  fen- 
tences,  in  criminal  affairs,  are  fo  remarkably 
mild,  that  a prifoner,  on  his  acquittal,  wrote 
the  following  infcription  cn  the  wall  of  his  cell  : 

He  who  is  inclined  to  rob,  and  efcape  hang* 
6C  ing,  let  him  rob  in  the  canton  of  Soleure.,? 

The  public  library  deferves  to  be  mentioned, 
not  for  the  number  or  rarity  of  the  volumes, 
but  for  the  literary  zeal  of  the  Abbe  Herman, 
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canon  of  the  cathedral,  to  whom  it  owes  its 
origin.  On  my  fir  ft  vifit  to  this  town,  in  1776* 
there  was  no  public  collection  of  books  ; but  a 
few  years  ago,  that  ingenious  ecclefiaftic  amaffed 
about  four  hundred  volumes,  obtained  from 
government  an  apartment  in  the  towmhoufe, 
where  he  depofited  them,  and  requefted  to  be 
appointed  librarian  without  a falary.  His  peti- 
tion being  granted,  he  continued  to  augment 
his  little  collection ; and  from  this  fmall  begin- 
ning has  increafed  it  already  to  eleven  thoufand 
books,  among  which  are  above  a hundred  and 
fifty  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century.  At  the 
two  extremities  of  the  room  are  infcribed  the 
names  of  the  benefaCtors  to  this  library ; but 
there  is  no  fund  yet  eftablilhed  for  its  fupport  or 
augmentation* 

The  Abbe  has  alfo  begun  to  form  a cabinet 
of  medals  ; which,  though  at  prefent  extremely 
fmall,  will  increafe  like  the  library.  He  pointed 
out  to  me  a very  rare  medal,  difcovered  in 
digging  the  foundation  for  the  new  cathedral^ 
it  is  in  bronze,  of  the  middle  fize ; on  one  fide 
is  the  head  of  Septimius  Severus,  with  the 
infcription,  L.  Septimius  Severus  Pius  Aug * 
P*  M.'  Pr  P*  xviir  CoJ • iir  P • P*  On  the  re- 
verfe,  a figure  fitting,  before  it  a prow  of  a fhip, 
and  a genius  or  little  boy.  Great  merit  is  due 

to 
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to  the  Abbe  for  laying  the  foundation  of  this 
library,  in  a town  where  literature  is  not  much 
encouraged  ; and  his  difinterefiednefs  is  worthy 
of  notice,  as  his  income  does  not  exceed  £.  160 
per  annum . This  learned  ecclefiaftic  is  now 
employed  in  writing  an  account  of  Soleure  at 
the  period  of  the  Reformation,  and  is  collecting 
ample  materials  for  a complete  hifiory  of  the 
Canton. 

With  refpect  to  natural  hift'ory,  the  only 
cabinet  in  the  town  is  that  formed  by  Senator 
Wallier  : it  is  a fmali  collection,  but  well  chofen, 
and  particularly  interefting  to  the  naturalift  who 
travels  into  thefe  parts,  becaufe  the  ingenious 
collector  has  chiefly  confined  himfelf  to  the 
minerals  and  petrifactions  of  the  canton. 

The  circumjacent  country  is  exceedingly  plead 
ing  and  di verbified,  and  exhibits  feveral  points 
of  view  which  are  as  agreeable  as  wild,  and  as 
beautiful  as  romantic.  Among  thefe  we  were 
particularly  ftruck  with  the  fituation  of  the  her- 
mitage called  des  Croix,  about  half  a mile  from 
the  town,  near  the  (tone  quarry  : it  hands  in.  a 
recefs  between  two  ridges  of  perpendicular 
rocks,  watered  by  a lively  dream  ; one  extre- 
mity is  clofed  by  a fmali  wood,  and  the  other 
opens  into  fertile  grounds  backed  by  the  dark 
Jura.  Among  the  villas,  in  the  environs, 
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-j  £ij.a2.i  kable  for  iheir  pcfition,  may  be  men** 
tioned  Ricaberg,  built  by  M.deVigur;  it  (lands  at 
the  bottom  of  a gentle  hill,  declining  towards  the 
winding  Aar,  and  commands  a view  of  Soleure, 
half  hid  by  the  intervening  trees,  and  Bleiken- 
berg,  belonging  to  Major  de  Roll,  fituated 
amid  waving  grounds  divided  into  inclofures, 
fimilar  to  the  fertile  counties  of  England,  the 
Jura  rifmg  like  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  and 
at  a diftance  the  fublime  alps,  which  charaHerife 
this  romantic  country. 

The  canton  of  Soleure,  which  holds  the  ele- 
venth rank  in  the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  (Iretches 
partly  through  the  plain,  and  partly  along  the 
chains  of  the  Jura,  and  contains  about  fifty 
thoufand  fouls,  including  the  inhabitants  of  the 
capital.  The  foil,  for  the  rnoft  part,  is  fertile 
in  corn,  and  thofe  diftrlHs  which  lie  within 
the  Jura,  abound  in  excellent  paflures.  The 
trade,  both  of  the  town  and  canton,  is  of  little 
value,  although  the  fituation  is  commodious 
for  an  extenfive  commerce.  It  is  divided  into 
eleven  diflridls  or  bailliages,  called  Interior  and 
Exterior  ; the  former  are  governed  by  bailifs, 
who  are  fenators,  and  remain  in  the  towns  ; the 
latter,  by  bailifs  drawn  from  the  members  of  the 


Great  Council,  who  refide  in  their  bailliages. 
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The  following  is  a lift  of  the  bailliages,  with 
their  average  annual  value ; the  four  firft  ar® 
interior,  the  remainder  exterior. 

Buckegberg  £.  1 66  Beckburgh  X*  7 5° 

Kriegftetten  - 146  Goefgen  - 500 

Laeberen,  or  Olten  - » 333 

Grenche  - 83  Dorneck  - 834 

Flamenthal  - 62  Tierftein  - 4*7 

Falkenftein  - 546  Gilgenberg  - 375 

The  inhabitants  of  the  canton  are  Catholics* 
-excepting  thofe  in  the  bailliage  of  Buckegberg, 
who  profefs  the  Reformed  religion.  Infpiritual 
affairs,  the  Catholics  depend  on  three  bilhops : 
the  greater  part  of  the  capital*  the  bailliages  of 
Laeberen  and  Flamenthal,  are  in  the  diocefe  of 
the  biff  op  of  Laufanne,  refident  at  Friburgh  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  capital,  the  bailliage  of 
Kriegftetten,  and  the  villages  in  the  bailliage  of 
Olten,  in  that  of  the  bifhop  of  Conftance  ; while 
the  other  bailliages,  and  the  town  of  Olten, 
depend, on  the  biff  op  of  Bade.  But  neither  of 
thefe  biffops  can  iffue  any  ordinance,  or  even 
vifit  their  diocefes,  without  the  approbation  of  the 
Senate.  There  are  two  chapters  in  this  canton  j 
one  at  Soleure,  founded  in  930  by  Queen  Ber« 
tha,  widow  of  Rhodolph  II.  King  of  Burgundy, 
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compofed  of  a pro  void,  whofe  falary  amounts 
t0  £•  3^°  Per  annum,  and  of  eleven  canons,  each 
of  whom  enjoys  a revenue  of  £.  160.  The  pro- 
vofl  is  chofen  by  the  Senate,  and  the  canons  are 
appointed  alternately  by  the  Pope  and  Senate. 
The  other  chapter,  "of  Schoenenwerth,  founded 
by  the  antient  counts  ofFalkenftein,  confifts  of 
a provoft  and  five  canons,  nominated  by  the 
Senate ; the  annual  falary  of  the  provoft  is  £.  1 2 
and  of  each  canon  £.  100.  There  are  alfo  an 
abbey  of  Benedi&ines,  four  convents,  and  three 
nunneries ; the  revenues  of  which  amount  to 
£-  2,250. 

The  principal  charitable  inftitutions  are,  an 
hofpital  at  Soleure,  and  another  at  Olten,  for  the 
reception  of  burghers,  fubjefts,  and  foreigners  ; 
the  foundation  of  dhurigan,  for  old  perfons  of 
both  fexes,  belonging  to  the  burgherfhip ; a 
foundling  hofpital  for  orphans,  and  for  children 
of  poor  burghers ; and  the  hofpital  of  St.  Ca- 
tharine, for  the  infane  and  incurables. 

The  only  perfons  in  the  canton  of  Soleure, 
who  profefs  the  Reformed  religion,  are  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  bailliage  of  Buckegberg.  In  eccle- 
fiaftical  affairs,  the  inhabitants,  though  fubjed  to 
Soleure,  are  under  the  proteftion  of  Bern.  For- 
merly this  complication  of  political  and  religious 
interells  created  frequent  mifunderftandings 
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between  the  two  cantons,  but  matters  were 
amicably  and  finally  adjufted,  on  the  1 8th  or 
November  1681,  at  the  treaty  of  Winingen* 
The  inhabitants  take  the  oath  of  fidelity,  every 
third  year,  to  the  government  of  Soleure; 
but  if  aggrieved  in  their  religious  e ft  abli  fitment, 
can  have  recourfe  to  Bern.  The  fenate  oi 
Bern  nominates  to  the  vacant  benehces,  but 
the  priefts  are  under  the  neceffity  of  obtaining 
the  confirmation  of  the  chapter  of  Soleure.  A 
deputy  from  Bern  prefents  the  new  nnnifter  to 
his  parifhioners  ; but  the  baihf  is  obliged  to  be 
prefent  at  this  ceremony,  as  deputy  from  the 
republic  of  Soleure.  Bern  enjoys  alfo  fupreme 
jurifdifltion  in  criminal  affairs.  If  a criminal  is 
arrefted  for  any  capital  offence,  he  is  tried  by 
the  bailif  of  Buckegberg,  and  the  jury  of  the 
bailliage  ; and,  if  condemned  to  death,  he  is 
delivered  for  execution  to  Bern,  provided  that 
republic  defrays  the  expence  of  the  trial, 
Soleure  enjoys  all  the  other  rights  of  fove- 
reignty ; fuch  as  the  power  of  levying  taxes, 
appeals  in  the  laft  refort ; and  even  decides  all 
matrimonial  and  ecclefiaftical  concerns,  with 
this  provifo,  that  the  decifion  fliall  be  regulated 
according  to  the  articles  or  the  treaty  of 
Winingen.  Among  the  natives  in  the  canton, 

feveral  inhabiting  the  bailliages  of  Thierftein  and 
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Gildenberg  were  ferfs ; but,  in  1785^  their  fer- 
vitude,  fo  contrary  to  the  principles  of  that 
equal  liberty  which  pervades  this  country,  was, 
to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  government,  abo- 

liffied. 

The  canton  furnifhes  France  with  two  com- 
panies for  the  Swifs  guards,  and  feveral  com- 
panies in  the  different  marching  regiments, 
according  to  the  capitulation  concluded  between 
the  King  of  France  and  the  Catholic  cantons, 
in  1764,  for  the  term  of  twenty-five  years* 
It  has  alfo  a regiment  in  the  Spanifh  fervice  5 
of  which  the  colonel  and  companies  of  fufi- 
leers  can  only  be  taken  from  the  antient 
burghers. 

With  refpect  to  the  militia,  all  the  males 
from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  fixty,  are  formed 
into  fix  regiments,  confiding  of  about  8000 
men,  exclufive  of  240  dragoons,  and  the  corps 
of  artillery,  amounting  to  600.  The  colonel 
of  each  regiment  is  always  a fenator,  and  the 
major  a member  of  the  Great  Council,  who  is 
ufually  an  officer  retired  from  foreign  fervice  % 
the  captains  are  either  members  of  the  Great 
Council  or  antient  burghers ; the  firfl  lieute- 
nants are  generally  antient  burghers,  while  the 
rank  of  fecond  lieutenants  and  enfigns  is  ufually 
filled  by  the  principal  peafants* 
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The  militia  are  affembled  and  reviewed  in 
May  and  September  ; and  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn  exercifed  in  the  refpeclive  villages  by 
the  under-lieutenants  and  enfigns.  According 
to  a plan  of  defence,  regulated  in  1668,  between 
the  members  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  the 
canton  of  Soleure  is  bound  to  furnifh  600  for 
its  fird  contingent;  for  this  fupply,  100  men, 
together  with  officers,  are  annually  felefled  from 
each  of  the  fix  regiments,  who  are  to  hold  them- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a moment’s  warn- 
ing. In  cafe  of  neceffity,  this  contingent  may 
be  doubled  or  tripled  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
burghers  are  incorporated  in  the  company  of 
fufil  eers,  and  exercife  themfelves  on  Sundays 
and  faints’  days,  after  divine  fervice,  by  ffiooting 
at  marks : government  furniffies  powder  and 
ball,  and  didributes  prizes  to  the  bed  markfmen. 
The  remaining  inhabitants  of  the  capital  and 
environs,  who  are  not  burghers,  form  a fepa- 
rate  body,  commanded  by  the  captain  of  the 
town  ; they  are  aifo  occadonally  exercifed,  and 
mount  guard  on  the  day  of  St.  John  theBaptid, 
when  the  Rofengarten , or  the  general  meeting  of 
the  burghers,  is  affembled. 

The  fovereign  power  refides  in  the  Great 
Council,  which  condds  of  a hundred  and  two 
members,  chofen  by  the  Senate,  in  equal  pro<= 

portions^ 


Soleure, 
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portions,  from  the  eleven  tribes  or  companies 
into  which  the  antient  burghers  are  didributed  : 
and  in  all  indances,  the  new  member  is  taken 
from  the  company  to  which  the  lad  member 
belonged. 

The  prerogatives  of  the  Great  Council  are, 
to  enad  and  abrogate  laws ; to  explain  obfcure 
parts  of  the  conditution,  and  make  alterations 
in  the  form  of  government ; to  levy  taxes, 
declare  war,  and  conclude  peace  ; to  contract 
alliances,  receive  appeals  in  criminal  caufes 
from  the  burghers  of  the  capital,  and  in  civil 
precedes*  above  the  fum  of  i oo  Swifs  livres,  or 
£.  6.  3-r.  ; to  confer  the  new  burgherfhip  ; eled 
the  treafurer,  or  fourth  chief  of  the  republic, 
from  the  antient  eleven  fenators  ; nominate  to 
the  feven  exterior  bailliages,  and  to  the  four 
Italian  governments  of  Lugano,  Locarno,  Men- 
drifio,  and  Valmaggia,  when  the  appointment 
belongs  to  Soleure ; chufe  the  deputies  for  the 
diet  of  Frauenfield,  and  thofe  for  extraordinary 
meetings  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy;  though 
in  both  thefe  cafes  it  is  the  cudom  to  appoint 
a fenator,  and  ufually  one  of  the  four  chiefs, 
the  reigning  avoyer  excepted,  who  is  not  per- 
mitted  to  be  abfent  during  the  year  of  his 
adminidration* 
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There  are  generally  a few  fupernumerary 
members  in  the  Great  Council,  which  circum- 
fiance  proceeds  from  the  method  of  appointing 
the  bailifs..  On  the  nomination  of  a bailif,  his 
feat  in  the  Great  Council  being  deemed  vacant, 
is  on  the  next  day  filled  up  by  a member  of  the 
fame  company  in  which  he  is  infcribed.  At  the 
conclufion  of  his  bailliage  he  again  takes  his  feat, 
preferving  his  antient  rank,  though  confidered  as 
a fupernumerary,  until  one  of  the  fix  members 
of  his  tribe  makes  a vacancy.  To  be  qualified 
for  admiffion  into  the  Great  Council,  the  can- 
didate mud  be  twenty  years  of  age,  an  antient 
burgher,  and  member  of  the  fame  tribe  in 
which  the  vacancy  happens ; but  if  infcribed  in 
a company  different  from  that  of  his  father, 
he  muff,  according  to  a decree  paffed  in  1764, 
have  been  a member  of  that  company  during  a 
year. 

The  Great  Council  affembles  ordinarily  once 
every  month  ; and  extraordinarily,  when  con- 
vened by  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  or  Little  Council,  a conftituent 
part  of  the  Great  Council,  is  compofed  of  the 
two  avoyers  or  chiefs  of  the  republic,  who 
annually  alternate  ; the  chancellor  or  fecretary 
of  ftate,  who  has  no  vote ; and  thirty-three 
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fenators  drawn  from  the  remaining  fixty-fix 
members  of  the  Great  Council,  divided  into 
eleven  feniors,  and  twenty-two  juniors.  From 
the  feniors,  the  two  avoyers,  the  banneret,  and 
treafurer  are  always  chofen.  Upon  a vacancy 
among  the  eleven,  the  right  of  election,  though 
refiding  in  the  juniors,  is  always  exercifed 
according  to  feniority  : the  mod  antient  in  rank 
among  the  three  junior  counfellors,  of  the  fame 
tribe  to  which  the  late  member  belonged,  is 
immediately  appointed,  or  rather  confirmed,  by 
the  juniors.  Upon  the  death  or  promotion 
of  a junior,  his  place  is  immediately  filled  up  by 
the  two  avoyers  and  eleven  feniors. 

The  fenate  examines  and  digefts  all  affairs 
before  they  are  fubmitted  to  the  Great  Council ; 
is  entruded  with  the  executive  power,  and  care 
of  the  police ; receives  all  appeals  in  the  firffc 
indance  from  the  inferior  courts  of  judice ; 
gives  judgment  in  all  civil  proceffes  not  exceed- 
ing the  value  of  a hundred  Swifs  livres ; and 
poffeffes  fupreme  and  final  jurifdidtion  in  crimi- 
nal caufes,  except  thofe  in  which  a burgher  of 
the  capital  is  concerned,  who  may  appeal  to  the 
Great  Council. 

I he  fenate  alfo  nominates,  either  diredtly  or 
indirectly,  to  mod  of  the  important  charges 
pf  the  republic,  and  confers  the  principal  eccle- 
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fiaflica!  benefices ; it  aflembles  regularly  three 
times  a week,  and  is  convoked  on  extraor- 
dinary occafions  by  the  reigning  advoyer.  A 
fenator  mull  be  twenty-four  years  of  age,  mem- 
ber of  the  Great  Council,  and  drawn  from 
the  fame  company  to  which  the  laft  fenator 
belonged. 


The  falaries  of  the  principal 

magiftrates 

are : 

The  reigning  advoyer,  about  — - 

£•363 

The  advoyer  out  of  office  — 

137 10 

The  Seniors,  each  — — 

46 

Chancellor  — — 

208 

Attorney-General,  Including  his 

- 

falary  of  fenator  — — 

100 

The  juniors,  each  — — 

37  10 

Government  draws  its  principal  revenues, 
which  do  not  exceed  jT,  1 2,500  per  ann.  from 
the  following  fources.  1.  A tax,  called  the 
tax  for  fortifications,  laid  on  the  funds  of  the 
tribes  and  monafteries  in  the  town,  and  on 
thofe  of  parifhes  in  the  bailliages.  2.  Tythes, 
and  rentes  foncieres  belonging  to  the  Hate. 
3.  Tolls.  4.  Excife  on  wine.'  5.  Intereft  of 
money  placed  out  in  the  canton  and  in  foreign 
countries.  6.  Monopoly  of  fait.  7.  Revenues 
from  the  bailliages.  8.  Subfidy  from  France; 

about 
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about  £.  1108.  9.  Sundry  fmall  fources,  fuch 

as  demefnes,  edates,  falaries  of  vacant  benefices^ 
&c. 

The  principal  departments  of  government  are* 
j.  The  tribunals  ; which  comprife  the  inferior 
courts  of  juitice,  and  the  Secret  Council,  confid- 
ing of  feven  members,  namely,  the  two  avoy~ 
ers,  the  banneret,  the  treafurer,  the  fird  fenior 
fenator,  the  chancellor,  and  the  attorney-gene- 
ral ; fhould  any  of  thefe  perfons  be  abfent, 
their  places  are  fupplied  by  the  antient  fenators, 
according  to  feniority.  2.  The  boards  of  war. 
3.  Of  the  rights,  called  dr  Gits  regaliens.  4.  Of 
finances,  agriculture,  and  public  buildings.  5.  Of 
the  police.  6.  Of  ecclefiadicai  affairs,  charitable 
inditutions,  and  fchools. 

The  burghers  are  divided  into  antient  and 
new ; the  antient  are  alone  capable  of  being 
members  of  the  Great  Council,  or  enjoying 
any  {hare  in  the  adminidration  of  affairs.  The 
origin  of  this  didin&ion  is  dated  from  1681. 
Several  foreign  families,  which  fettled  at  Soleure 
and  obtained  the  right  of  burgherfnip,  being 
admitted  into  the  Great  Council,  gave  umbrage 
to  thofe  illudrious  families,  whofe  ancedors 
had,  by  their  valour  and  prudence,  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  republic.  To  prevent  the 

farther 
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farther  participation  of  honours  and  emolu- 
ments, to  which  they  conceived  themfelves 
folely  entitled,  the  Great  Council  confined  the 
offices  of  government  exclufively  to  thofe 
families,  which  at  that  epoch  enjoyed  the  rights 
of  burgherfnip,  until  they  were  reduced  to  the 
number  of  twenty-five.  It  was  at  the  fame  time 
enabled,  that  thefe  families  and  their  defend- 
ants fliould  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
antient  burghers  ; and  that  thofe,  who  after- 
wards received  the  burgherihip,  fhould  be  called 
new  burghers  ; and  to  enforce  thefe  regulations, 
that  any  burgher  who  made  any  proportion  con- 
trary to  this  law,  fliould  be  baniflied  from  the 
canton,  and  his  goods  conhfcated. 

Befides  this  exclufive  privilege,  the  antient 
burghers  enjoy  the  foie  right  of  being  appointed 
canons  in  the  chapters  of  Soleure  and  Schcenen- 
werth,  and  of  holding  any  ecclefiaftical  benefice 
in  the  gift  of  the  Senate.  But  as  there  is  at 
prefent  a great  deficiency  of  clergymen  among 
the  antient  burghers,  it  will  probably  foon  be 
thought  neceffary  to  difpenfe  with  this  law,  and 
permit  the  new  burghers,  and  all  fubjefts  of 
the  canton,  to  be  candidates  for  vacant  livings. 

About  eighty-five  families  poflefs  the  right 
of  antient  burgherihip j and  of  thefe,  about 

thirty- 
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thirty-four  of  the  mod  illudrious  fupply  the 
members  of  the  Great  Council,  and  fill  the 
various  departments  of  government. 

The  rights  of  the  new  burghers  confid  in  no- 
minating and  annually  confirming  the  advoyer, 
the  banneret,  and  grand  fautier , or  lieutenant 
of  the  police ; but,  as  they  always  chufe  thofe 
perfons,  who  are  fele&ed  by  the  Senate,  as 
they  exercife  this  privilege  in  conjunftion  with 
the  antient  burghers,  and  as,  by  the  edift  of 

4 

1 681 , they  mud  retire  from  the  adembly, 
Ihould  there  be  any  oppofition  ; this  right  of 
election  is  little  more  than  a mere  formality. 
In  all  other  indances,  excepting  in  thofe  con-* 
cerns  which  relate  to  government,  the  new 
burghers  enjoy  the  fame  privilege  as  the  antient , 
fuch  as  freedom  of  trade  and  commerce,  the 
property  of  houfes  and  land  in  the  capital  and 
its  didrid,  and  are  alfo  entitled  to  hold  ecclefi- 
adical  benefices  in  the  gift  of  the  chapters  and 
individuals. 

The  burghers,  both  antient  and  new9  are 
didributed  into  eleven  tribes  or  companies, 
each  whereof  furnifhes  three  fenators  and  fix 
members  of  the  Great  Council.  Every  perfon 
may  chufe  the  company  in  which  he  infer ibes 
his  name  ; but  he  cannot  afterwards  change  it. 
For  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a place  in  the 

government 
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government  at  an  early  period,  a young  noble 
fele&s  that  company  in  which  there  is  a proba« 
bility  of  a vacancy ; but  fhould  he  fix  upon 
one  different  from  that  in  which  his  father  is 
incorporated,  he  muff  have  been  received  a 
member  during  a whole  year,  before  he  can 
be  a candidate  for  admiffion  into  the  Great 
Council. 

I he  general  affembly  of  antient  and  new 
burghers,  called  Rofengarten , who  meet  on 
the  day  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  for  the  purpofe 
of  electing  or  confirming  the  charges  of  advoyer^ 
banneret,  and  grand  fautier , defer ves  to  be 
defcnbed  foi  its  fingularitv,  and  will  convey 
to  you  fome  idea  of  thofe  annual  eledlions, 
or  rather  confirmations,  of  the  principal  officers, 
which  take  place  in  mofl  of  thefe  ariflocratical 
ftates. 

I his  affembly  is  held  in  the  church  of  the 
Cordeliers,  and  denominated  Rofengarten , or 
Garden  of  Rofes , either  becaufe  a nofegay, 
which  every  burgher  carries  in  his  hand,  was 
formerly  compofed  of  rofes,  or  becaufe  this 
meeting  ufed  to  be  convened  in  the  garden  of 
the  Cordeliers,  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
called  the  Garden  of  Rofes. 

About  fix  in  the  morning,  the  avoyer  out 
of  office,  the  fenators,  members  of  the  Great 

Council, 
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Council,  and  the  antlent  and  new  burghers, 
a {Terrible  in  their  refpective  companies.  After 
the  repetition  of  certain  fignals,  the  reigning 
avoyer,  accompanied  by  the  chancellor,  the 
fecretary  of  the  finances,  and  feveral  other 
officers  of  date,  repair,  with  drums  beat- 
ing and  trumpets  founding,  from  the  town- 
houfe  to  the  church  of  the  Cordeliers ; where, 
after  prefenting  his  offering  upon  the  altar  of 
the  Virgin,  he  feats  himfelf  on  a throne  near 
the  altar.  Soon  afterwards  the  fenators  and 
remaining  members  of  the  Great  Council 
appear  at  the  head  of  their  refpeclive  tribes  ; 
and  having  prefented  their  offerings,  the  avoyer 
out  of  office  places  himfelf  near  his  colleague 
on  the  throne.  At  the  conclufion  of  a mafs 
accompanied  with  mufic,  all  but  the  burghers 
retire,  and  the  doors  of  the  church  are  clofed* 
The  reigning  avoyer,  with  a fceptre  in  his 
hand,  pronounces  an  harangue  ; then  deliver- 
ing up  the  fceptre  and  feals,  refigns  his  dignity, 
and  receives  the  thanks  of  the  affembly,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  attorney-general,  for  his  zeal 
and  attention  during  the  year  of  his  govern-, 
menu  Next  follow,  in  the  fame  manner,  the 
refignations  of  the  banneret  and  of  the  attor- 
ney-general ; the  former  of  whom  is  thanked, 
in  the  name  of  the  affembly,  by  the  attorney- 

2 general^ 
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general,  and  the  latter  by  the  avoyer  who  has1 
juft  refigned. 

I ids  ceremony  being  finifhed,  the  two  avoy° 
ers,  bannerets,  attorney-general,  and  antient 
fenators,  xetire  from  the  choir  to  another  part  of 
the  church  ; and  the  chancellor  fummoning  the 
junior  fenators  into  the  choir,  pronounces  the 
name  of  each  antient  fenator,  and  of  the  attor- 
ney-general, and  demands,  whether  the  junior 
fenators  are  pleafed  to  confirm  them  in  their 
charges  for  another  year.  This  being  obtained, 
the  chancellor  and  junior  fenators  repair  to  the 
affembly  in  the  body  of  the  church,  where  the 
chancellor  recites  the  names  of  the  fenior  fena- 
tors  and  attorney-general  confirmed  by  the 
juniors,  and  demands  the  approbation  of  the 
whole  affembly  of  burghers.  Upon  this,  the 
avoyer  who  has  juft  refigned,  and  all  the 
fenators,  except  the  avoyer  out  of  office  and 
the  banneret,  come  into  the  church,  and  take 
the  ufual  oaths.  The  chancellor  then  acquaint- 
ing  the  affembly,  that  they  muft  deft  the  reign- 
ing avoyer ; the  avoyer  wdio  has  juft  refigned 
propofes  his  colleague : the  officer  of  ftate* 
called  Grand  Sautier , cries  out,  Let  all 
thofe  who  chide  to  deft  the  right  noble  A.  B. 
reigning  avoyer,  hold  up  their  hands  under 
oath  ; and  immediately  notifying  his  eleftion, 

the 
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the  avoyer  enters  the  church,  takes  the  oath 
from  the  chancellor,  and  adminifters  it  to  the 
Grand  Sautier . The  eledlion  of  the  banneret 
is  made  in  a fimilar  manner : having  refigned 
his  office,  he  is  propofed  to  the  affembly  by  the 
reigning  avoyer,  and,  being  accepted,  gives 
his  hand  to  the  reigning  avoyer,  as  he  never 
takes  the  oath  but  in  time  of  war.  Thd  grand 
fautier  is.  likewife  recommended  by  the  reigning 
avoyer,  and,  re-entering  the  church,  takes  the 
oath  to  government. 

At  the  end  of  thefe  elections,  feveral  decrees 
of  the  Great  Council  are  read,  particularly 
that  which  relates  to  the  right  of  antient 
burgherffiip,  and  the  eledion  of  the  avoyer, 
banneret,  and  grand  fautier;  by  which  it  is 
enacted,  that,  ffiould  any  oppofition  be  made 
to  the  regular  order  of  appointment,  the  new 
burghers  ffiall  retire  from  the  affembly,  and 

the  election  be  veiled  folely  in  the  antient 
burghers. 

The  fame  magiftrates  are  always  re-elected 
oi  confirmed  in  their  feveral  places  1 the  avoyer 
out  of  office  is  nominated  reigning  avoyer ; 
on  the  death  of  either  of  the  avoyers,  the 
banneret  is  of  courfe  appointed  to  the  vacant 
office,  and  fucceeded  by  the  treafurer,  after 
Vql.  I.  R,  die 
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the  formality  of  a nomination.  When  the 
ceremony  is  concluded,  the  reigning  avoyer,  at 
the  head  of  the  Senate,  paffes  through  a double 
line  of  troops  under  arms  to  the  town-houfe, 
where  the  fir  ft  magiftrate  and  the  antient  fena° 
tors  confirm  the  junior  fenators  ; he  then 
returns  to  his  own  houfe,  accompanied  by  the 
Senate  and  members  of  the  Great  Council,  and 
is  complimented,  firil  by  the  banneret,  and 
afterwards  by  the  chancellor. 

From  this  detail  we  may  conclude,  that 
thofe  authors  have  erred  who  call  the  govern- 
ment of  Soleure  arifto-democratical,  for  it  is 
certainly  a mod  complete  ariftocracy  9 inam 
much  as  the  fupreme  government  refides  in  the 
Great  Council,  of  which  the  members  are 
exclusively  taken  from  tne  antient  burghers  ^ 
as  there  are  only  eighty-one  families  which 
enjoy  that  right,  and  no  more  can  be  added 
until  they  are  reduced  to  twenty-five  ; as  of 
thefe  fcarcely  more  than  thirty  enjoy  any  flraie 
in  the  government ; and  laflly,  as  the  election 
and  annual  confirmation  of  the  piincipal  magL 
flrates  is  confined  to  the  antient  burghers,  fhould 
there  be  any  oppofition  in  the  general  affembly 
called  Rofengarten.  The  government,  how- 
ever, tinder  whatfoever  title  it  may  be  claffed. 
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is  mild  and  equitable  ; and  the  people  are  tran- 
quil and  contented  *. 

* ^le  truth  of  this  remark  was  fully  proved  by 
the  conduct  of  the  people  during1  the  elfervefcence 
of  the  Swifs  revolution.  Although  the  offices  • of 
government  were  exclufively  confined  to  a fmali 
number  oi  perfons,  and  not  with  handing  the  vicinity 
to  the  canton  of  Bafle,  where  difaffection  had  made 
a rapid  progrefs  j yet,  a few  feditious  perfons  excepted, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  canton,  both  in  the  town  and 
country,  rallied  round  the  old  conftitution.  Even  after 
the  french  troops  were  ready  to  enter  the  canton,  and 
after  the  government  of  Bern  had  tamely  confented  to 
reform  their  conftitution,  the  people  of  Soleure  mani- 
fefted  an  extraordinary  dread  of  innovation. 

A printed  paper  from  the  agents  of  France,  under  the 
title  of  the  patriots  of  Soleure,  was  difperfed,  in  which, 
after  declaring  their  refolution  to  maintain  the  religion  of 
their  fathers,  and  to  preferve  their  independence  and  con- 
nection with  the  Helvetic  body,  they  required  the  union  of 
the  citizens  of  the  town  and  canton,  and  the  convocation 
of  a national  aiTembly. 

Thefe  infidious  proportions  excited  general  indigna- 
lion  ; and  on  the  6th  of  February  the  militia  of  the 
canton  marched  to  the  town,  the  artillery  was  planted 
on  the  ramparts,  many  fiifpected  perfons  were  arrefted, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  prepared  to  defend  their  liberties 
to  the  laft  extremity. 

But  the  magiftrates,  intimidated  by  the  fluctuating 
counfels  of  Bern,  and  threatened  with  the  inftant 
approach  of  the  French,  declared  their  refolution  to 
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Treaties  with  France  — RefieBions  on  Foreign 

Service* 

i 

TH  E French  embaffador  to  the  Helvetic 

body  refides  in  Soleure,  and  diftributes 

thofe  annual  penfions  which  the  king  pays  to 

the  Catholic  cantons.  Louis  the  Eleventh  was 

the 


adopt  the  new  principles,  and  Summoned  reprefent- 
atives  of  the  people  to  arrange  a new  conftitution.  Yet 
thefe  very  reprefentatives,  thus  convened  to  altei  the 
conftitution,  were  pnfitively  inJlruBed  by  their  conjhtuents  to. 
injijl  that  the  dntient  form  of  government  fhould  be  maintained  in 
all  its  parts.  With  a view,  however,  to  conciliate  the 
French,  and  yet  to  prevent  hafty  innovations,  a decree 
was  iftried  on  the  nth  of  February,  in  the  name  of  the 
avoyer,  great  and  little  councils,  and  deputies  of  the 
towns  and  country,  “ for  effecting  fuch  alterations  in 
the  form  of  government  as  ftiould  introduce  an  equality 
of  rights  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  tnofe 

of  the  communes.” 

This  decree  was  preceded  by  a folemn  oath,  taken  by 
all  the  members  of  the  government  and  the  deputies, 

t0  maintain  inviolate  their  holy  religion?  as  trans- 
mitted 
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the  firll  French  monarch  who  employed  Swiis 

troops,  and  granted  fubfidies  to  the  kales, 

fince 


mitted  by  their  forefathers ; to  defend  to  the  laft 
man,  againft  all  enemies,  that  precious  jewel  of  liberty 
and  independence,  purchafed  with  the  blood  of  their 
anceftors;  and  acting  in  the  character  of  free  Swifs,  never 
to  feparate  themfelves  from  the  Helvetic  confederacy  5 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  contra&ed 
in  virtue  of  exifting  alliances. 

It  then  abolifhes  all  diftin&ions  between  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  and  country  with  refpeft  to  reprefent- 
ation  and  eligibility  to  the  offices  of  government,  and 
eftablifhes  a committee  to  arrange  with  the  reprefent- 
atives  the  new  conftitution. 

It  ordains  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  eftablifhed 
government  fnould  continue  to  exift  provifionally ; that 
it  ffiould  be  refpeded,  and  remain  in  force  until  the 
formal  eftablifhment  of  the  new  conftitution. 

But  the  people  were  fo  little  inclined  to  exercife  their 
new  rights,  that  no  fteps  were  taken  to  carry  the  decree  into 
execution,  and  the  diffol'ution  of  the  ancient  government 
was  only  effected  by  the  capture  of  Soleure.  The  body 
of  the  people  manifefted  the  greateft  ardour.  Seven  thou- 
fand  troops  co-operated  with  the  army  of  Bern,  and  all 
the  forces  of  the  canton  would  have  come  forward  in 
defence  of  their  country,  had  not  the  poll  of  Lengnau 
been  furprifed,  the  advanced  guard  at  Grange  defeated* 
and  Soleure  captured. 
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fince  confiderably  augmented  by  bis  fucceffors® 
The  perpetual  alliance  which  Francis  the  Firft 
concluded  with  the  Swifs  cantons,  foon  after 
the  battle  of  Marignano,  is  confidered  as  the 
bafis  of  every  fubfequent  treaty,  and  greatly 
contributed  to  increafe  the  power  of  France ; 
the  Swifs  infantry  aided  Henry  the  Fourth  m 
eflablifhing  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  his  anceflors, 
repreffed  the  contending  factions  during  the 
turbulent  minorities  of  Louis  the  Thirteenth  and 
Fourteenth,  and  diflinguifned  themfelves  during 
the  continental  wars  in  which  France  was  engaged^ 
by  fidelity,  valour,  and  difcipline. 

The  general  alliance  between  France  and  the 
whole  Helvetic  union,  ratified  by  Louis  the 
Fourteenth,  in  1663,  was  to  remain  in  force 
during  the  joint  lives  of  that  monarch  and  his 


The  extraordinary  circumflances  which  led  to  thefe 
events  are  related  in  the  Introductory  Chapter. 

Schawembourg,  in.  accepting  the  capitulation,  pro- 
mifed  fecurity  to  per  ions  and  property  ; but  in  defiance 
of  this  promife,  four  and  twenty  villages  in  the  vicinity 
were  given  uo  to  plunder,  the  inhabitants  wrere  difarmed, 
the  arfenals  feized,  and  feme  of  the  magifirates,  after 
being  paraded  round  the  town  in  barbarous  triumph, 
were  inhumanly  put  to  death 


foa 
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Ion  the  dauphin,  and  for  eight  years  after  the 
death  of  either*  Towards  the  end  of  his 
reign,  Louis,  on  his  fon’s  death,  propofed  to 
renew  the  treaty  in  his  own  and  his  fuca 
ceffor’s  name ; but  the  Proteftant  cantons 
refuhng  their  confent,  it  was  concluded  only 
with  the  Catholic  cantons,  and  the  republic  of 
the  Vallais* 

This  alliance  differed  from  the  former  treaties 
In  three  effential  articles  : 1.  If  France  was 

invaded,  the  contraCHng  republics  permitted  an 
additional  levy  to  be  raifed  at  the  king’s  ex- 
pence,  not  exceeding  fixteen  thoufand  men ; 
2.  if  the  Helvetic  body,  or  any  particular  can- 
ton, fhould  be  attacked  by  a foreign  power,  the 
king  engaged  to  affift  them  with  as  many 
forces  as  were  judged  neceffary  ; and  3,  iliould 
diffentions  arife  between  the  contracting  cantons, 
the  king  was,  at  the  requeft  of  the  aggrieved 
party,  to  employ  his  mediation,  and  that  failing, 
he  bound  both  himfelf  and  his  fucceffor  to  compel 
the  aggreffor  to  abide  by  the  treaties  concluded 
between  the  cantons  and  their  allies.  This  laid 
article,  as  it  authorized  the  interference  of  the 
King  of  France  with  the  politics  of  Switzerland, 
appeared  dangerous  to  many  of  the  Swifs,  and 
inconfiftent  with  that  abfolute  independence, 
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which  they  had  hitherto  prized  above  all  other- 
advantages. 

France  having  long  in  vain  attempted  to 
perfuade  the  Proteftant  cantons  to  join  the 
alliance,  for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  a general 
treaty  with  the  whole  Helvetic  body,  at  length 
fucceeded,  after  much  oppofition.  This  im- 
portant league  was  concluded  at  Soleure  in  May 
177  7,  between  the  king  of  France  on  one  fide, 
and  the  thirteen  cantons  and  their  allies  on  the 
other,  to  continue  in  force  during  fifty  years. 
By  this  treaty  it  is  agreed,  that  on  the  invafion 
of  France  the  cantons  and  their  allies  fhall 
furnifh  an  additional  levy  of  fix  thoufand  men  ; 
and  if  the  cantons,  or  any  of  their  allies,  are 
attacked,  the  king,  if  required,  engages  to 
furnilh  them,  at  his  own  expence,  with  fuch 
fuccours  as  may  be  deemed  neceffary.  That 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Catholic  cantons 
in  1715,  which  related  to  the  mediation  of  the 
king,  in  cafe  of  any  difputes  between  the  thir- 
teen cantons,  is  very  wifely  omitted. 

Before  this  alliance,  none  of  the  Proteftant 
ffates  received  penfions  from  France  ; but  by 
the  fixteenth  article,  the  Proteflants  of  Glarus 
and  Appenzel,  and  the  town  of  Bienne,  agreed 
to  accept  les  argents  de  paix  et  d*  alliance , as 

thefe 
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thefe  fubfidies  are  here  called.  The  acceptance 
of  penfions  derogates  greatly  from  that  fpliit 
of  abfolute  independence,  which  all  the  Pio» 
teftant  ftates  of  Switzerland  have,  hitheito 
affedled  to  profefs  ; and  it  would  have  reflected 
much  greater  honour  on  the  Swiis  nation,  had 
the  whole  body  imitated  Zuric,  Bern, 
and  Schaffhaufen,  in  forming  the  league  upon 
terms  of  perfect  equality,  and  rejecting  the 
proffered  penfions,  which  give  an  air  01  venality 

to  their  treaties  with  France. 

It  has  long  been  a controverted  queftion, 
whether  Switzerland  gains  or  lofes  by  furnifli- 
ing  troops,  according  to  the  tenor  of  her  alli- 
ance with  France,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and 
Holland.  It  has  been  urged,  that  without  thefe 
fupplies  to  foreign  nations,  Switzerland  would 
be  overftocked  with  inhabitants,  and  tne  natives 
compelled,  like  the  northern  hordes  or  oid,  to 
emigrate  for  fubfiftence,  as  in  many  paits  there 
is.  no  commerce,  and  the  mountainous  trace. s 
cannot  fupply  fufficient  provifion  tor  the  inha- 
bitants. In  reply  it  may  be  alleged,  that  the 
Swifs  do  not  ufe  all  the  refources  in  their  power  : 
commerce  might  be  more  generally  cultivated 
and  encouraged  ; as  there  is  no  part  or  Swit- 
zerland far  removed  from  the  principal  rivers 

and 
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and  great  lakes,  molt  of  which  have  a direct 
communication  with  the  fea. 

But,  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  not 
exhaufted  all  the  advantages  to  which  they 
might  refort,  let  them  look  back  on  antient 
Greece,  and  the  immenfe  populoufnefs  of  fo 
confined  a country ; or,  what  is  more  open  to 
their  obfervation,  let  them  confider  the  prefent 
Late  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  the  abund- 
ance which  thofe  induftrious  people  enjoy  on  a 
tradl  of  land  fnatched  from  an  element  perpe- 
tually reclaiming  its  prior  occupancy  ! But  the 
Swifs  need  not  be  reminded  of  antient ‘or  foreign 
examples  : Geneva  and  St.  Gallen  are,  for  their 
extent,  exceedingly  populous ; and  yet  the  pro- 
ductions of  their  lands  are  by  no  means  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupport  all  the  inhabitants.  Appenzel 
and  Vallengin  are  entirely  mountainous  ; never- 
thelefs  both  thofe  diftridts  are  remarkably  well 
peopled,  and  derive,  from  commerce  and  induf* 
try,  all  the  neceiTaries  of  life  in  great  abund- 
ance. Indeed  Switzerland  is  fo  far  from  being 
overftocked  with  inhabitants,  that  in  moft  of 
the  great  towns  there  is  a manifeft  deficiency  ; 
and  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country,  hands  are 
frequently  wanting  for  the  common  purpofes  of 
agriculture. 
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Thefe  reflections  feem  to  prove  the  miitaken 
policy  of  Switzerland,  in  letting  out  her  troops 
to  foreign  Hates,  On  the  contrary,  many  cir- 
cumftances  may  be  alleged  in  its  favour.  I his 
praCtice  has  tended  to  keep  up  the  military 
fpirit  of  the  Swifs,  even  during  a date  or  pro- 
found  peace,  which  has  now  continued,  with 
few  interruptions,  for  three  hundred  years.  I he 
Hates  not  only  have  in  conftant  referve,  and 
without  expence,  a body  of  welhdifciplined 
forces,  which  they  can  recal  at  a moment’s  . 
warning  5 but  it  becomes  the  interefl,  for  that 
reafon,  of  thofe  powers  whom  they  furnifh 
with  men,  not  to  foment  any  divifions,  which 
might  render  the  prefence  of  their  troops  necef- 
fary  at  home.  Add  to  this,  that  the  privileges 
which  the  Swifs  enjoy  in  France,  and  the 
advantageous  articles,  relating  to  commerce, 
fecured  to  them  in  all  their  treaties,  feem  to 
ftrengthen  the  argument  for  continuing  their 
military  connections  with  that  kingdom. 

This  argument,  however,  would  be  more 
conclufive,  if  thofe  privileges  were  (till  preferved 
in  the  fame  latitude  as  was  granted  by  tire  ninth 
article  of  the  Perpetual  Peace  concluded  with 
Francis!,  in  151b,  and  confirmed  by  feveral 
fucceflive  treaties.  But  the  cafe  is  far  otherwife- 
The  immunities  have  been  gradually  and  almofl 
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imperceptibly  violated  : the  Swifs  merchants 
were  fubjeCted  to  the  poll-tax,  and  frelh  duties* 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  their  rights,  impofed 
on  their  merchandize.  During  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  Duke  d\Aiguillon,  the  Swifs 
complaining  of  thefe  infractions,  a negotiation 
was  begun  at  Soleure  with  the  French  ambaf- 
fador,  which  produced,  however,  no  other 
effeCt  than  a (hort  letter  from  the  minider* 
declining  to  redrefs  the  grievances. 

On  the  late  renovation  of  the  Perpetual  Peace, 
in  1777,  it  was  expeCted  that  this  matter  of  diff 
pute  would  be  amicably  adjufted  \ and  the  Count 
de  Vergennes  infinuated,  that  fuch  was  the 
intention  of  the  court  of  Verfailles.  Many  can- 
tons, and  particularly  Zuric,  were  principally 
induced  by  thefe  expectations  to  accede  to  the 
alliance ; but  not  wholly  trading  to  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  French  cabinet,  it  was  infilled  that 
an  article  explaining  and  confirming  the  faid 
privileges  diould  be  inferted  in  the  new  treaty* 
The  minider,  with  his  ufual  addrefs,  eluded  a 
direCl  mention  of  the  demanded  rights  ; but, 
not  to  lofe  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  at  a 
time  when  he  mod  wifhed  to  obtain  it,  the 
king  engaged,  by  the  1 8th  article,  to  preferve 
to  the  Swifs  th  of e privileges  and  advantages  to  which 

they. 
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they  had  a legitimate  right,  and  which  they  had 
hitherto  enjoyed  in  France  ; and  the  Swifs  agreed 
to  poftpone  the  precife  determination  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the faid  privileges  to  future  conferences, 
wherein  thofe  matters  jhould  be  regulated  with  fide- 
lity  and  equity . 

It  is  a matter  of  aflonifliment  that  the  Swifs 
were  contented  with  fo  ambiguous  a declaration, 
or  were  induced  to  believe,  that  the  French 
court  would  preferve  to  them  their  legitimate 
immunities,  in  the  moment  when  that  legitimacy 
was  a fubjed  of  contention.  ihe  Helvetic 
body  had  foon  occafion  to  repent  of  their  cre- 
dulity: for,  in  1781,  the  king  of  France  blued 
an  edict  irrevocably  fubjeding  the  Swifs,  who 
poffefs  lands  in  France,  to  the  poll-tax,  and  to 
all  national  impofts,  and  laid  the  lame  duties 
on  their  merchandize  imported  into  France,  ax 
are  paid  by  the  merchants  of  other  countries, 
cheefe  and  linens  excepted,  which  were  taxed  at 
a reduced  value. 

But  a (till  feverer  blow  was  levelled  againll 
the  Swifs  in  1786;  when,  notwithstanding  the 
exp  refs  refervation  granted  in  the  Perpetual  Peace, 
the  importation  of  their  linens  was  prohibited 
in  France.  The  prohibition  of  this  brancn  of 
commerce,  which  furnifhed  employment  to  fo 

many  hands  in  various  parts  of  Switzerland, 

particularly 
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particularly  in  the  cantons  of  Zuric,  Glarus. 
and  Appenzel,  and  was  alrnoll  the  foie  re~ 
fource  of  the  natives,  fpread  a fenfible  alarm ; 
but  was  not  produ<fhve  of  ferious  confequences® 
After  the  firft  furprife  and  agitation,  the  induftry 
of  the  Swifs  was  not  abated  ; and  the  linens 
found  their  way  into  France,  either  by  contra* * 
band  trade,  or  by  contrafl  with  the  French 
Eafblndia  Company® 


LETTER  22® 

The  Canton  of  Zug * 

Zug,  Auguft  5. 

117  E yeffcerday  quitted  Zuric  *,  and  walked 
to  Albis,  a fmall  village  about  three 
leagues  diftant,  fituated  near  the  fummit  of  a 
mountain,  much  vifited  by  travellers^  for  the 
variety  and  extent  of  the  profpecL 

We 


* i have  in  this  part  arranged  the  preceding  letters 
differently  from  the  former  editions,  and  according  to 
the  journal  of  my  tour  in  1785  ; though  I did  not  at  that 

time 
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Zug. 

We  fortunately  efcaped  a violent  fhower  of 
rain,  accompanied  with  a florin,  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  which  had  threatened  for  fome  time, 
and  began  immediately  upon  our  arrival ; but 
we  were  well  houfed  ; and  our  hod  gave  us  a 
good  fupper  and  an  excellent  bottle  of  Mufcat 
wine.  We  were  abroad  this  morning  by  five, 
and  had  a very  agreeable  walk  to  Zug  ; the 
weather,  which  had  of  late  been  very  fultry, 
being  cooled  by  the  lightning  and  rain.  We 
patted  over  the  field  of  battle  at  Cappel,  where 
Zuingle  was  ilain  $ regretting  this  inflance  of 
difunion  between  the  Swifs  republics,  and 
lamenting  the  premature  death  of  that  great 
reformer.  We  purfued  our  journey  through  a 
pleafant  country,  fo  thickly  planted  with  fruit- 
trees,  that  I could  hardly  diflinguifli  any  other 


time  proceed  from  Soleure  to  Zuric,  yet  I have  thought 
proper  to  refume  the  order  of  my  firft  journey  in  1776, 
and  to  bring  the  reader  back  to  Zuric,  from  whence  I 
take  my  departure,  as  before,  to  Zug.  The  traveller 
who  enters  Switzerland  at  Schaff  haufen,  and  quits  it  at 
Geneva  or  Neuchatel,  will  perhaps  find  tins  itmeraiy 
from  Zuric  to  Bafie,  Bienne,  Soleure,  and  thence  to 
Bern  and  Lucern,  more  convenient  than  that  irora. 
Zuric  immediately  to  Zug  and  Lucern  ; while  thofL 
who  quit  Switzerland  at  Bade  will  prefer  the  latter. 

fort. 


iOit„  Indeed,  we  had  before  remarked  the 
prodigious  number  of  fruit-trees  in  feveral  other 
parts  of  Switzerland,  which  is  In  many  places 
alrnofl  a continued  orchard. 

Zug,  the  capital,  (lands  delightfully  upon  the 
edge  of  a beautiful  lake,  in  a fertile  valley, 
abounding  with  corn,  pailure,  and  wood.  This 
canton  formerly  belonged  to  the  Houfe  of 
Aulhia,  and  continued  faithful  to  that  family 
when  the  neighbouring  hates  had  formed  them- 
felves  into  independent  republics.  As  it  lies 
between  Zuric  and  Schweitz,  the  communica- 
tion between  thofe  two  cantons  was  maintained 
with  difficulty ; and  by  this  means  frequent 
opportunities  were  afforded  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auflria  of  invading  and  haraffing  the  Swifs. 
Under  thefe  cnTum fiances,  the  fix  allied  can- 
tons, in  135 j^d  hege  to  Zug,  which  was 
refolutely  defended  by  the  inhabitants ; but 
as  Albert  duke  of  Auilria  was  unable  to 
affift  them,  the  town  at  length  furrendered 
upon  the  moll  honourable  conditions.  The 
generofity  of  the  conquerors  was  equal  to  the 
courage  of  the  vanquifhed  ; for,  in  confequence 
of  this  fubmiffion,  the  canton  of  Zug  was  deli- 
vered. from  the  yoke  of  a foreign  mailer; 
obtained  liberty  and  independence ; and  was 
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equal  terms. 

The  government  of  this  little  canton  is  ex- 
ceedingly complicated  ; and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  have  fomewhat  more  influence,  and 
enjoy  a greater  fhare  in  the  adminiffration  of 
affairs,  than  thofe  of  the  capital  burghs  in  the 
five  other  democratical  cantons.  The  fupreme 
power  refides  in  the  inhabitants  of  Zug,  Bar, 
Egeri,  and  Meutzingen,  who  affemble  yearly  to 
enadt  laws,  and  chufe  their  magiftrates.  The 
Landamman,  reciprocally  elected  from  each 
of  the  four  diffridts,  continues  three  years  in 
office  when  taken  from  Zug,  and  but  two  years 
when  chofen  from  each  of  the  three  other 
diffridts.  The  general  adminift ration  of  affairs 
is  entrufted  to  the  council  of  regency,  compofed 
of  forty  members,  of  whom  thirteen  are  fupplied 
by  the  diftridt  of  Zug,  and  twenty-feven  feledted 
equally  from  the  three  remaining  communities. 
This  council,  as  well  as  the  Landamman,  refides 
always  in  the  capital  *0 

* Zug  was  the  only  one  of  the  final!  cantons  which  did 
not  fend  its  contingent  to  the  army,  but  made  a ihow  of 
fefiftance  to  the  impofition  of  the  new  conftitution.  On 
the  29th  of  April  Zug  was  invefted  by  French  troops, 
furrendered  on  the  30th,  and  on  the  lit  of  May  accepted 
the  new  conftitution. 
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Ofwald,  one  of  our  old  Britifli  kings,  is  the 
titular  faint  of  this  place ; and  in  the  church  is 
his  itatue,  with  the  following  infcription : 

Sane! us  Ofwaldus  Rex  Anglia  Patronus  hujus  Ecclefa . 

Ofwald  * was  a king’  of  Northumberland  in  the 
feventh  century  ; and  is  much  renowned  among 
the  monkifh  writers  for  his  chaftity,  piety,  and 
power  of  working  miracles*  I have  endeavoured 
to  difeover  the  connection  between  a Britifli  king, 
under  the  heptarchy,  and  a fmall  canton  of 
Switzerland;  without  reflecting,  how  fruitlefs 
is  the  attempt  to  give  any  reafon  for  long-efta» 
bliflied  cuftoms.  In  the  church  of  Rome, 
faints  are  eafily  tranfplanted  into  any  foil ; and 
caprice,  as  well  as  fuperflition,  may  have  inclined 
the  inhabitants  of  Zug  to  adore  a faint,  whofe 
name  is  barely  known  in  his  own  country, 

I am,  &c® 

* See  an  account  of  Ofwald,  who  was  defeated  and 
flam  in  624,  by  Peuda,  king  of  the  Mercians,  in  Pen- 
nant’s Tour  to  Wales,  voh  i.  p.  258® 
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The  Town  and  Canton  of  Lucern  — General 

Pfffer’s  Model 

took  boat  at  Zug,  and  being  rowed 
acrofs  the  lake,  which  is  about  three 
leagues  long  and  one  broad,  were  landed  at  a 
village  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz.  From  thence 
we  walked  to  KulTnach,  capital  of  a bailliage 
fubje£t  to  Schweitz,  and  in  our  way  palled  by  a 
fmall  chapel  facred  to  William  Tell,  ere&ed  on 
the  fpot  where,  it  is  faid,  he  (hot  the  Auftrian 
governor.  At  KulTnach,  we  embarked  upon 
the  lake  of  Lucern,  and  were  much  (truck  upon 
our  approach  with  the  fine  fituation  of  that  town, 
and  the  noble  amphitheatre  of  mountains,  which 
border  the  lake. 

Lucern,  originally  fubject  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  was  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  when  thofe  can- 
tons had  fecured  their  independence.  Her 
commerce  to  Italy  was  interrupted  ; her  fairs 
unfrequented ; and  her  citizens  compelled  to 
be  continually  under  arms,  in  order  to  protect 
their  territory  from  incelTant  depredations: 

S 2 Under 
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Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
imprudently  loading  the  citizens  with  exorbitant 
taxes,  Lucern  made  her  peace  with  the  confede- 
rate  cantons  ; and,  expelling  the  Auftrian  party, 
entered  into  a perpetual  alliance  with  Uri7 
Schweitz,  and  Under walden,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Helvetic  union. 

The  acceffion  of  Lucern  gave  additional 
credit  and  power  to  the  confederacy,  and  enabled 
it  to  refill  all  the  efforts  of  a great  and  impla** 
cable  enemy.  In  1386,  Leopold  duke  of 
Auffria  invaded  the  canton  with  a numerous 
army ; when  the  combined  troops  gained  a 
bloody  viffory  at  Sempach,  in  which  Leopold 
loft  his  life.  In  the  accounts  of  this  battle,  an 
inftance  of  private  valour  is  recorded,  which7 
would  have  done  honour  even  to  a Grecian  oi\ 
a Roman  name,  and  only  require  the  pen  of  a 
Thucydides  or  a Livy  to  equal  in  fame  the 
exploits  of  the  moft  admired  heroes  of  anti- 
quity. The  Auftrian  army,  far  fuperior  in 
number,  was  drawn  up  in  firm  battalion,  ac- 
coutred in  heavy  armour,  and  furniftted  with 
long  pikes,  which  they  prefented  before  them. 
The  Swifs  troops  were  led  to  the  attack  in  the 
form  of  a wedge,  in  order  to  open  their  way 
into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  to  break  the 
foliditv  of  the  battalion.  The  Auftrians,  never- 
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thelefs,  continued  impenetrable,  till  Arnold  de 
Winkelried  rufhed  alone  upon  the  enemy  to 
certain  death,  and,  feizing  as  many  pikes  as  he 
could  grafp,  endeavoured  to  force  through  the 
ranks  ; but  he  was  killed  in  the  attempt.  His 

patriotic  valour,  however,  was  not  exerted  in 

♦ 

vain : it  inflamed  the  Swifs  with  new  courage, 
and  taught  the  only  method  of  penetrating  into 
the  battalion,  which  they  at  length  effected, 
after  the  mo  ft  defperate  efforts. 

Leopold  himfelf  might  have  efcaped,  when 
his  troops  firft  began  to  give  way  5 but,  with  a 
magnanimity  worthy  of  a better  fate,  he  would 
not  furvive  fo  ignominious  a day,  and  ruffl- 
ing among  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  was  flam, 
in  the  arfenal  are  ftill  prefer ved  his  armour, 
together  with  a large  quantity  of  cords,  with 
which,  according  to  tradition,  he  intended  to 
bind  the  citizens  of  Lucern.  The  keeper  of  the 
arfenal  difplayed  them  to  us  with  the  fame  kind 
of  triumph,  as  the  man,  who  ftiows  the  Tower 
of  London,  points  out  the  chains  taken  on 
board  of  the  Spanifli  armada,  which  Philip  the 
Second  is  faid  to  have  deftined  for  the  principal 
nobility  of  England. 

The  government  of  Lucern  is  entirely  arifto- 
cratical,  or  rather  oligarchical.  The  fovereign 
power  refides  in  the  Council  of  one  hundred, 
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comprifmg  the  Senate  or  Little  Council.  The 
Great  Council  is  the  nominal  fovereign ; but 
the  whole  power  actually  re  Tides  in  the  fenate3 
confifting  of  thirty-fix  members,  who  are  formed 
into  two  divifions,  exercifing  the  office  by  rota- 
tion. The  members  of  the  fenate  are  neither 
confirmed  by  the  Sovereign  Council,  nor  by 
the  citizens,  but  are  only  dependent  upon 
themfelves ; the  divifion  which  retires  at  the 
end  of  fix  months,  confirming  that  which 
comes  into  office.  Befides,  the  vacant  places 
in  the  Senate  being  filled  by  its  own  body,  the 
power  remains  in  the  poffeffion  of  a few 
patrician  families,  and,  as  the  fon  generally 
fucceeds  his  father,  or  the  brother  his  brother, 
the  fenatorial  dignity  may  be  confidered  as 
hereditary. 

The  adminiflration  of  the  current  affairs,  the 
care  of  the  police,  the  management  of  the 
finances,  and  the  wffiole  executive  power,  refide 
in  the  Senate,  which  fits  conftantly  ; whereas 
the  Sovereign  Council  is  affembled  only  upon 
important  occafions.  The  Senate  has  cogni- 
zance of  criminal  caufes  ; but  in  cafe  of  capital 
condemnation,  the  Sovereign  Council  is  con- 
voked in  order  to  pronounce  the  fentence  ; a 
pra&ice  worthy  of  imitation  l for  the  condemn- 
ation of  a criminal  cannot  be  too  maturely 
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weighed ; and  great  folemnity  ufed  in  pronoun- 
cing the  fentence,  muft  make  a deep  impreflion 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  In  civil  caufes, 
an  appeal  lies  from  the  Senate  to  the  Sovereign 
Council  j but  this  mult  be  a meie  foimality 
as,  in  fad,  it  is  an  appeal  from  the  fenators  in 
one  court  to  the  fame  fenators  in  another® 
Indeed,  their  influence  over  the  Sovereign 
Council  muft  neceffarily  be  abfolute : for  they 
themfelves  conftitute  above  a third  or  that  body, 
chufe  their  own  members,  and  confer  the  prin- 
cipal charges  of  government®  They  nominate 
alfo  to  the  ecclefiaftical  benefices,  which  are 
very  considerable  \ near  two  thirds  oi  the  reve- 
nues of  the  canton  belonging  to  the  clergy® 

The  chiefs  of  the  republic  are  two  avoyers, 
chofen  from  the  Senate  by  the  Sovereign 
Council,  and  confirmed  annually.  In  all 
elections,  the  relations  of  the  candidates,  to  the 
third  degree,  are  excluded  from  voting  ; and 
neither  the  father  and  the  fon,  nor  two  brothers, 
can  be  members  of  the  Senate  at  the  fame  time® 
Excellent  in'ftitutions,  one  fhould  think,  to  pre» 
vent  the  too  great  influence  of  family  connec- 
tions ! excellent  indeed  in  theory,  but  ufelefs 
in  pradice  : this  circumftance  proves,  that  when, 
the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  is  oligarchical,  all 
laws  enaded  for  the  purpofe  of  counterading 

S 4 the 


264  LETTER  23, 

the  power  of  the  nobles,  are  mere  cyphers. 
In  fome  few  inftances,  however,  the  authority 
or  the  nobles  is  controuled  \ for,  in  declaring 
war  and  peace,  forming  new  alliances,  or  im- 
pofmg  taxes,  the  citizens  mud  be  affembled, 
and  give  their  confent 

Lucern 

* Lucern,  like  Soleure,  affords  a ftriking  example 
that  the  fubjeds  of  an  oligarchical  hate  may  be  not  only 
fatisfied  with  the  government  from  which  they  are 
excluded,  but  even  averfe  to  all  innovation.  Not  all  the 
cabals  of  the  French  agents,  not  all  the  clamours  of  the 
difaffeded,  not  all  the  exaggerations  of  the  grievances 
under  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  labour,  could  induce 
the  people  to  think  themfelves  oppreffed.  They  rejected, 
the  proffered  equality,  and  it  was  not  without  great 
oppofition  that  the  magiftrates,  rather  than  the  people, 
on  the  31ft  of  January,  declared  themfelves  a provifional 
government,  and  announced  their  readinefs  to  accept 
a democratical  conftitution.  Yet  fuch  was  the  averfion 
of  the  people  to  the  new  order  of  things,  that  the  ancient 
magiftrates  were  invefted  with  the  provifional  govern- 
ment, and  the  national  delegates  did  not  affembie  inde- 
pendently of  the  provifional  government  till  the  14th  of 
Ivj  -irch,  when  Bern  had  furrendered  to  the  French  arms. 

During  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revolution,  Lucern 
aded  with  great  fpirit,  and  was  inclined  to  join  in  defence 
oi  her  own  independence,  as  well  as  in  fupport  of  the 
Helvetic  union. 

In  an  fiver  to  a fummons  from  Bern,  the  magiftrates, 
on  the  2d  of  Marrch,  replied  : “ We  obferve  that  the 
demands  of  General  Brune,  if  acceded  to,  would  en- 
danger not  only  the  liberties  of  Bern,  but  the  independ- 
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Lucern  being  the  fir  ft  In  rank  and  power 
among  the  Catholic  cantons,  is  the  refidence  of 
the  Pope’s  nuncio,  and  all  affairs  relative  to 

religion 


ence  of  the  Helvetic  confederacy.  We  have  therefore 
determined,  with  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  that  the  regiment  in  the 
canton  of  Bern  fhall  march  wherever  neceffity  requires., 
and  that  a fecond  regiment  fhall  fpeedily  follow.”  On 
the  third  a declaration  was  fent  to  Zuric  : s‘  We  and 
the  people  are  unanimoufly  refolved  to  facrifice  our  lives 
and  property  in  defence  of  liberty  againft  foreign  inva- 
fion.  The  alarm-bell  will  be  inftantly  founded  ; and  we 
exhort  you  to  adopt  the  fame  refolution  : our  religion, 
liberty,  property,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  us, 
are  in  danger.  We  will  (how  ourfelves  worthy  of  our 
forefathers  ; like  free  people,  we  wall  either  conquer  or 
die.  Thefe  are  our  refolutions ; thefe  are  the  refolutions 
of  all  our  people.”  (Meifter,  p.  ii.  p.  8.)  But  it  was 
now  too  late  ; Bern  had  already  furrendered,  and  the 
troops  of  Lucern,  difgufted  with  the  infubordination  of 
the  Bernefe,  retreated  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
territory. 

Notwithftanding  the  furrender  of  Bern  and  the 
defertion  of  Zuric,  a numerous  body  of  peafants  de- 
manded the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  ancient  government, 
and  joined  the  troops  of  the  fmall  cantons,  to  refill  the 
entrance  of  the  French  ; and  the  wdiole  canton  did  not 
acquiefce  without  much  oppofition  and  bloodlhed.  A 
corps  of  French,  after  a fhort  inveftment,  entered 
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religion  are  treated  in  the  annual  diet  which 
affembles  in  this  town,  compofed  of  the  deputies 
of  thofe  cantons.  The  town  contains  fcarcely 
three  thoufand  inhabitants,  has  no  manufactures 
of  any  confequence,  and  little  commerce. 
Learning  nowhere  meets  with  lefs  encourage- 
ment, and  confequently  is  nowhere  lefs  culti- 
vated. What  a contrail  to  Zuric  ! Yet,  under 
thefe  difad  vantages,  a few  perfons  have  made 
no  inconfiderable  progrefs  in  literature.  Among 
thefe  the  moll  confpicuous  is  M.  Balthafar, 
member  of  the  Senate,  who  polfeifes  a library 
rich  in  books  relative  to  the  hiflory  of  Switzer- 
land, in  which  he  is  extremely  converfant,  and 
his  publications  already  given  to  the  world,  and 
thofe  now  preparing  for  the  prefs,  prove  that 
he  knows  how  to  ufe  them.  Elis  works  are, 
for  the  moll  part,  in  the  German  and  Latin 
tongues  ; they  contain  biographical  anecdotes  of 
feveral  illullrious  Swifs,  elucidate  various  im- 
portant parts  in  the  general  hiflory  of  Switzer- 
land, but  more  particularly  relate  to  the  canton 


Lucern  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  reduced  the  people 
to  unconditional  fubmiffion. 

Soon  after  this  event  Lucern  became  the  feat  of  the 
new  Helvetic  government. 
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of  Lucent.  His  fon,  a member  of  the  Great 
Council;,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  for  his  col- 
lection of  Englifh  books,  and  the  zeal  with 
which  he  endeavours  to  propagate  a knowledge 
of  our  literature.  I have  alfo  no  lefs  fatisfadion 
in  adding,  that,  fmce  my  firlt  expedition  into 
thefe  parts,  fcience  is  more  cultivated  ; that  the 
principles  of  toleration  are  better  underftood  and 
more  widely  diffufed,  and  that  a literary  fo» 
eiety  is  eftabliflied  for  the  promotion  of  polite 
learning. 

The  population  of  the  canton  has  confider- 
ably  increafed  within  this  century  ; a fure  proof 
of  a mild  and  equitable  government.  The 
inhabitants  are  principally  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture. The  fouthern  parts  of  the  canton  are 
chiefly  mountainous,  and  furnifli  for  export* 
ation  cattle,  hides,  cheefe,  and  butter.  The 
northern  diflridl  is  fruitful  in  corn,  which  being 
more  than  fuflkient  for  the  confumption  of  the 
canton,  there  is  a conftant  exportation  from  the 
weekly  market  held  in  the  town,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fmall  cantons  refort,  for  the 
purchafe  of  that  and  other  neceflaries.  The 
overplus  for  the  fupply  of  this  market  is  drawn 
from  Suabia  and  Alface.  This  commerce, 
which,  together  with  the  palfage  of  the  mer« 
chandize  for  Italy,  is  the  chief  fupport  of  the 
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town,  might  be  exceedingly  improved  and  aug- 
mented, con fi dering  its^  advantageous  fituation  ; 
for  the  Reufs  ihues  from  the  lake,  paifes 
through  the  town,  and,  having  joined  the  Aar, 
falls  into  the  Rhine. 

The  cathedral  and  the  Jefuits  church  are  the 
only  public  buildings  worthy  of  obfervation ; 
but  are  overloaded  with  rich  ornaments,  and 
difgraced  by  bad  paintings.  In  the  cathedra! 
is  an  organ  of  a fine  tone,  and  extraordinary 
fize:  the  centre  pipe,  as  the  pried  allured 
is  forty  feet  in  length,  near  three  in  diameter, 
and  weighs  eleven  hundred  pounds.  The 
bridges  which  fldrt  the  town,  round  the  edge 
of  the  lake,  are  the  fafhionable  walks  of  the 
place,  and  remarkable  for  their  length  ; being 
covered  at  top,  and  open  at  the  fides,  they 
afford  a confiant  view  of  this  delightful  and 
romantic  country;  they  are  decorated  with 

coarfe  paintings,  reprefenting  the  hidories  of  the 

« 

Old  Tedament,  the  battles  of  the  Swifs,  and  the 
dance  of  Death. 

On  our  arrival  at  Lueern,  we  fent  a letter 
of  recommendation  to  General  Phifer,  a native 
of  this  town,  and  an  officer  in  the  French  fervice* 
He  received  us  immediately,  with  his  ufual  civk 
iity,  and  fhowed  us  his  topographical  reprefent« 
ation  of  the  mod  mountainous  part  of  Switzer- 
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land,  which  well  deferves  the  attention  of  the 
curious  traveller.  It  is  a model  in  relief,  and 
What  was  finilhed  in  1776  comprifed  about 
fixty  fquare  leagues,  in  the  cantons  of  Lucent, 
Zug,  Bern,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden* 
The  model  was  twelve  feet  long,  and  nine  and  a 
half  broad. 

The  compofition  is  principally  a maftic  of 
charcoal,  lime,  clay,  a little  pitch,  with  a thin 
coat  of  wax  ; and  is  fo  hard  as  to  be  trod  upon 
without  receiving  the  lead  damage.  The  whole 
is  painted  with  colours  reprefenting  the  objects 
as  they  exid  in  nature.  It  is  worthy  of  parti- 
cular obfervation,  that  not  only  the  woods  of 
oak,  beech,  pine,  and  other  trees,  are  didin- 
guiflied,  but  alfo  the  drata  of  the  rocks  marked  ; 
each  being  fhaped  upon  the  fpot,  and  formed 
with  granite,  gravel,  calcareous  done,  or  fuch 
other  natural  fubdances  as  compofe  the  original 
mountains.  The  plan  is  indeed  fo  minutely 
exact,  as  to  comprife  not  only  all  the  moun* 
tains,  lakes,  rivers,  towns,  villages,  and  foreds  ;■ 
but  every  cottage,  every  torrent,  every  bridge,’ 
every  road,  and  even  every  path,  is  didindtly 
and  accurately  reprefented. 

General  Pfiffer  has  already  been  employed  in 
this  work  about  ten  years,  with  adonilhing  pa- 
tience and  affiduity  ; he  himfelf  took  the  plans 
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upon  the  fpot,  and  laid  down  the  elevations 
of  the  mountains  in  their  refpeclive  propor- 
tions. In  the  profecution  of  this  laborious 
performance,  he  was  twice  arrefted  for  a fpy, 
and  in  the  popular  cantons  frequently  worked 
by  moonlight,  in  order  to  avoid  the  jealoufy 
of  the  peafants,  who  think  their  liberty  would 
be  endangered,  fhould  an  exafi  plan  be  taken 
of  their  country.  Being  obliged  to  remain 
fome  time  upon  the  tops  of  the  Alps,  where 
no  proviffion  can  be  procured,  he  generally 
carries  with  him  a few  fire-goats,  whofe  milk 
fupplies  him  with  nourifhment.  Indeed  his 
perfeverance  in  furmounting  the  difficulties  that 
have  arifen  in  the  courfe  of  this  undertaking, 
is  alnrofl  inconceivable.  When  he  has  finifhed 
any  particular  part,  he  fends  for  the  peafants  and 
chajfeurs  who  refide  near  the  fpot,  and  bids  them 
examine  accurately  each  mountain,  whether  it 
correfponds,  as  far  as  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fcale 
will  admit,  with  its  natural  appearance ; then, 
by  frequently  retouching,  he  corrects  the  defi- 
ciencies. He  takes  his  elevations  from  the  level 
of  the  lake  of  Lucern,  which,  according  to 
Sauffure,  is  about  fourteen  hundred  and  eight 
feet  above  the  Mediterranean. 

This  model,  exhibiting  the  mo  ft  mountainous 
parts  of  Switzerland,  conveys  a fublime  pi&ure 
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-of  immenfe  alps  piled  one  upon  another  ; as  if 
the  (lory  of  the  Titans  were  realized,  and  they 
had  fucceeded  (at  lead  in  one  fpot  of  the  globe) 
in  heaping  Pelion  upon  Offa,  and  OiTa  upon 
Olympus.  The  general  informed  me,  that  the 
tops  of  the  alps  which  eroded  Switzerland  in  the 
fame  line  are  nearly  of  the  fame  level ; or  in 
other  words,  that  there  are  continued  chains  of 
mountains  of  the  fame  elevation,  riling  in  pro- 
greffion  to  the  highed  range  ; and  from  thence 
gradually  defeending  towards  Italy.  He  is 
exceedingly  polite  and  affable  to  itrangers,  and 
ever  ready  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  travellers, 
in  pointing  out  the  bed  roads,  and  in  acquaint- 
mg  them  with  the  places  mod  worthy  of  obferv- 
ation. 

Near  Lucern  is  Mount  Pilate,  formerly  called 
Mons  Pileatus , from  the  Latin  word  pilea,  becaufe 
its  top  is  generally  covered  with  a cloud  or  cap. 
This  word  has  been  corrupted  into  Pilatus , from 
which  alteration  a thoufand  ridiculous  dories 
have  been  invented ; among  others,  that  Pon- 
tius Pilate,  after  having  condemned  our  Saviour 
to  death,  was  feized  with  remorfe,  made  an 
excurdon  into  Switzerland,  and  drowned  him- 
felf  in  a lake  at  the  top  of  the  mountain.  This 
corruption  of  a word,  and  the  abfurd  legend 
fabricated  from  its  alteration,  will  naturally 
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remind  you  of  feveral  fables  of  fimilar  abfur« 
dity,  ferioully  related  by  the  Greek  writers 
a circumftance  which  my  very  worthy  and 
learned  friend  Mr.  Bryant  has  fo  amply  and 
ably  difcuffed  in  his  Analyfis  of  antient  Mytho- 
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I am.  See. 


Having,  in  three  fucceffive  vifits  to  Lucerne 
obferved  the  gradual  progrefs  of  General  PfifFeTs 
model,  and  in  Auguft  1786  feen  it  completed* 
I am  enabled  to  add  fome  particulars,  partly 
from  my  own  obfervation,  and  partly  commu- 
nicated by  the  ingenious  artift  himfelf. 

The  model  is  compofed  of  a hundred  and 
forty-two  compartments  of  different  fizes  and 
forms : they  are  refpe&ively  numbered  ; and  the 
whole  can  be  taken  to  pieces  and  united  with 
almofi  as  much  eafe  (if  we  may  compare  great 
things  with  final!)  as  the  diffe&ed  maps,  by 
which  children  are  inftrudfced  in  geography. 

The  lake  of  Lucern,  nearly  the  centre  of 
Switzerland,  forms  alfo  the  centre  of  the  plan, 
which  comprehends  part  of  the  circumjacent 
cantons  of  Zuric,  Zug,  S'chweitz,  Underwalden^ 

Lucern? 


General  Pfiffer's  Model . 273 

Lucern,  and  Bern,  and  a fmal!  portion  of  the 
mountains  of  Glarus.  It  comprehends  a fpace 
of  i8f  leagues*  in  length,  and  11  in  breadth; 
and  the  dimenfions  of  the  model  being  20  feet  f 
and  a half  in  length,  and  12  in  breadth;  203! 
fquare  leagues  are  reprefented  on  a parallelogram 
of  246  feet,  or  about  two  Engiilli  miles  and  \ 
by  a fquare  EngliOi  foot.  The  highefl  point  of 
the  model  from  the  level  of  the  centre  is  about 
ten  inches ; and  as  the  mod  elevated  mountain 
reprefented  therein  rifes  1475  toifes,  or  9440 
feet,  above  the  lake  of  Lucern,  at  a grofs 
calculation,  the  height  of  an  inch  in  the  model 
is  equivalent  to  about  900  feet.  And  it  is 
a matter  of  aftonifhment  to  obferve  the  ftupen* 
dous  works  of  nature  delineated  with  fuch  perfect 
refemblance  in  fo  fmall  a compafs. 

Though  I received  confiderable  fatisfa&ion 
from  the  firft  view  of  this  extraordinary  per- 
formance; yet  I again  contemplated  it  writh 
much  more  pieafure,  and  dill  greater  aftonilh- 
ment,  when  I was  able  to  trace  many  of  my 
various  expeditions,  and  to  recognife  its  furpnb 
fmg  accuracy. 

• A league  is  equal  to  2288  toifesj  or  13,728  French 
feet,  or  14,643  Engliffc  feet. 

f French  feet. 
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The  general  began  this  elaborate  work,  at  the 
age  of  fifty,  and  though  now  in  his  feventieth 
year,  continues  his  annual  expeditions  into 
the  alps,  with  a fpirit  and  ardour  that  would 
fatigue  a much  younger  perfon.  It  is  likewife 
no  lefs  entertaining  than  inflrudtive,  to  hear 
him  expatiate,  with  an  agreeable  vivacity,  on 
the  moll  interefting  obje&s,  which  are  obferved 
on  the  model  He  kindly  fupplied  me  with  the 
following  remarks,  which  I tranlcribe  from  my 
journal  According  to  a rough  calculation^ 
the  height  on  which  fnow  ufually  remains 
during  fummer,  may  be  eftimated  at  1360 
toifes,  or  8704  Englilh  feet,  above  the  level  of 
the  fea ; and  on  which  it  never  melts,  at  14485 
or  9264  feet. 

Among  the  phenomena  of  nature  he  men- 
tioned the  Rigi,  an  infulated  mountain  near 
the  lake  of  Lucern,  twenty-five  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  rifing  to  a perpendicular 
height  of  more  than  four  thoufand  feet  above 
the  furface  of  the  lake  : it  is  entirely  compofed 
of  gravel  and  pudding-flone,  and  muft  have  been 
formed  by  the  waters.  The  Rigi  joins  to  a fmalf 
ridge  of  fand-ftone  running  towards  Schweitz, 

Mount  Pilate  offers  a moft  lingular  curiofity. 
At  the  elevation  of  five  thoufand  feet,  and  in 
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the  moft  perpendicular  part,  near  the  pafture  of 
Brunlen,  is  obferved,  in  the  middle  of  a cavern 
hollowed  in  a black  rock,  a coloiTal  Itatue, 
which  appears  to  be  of  white  llone.  It  is  the 
figure  of  a man  in  'drapery,  leaning  one  elbow 
on  a pedeflal,  with  one  leg  eroded  over  the 
other,  and  io  regularly  formed,  that  it  can 
fcarcely  be  a lupus  nature*  This  flatue  is 
called  Dominic  by  the  peafants,  who  fre- 
quently accoft  it  from  the  only  place  in  which 
it  can  be  feen,  and  when  their  voices  are  re- 
echoed from  the  cavern,  they  fay,  in  the  fim- 

plicity  of  their  hearts,  “ Dominic  has  anfwered 
us.” 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  by  whom,  or  in  what 
manner  this  ftatue  could  be  placed  in  a fituation, 
which  has  hitherto  proved  inacceffible  to  all  who 
have  endeavoured  to  approach  it.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  prefect  century,  one  Huber,  a 
native  of  Krientz,  a neighbouring  village,  at- 
tempted to  defcend  into  the  cavern  by  means  of 
ropes  let  down  from  the  fummit  of  the  rock  \ he 
lucceeded  fo  far  as  to  gain  a near  view  of  this 
lingular  phenomenon,  and  was  again  drawn 
up  in  fafety.  On  a fecond  trial,  as  he  was 
fufpended  in  the  air,  and  endeavoured  to  draw 
himfelf  into  the  cavern  by  fixing  a grapple  to 
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the  ftatue,  the  cord  broke,  and  he  was  dafhed 
to  pieces.  Since  that  dreadful  accident,  no  one 
has  ventured  to  repeat  the  experiment  from  the 
fame  quarter.  Another  trial  to  penetrate  to  the 
ftatue  was  made  in  1 756,  by  General  PfifFer 
and  eight  perfons,  from  a fmall  opening  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  mountain,  in  which  the 
natives  colled:  a white  fubftance  called  mond - 
loch , or  cream  of  the  moon.  As  this  opening 
is  fuppofed  to  communicate  with  the  cavern, 
the  general  and  his  companions  crept  on  their 
hands  and  knees,  one  behind  the  other,  and 
winding  in  the  bed  of  a fmall  torrent,  through 
feveral  narrow  padages,  at  length  difcovered  the 
light  of  the  fun  through  a remote  chafm  ; but 
as  the  diftance  feemed  very  confiderable,  and 
as  the  fall  of  a fingle  done  might  have  ob~ 
ilru&ed  their  return,  they  thought  it  imprudent 
to  venture  any  further,  and  retreated  without 
effefting  their  purpofe. 
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Valley  of  Entlibuch — Zoffingen — Lake  cf  Sempach 
~—Annicverfary  of  the  Battle . 

IN  my  fir  ft  expedition  to  this  country,  I had 
no  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  interior  parts 
of  the  canton  of  Lucern,  which  I afterwards 
Sxaverfed  in  1785  and  1786. 

On  both  thefe  occafions  I patted  from  Bern 
to  Lucern,  one  time  along  the  high  road  lead* 
ing  through  Zoffingen,  Surzee,  and  by  the  lake 
of  Sempach  ; at  the  other,  through  Langenau, 
the  Emme-thal,  and  the  valley  of  Entlibuch,  a 
diftrid  which,  though  not  ufually  frequented 
by  travellers,  yet  highly  deferves  their  atten- 
tion. 

In  the  13th  century,  Entlibuch  was  fubjed 
to  the  counts  of  Wolhaufen,  and  came  by  pur- 
chafe,  in  1299,  to  the  emperor  Albert.  In  the 
following  century  it  was  held  as  a fief  from  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  by  feverai  fucceffive  counts ; 
till  the  natives,  grievoufly  opprefled  by  Peter  of 
Torrenberg,  in  1386,  threw  themfelves  under 
the  protection  of  Lucein.  I hat  republic  con- 
tinued to  poffefs  Entlibuch,  as  a feudal  tenure 
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unoer  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  until  1405  ; when 
the  archduke  Frederic  renounced  all  the  rights 
of  fovereignty. 

hor  above  a century  and  a half,  the  inha- 
bitants, inflamed  with  a defire  of  independ- 
ence, and  excited  by  the  example  of  the 
popular  cantons,  frequently  rofe  in  arms, 
and  attempted  to  eftabiifli  a democracy  ; but 
without  fuccefs.  Their  lad  infurredtion  broke 
out  in  1653;  fume  which  time  they  have  con- 
tinued in  a date  of  perfedl  tranquillity,  under 
the  wife  adminiftration  of  Lucern  ; and  have 
enjoyed,  with  contentment,  the  confiderabie 
privileges  with  which  they  are  endowed 

Ihe  bailliage  of  Entlibuch  extends  from  the 
Emme-thal  in  the  canton  of  Bern,  to  the  bridge 
near  Wertenflein,  about  fifteen  miles  in  length, 
and  nine  in  its  greatefl:  breadth ; and  contains 
11,000  fouls.  It  is  governed  by  a bailif,  who 
is  always  a fenator  of  Lucern ; he  continues 
in  office  two  years,  and  generally  refides  in  that 
capital.  The  bailliage  is  divided  into  three 
diftrifts ; the  Upper,  or  Efchlifmat ; the  Middle, 
or  Shuepfen ; the  Lower,  or  Entlibuch : each 

* ^le  peafants  of  Entlibuch  were  remarkable  for 
skeir  attachment  to  the  government,  and  for  their 
decided  oppofition  to  French  principles,  during  the  late 
revolution. 
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©f  thefe  has  Its  feparate  courts  of  juftice,  from 
which  an  appeal  lies  to  Lucern. 

That  part  of  the  bailliage  which  I traverfed, 
is  a valley,  watered  by  feveral  lively  rivulets, 
winding  for  feme  way  between  two  ridges  of 
well-wooded  hills,  and  abounding  in  pidlurefque 
feenery.  Afterwards  the  country  was  undulat- 
ing, and  the  road,  which  was  narrow  and  rugged , 
continually  afeended  and  defeended  through 
well -cultivated  fields  of  pafture.  I palled 
through  feveral  villages,  of  which  the  principal 
were  Efchlifmat,  Shuepfen,  and  Entlibuch, 
which  takes  its  name  from  the  rivulet  Entle, 
and  gives  it  to  the  whole  diftridL  Thefe  places 
are  final  1 ; but  the  whole  country  is  ftrewed 
with  cottages,  and  feerns  a continued  village* 
The  inhabitants  chiefly  follow  agriculture  ; they 
rear  large  quantities  of  horned  cattle,  flieep, 
goats,  and  fwine ; make  and  export  cheefe  in 
great  abundance.  Though  ufually  richer  than 
the  inhabitants  in  the  other  parts  of  the  canton  ; 
yet  they  did  mot  appear  fo  well  clothed,  or  to 
pofiefs  fuch  neat  cottages,  as  their  neighbours 
in  the  Emme-thah 

The  peafants  of  Entlibuch  are  much  efleemed 
for  their  independent  lpirit,  vigour,  and  ftrength ; 
remarkable  for  keennefs  and  vivacity,  for  great 
quicknefs  in  repartee,  for  a peculiarity  of  garb, 
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and  for  many  linking  cudoms  which  didinguifh 
them  [from  the  natives  of  the  circumjacent 
didri&s.  Of  various  ufages,  which  efcaped 
my  notice  during  my  fhort  flay  among  them, 
I chanced  to  gain  information  of  one  cudom, 
which  reminds  me  of  the  Fefcennina  licentia 
mentioned  by  Horace,  that  prevailed  among 
the  Roman  peafants.  Two  neighbouring 
parifhes  fend  a challenge  to  each  other,  and,  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  carnival,  each  dilpatches 
a man,  bedizened  with  flowers  and  fhells,  called 
fhrove-monday  ambajfador : he  rides  to  the  neigh- 
bouring village,  and  reads,  or  rathers  fings,  two 
fatirical  compofitions  in  verfe.  The  one,  a general 
fatire  againfl  the  parilh,  ufually  begins  by  cele- 
brating a period  of  Swifs  hiftory  accommodated 
to  the  circumflances  of  time  and  place,  then 
draws  a comparifon  between  the  two  parifhes, 
giving  the  preference  to  his  own,  either  for  the 
fuperior  learning  and  piety  of  the  pried,  the  wif- 
dom  and  impartiality  of  the  prefident,  the  induf- 
try  and  fpirit  of  the  men,  the  beauty  and  chaf- 
tity  of  the  women,  or  the  education  of  the 
children.  The  fecond  compodtion  confids  of  a 
dring  of  epigrams  in  ridicule  of  particular 
perfons  \ recording  any  fcandalous  adventures, 
or  ludicrous  circumdances,  which  have  happened 
fince  the  lad  year.  dhe  poet  finifhes  his 
harangue  with  expreffing  a wifh,  that  on 
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the  next  Shrove-monday  the  inhabitants  may 
improve,  and  not  deferve  fuch  a fevere  repri- 
mand. 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  lecture,  which  creates 
much  laughter,  the  mock  ambajfador  returns ; and 
the  men  of  the  two  parifhes  repair,  with  drums 
beating  and  colours  flying,  to  an  open  place, 
called  the  Field  of  Battle , followed  and  encou- 
raged by  the  inhabitants  of  their  refpedtive 
parifhes.  The  two  armies  being  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  the  combatant in  imitation  of 
the  old  Swifs  cuftom.,  kneel,  offer  up  a fliort 
prayer,  and  ftart  up  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet. 

Having  formed  themfelves  into  two  columns 
of  feveral  ranks,  they  march  arm  in  arm,  with 
uniform  ftep  and  military  attitude  ; both  the 
foremofl  lines  meet  in  front,  and  joftle  againfl 
each  other,  being  fupported  and  pufhed  forwards 
by  the  hinder  files,  frequently  afliffed  by  the 
women,  until  one  phalanx  is  broken.  The 
victorious  party  is  dignified  with  the  name  of 
the  Swifs , and  thofe  who  gave  way  are  called 
Auftrians , in  allufion  to  the  ancient  animofity 
between  thofe  two  powers.  The  jurymen  of 
the  diftridl  are  prefent  as  umpires,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  violent  difputes  and  quarrels.  After 
the  rencounter  both  parties  fit  down  to  table, 
and  the  day  is  concluded  with  heading.  As 
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ihde  fatirical  compofitions  occafionally  created 
much  ill-will  between  the  neighbouring  parilhes, 
and  the  rencounters  were  attended  with  various 
accidents,  the  government  of  Lucern  abolifhed 
the  cuflom  ; but  has  lately  permitted  it  to  be 
revived,  with  certain  reflritdions  calculated  to 
prevent  future  mifchief. 

The  valley  of  Entlibuch  may  be  confidered  as 
one  of  thofe  parts  which  unite  the  mild  and  cul- 
tivated with  the  wild  and  rugged  fcenery  of 
Switzerland  ; its  acclivities  gradually  afcend  and 
terminate  in  Mount  Pilate,  whofe  barren  top 
is  feen  towering  above  the  fertile  and  well- 
wooded  hills. 

Quitting  this  valley,  we  crolfed  the  Emine 
over  a covered  bridge,  admired  the  romantic 
pofition  of  Wertendein,  a convent  of  Cordeliers, 
overhanging  the  perpendicular  banks  of  the 
torrent,  and  palled  through  a very  deep  and 
rocky  country  to  Makers,  a fmall  village  within 
a league  of  the  capital.  Here  being  a confider- 
able  fair,  I dopped  and  dined  at  the  table  d’  hote , 
in  company  with  fome  gentlemen  from  Lucern. 
In  walking  through  the  fair,  I obferved  feveral 
booths  for  the  fale  of  artificial  flowers,  which 
were  purchafed  by  the  country  girls.  With 
thefe  fl  owers,  and  with  four  bows  of  ribbands, 
they  ornament  their  hats,  which  they  adjud 
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obliquely,  with  a degree  of  ruftic  coquetry  not 
unbecoming. 

Another  diftrid  of  this  canton  is  that  part 
which  I vifited  in  1786,  along  the  high  road 
leading  from  Bern  to  Lucern.  I pahed  the 
night  at  Zoffingen,  a fmall  town  in  the  canton  of 
Bern.  The  inhabitants  enjoy  greater  immu- 
nities than  any  other  place  in  that  canton  ; 
they  have  their  own  magiilrates,  and,  what  is 
peculiar,  their  own  courts  of  juftice,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  which  decide  in  the  lafl  refort, 
without  an  appeal  to  Bern.  A bailif  refides 
there  ; but  his  whole  employment  confifts  in 
collecting  the  tithes.  The  town  contains  about 
two  thoufand  fouls. 

Near  Zoffingen  I entered  the  canton  of  Lucern, 
and  pahed  through  a narrow  valley  bounded 
by  a chain  of  hills  remarkable  for  the  richtiefs 
and  variety  of  the  hanging  woods.  As  I pro- 
ceeded, the  valley  expanded ; I traverfed  a gently 
waving  country,  and  defcended  to  Surzee,  a 
fmall  neat  town  near  the  lake  of  Sempach. 
From  thence  I coalfed  the  weflern  fide  of  that 
lake,  a fmall  but  beautiful  piece  of  water  about 
three  miles  in  length  and  one  in  breadth  ; the 
grounds  on  each  fide  hope  gently  to  the  edge 
of  the  water,  and  are  prettily  chequered  with 

wood. 
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wood.  On  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  lake,  I 
obferved  the  town  of  Sempach,  celebrated  for 
the  battle  which  edablifhed  the  liberty  of  the 
Swifs,  and  which  I have  already  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  letter.  The  anniverfary  of  that 
battle,  which  happened  on  the  9th  of  July, 

1386,  is  hill  commemorated  with  great  folem- 
nity,  both  at  Sempach  and  Lucern,  and  fup- 

plies  a copious  fubjeCt  for  many  poems  and 

ballads  in  the  numerous  collection  of  national 
fongs. 

On  the  anniverfary,  a large  body  of  perfons 
of  all  ranks  affemble  on  the  fpot  where  the  battle 
was  fought ; a pried  afcends  a pulpit  ereCted  in 
the  open  air,  and  delivers  a thankfgiving  fermon 
on  the  fuccefsful  efforts  of  their  ancedors  on 
that  happy  day,  which  enfured  to  their  country 
liberty  and  independence.  At  the  conclufion 
of  this  fermon,  another  pried  reads  a defcrip- 
tion  of  the  battle,  and  commemorates  the  names 
of  thofe  brave  Swifs  who  glorioufly  facrificed 
their  lives  in  defence  of  their  freedom.  Having 
exhorted  thofe  who  are  prefent  to  pray  for  the 
fouls  of  their  countrymen,  and  of  the  enemies, 
who  fell  in  that  battle,  they  all  repair  indantly 
to  a final!  chapel,  where  maffes  are  fung  for  the 
fouls  of  the  deceafed.  During  this  fervice,  thp 

people. 


Sempach. 

people,  falling  on  their  knees,  pray  for  their 
glorious  anceftors,  either  in  the  chapel,  on  the 
walls  of  which  are  painted  the  deeds  of  the  Swifs 
who  immortalized  themielves  in  this  conflict,  oi 
near  four  done  crolfes  which  diftinguifli  the 

place  of  combat. 
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The  Lake  of  Lucern—Gerifau— Schweitz— Origin 
of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  — William  Tell— 

Alt  dor j, \ 

rp  HE  Waldflsetter  See,  or  Lake  of  the 
1 Four  cantons,  is,  from  the  fublimity  as 
well  as  variety  of  fcenery,  perhaps  the  fined 
body  of  water  in  Switzerland*  The  upper 
branch,  or  the  lake  of  L.ucern,  is  in  the  form 
of  a crofs,  the  Tides  of  which  ft  retch  from 
Kuflhach  to  Dallenwal,  a fmall  village  near 
Stantz.  It  is  bounded  towards  the  town  oi 
Lucern  by  cultivated  hills  Hoping  gradually  to 
the  water,  contrafted  on  the  oppofite  fide  by  an 
enormous  rnafs  of  barren  and  craggy  rocks. 
Mount  Pilate  rifes  boldly  from  the  lake,  and  is 
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perhaps  one  of  the  higheft  mountains  in  Swit- 
zerland, if  ellimated  from  its  bafe,  and  not 
iiom  the  level  of  the  fea  U According  to 
General  Ffiffer,  its  elevation  above  the  lake 
is  more  than  fix  thoufand  feet  1 neverthelefs  its 
height  above  the  Mediterranean  is  trifling,  in 
comparifon  with  that  of  the  alps  we  are  going 
to  vifit ; nor  indeed  does  the  fnow  continue  all 
the  year  upon  its  fummit. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  branch,  the  lake 
conn  acts  into  a narrow  creek  fcarcely  a mile 
in  breadth  ^ foon  after  again  widens,  and  forms 
the  fecond  branch,  or  the  lake  of  Schweitz  ^ 
on  the  weftern  fide  is  the  canton  of  Under- 
walden,  on  the  eaftern  that  of  Schweitz*  Here 
the  mountains  are  more  lofty,  and  infinitely 
varied  j fome  covered  to  their  very  fummits 
with  the  mofl  lively  verdure ; others  perpendi- 
cular and  craggy  ; here  forming  vaft  amphi- 
theatres of  wood,  there  jutting  into  the  water  in 
bold  promontories. 

On  the  eaflern  fide  of  this  branch  is  the 
village  of  Gerifau,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rigi : it 


* Soon  after  the  French  took  poffeffion  of  Lucern, 
General  Brune  erected,  with  great  folemnity,  the  hand- 
ard  of  liberty  on  the  top  of  Mount  Pilate ; thus  confer- 
ring on  the  Swifs  the  fhadow,  while  he  deprived  them  of 
the  fubflan.ee  of  freedom. 


IS 


Lake  of  Lucenu  287 

Is  the  (mailed  republic  in  Europe,  its  terri- 
tory is  about  a league  in  breadth,  and  two  in 
length  ; fituated  partly  on  a (mail  neck  of  land 
at  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  partly  lying  upon 
the  rapid  declivity  of  the  Rigi.  It  contains 
about  1 200  inhabitants : they  have  their  general 
afiembly  of  burgefles,  their  Landamman,  their 
council  of  regency,  their  courts  of  juft  ice,  and 
their  militia.  I was  informed,  that  there  is  not 
a fingle  horfe  in  the  whole  territory  of  the 
republic,  as  indeed  might  well  be  fuppofed ; for 
the  only  way  of  arriving  at  the  town  is  by 
water,  excepting  a narrow  path  down  the  deep 
fides  of  the  mountain,  which  is  almod  impaf- 
fable.  Gerifau  is  entirely  compofed  of  fcattered 
houfes  and  cottages  of  a very  neat  and  piCturefque 
appearance ; each  dwelling  is  provided  with  a 
field  or  fmall  garden.  The  inhabitants  are 
much  employed  in  preparing  filk  for  the  manu- 
factures of  Bade.  This  little  republic  is  under 
the  protection  of  the  four  cantons,  Lucern,  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Under walden ; and  in  cafe  of 
war  furnidies  its  quota  of  men.  To  the  ambi- 
tious politician,  who  judges  of  governments  by 
extent  of  dominion  and  power,  fuch  a diminu- 
tive republic  thrown  into  an  obfcure  corner,  and 
fcarcely  known  out  of  its  own  contracted  terri- 
tory, mud  appear  unworthy  of  notice  ; but  the 

{mailed 
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fmallefl  fpot  of  earth  on  which  civil  freedom 
flourifhes,  cannot  fail  to  intereft  thofe  who 
know  the  true  value  of  liberty  and  independ- 
ence, and  are  convinced  that  political  happinefs 
does  not  confift  in  great  opulence  and  extenfive 
empire. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  branch  the  lake 
forms  a bay,  in  the  midh  of  which  lies  the 
village  of  Brunnen  *,  celebrated  for  the  treaty 

concluded, 

* °n  the  3lfl  of  April  1798,  Brunnen  was  again 
diftmguifhed,  as  the  place  where  deputies  from  the 
cantons  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  Underwalden,  and  Glarus, 
unani mou fly  determined  to  maintain  their  independence, 
and  to  refift  the  innovations  of  the  French.  Even  after 
the  fubjugation  of  the  other  parts  of  Switzerland,  thefe 
intrepid  mountaineers  defended  thcmfelves  with  fuch 
fpirit,  and  made  fuch  havoc  among  the  French  forces, 
that  General  Schawembourg  engaged  by  treaty  to  refpedt 
their  territory,  and  accepted  their  promife  to  admit  the 
new  Helvetic  conftitution.  The  French,  however,  not 
fatisffed  with  this  partial  fubmiffion,  yet  unwilling 
again  to  encounter  the  efforts  of  courage  and  defpair, 
contrived  to  difunite  the  fmall  cantons,  and  feparately 
to  complete  their  fubjugation.  They  obtained  from  the 
diet  of  Aran  a decree  for  impofing  a civic  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  new  conftitution  ; but  the  cantons  of  Uri, 
Schvveitz,  Underwalden,  and  Zug,  refufed  compliance. 

X he  Flelvetic  Directory  having  reprefented  to  them  the 
danger  of  reftfts(nce,  General  Schawembourg  accompa- 
nied this  exhortation  with  a threat  that,  unlefs  they 

complied, 
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concluded,  in  1315,  between  Uri,  Schweitz, 
and  Underwalden,  which  gave  birth  to  the 
Helvetic  confederacy.  Here  I landed,  and 
walked  through  an  agreeable  and  fertile  plain, 
laid  out  in  meadows,  and  planted  with  fruit- 
trees,  to  Schweitz,  which  (lands  on  the  (lope  of 
a hill,  at  the  bottom  of  two  high,  (harp,  and 
rugged  rocks,  called  the  Schweitzer-Haken . Its 
pofition  is  extremely  agreeable.  The  church, 
which  is  a large  magnificent  building,  (lands  in 


complied,  *c  he  would  inftantly  march  his  troops  into  the 
rebellious  dift rifts.” 

Their  anfwer  deferves  to  be  recorded  for  its  pathetic 
hmplicity  : “ Receive,  citizen  general*  from  a people 
ever  true  to  their  engagements,  who  among  their  craggy 
mountains  have  no  comfort  but  their  religion  and  their 
liberty,  whofe  only  riches  are  their  cattle ; receive  the 
lincere  alfurance  that  they,  will  ever  give  the  French 
republic  every  proof  of  their  devotion  compatible 
with  their  liberty  and  independence.  Accept  alfo, 
citizen  general,  our  foiemn  promife  never  to  take  up 
arms  againft  the  great  republic,  and  never  to  join  its 
enemies.  Our  liberty  is  our  only  bleffing  ; nor  will  we 
ever  grafp  our  arms  except  to  defend  that  liberty.” 
This  artlefs  remonftrance  had  no  effeft  ; Uri,  Schweitz, 
and  Glarus,  deeming  all  refiftance  unavailing,  took  the 
civic  oath  ; and  the  lower  part  of  Underwalden,  which 
alone  refufed,  was  left  to  its  fate.  See  the  note  at  the 
end  of  the  next  chapter.  Planta,  p.456. 
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the  centre  of  the  place ; near  it  the  houfes 
are  contiguous  ; but  in  the  other  part  are 
prettily  difperfed  about  the  gentle  acclivities, 
in  the  midft  of  lawns  and  meadows,  and 
flickered  by  groves  of  trees.  The  principal 
object  of  curiofity  in  Schweitz  is  a complete 
collection  of  the  celebrated  Hetlinger’s  medals, 
poffefTed  by  his  nephew.  This  collection,  which 
he  inherited  from  his  uncle,  is  very  valuable, 
the  medals  being  all  of  the  fineft  impreffions, 
and  fever al  extremely  rare.  From  thefe  medals 
M.  de  Mechel  publifhed  his  much-efteemed 
engravings,  to  which  he  has  prefixed  a hie  of. 
the  art! ft,  who  was  born  in  the  canton  of 
Schweitz,  on  the  28th  of  March  1691,  and 
died  in  1771*  in  a very  advanced  age. 

Having  re-imbarked  at  Brunnen,  we  foon 
entered  the  third  branch,  or  tne  lake  oi  Uii  ; 
the  fcenery  of  which  is  fo  grand,  that  its  impref- 
fion  will  never  be  erafed  from  my  mind.  Ima- 
gine to  yourfelf  a deep  and  narrow  lake  about 
nine  miles  in  lengtri,  bordeied  on  both  fidcs 
with  rocks  uncommonly  wild  and  romantic, 
and,  for  the  mod  pan,  perpendicular;  with 
forefts  of  beech  and  pine  growing  down 
their  Tides  to  the  very  edge  of  the  water.  On 
the  right  hand,  upon  our  firft  entrance,  a 
detached  piece  of  rock,  at  a fmall  di (lance 

from 
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from  the  fhore,  engaged  our  attention  : it  is 
wholly  compofed  of  flones  of  the  fize  and 
ihape  of  bricks,  fo  as  to  appear  quite  artificial. 
The  fame  kind  of  natural  mafonry  may  be 
obferved  in  the  lofty  cliffs  which  impend  over  this 
lake,  not  far  from  Brunnem  It  rifes  to  about 
fixty  feet  in  height ; is  covered  with  under- 
wood and  fhrubs,  and  reminded  me  of  thofe 
crags  that  ihoot  up  in  the  Fall  of  the  Rhine 
near  Schaffhaufen : but  here  the  lake  was  as 
fmooth  as  cryflal,  and  the  filent  folemn  gloom 
which  reigned  in  this  place  was  not  lefs  awful 
and  affecting  than  the  tremendous  roaring  of 
the  catarad.  Somewhat  further,  upon  the 
highefl  point  of  the  Seelifberg,  we  obferved 
a final  1 chapel  that  feemed  inacceffible ; and 
below  it,  the  little  village  of  Gruti,  near 
which  the  three  heroes  of  Switzerland  are  faid 
to  have  taken  reciprocal  oaths  of  fidelity,  when 
they  planned  the  famous  revolution. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  appears  the  chapel  of 
William  Tell,  ere&ed  in  honour  of  that  hero^ 
upon  the  very  fpot  where  he  leaped  from  the 
boat  in  which  he  was  conveying  as  a prifoner  to 
Kuffnach.  It  is  built  upon  a rock  projecting 
into  the  lake  under  a hanging  wood  : a fituation 
amid  fcenes  fo  ftrikingly  awful,  as  mult  ftrongly 
afTed  even  the  moil  dull  and  torpid  iroagin- 

U 2 ation ! 
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ation ! On  the  infide  of  this  chapel,  the  fede- 
ral a&ions  of  William  Tell  are  coarfely  painted. 
While  we  were  viewing  them,  we  obferved  the 
countenances  of  our  watermen  gliflening  with 
exultation,  as  they  related,  with  much  ipirit 
and  fenfibility,  the  cruelties  of  Geiler,  governor 
of  Uri,  and  the  intrepid  behaviour  of  their 
glorious  deliverer.  Indeed  I have  frequently 
remarked  with  pleafure  the  national  enthufiafm 
which  generally  prevails  in  this  country,  and 
greatly  admired  the  fire  and  animation  with 
which  the  people  dilcourfe  of  thofe  famous  men 
among  their  anceflors,  to  whom  they  are 
indebted  for  that  happy  hate  of  independence 
they  now  enjoy.  This  laudable  ipirit  is  conti- 
nually fupported  and  encouraged  by  the  nume- 
rous flatues,  and  other  memorials,  of  the  antient 
Swifs  heroes,  common  in  every  town  and  village® 

• Among  thefe,  Tell  is  the  rnofl  diftinguifhed,  and 
feeins  to  be  the  peculiar  favourite  of  the  common 
people:  the  reafon  is  obvious;  for  his  ftory 
partakes  greatly  of  the  marvellous. 

A ' few  years  ago  a treatife,  entitled  Table 
Danoife , was  publifhed  at  Bern;  in  which  the 
author  calls  in  qireftion  the  hiftory  of  William 
Tell  Though  his  arguments  in  general  are  by 
no  means  conclufive,  yet  he  mentions  two  cir~ 
cumftances  which,  if  true,  are  convincing 
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proofs,  that  much  fidion  is  interwoven  with 
the  whole  account.  He  aflerts  that  the  incident 
of  TelPs  fliooting  the  apple  from  (he  head  of 
his  fon  is  not  recorded  in  any  of  the  contem- 
porary hiftorians,  although  they  give  the 
minuted  accounts  of  the  governor’s  tyranny  ; 
and  that  the  fir  ft  writer  who  takes  notice  of  it 
is  Etterlin  of  Lucern,  who  lived  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  near  two  hundred 
years  after  the  fa&  is  fuppofed  to  have  hap- 
pened. Befides,  a dory  of  the  fame  kind  is 
related  in  the  Danifh  annals  by  Saxo  Gramma- 
ticus, with  fcarcely  any  difference  hut  that  of 
names  : Harold  king  of  Denmark  fupplies  the 
place  of  the  governor  of  Uri,  Tocco  that  of 
William  Tell ; and  this  event,  which  is  faid  to 
have  happened  in  965,  is  attended  alfo  with 
nearly  the  fame  incidents,  as  thofe  recorded  in 
the  Swifs  accounts  *.  It  is  far  from  being  a 
neceflary  confequence,  that,  becaufe  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  dory  concerning  the  apple  is  liable 
to  fome  doubts,  therefore  the  whole  tradition 


* As  Saxo  Grammaticus  is  an  author  but  little  known, 
and  the  paffage  in  queftion  is  exceedingly  curious,  the 
reader  will  find  it  inferted  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  fome  perfons  queftion  the 
authenticity  of  this  paffage,  and  fuppofe  it  to  be  fpu- 
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relating  to  Tell  is  fabulous.  Neither  is  it  a 
proof  againft  the  reality  of  a fad,  that  it  is  not 
mentioned  by  contemporary  hiftorians.  The 
general  hiftory  of  William  Tell  is  repeatedly 
celebrated  in  old  German  fongs,  fo  remarkable 
for  their  antient  dialed  and  fimplicity,  as  almoft 
to  raife  the  deeds  they  celebrate  above  all  rea- 
fonable  fufpicion  : to  this  may  be  added,  the 
conftant  tradition  of  the  country,  together  with 
two  chapels  ereded  fome  centuries  ago,  in 
memory  of  his  exploits. 

The  three  cantons  were  fo  much  offended 
with  the  author  for  doubting  the  exploits  of 
their  antient  hero,  that  they  prefented  a remon- 
ft  ranee  to  the  fovereign  council  of  Bern,  and 
the  pamphlet  was  publicly  burnt  at  Uri.  In 
this  inftance  their  national  prejudices  (if  they 
really  deferve  that  name)  become,  in  fome 
meafure,  meritorious  and  refpedable. 

Landing  at  Fluellen,  I had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  that  the  crofs-bow  is  dill  much 
ufed,  as  I faw  feveral  very  young  boys,  each 
with  that  inftrument  in  his  hand.  Obferving  a 
butt  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  place,  I told 
them,  that  thofe  who  hit  the  mark  (hould 
receive  a penny  for  their  dexterity.  Upon  this 
intimation,  three  boys  took  aim  fucceflively, 
two  of  whom  touched  the  very  centre  of  the 

butt, 
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butt,  and  obtained  the  prize : but  the  third 
miffing,  I made  him  (hoot  till  he  hit  the  mark  ; 
which,  after  two  or  three  trials,  he  performed. 

From  Fluellen  we  walked  to  Altdorf,  the 
capital  burgh  of  the  canton  of  Uri,  fituated  in 
"a  narrow  vale  almofl  entirely  furrounded  by 
ftupendous  mountains.  It  contains  feverai  neat 
houfes  ; the  tops  whereof  are  covered  with  large 
(tones,  in  order  to  prevent^  the  roofs  being  car- 
ried away  by  the  hurricanes  frequent  in  thefe 
mountainous  countries. 

When  the  greater  part  of  Helvetia  was  fub- 
jedt  to  the  empire,  the  inhabitants  of  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  had  long  enjoyed 
the  mod  confiderable  privileges,  particularly  the 
right  of  being  governed  by  their  own  magi- 
ftrates  : the  clergy  and  many  of  the  nobles, 
indeed,  had  fiefs  and  fubjebts  in  thofe  refpedtive 
territories ; but  the  bulk  of  the  people  formed 
feverai  communities  aim  oil  independent.  Du- 
ring the  twelfth  century,  various  difputes  between 
the  three  cantons  and  the  emperors  united  them 
more  firmly,  and  they  were  accuflomed,  every 
ten  years,  to  renew  formally  their  alliance® 
Such  was  their  fituation  at  the  death  of  Frede- 
ric II.  in  1250.  From  this  period,  or  foon 
afterwards,  commenced  the  interregnum  in  the 
empire  : during  that  time  of  anarchy  and  confu- 
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Eon,  the  nobles  and  bifhops  endeavouring  to 
extend  their  power,  and  to  encroach  upon  the 
privileges  of  the  people,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and 
Underwalden,  threw  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
teciion  of  Rhodolph  of  Hapfburgh,  who,  in 
1273,  being  chofen  emperor,  terminated  the 
interregnum.  Rhodolph  received  a fmall  reve- 
nue  from  thefe  cantons,  and  appointed  a gover- 
nor, who  had  cognizance  in  all  criminal  caufes, 
but  exprefsly  confirmed  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people. 

Rhodolph,  fome  time  after  his  acceflion  to 
the  imperial  throne,  liftened  to  the  ambitious 
fchemes  of  his  fon  Albert,  who  was  defirous  to 
form  Helvetia  into  a duchy.  For  this  purpofe 
the  emperor  purchafed  the  domains  of  feveral 
abbeys,  and  other  confiderable  fiefs  in  Switzer- 
land, as  well  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz  as  in  the 
neighbouring  territories.  The  three  cantons, 
alarmed  at  this  great  increafe  of  powder,  obtained 
a confirmation  of  their  privileges,  which,  upon 
the  death  of  Rhodolph,  was  renewed  by  his 
fucceflor  Adolphus  of  NafFau.  But  when 
Albert  was  elected  emperor,  he  refufed  to  ratify 
their  rights,  and,  in  order  totally  to  fubdue  the 
people,  placed  over  them  two  governors,  who 
committed  many  flagitious  afts  of  tyranny  and 
opprefiion. 
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Under  thefe  circumflances  Werner  de  Star- 
facb  of  Schweitz,  Walther  Furft  of  Uri,  and 
Arnold  de  Melchthal  of  Underwalden,  planned 
the  famous  revolution,  which  took  place  Janu- 
ary 13,  1308,  and  reftored  liberty  to  the  three 
cantons ; and  Albert,  as  he  was  preparing  to 
attack  them,  was  affaffinated  by  his  nephew 
John  of  Hapfburgh  *,  In  131 33  Leopold  duke 
of  Auflria  marched  againft  the  confederate 
cantons,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  troops, 
and,  endeavouring  to  force  his  way  into  Schweitz 
at  the  pafs  of  Morgarten,  received  a total  defeat 
from  thirteen  hundred  Swifs  polled  upon  the 
mountains.  If  we  may  believe  contemporary 
hiftorians,  the  Swifs  loll  but  fourteen  men  in 
this  memorable  engagement,  which  infured 
their  independence.  In  the  fame  year,  the  three 
cantons  contracted  a perpetual  alliance,  which 
was  ratified  at  Brunnen,  and  is  the  grand 
foundation  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy.  Such 
were  the  feeble  beginnings  of  a league,  fince 
become  fo  formidable  by  the  accefiion  of  ten 
cantons,  and  by  the  additional  ftrength  of  its 
numerous  allies  ; and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
Switzerland  is  the  only  country  which,  on  the 
4>ne  fide,  has  confined  the  limits  of  the  German 

* See  Letter  14. 
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empire,  and,  on  the  other,  has  fet  bounds  to  the 
French  monarchy  *. 

The  name  of  Schweitzerland,  or  Switzerland, 
which  originally  comprehended  only  the  three 
cantons  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden, 
was  afterwards  extended  to  all  Helvetia.  It 
derived  that  appellation  either  from  the  canton 
of  Schweitz,  as  having  particularly  diftinguifhed 
itfelf  in  the  revolution  of  1308,  and  alfo  at  the 
battle  of  Morgarten  ; or  becaufe  the  Auftrians 
called  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  mountainous 
parts  by  the  general  denomination  of  Schweit- 
zers. 

Switzerland  was  the  rock  on  which  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  fplit,  during  more  than  a 
century.  Blinded  with  refentment  again  ft 
their  former  fubje&s,  and  anxious  to  recover 
their  loft  domains,  the  feveral  dukes  led  in 
perfon  confiderable  armies  to  fubdue  a nation, 
whofe  fpirit  was  unconquerable,  and  to  ob- 
tain pofTeffion  of  a country,  which  was  eafily 
defended  againft  the  rnoft  numerous  troops. 
They  negle&ed  feveral  opportunities  of  aggran- 
dizing themfelves  in  other  parts,  and,  flighting 


* The  reader  will  pleafe  to  recoiled  that  this  letter 
was  written  before  the  fatal  progress  of  the  French 
revolution. 
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what  was  more  feafible,  bent  their  whole 
efforts  to  acquire  what  in  its  very  nature  was 
unattainable.  The  confequence  of  this  miftaken 
policy  was,  a fucceffion  of  defeats,  attended 
with  a prodigious  expence,  and  the  lofs  of 
their  braved  troops,  until  at  length,  convinced 
of  their  error,  they  totally  relinquilhed  an 
attempt,  in  which  they  had  expended  fo  much 
fruitlefs  blood  and  treafure.  But  althougti 
feveral  emperors  of  that  Houfe  occafionaily 
made  alliances  with  the  Swifs  cantons,  yet 
it  was  not  till  the  treaty  of  Wedphalia  that 
their  independence  was  fully  and  finally  ac- 
knowledged by  Ferdinand  III.  and  the  whole 
empire. 

The  government  of  Uri  and  Schweitz  is 
entirely  democratical,  and  nearly  the  fame. 
The  fupreme  power  rehdes  in  the  people  at 
large,  who  are  divided  into  feveral  communities, 
from  which  are  chofen  the  councils  of  regency* 
In  the  Lands-gemeind , or  general  affembly,  the 
Landamman,  and  the  principal  magidrates,  are 
elected ; and  every  burgher,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  in  the  cantons  of  Uri  and  Under- 
■walden,  and  of  fifteen  in  Schweitz,  has  a right 
to  vote.  The  councils  of  regency  in  Uri  and 
Schweitz  confid  each  of  fixty  members,  and 
refide  at  the  capital  burghs  $ in  thefe  councils 

the 
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the  executive  power  is  veiled,  and  from  their 
bodies  the  principal  magiflrates  are  chofen. 

Thefe  two  cantons  contain,  including  their 
fubje&s,  about  fifty  thoufand  fouls,  and  in  cafe 
of  neceffity  could  furnifh  above  twelve  thoufand 
militia.  All  the  Catholic  cantons  enjoy  confi- 
derable  fubfidies  from  France.  Every  burgher, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  in  Uri,  receives  annually 
about  fix  livres,  or  five  (hillings  j the  Landam- 
man  and  the  magiflrates  more  in  proportion. 
The  canton  of  Schweitz  being  for  fome  time 
difcontented  with  France,  withdrew  its  troops 
from  that  fervice : but  this  year  (1776)  the  matter 
has  been  accommodated  ; and  the  king  pays 
annually  to  every  male  child  of  a burgher 
four  livres,  commencing  from  the  time  of  his 
birth. 

The  fame  kind  of  foil,  and  the  fame  produc* 
lions,  are  common  to  the  two  cantons : the 
whole  country  being  rugged  and  mountainous, 
confifls  chiefly  of  paflure,  produces  little  corn, 
and  has  no  vines.  We  cannot  but  obferve 
with  aflonifhment,  to  what  a degree  of  fertility 
the  natives  have  improved  a land,  naturally 
barren,  and  for  which  they  fought  with  as 
much  zeal  and  intrepidity,  as  if  they  contended 
for  the  richefl  plains  of  Sicily  or  Afia  Minor. 
In  thefe  little  democratical  Kates,  fumptuaryv 

laws 
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laws  are  not  neceffary ; for  they  fcarcely  know 
what  luxury  is.  rI  he  purity,  or  (as  lonie  per-* 
haps  would  call  it)  the  auflerity  of  rnoials, 
which  full  prevails  among  thefe  people,  cannot 
eafily  be  imagined  by  the  inhabitants  of  opulent 
cities  j and  I cannot  reflect  on  that  aiieciionate 
patriotifm  which  fo  itrongly  attaches  them  to 
their  country,  without  calling  to  mind  that 
beautiful  defcription  of  the  Swifs  pea  fan  t,  in 
Goldfmith’s  Traveller  : 

“ Bear  is  that  feed  to  which  his  foul  conforms , 

46  And  dear  that  hill  which  lifts  him  to  the  forms $ 

(s  And  as  a child , when  faring  founds  molejl , 

(i  Clings  clofe  and  clofer  to- the  mother's  breaf  ; 
il  So  the  loud  torrent,  and  the  whirlwind's,  roar, 

<«  Bui  hind  him  to  his  native  mountains  more  A 

Every  (tep  we  now  advance,  we  tread,  as  it 
were,  upon  facred  ground $ monuments  conti- 
nually occur  of  thofe  memorable  battles,  by 
which  the  Swifs  refcued  themfelves  from  oppref- 
fion,  and  fecured  the  enjoyment  of  their  inva- 
luable freedom.  I am  now  indeed  in  the  very 
centre  of  civil  liberty  ; would  I could  add  of 
religious  too ! but  the  church  of  Rome  is  here 
exclufively  eftabliflied.  It  mult  be  acknow- 
ledged, however,  that  this  intolerant  fpirit  is 
not  wholly  confined  to  the  Catholic  cantons  j 

for,  in  the  Proteflant  diftri&s,  Calvinifm  is  alone 

admitted : 
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admitted  : thus  a nation,  who  prides  herfelf 
upon  her  freedom,  denies  the  free  exercife  of 
religion  to  every  other  fed  except  that  which 
predominates.  Is  not  this  (hiking  at  the  firft 

principle,  and  moll:  valuable  privilege,  of  genuine 

? 

• 

Long  as  my  letter  already  is,  I cannot  forbear 
mentioning  a peculiar  cudom  obferved  in  fome 
of  thefe  democratical  dates : every  perfon  who  is 
chofen  for  a bailliage,  or  lucrative  office,  is 
obliged  to  pay  a certain  dipulated  fum  into  the 
public  fund.  This  pradice  is  attended  with  one 
ill  confequence  at  lead  ; as  the  fuccefsful  candi- 
date is  in  fome  meafure  authorized  to  dretch  his 
prerogatives,  in  order  to  fwell  the  profits  of  his 
charge.  Accordingly  it  is  a general  remark,  that 
in  the  common  bailliages,  the  bailifs  appointed 
by  the  popular  cantons,  are  more  apt  to  be 
guilty  of  exadions  than  thofe  of  the  aridocraticai 
republics. 

I am, 
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Canton  of  TJnderwalden — Same — Saxelen — 'l  omb 
and  CharaBer  of  Nicholas  de  Flue—Stantz— 
Engelberg — Pcffage  over  the  Suren  Nips  10 
Altdorf. 

INSTEAD  of  proceeding,  as  in  my  former 
tour,  from  Lucern  to  Altdorf  by  water,  1 
made  an  agreeable  excurfion  to  Same,  Saxelen, 
and  Stantz,  in  the  canton  of  TJnderwalden, 
vifited  the  abbey  of  Engelberg,  and  traverfed 

the  Suren  Alps  to  Altdorf 

Having  difpatched  my  baggage  by  water  to 
Altdorf,  I walked,  in  company  with  M.  Meyer, 
member  of  the  Great  Council  of  Lucern, 
through  a pleafant  plain,  lying  between  Mount 
Pilate  and  an  oppohte  ridge  of  hills,  to  Winke, 
a village  fituated  on  an  inlet  of  the  lake  of 
Lucern.  There  I took  boat,  and  rowing  acrofs 
the  inlet,  difembarked  near  Alpnach,  in  the 
canton  of  TJnderwalden,  and  continued  along 
a foot-wav,  which  winds  through  enclofures  of 

v * 

rich  pafture-land,  browfed  by  numerous  herds 
of  fine  cattle,  and  prettily  chequered  with  feat- 
ured cottages.  Having  cfoffed  a fmali  river, 

2 I arrived 
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I arrived  at  Same,  the  capita!  burgh  of  that 
divifion  of  the  canton  called  Oberwalden* 
wherein  the  Land-rath,  or  fupreme  court  of 
judicature,  affemblies  for  the  purpofeof  deciding 
civil  and  criminal  proceffes.  This  tribunal  is 
compofed  of  fifty-eight  judges,  who  are  chofen 
by  the  people,  and  continue  in  office  for  life* 
In  criminal  affairs  of  any  notoriety,  each  of 

thefe  is  empowered  to  bring  into  court  two 

\ 

individuals  ; and  this  tribunal,  thus  confiding  of 
a hundred  and  feventy-four  members,  affetnbles 
in  a large  open  hall  in  th<?  town-houfe,  and  paffes 
final  fentence. 

At  Same  I embarked  upon  the  Aa,  and 
afcending  its  dream,  entered  the  lake  of  Same* 
a piece  of  water  about  three  miles  long,  and 
one  and  a half  broad,  pleafantly  enclofed 
between  the  mountains,  and  its  rifing  borders 
richly  variegated  with  padures  and  trees.  I 
- landed  at  Saxelen,  which  dands  on  its  wedern 
ft  ore;  a neat  village  much  frequented,  as  the 
native  place  of  the  celebrated  faint  and  patriot 
Nicholas  de  Flue,  to  whole  honour  a church 
has  been  lately  erecled.  The  interior  is  orna- 
mented in  a pleafing  dyle  of  architecture. 
Ten  elegant  columns  of  black  marble  fupport 
the  roof ; they  are  about  twenty-four  feet  in 
height,  and  many  of  them  of  a fingle  piece* 

They 
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They  were  hewn  out  of  a quarry  in  the  .Melch- 
thalj  about  nine  miles  from  Saxelen,  and 
dragged  from  thence  by  the  peafants,  who 
voluntarily  performed  this  talk,  which  they  con* 
fidered  as  an  a 61  of  religious  duty  : a laborious 
enterprife,  to  convey  fuch  heavy  burdens  down 
deep  precipices  and  over  pathlefs  rocks,  where 
they  could  neither  be  affided  by  horfes  or 
oxen ! 

Under  a glafs  cafe  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  church* 
are  depoiiced  the  bones  of  this  favourite  objefl  o^” 
national  worfnip,  fantadically  ornamented,  ac- 
cording to  the  Roman  Catholic  cudom,  with  gold 
and  precious  hones.  His  real  burial-place  is  dill 
to  be  leen  in  a fmall  adjoining  chapel ; it  is  a 
dmple  grave-done,  on  which  his  figure  is  coarfely 
carved  in  done,  the  work  of  the  a^e  in 
which  he  lived.  A little  above  this  antlent 
monument  is  placed  another  grave-done,  bear- 
ing alfo  his  figure,  executed  in  later  times,  lefs 
rude,  but  dill  of  coarfe  workmanfhip.  On 
entering  this  chapel,  I obferved  numerous  pi!- 
glims  of  both  fexes,  who  were  kneeling  before 
his  tomb,  and  praying  with  the  greated  fer- 
vency ; many,  in  the  ardour  of  devotion, 
threw  themfelves  between  the  two  grave-dones, 
and  dretching  themfelves  upon  the  moft  antient 
figure,  repeatedly  killed  and  embraced  it. 

d X Nicholas 
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Nicholas  de  Flue,  this  objed  of  national 
enthufiafm,  was  born  at  Saxeienm  1417*  1 '' 

fcended  from  aii  antient  family,  he  fignahzed 
himfelf  in  defence  of  his  country,  and  particu- 
larly during  the  war  which  the  Swifs  fupported 
againft  Sigifmond  archduke  of  Auftria.  He  was 
no  lefs  remarkable  for  humanity  than  valour. 
To  his  countrymen  preparing  to  pillage  and  burn 
the  convent  of  St.  Margaret  near  Dieffenhofen, 
he  exclaimed,  “ If  God  grants  you  the  victory 
over  your  enemies,  ufe  it  with  moderation,  and 
fpare  thofe  edifices  which  are  confecrated  to 
him.”  This  remonftrance  was  attended  with 
effe£!,  and  the  convent  was  faved  from  deftruc- 
tion.  To  the  mod  excellent  qualities  of  the 
heart  and  undemanding,  to  great  political 
fagacity,  he  added  the  exterior  graces  of  figure, 
dignity  of  chara&er,  -and  the  moll:  winning 
affability.  Raffed  by  his  countrymen  to  high 
employments  in  the  ftate,  he  repeatedly  de- 
clined the  office  of  landamman  from  motives 
of  delicacy,  becaufe  he  difapproved  the  principles 
of  the  governing  party.  At  length,  hurried 
away  by  his  deteftation  of  evil,  and  a zeal  for 
monkiffi  devotion,  he  quitted  his  family  m the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and,  letiring  f. om  the 
world  in  a fit  of  gloomy  fuperfution,  turned 
hermit.  The  place  of  his  retreat  was  at  Ranft, 
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a few  miles  from  Saxelen,  where  he  built  an 
hermitage  and  a fmall  chapel,  and  pradifed  all 
the  feverities  required  by  that  auitere  mode  of 
life  with  the  drifted  obfervance. 

But  the  flame  of  patriotifm,  although  fmo« 
thered  in  his  bread  by  an  ill-direded  zeal  for 
midaken  duties,  was  not  extingiiifhed  ; and  he 
was  the  happy  indrument  in  refcuing  Switzer- 
land from  the  impending  horrors  of  civil  difcord® 
At  the  conclufion  of  the  war  with  Charles  the 
Bold,  Friburgh  and  Soleure  having  contraded 
an  alliance  with  Zuric,  Bern,  and  Lucern,  the 
treaty  was  confidered  by  Uri,  Schweitz,  Under-’ 
walden,  Zug,  and  Glams,  as  a breach  of  the 
former  union*  After  various  difputes  and  fruit« 
lefs  conferences,  the  deputies  of  the  eight  confe- 
derate cantons  aflembled,  in  148 1,  at  Stantz, 
in  order  to  compromife  the  differences* 

Both  Tides  were  fo  heated  with  mutual  am- 
modties,  that  the  deputies  were  on  the  point  of 
feparating  without  effecting  a reconciliation,  and 
a civil  war  appeared  inevitable.  In  this  Grids  of 
affairs,  de  Flue  no  fooner  heard  of  the  public 
diffentions,  than  his  patriotifm  prevailed  over 
his  fuperdition  j and  he  quitted,  his  unprofit- 
able hermitage,  to  exert  thofe  adive  and  public 
virtues,  the  lowed  of  which  dngly  outweighs 
whole  years  of  .ufelefs  mortification.  Accord- 
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mgly  this  extraordinary  man,  though  in  the 
64th  year  of  his  age,  travelled  during  the  night, 
and  arrived  at  Stantz  on  the  very  morning  in 
which  the  deputies  were  preparing  for  their 
departure,  fie  earneflly  conjured  them  to 
remain  5 and,  having  prevailed  upon  them  once 
more  to  affemble,  he  fo  forcibly  reprefented 
the  deflrudtive  confequences  of  difunion,  that 
they  chofe  him  arbiter  of  the  difpute.  By  his 
foie  mediation  all  differences  were  amicably 
adjufted,  and,  by  his  advice,  Friburgh  and 
Soleure  were  inflantly  received  into  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy  : fuch  was  the  effect  of  his  perfua- 
live  and  conciliatory  eloquence ! Having  thus 
happily  compofed  the  public  diilentions,  he 
returned  to  his  hermitage,  where  he  died,  in 
1487,  in  the  ycth  year  of  his  age,  regretted 
and  e (teemed  by  all  Switzerland.  Such  a 
general  opinion  of  his  extreme  piety  prevailed 
among  his  contemporaries,  that  the  bigotry 
of  thofe  times  afcribed  to  him  an  exemption 
from  the  common  wants  of  human  nature. 

In  the  regifler  of  the  church  of  Saxelen,  the 
following  notice  is  infcribed  for  1485?  the  Year 
antecedent  to  his  death.  (,<m  In  14 Nicholas 
« de  Flue,  a faint,  was  born  in  the  pariOi  of 
« Saxelen  ; who  afterwards  retired  into  a delart 

a called  Ranft,  where  God  fuftained  him  during 

<c  eighteen 
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<c  eighteen  years,  without  eating  or  drinking 
€C  for  a long  time,  namely  when  this  was 
iC  written  ; and  he  is  now  in  good  eftate,  and 
« of  holy  life/3 

On  his  tomb  is  infcribed : Nicholas  de 

€C  Flue  quitted  his  wife  and  children  to  go  into 
the  defart : he  ferved  God  nineteen  years  and 
£C  a half  without  taking  any  fuftenance,  He 
died  1 487.” 

This  frivolous  epitaph  ftrongly  marks  the 
bigotted  fpirit  of  that  dark  age  in  which  it  was 
compofed : the  narrow-minded  author,  totally 
overlooking  the  patriot  in  the  hermit,  faw 
nothing  fo  truly  meritorious  in  the  life  of  the 
deceafed,  as  the  fuppreffion  of  thofe  focial 
energies  which  dignify  human  nature,  in  order 
to  praclife  the  debating  aufterities  of  a fuper- 
ftitious  religionift.  He  ought  to  have  infcribed. 
To  the  memory  of  Nicholas  de  Flue,  who 
quitted  his  hermitage  to  appear  in  the  world  ; 
who  reftored  peace  and  harmony  to  the  republics 
of  Switzerland,  and  who  ferved  God  by  ferving 
his  country.” 

From  Saxelen  we  intended  to  viiit  Ranft,  de 
Flue’s  hermitage,  and  from  thence  to  proceed 
down  the  Melchthal  and  over  the  mountains 
to  Engelberg  ; but  as  the  evening  was  already 
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beginning  to  clofe,  we  durd  not  venture  along 
fb  difficult  a paflage,  which  would  have  em- 
ployed us  at  lead  five  hours ; we  thought  it, 
therefore,  mod  prudent  to  continue  our  route 
towards  Stantz.  We  followed  the  footpaths, 
which  wind  agreeably,  fometimes  through  foreds, 
Sometimes  over  the  fields  and  meadows ; and 
pafled  through  a fertile  but  wilder  and  more 
romantic  part  of  the  canton,  than  that  which  we 
traverfed  in  the  morning.  We  continued  for 
fome  way  at  the  foot  of  the  Stantzberg,  croffed 
a.  final!  plain  formerly  a lake,  in  which  daples 
for  mooring  veffels  are  occafionally  discovered  ; 
and,  in  about  three  hours  after  our  departure 
from  Saxelen,  arrived  at  Stantz,  in  the  dufk  of 
the  evening. 

About  three  miles  from  Stantz  is  a fmall  wood 
called  the  Kern-wald , which  we  traverfed  in 
our  route  from  Saxelen ; it  would  not  be  wor- 
thy of  mention,  did  it  not  feparate  the  canton 
into  two  divifions,  called  * Oberwald  and 
Underpaid.  Formerly  the  whole  canton  was 
under  the  fame  general  adminidration ; but 
difagreements  arifing  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  two  didrifts,  they  have  fince  formed 

* Above  the  wood,  and  Below  the  wood ; wald  in 
German  hgnifying  a wood. 
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two  republics,  and  have  each  their  lands -gemeincU 
or  general  affembly,  their  landamman,  and 
council  of  regency : for  the  management  of 
external  affairs,  there  is  a joint  council,  chofen 
equally  by  the  two  divifions ; at  the  Helvetic 
Diet  they  fend  but  one  deputy,  and  regulate 
their  vote  by  mutual  confent.  Stantz  is  the 
feat  of  civil  and  criminal  judicature,  and  it 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  every  male  of  the 
age  of  thirty  is  permitted  to  give  his  vote  for 
the  acquittance  or  condemnation  of  a cnmh 
nal. 

Stantz,  the  capital  of  Underwalden,  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a beautiful  plain  of  pafture,  about  two 
or  three  miles  in  breadth,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Stantzberg,  and  at  a little  diftauce  from  the  lake 
of  Lucern.  The  town  and  environs,  delight- 
fully fprinkled  with  numerous  cottages,  are 
extremely  populous,  containing,  perhaps,  not 
lefs  than  five  thoufand  fouls.  1 he  church  is 
a tolerably  handfome  building,  and  is  deco- 
rated in  the  infide  with  ten  black  marble 
pillars  of  large  dimenfions,  but  not  io  beautiful 
as  thofe  at  Saxelen.  The  women  in  thefe  parts 
drefs  their  heads  in  a fingular  manner,  and 
extremely  unbecoming  : they  wear  black- beaver 

cocked  hats,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  men,  with 

X 4 black 


black  ears  to  their  caps,  which  aimoft  conceal 
their  hair 

- - The 

# This  tranquil  and  happy  diilrid  became  the  fcene 
of  unexampled  carnage,  and  the  handful  of  natives  who 
ventured  alone  to  refill  the  aggreiTion  of  the  Irencli 
were  aimoft  wholly  exterminated.  The  inhabitants  of 
Schweitz  and  Underwalden,  being  required  to  take  the 
civic  oath,  fent  deputies  to  Lucern,  and  afterwards  to 
Arau,  who  appealed  to  the  Papulations  of  the  treaty 
granted  by  General  Schawembourg.  They  were  re- 
ceived with  infult  and  indignity,  and  returned  with  the 
following  anfwer : You,  as  well  as  the  other  cantons, 

mull  take  the  oath  ; and  you  mult  further  give  up  to  us, 
alive  or  dead,  nine  of  your  principal  leaders,  and  among 
them  three  of  your  clergy.  Many  hundreds  more  {hall 
fhare  the  fame  fate.  The  confequences  of  your  obfti- 
nacy  lliall  be  held  out  as  an  example  to  the  whole 
world.' ” 

Intimidated  by  this  threat,  Schweitz  and  the  upper 
dihrid  of  Underwalden  complied  with  the  injunction  ; 
but  the  meffage  of  the  Swifs  Diredory  having  been  read 
to  a general  affembly  of  the  lower  diftrid,  excited  indig- 
nation and  horror ; and  they  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
be  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  country  rather  than  fur- 
render  their  fellow-citizens  info  difhonourable  a manner. 
About  1500  took  up  arms,  and,  without  the  fmalleft 
hope  of  foreign  abidance,  prepared  to  refill  the  whole 
force  of  the  French,  and  to  die  rather  than  furvive  their 
expiring  liberty.  Having  entrenched  themfeives  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  valley  of 

Stantz,  with  their  women  and  children,  they  firmly 
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The  next  morning  the  abbot  of  Engel* 

f)erg?  previoufiy  informed  of  our  intended 

vifit. 


waited  the  attack.  The  French  advanced  to  the  a Fault 
in  feparate  columns,  Tome  eroding  the  lake  in  armed 
veffels,  and  others  marching  over  the  mountains. 

On  the  3d  of  September  hoftilities  commenced  ; the 
French  were  repulfed  in  different  onfets ; on  the  9^ 
two  veffels  being  funk,  with  500  die  French  were 

intimidated,  and  refufed  to  proceed,  until  a pait^, 
encouraged  by  the  promifes,  and  urged  by  the  threats  of 
Schawembourg,  difembarked  and  forced  the  entrench- 
ments. At  the  fame  time  two  other  columns  landed  at 
different  points,  and  the  corps  ruffling  from  the  moun- 
tains, fell  upon  their  rear.  The  fmall  but  heroic  band, 
fliut  up  in  a narrow  defile,  and  furrounded  by  a force 
ten  times  their  number,  fuflained  the  affault  with  unpa* 

ralleled  courage. 

« Then  began,”  fays  an  eye-wjtnefs  of  this  defperate 
conffift,  “ the  battle  and  the  carnage.  Our  ruffle 
heroes  fire  on  every  fide,  fight  foot  to  foot,  rulh  among 
the  enemies’  ranks,  flay  and  are  flain.  Thefe  moun- 
taineers were  feen  prefling  French  officers  to  death  in 
their  nervous  arms  5 old  men,  women,  and  children, 
roufed  by  the  noble  example,  and  catching  the  enthu- 
hafm  of  their  fons,  hufbands,  and  fatheis,  appeared 
throwing  thenifelves  into  the  midff  of  the  French  batta- 
lions, arming  themfelves  with  clubs,  pikes,  pieces  of 
mulkets,  nay  the  very  limbs  of  the  human  body,  ffrew- 
in g the  ground  with  carcafes,  and  falling  with  the  fatis- 
faflion  of  having  fought  to  maintain  their  native  land 
free  from  a foreign  yoke,” 
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vifit,  politely  fent  horfes  to  Stantz ; and  we  rode 
through  a fertile  valley,  enclofed  between  the 
Stantzberg  and  a chain  of  hills,  until  we  arrived 
at  Graffen-ort,  a fmall  villa  belonging  to  the 
abbot,  about  two  leagues  from  Stantz*  Here 
we  began  to  afcend  along  a road  winding  by  the 
fide  of  a fteep  precipice,  and  through  “ unfunned 
forefts ” of  beech  intermingled  with  poplar,  moun- 
tain afh,  Spaniih  chefnuts,  and  pines,  the  tor- 
rent  Aa  impetuoufly  foaming  in  a ftony  channel, 
and  forming  a fucceflion  of  cataracts.  I he 


The  French,  exafperated  with  this  incredible  refill- 
ance,  put  to  the  fword  not  only  their  opponents  on  the 
field  of  battle,  but  involved  all  whom  they  met  in  indis- 
criminate {laughter,  and  the  valley  from  one  end  to  the 
other  became  a prey  to  pillage,  flames,  and  carnage. 

Two  hundred  natives  of  Schweitz,  hearing  the  can- 
nonade, were  afhamed  of  having  deferted  their  brethi  en, 
and  haftily  arming  themfelves,  forced  the  poft  wnicli 
the  French  had  eflabliflied  at  Brunnen,  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  day  approaching  Stantz,  faw  the  conflagra- 
tion, which  fhowed  the  fatal  event  of  the  aition. 
They  devoted  themfelves  to  revenge  the  fate  of  their 
countrymen,  and  after  exterminating  above  600  of  their 
enemies,  fell  on  the  field  of  battle. 

This  was  the  lail  conflict  of  expiring  liberty  in  Swit- 
zerland ; had  tile  united  Swifs  ailed  with  equal  fpirit, 
the  country  would  yet  have  been  free. 

The  Fall  of  Undenvald,  by  an  eye-witnefs,  Mallet, 

yol.  ii.  p.  40.  ' 
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wild  horrors  of  the  circumjacent  rocks,  the 
mediant  roaring  of  the  waters,  and  the  folitary 
gloom  of  the  fored,  reminded  me  of  Gray  s 
beautiful  Ode  on  the  Grande  Chartreufe,  in 
which  he  defcribes  fimilar  fcenes  with  a fublimity 
and  truth  which  every  perfon  of  lade,  who  travels 
through  thefe  magnificent  regions,  muff  feel  and 
admire : 

Per  invias  rupee,  fera  per  juga* 

Clivofque  preeruptos,  fonantes 
Inter  aquas , nemorumque  noclem . 

Iffuing  from  the  dark  fored,  we  defcended 
for  a little  way,  and  unanimoufly  broke  into 
an  exclamation  of  furprife  and  delight,  as  we 
fuddenly  looked  down  upon  a pl&urefque  plain 
of  an  oval  fhape  beautifully  wooded,  watered 
by  feveral  lively  dreams,  enclofed  within  a 
circle  of  gentle  hills,  and  terminated  by  a 
jiiajedic  amphitheatre  of  C£  c loud- c apt  alps 
toward  the  extremity  of  this  plain,  the  abbey, 
a large  quadrangular  building  of  done,  is  fitu- 
ated,  at  the  foot  of  the  Engelberg , or  Mountain 
of  Angels , from  which  the  whole  didrift  takes 
its  name.  On  alighting  from  our  horfes,  the 
abbot  politely  received  and  conduced  us  into 
a large  faloon,  where  loon  afterwards  dinner 
was  ferved  with  all  the  plenty  of  feudal  times, 
and  all  the  comforts  of  the  prefent  age.  The 

company 
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company  at  table  confided  of  the  abbot,  five 
or  fix  benedidtines,  ourfelves,  and  our  fervants* 
who,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  fat 
down  to  the  fame  hofpitable  board  with  their 
mailers*  This  intermixture  of  fociety,  the 
politenefs  of  the  worthy  abbot,  and  the  face- 
tious cheer  fulnefs  of  one  among  the  fathers, 
rendered  the  repafl  as  agreeable  as  it  was  urn 
common.  After  dinner  we  vifited  the  library, 
which  contains  about  ten  thoufand  volumes ; 
and,  among  many  rare  editions,  above  two 
hundred  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century,  I 
noticed  a much  larger  colledlioix  of  modern 
hiflorical  and  mifcellaneous  works,  than  are 
ufually  found  within  the  walls  of  a monaftery, 
which  does  honour  to  the  tafte  of  the  abbot, 
and  proves  him  a warm  friend  to  polite  litera- 
ture. 

The  weather  being  fine  and  clear,  I ftrayed 
about  the  environs,  admiring  the  fcattered  ham- 
lets, the  beautiful  tufts  of  wood,  and  the  lively 
ftreams  which  murmur  through  the  plain  : of 
thefe,  one  called  the  Melt-bach,  which  I obferved 
ifiliing  copioully  from  the  ground,  begins  to  flow 
on  the  find  melting  of  the  fnow  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  ceafes  towards  the  end  of  September, 
and  the  Griefen-bach,  that  riles  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Blake,  runs  only  from  mid-day  to  the 

fetting 
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felling  fun.  Several  other  torrents,  that  petit 
down  from  the  neighbouring  glaciers,  and  nu- 
merous fprings  that  burft  from  the  ground  near 
the  abbey,  help  to  fupply  the  Aa,  which  rufhes 
from  the  Suren  alps,  and,  fwelled  with  thefe  tri- 
butary waters,  haftens  to  throw  itfelf  into  the 
lake  of  Lucern,  The  amphitheatre  of  cloud- 
capt  mountains,  is  formed  by  the  Melkleberg* 
the  Arniberg,  the  Blakeberg,  the  Spilze-ftock, 
the  Suren  alps  with  their  brown  peaies  boldly 
riling  from  the  boiom  of  the  fnow,  tire  Engel- 
berg  towering  in  naked  majefty,  and,  the  moil 
elevated  and  moft  beautirul  in  the  whole  chain. 
Mount  Titlis,  fupporting  on  its  top  an  immenfe 
glacier. 

About  feven  in  the  afternoon  we  fat  down, 
to  fuppet  ; in  the  midft  of  the  repaft  we  were 
fuddenly  ftruck  with  an  awful  thunder-ftorm, 
which,  though  it  could  not  be  called  the  mufic 
of  the  fpheres,  or  fuch  as,  according  to  the 
legends  of  the  abbey,  was  performed  on  the  top 
of  the  Engelberg,  by  a choir  of  angels,  at  the 
eonfecration  of  the  convent  \ yet  produced  a 
moft  fublime  effe&,  when  re-echoed  by  the 
furrounding  mountains® 

The  abbot,  chofen.  by  a majority  of  fixteen 
benedidines,  who  compofe  the  chapter,'  is  fove- 
reign  lord  over  the  land  of  Engelberg,  a 

trad 
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tract  of  country  about  fixty  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  under  the  protection  of  Lucern, 
Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwaiden.  The  fmall 
plain  in  which  the  abbey  is  fituated  is  the  only 
habitable  part  of  this  diffrid,  and  contains  fif- 
teen hundred  fouls  ; the  remaining  portion, 
being  entirely  mountainous,  affords  in  fummer 
a retreat  to  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  The 
abbot,  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  fo  polite 
a reception,  is  Leodigar  Saltzman,  a native  of 
Lucern,  who,  fince  his  elevation  to  his  prefent 
dignity,  has  been  a kind  and  indulgent  mafter  % 
finding  many  of  his  fubjeCls  extremely  poor 
and  indolent,  he  has  excited  them  to  induflry ; 
and,  in  order  to  affiff  them  during  the  winter 
months,  when  agriculture  is  fu fpended,  era* 
ploys  them  in  winding  filk,  which  he  imports 
from  Italy.  He  poffeffes  very  confiderable 
power,  which  renders  him  nearly  abfolute  ; in 
all  criminal  cafes  he  arrefts  and  imprifons  y 
appoints  the  perfon  who  examines ; can  order, 
if  he  thinks  it  neceffary,  the  inflidion  of  torture, 
and  can  pardon  or  mitigate  the  fentence  given  by 
the  tribunal  of  the  country,  called  landfgericht . 
In  civil  caufes  his  influence  is  very  confiderable ; 
he  appoints,  from  twelve  candidates  feleded  by 
the  people,  the  feven  judges,  who,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  thalamman  and  Jkathalter , form  the 

landfgericht , 
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landfgericht,  which  decides  in  the  firft  retort  i 
he  can  alfo  difplace  them  if  he  pleafes,  and 
abfolutely  nominates  all  the  judges,  of  the 
geift lichen  -gericht,  or  ecclefiaftical  court,  which 
receives  appeals  from  the  decifions  of  the  former 
tribunal.  His  power  is  reftricted  in  the  follow- 
ing inftances.  If  he  is  engaged  in  a law- 
ful t with  an  individual,  the  award  of  the  coun- 
try tribunal  is  final,  and  if  with  the  whole 
community,  the  queftion  is  decided  by  the  rour 
cantons  of  Lucern,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Under- 
vvalckn. 

His  revenues  amount  to  about  £.  5000  ; and 
are  derived  partly  from  tithes  of  certain  eftates 
in  the  free  bailliages  of  Switzerland,  and  from  a 
few  feudal  rights,  but  principally  from  the 
exportation  of  cheefe.  Befide  thofe  which  are 
made  on  the  paftures  belonging  to  the  abbey, 
he  purchafes  others  from  the  peafants  of  his 
little  territory,  and  difpofes  of  the  whole  on  his 
own  account.  About  eighteen  hundred  cows, 
including  the  cattle  of  the  convent,  are  pofieffed 
by  the  natives  of  Engelberg,  and  annually 
fupply  milk  for  about  io,oqo  cheefes,  each 
weighing  from  25  to  50  pounds,  and  felling, 
on  an  average,  for  fifteen  florins,  or  one  pound 
five  (hillings  per  hundred  weight : and  it  may 
be  calculated  that  the  abbot  circulates  annually 

6 to 
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to  the  value  of  JT.  4000*  This  revenue,  how'* 
ever,  cannot  be  confidered  as  his  own  private 
property;  for  he  pays  the  current  expences  of 
the  abbey 

Several 

* On  the  id  of  April  1798  the  refpe&able  abbot 
refigned  his  fovereignty,  in  a letter  to  Mengaud,  the 
French  refldent  in  Switzerland. 

“ Citizen  Minifter,— We  fulfil  a duty  highly  agreeable 
to  us,  in  forwarding  to  you  the  enclofed  a <ft,  in  which 
we  voluntarily  re-eftablifh  the  people  of  the  valley  of 
Engelberg  in  their  fovereign  rights.  We  flatter  our- 
feJves  that  you  will  acknowledge  in  this  conduct  the 
purity  of  our  intentions,  and  our  extreme  eagemefs  to 
render  ourfelves  worthy  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  French 
republic.  We  hope,  Citizen  Minifter,  that  you  will 
make  our  fentiments  known  to  the  Directory  of  the 
Great  Nation,  and  recommend  us  to  the  continuance  of 
its  efteem  and  kindnefs. 

€c  Health  and  i/efpe<ft  ! 

(Signed)  <c  Leodegarius  Abbot,  and 
u Maurice  Muller  Prior. 

Mengaud  returned  this  infulting  anfwer,  which 
announced  the  dilfolution  of  their  community  : 

<c  I have  read  with  pleafure  your  letter  of  the  ift  of 
April,  in  which  you  announce  the  re-eftablilhment'  of 
the  people  of  the  valley  of  Engelberg  in  their  fovereign 
rights.  I commend  this  natural  reftitutionof  antiquated 
usurpations,  eternally  contrary  to  thofe  imprefcriptible 
rights  of  nature,  to  the  enjoyment  of  which,  men  are 
indifcriminately  called.  This  acknowledgment,  on  your 
part,  of  a facred  and  unalienable  principle,  is  without 

doubt 
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Several  ineffeftual  expeditions  having  been 
fnade  towards  attaining  the  fumrnit  of  Mount 
Titlis,  the  mo  ft  elevated  mountain  in  thefe  parts, 
and  perhaps  fcarcely  inferior  to  the  Schreckhorn 
and  Jungfrauhorn ; it  was  for  a long  time  con* 
fidered  as  inacceffible  : but,  as  tradition  reported, 
that,  in  the  year  1739,  three  men  hadafcended, 
Freygrabend,  a native  of  Engelberg,  and  phy« 
fician  to  the  abbot,  a few  days  after  my  depart- 
ure from  the  convent,  fucceeded  in  a fimilar 
attempt.  The  following  account  of  this  expedi- 
tion is  extracted  from  a German  letter,  written 
by  the  phyfician  himfelf  to  a friend  at  Lucern. 

66  Early  in  the  morning  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  weather  being  fine  and  clear,  I fet 
out  with  eleven  companions,  among  whom  were 
Jerom  Dopier  and  Conrad  Stocher,  two  friars 
of  the  Convent.  About  two  in  the  morning, 
after  afcending  through  Gerfchne,  and  Unter 
and  Ober-laub,  we  reached,  at  break  of  day. 


doubt  of  great  value  ; and  under  this  point  of  view, 
citizen  monks,  you  are  commendable  ; but  be  dill  more  fo. 
Do  not  wait  till  philofophy  expels  you  from  the  afylum 
of  indolence  and  inutility.  Quit  the  livery  of  fuperdition, 
return  to  fociety,  and  difplay  virtues  fufficient  to  bury  in 
oblivion  thofe  years  which  have  been  confecrated  to 
monadic  nullityd3’  Moniteur , 8th  FloreaL 
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the  fummit  of  the  Laubergrat.  Here  we  enjoyed 
a fine  view  over  the  canton  of  Underwalden,  the 
!ake  and  canton  of  Lucent,  the  free  bailliages, 
and  the  canton  of  Zug.  Having  taken  fome 
refrefhment,  and  repofed  ourfelves  a quarter  of 
an  hour,  we  put  on  our  crampons,  and  pur- 
fued  our  route,  eager,  like  the  giants  of  old,, 
to  fcale  the  fleep  Tides  of  Mount  Faulblattenc 
We  continued  about  an  hour  along  .the  piked 
ridge  of  this  mountain,  tottering  by  the  fide  of 
tremendous  precipices,  and  twice  climbing  an 
afcent  almoff  perpendicular.  We  could  not 
obferve  any  trace  of  the  fmallefl  vegetation  * 
Having  gained  the  higheft  point  of  the  Faul- 
blatten,  we  arrived  at  a glacier,  which  being 
fortunately  covered  with  frefli  fnow,  rendered 
the  ice  lefs  flippery  than  ufuah 

cc  Hitherto  our  courfe  was  attended  with 
fome  danger,  but  from  hence  we  afcended,  and 
reached,  with  little  difficulty,  the  top  of  the 
Titlis,  called  Nollen.  But  here  we  were  obliged 
to  crofs  a deep  chafm,  and  to  mount  the  Tides  of 
the  ice,  which  were  as  perpendicular  a&  a wall, 
by  forming  fteps  for  our  feet  with  the  iron  fpi-kes; 
of  our  poles  : below  us  was  a valley  of  ice  about 
fixteen  miles  in  length,  defeeriding  rapidly  to- 
wards Oberhaffi.  It  was  now  about  ten  in  the 
-morning,  and  the  fun  was  extremely  bright. 
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Having  walked  a few  paces,  the  profpecl  was 
on  all  Tides  open  and  unbounded.  This  fublime, 
yet  dreary  fcene,  though  it  furpalTes  all  descrip- 
tion, made  an  impreflion  on  my  mind  which  I 

fhall  never  forgets 

cc  Here  the  painter  and  poet  would  find  ample 
and  endlefs  employment,  if  the  colours  of  the 
painter,  and  the  conceptions  of  the  poet,  could 
refill  the  effedls  of  the  extreme  cold.  The 
fir  ft  objects  which  caught  our  attention,  were 
the  alps  of  the  Vallais,  Bern,  and  Savoy,  with 
their  glaciers  and  vallies  of  ice ; a majeftic  and 
tremendous  fcene.  Among  numerous  moun- 
tains which  rofe  before  us,  Mont-Blanc,  though 
at  fome  diftance,  reared  its  head  above  the  reft ; 
near  us  towered  the  Schreckhorn,  Wetterhorn, 
and  Jungfrauhorn,  but  lefs  elevated  in  appear- 
ance  than  the  point  on  which  we  flood.  Below 
us  we  obferved  a valley  of  ice  about  two  miles 
in  breadth,  and  of  fuch  immenfe  length,  that  one 
extremity  feemed  to  join  Mont-Blanc,  and  the 
other  to  be  clofed  by  the  Titlis.  To  the  eaft, 
the  Rothftock,  the  Plangen,  and  the  mountains 
of  Uri,  neither  fo  wild  nor  fo  elevated  as  thole 
co  the  fouth  ; and  towards  the  north-weft,  the 
eye  repofed  itfelf  over  the  lefs  dreary  and  more 
cultivated  parts  of  Switzerland,  as  far  as  the 
borders  of  Alface  and  Suabia.  Immediately 
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below  us  we  noticed  the  abbey ; and  heard 
the  found  of  feveral  mortars,  which  the  abbot 
ordered  to  be  fired  as  a fignal  that  -we  were  alfo 
feen : by  means  of  a finall  telefcope  I obferved 
the  fire  and  fmoke,  and  five  minutes  eiapfed 
before  the  found  reached  us,  not  in  a ftraight 
dire&ion,  but  re-echoed  between  the  furround- 
ing rocks.  We  had  propofed  to*  kindle  a fire,  and 
to  let,  off  fome  hand-grenades,  but  the  cold  pre- 
vented us  from  finking  fire.  Not  being  able  to 
fupport  its  extremity  more  than  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  although  the  fun  {hone  very  bright, 
and  we  kept  ourfelves  in  continual  motion,  we 
placed  a black  flag  on  the  higheft  point. 

“ We  were  as  fortunate  in  defcending  as  in 
mounting.  We  came  to  the  Unter-Titlis  at 
half  paft  eleven  ; to  the  Laubergrat  at  one,, 
where  we  again  took  fome  refrefhment,  and 
having  let  off  our  grenades,  reached  the  abbey 
at  five  in  the  afternoon.  We  felt  no  permanent 
inconvenience  from  this  expedition  ; our  faces 
only  were  fwelled,  and  our  fkins  peeled,  from 
the  reflexion  of  the  fun,  and  for  fome  hours 
after  my  return  to  Engelberg,  I loft  my  fight 
and  my  hearing,  both  which  however  I foon 
recovered.  Undoubtedly  the  I itlis  is  the  higheft 
mountain  in  Switzerland,  excepting  Mont-Blanc, 
to  which  iris  not  much  inferior*” 

It 
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It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  expedition  was 
only  a mere  effort  of  curiofity,  and  that  the 
ingenious  phyfician  carried  with  him.  neither 
thermometer  nor  barometer.  His  affertion  that 
the  Titlis  is  higher  than  any  mountain  in  Swit- 
zerland, will,  for  this  reafon,and  without  fat  ther 
proofs,  admit  of  much  doubt ; its  elevation, 
though  very  confiderable,  muff  be  greatly  inte- 
rior to  that  of  .Mont-Blanc,  as  will  appear  by 
conffdering  that  the  expedition  from  the  plain  oi 
Engelberg  to  the  top  of  the  Titlis  was  performed 
in  eight  hours  j whereas  Dr.  Paccard  and  James 
Balma  employed  fifteen  in  attaining  the  fummit 
of  Mont-Blanc  ; and  the  place  from  which  they 
took  their  departure  is  probably  much  higher 
above  the  level  of  the  fea  than  the  valley  of 
Engelberg* 

Align  ft  25. 

Travellers,  in  going  from  Engelberg  to  Alt- 
dorf,  ufually  return  to  Stantz  or  Buochs,  embark 
on  the  lake  of  Lucern,  and  proceed  the  reff  of 
the  way  by  water ; but  as  I had  already  vifited 
thofe  places,  I preferred  following  the  route 
acrofs  the  mountains.  The  morning  being  obfcure 
and  rainy,  we  were  detained  till  nine  o’clock, 
when  the  weather  clearing  up  I fet  out,  in  com- 
pany  with  Meffrs.  Balthazar  and  Meyer,  of  Lu« 

Y 3 cern. 
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cern.  Faffing  through  the  plain  of  Engel- 
berg,  we  admired,  on  our  left,  a fine  waterfall, 
which  precipitates  itfelf  from  Mount  Engel,  and 
in  about  a league  arrived  at  a cottage  belong- 
ing to  the  abbey,  where  we  found  two  peafants 
employed  in  making  cheefe,  and  regaled  our- 
felves  with  fome  excellent  cream.  From  this 
point  we  mounted  gently  by  the  fide  of  the  Aa, 
leaving  on  our  right  the  high  Suren  alps, 
whofe  pointed  tops  occafionally  bur  ft  forth 
amid  the  clouds  and  vapours  ; about  a mile 
from  the  cottage  we  quitted  the  abbofs  horfes, 
walked  up  a gradual  afcent,  paffed  a fuperb 
cataratl  of  the  Aa,  and  reached  a chapel  noted 
in  thefe  parts  for  a fmall  bell,  which,  according 
to  tradition,  was  the  gift  of  a French  traveller. 
Near  this  chapel  we  obferved  a hut,  which  is  in 
the  canton  of  Uri,  from  whence  the  afcent 
was  deeper,  but  not  difficult ; we  crofted  many 
drifts  of  fnow,  and  were  incommoded  by  a 
keen  wind  and  frequent  ihowers  of  fleet,  hail, 
and  rain.  At  length,  in  about  four  hours  after 

/ 

our  departure  from  the  abbey,  we  reached  a 
crofs  planted  on  the  higheft  point ; from  this 
elevation  we  fhould  have  enjoyed  a moft  fuperb 
view,  greatly  admired  by  travellers,  on  one 
fide  towards  Uri  and  the  chain  of  the  St.  Got- 
hard,  and  on  the  other  towards  Engelberg  and 

the 
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the  lake  of  Lucern,  had  not  the  weather 
totally  obfcured  the  profpech  From  this  point 
the  Titlis  is  much  extolled  for  its  beautiful  and 
majeftic  appearance. 

From  hence  we  defcended  the  Enkeberg  Into 
a raoft  barren  region,  amid  a harveft  or  pointed 
rocks,  and  over  numerous  drifts  of  mow,  and 
fallen  fragments  of  (tone,  intermixed  with  fmall 
patches  of  ruffet  herbage,  which  contributed  to 
increafe  the  drearinefs  of  the  fcene.  Our 
defcent  continued  above  an  hour  and  an  half, 
along  a bare  flippery  rock  of  ilate,  or  In  the 
beds  of  torrents,  or  over  large  maffes  oi  ice  and 
fnow,  when  we  obferved  feveral  huts  fcatteied 
in'  a fmall  plain.  lHrom  their  fir  it  appearance 
we  concluded  that  we  fliould  preientiy  reach 
them,  but  the  precipices  were  fo  keep,  the 
paths  fo  rugged,  and  the  dmance  fo  much 
greater  than  we  at  fir  ft  imagined,  that  it  eni 
ployed  us  above  an  hour  and  an  hair® 

The  little  valley,  in  which  thefe  huts  are  fitu- 
ated,  is  called  Wald-nacht  Alp , contains  a fmall 
quantity  of  underwood,  and  feeds  a hundred  and 
thirty-three  cows,  befide  a few  fheep,  goats,  and 
hogs.  The  peafants  employed  in  tending  the 
cattle  and  making  cheefe,  ufually  arrive  on  the 
20th  of  June,  and  remain  about  a hundred 
4ays.  The  owner  of  the  hut  in  which  we  dried 
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our  clothes,  makes  every  day,  during  that  period, 
two  cheefes  of  twenty-five  pounds  each,  from  the 
milk  of  eighteen  cows. 

Having  taken  fome  refrefhment,  and  recovered 
our  fatigue,  we  continued  along  the  valley, 
through  fome  groves  of  poplars  and  firs,  and  at 
its  furthed  extremity  came  to  a fmgle  cottage 
feated  on  an  eminence,  the  firft  houfe  on  this 
fide  which  is  habitable  in  winter*  A little  fur- 
ther we  had  a profpedt  of  the  town  and  environs 
of  Altdorf ; the  fertile  vale  of  Schackeren, 
which,  though  a very  deep  afcent,  yet  from  this 
elevation  feemed  a level  plain  ; the  lake  of  Uri, 
which  looked  like  a fmall  rivulet  ; and  the  diflant 
mountains  reaching  beyond  the  St.  Gothard, 
The  defcent,  through  rich  fields  and  paftures, 
was  extremely  deep  and  tedious,  as  the  grafs 
was  rendered  flippery  by  the  rain,  and  we  did 
not  arrive  at  Altdorf  till  feven  in  the  evening, 
wet  and  exceedingly  fatigued,  but  much  pleaied 
with  our  expedition.  This  paffage  from  EngeL 
berg  to  Altdorf  is  edimated  at  feven  leagues.  A 
chaffeur  may  perform  it  in  four  hours;  a tra- 
veller accudomed  to  mountains,  in  fix;  and  a 
perlon  unufed  to  fuch  fatigue,  will  require  eight 
or  ten  hours* 
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WITZERLAND  is  a moft  delightful  conn 


try,  and  merits  the  particular  obfervation  of 
the  traveller,  as  well  for  the  diverfity  of  the 
governments,  as  for  the  wonderful  beauties  of 
nature  : but  the  impofitions  of  the  innkeepers, 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  horfes  % are 


inevitable 


* I would  recommend  to  all  travellers,  who  traverfe 
the  canton  of  Uri  in  order  to  vifit  the  alps,  either  to  hire 
horfes  at  Lucern,  or  to  befpeak  them  again  ft  their  arrival 
at  Altdorf.  If  we  fortunately  had  not  taken  the  latter 
precaution,  we  fhould  have  found  no  lefs  difficulty  in 
procuring  horfes  in  1785,  than  in  1776;  notwithftanding 
all  the  good  offices  of  our  landlord  at  the  Black  Lion, 
who,  knowing  that  I was  the  author  of  Letters  on  Swit- 
zerland, was  extremely  anxious  to  wipe  away  certain 
afperfions,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  feem 
to  glance  at  his  native  town.  The  two  Mr.  Cliffords, 
whom  we  met  at  Engelberg,  and  who,  to  our  great 
fatisfadion,  accompanied  us  in  our  tour  as  far  as  Geneva, 


were 
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inevitable  taxes  for  the  enjoyment  of  thefe  its 
delights.  Thefe  little  inconveniences,  however* 
fhould  be  borne  with  patience  and  good  humour ; 
nor  will  I trouble  you  with  any  fplenetic  corn- 
plaints  of  thofe  unpleafant  circum dances  which 
mu  ft  occur  to  all  travellers. 

Quitting  Altdorf,  we  pafled  at  firft  through 
a fertile  plain  of  pafture,  in  which  the  inhabit- 
ants  were  employed  in  mowing  the  fecond  crop 
of  hay,  and  in  about  nine  miles  began  afcend- 
ing.  The  road  winds  continually  along  the 
fteep  Tides  of  the  mountains,  and  the  Reufs 
fometimes  appeared  fever  a!  hundred  yards 
below  us ; here  rufhing  a confiderable  way 
through  a foreft  of  pines,  there  falling  in  cafi 
cades,  and  lofing  itfelf  in  the  valley.  We 
crofted  it  feveral  times,  over  bridges  of  a (ingle 
arch,  and  beheld  it  tumbling  under  our  feet, 
in  channels  which  it  had  forced  through  the 
folid  rock  ; innumerable  torrents  roaring  down 
the  Tides  of  the  mountains,  which  were  fome- 
times bare,  fometimes  finely  wooded,  with  here 
and  there  fome  fantaftic  trees  clothing  the  Tides 
of  the  precipice,  and  half  obfcuring  the  river® 


were  obliged  to  purfue  their  journey  on  foot,  not  being 
able  to  procure  more  than  one  horfe,  which  was  appro- 
priated to  their  baggage. 


The 
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The  darknefs  and  folitude  of  the  forefts,  the 
occafional  livelinefs  and  variety  of  the  verdure, 
immenfe  fragments  of  rock  blended  with  enor» 

O 

mous  mafles  of  ice ; crags  of  an  aftonifhing 
height  piled  upon  one  another,  and  Abutting  in 
the  vale  fuch  are  the  fublime  and  magnifi- 
cent fcenes  with  which  this  romantic  country 
abounds. 

Near  Wafen  is  the  valley  of  Meyen ; the 
torrent  that  dailies  through  it,  and  falls  into  the 
the  Reufs,  forms  a feries  of  grand  catarafis, 
which  the  traveller  may  enjoy  by  venturing  to 
the  edge  of  the  precipice,  and  fupporting  himfelf 
againft  an  impending  pine,  that  overlooks  the 
gulf. 

We  fet  out  this  morning  early  Rom  Wafen,  a 
final!  village  where  we  palled  the  night ; and 
continued  advancing  for  fome  way  up  a rugged 
afcent,  through  the  fame  wild  and  beautiful  tract 
of  country,  which  I have  juft  attempted  to 
defcribe.  We  could  fcarcely  walk  a hundred 
yards  without  eroding  feveral  torrents,  that 
rolled  with  violence  from  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains. This  being  one  of  the  great  paifes  into 
Italy*,  we  met  many  pack-horfes  laden  with 
merchandize  ; and  as  the  road  in  particular  parts 
is  very  narrow,  it  required  fome  dexterity  in 
the  horfes  to  pafs  one  another  without  joftling. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  roads,  impending  over  precipices,  can* 
fail  of  infpiring  terror  to  travellers,  who 
are  unaccustomed  to  them  ; more  particularly 
as  the  mules  and  horfes  do  not  keep  in  the 
middle  of  the  track,  but  continue  eroding  from 
the  fide  of  the  mountain  towards  the  edge  of  an 
abyfs,  then  turn  aflant  abruptly  ; thus  forming, 
if  I may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  a conftant  zig-zag. 

Thus  far  the  country  appeared  to  be  tole- 
rably well  peopled;  we  palled  through  feveral 
villages  fituated  towards  the  bottom  and  lefs 
narrow  part  of  the  valley  ; the  fides  of  the 
mountains  were  occafionally  ftrewed  with  cot- 
tages, covered  with  forefts,  or  enriched  with 
pafrures.  Still  continuing  to  afeend,  the  fee- 
nery  beyond  Wafen  fuddenly  changing,  became 
more  wild  and  defert ; there  were  no  traces  of 
trees,  except  here  and  there  a flubbed  pine  ; 
the  rocks  were  bare,  craggy,  and  impending  ; 
not  the  lead  fign  of  any  habitation,  and  fcarcely 
a blade  of  grafs  to  be  feen.  We  then  came  to 
a bridge  thrown  acrofs  a deep  chafm  over  the 
Reufs,  which  formed  a confiderable  cataract 
down  the  fnagged  Tides  of  the  mountain,  and 
over  immenfe  fragments  of  rock  which  it  has 
undermined  in  its  courfe.  This  bridge  is  called 
Teufels-bruck , or  the  Devil’s  bridge.  As  we 
flood  upon  the  bridge,  contemplating  the  fall 

and 
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iind  liftening  to  the  roar  of  ths  cataraCl^  we 
were  covered  with  a fpra/y,  which  the  riv^i 
threw  up  to  a confiderable  height.  Thefe  are 
fublime  fcenes  of  horror,  of  which  thofe  who 
have  not  been  fpedators,  can  form  no  perfect 
idea : they  defy  the  reprefentations  of  painting 

or  poetty  *.  Not 

* Many  travellers  have  been  difappomted  on  th ejirjl 
view  of  the  Devil's  bridge.  It  ought  therefore  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  bridge  itfelf,  though  of  difficult  exe- 
cution, is  a trifling  objed,  and  not  fo  flupendous  as  many 
others  in  Switzerland  ; and  that  it  is  the  wild  and  majeflic 
fcenery  that  aftonifhes  and  exalts  the  beholder.  Thh 
bridge  was  deftroyed  by  the  French  in  1799,  and  the 
torrent  was  paffed  by  Marffial  Suwaiof  and  the  Ruffians, 
when  he  made  his  famous  retreat. 

Perhaps  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  content- 
plate  SuwaroPs  pidure  of  this  fublime  fcenery,  in  his 
difpatch  to  the  emperor  of  Ruffia,  dated  reldkuch, 
Od.  3,  O.  S. 

««  Our  army  left  the  frontiers  of  Italy,  regretted  by  all 
the  inhabitants,  but  with  the  glory  of  having  liberated 
that  country,  and  traverfed  a chain  of  dreaaful  moun- 
tains. Idere  St.  Gothard,  the  coloffus  of  mountains, 
furrounded  by  clouds  impregnated  with  thunder,  piefents 
itfelf  to  our  view ; there  the  Vogelberg,  driving  as  it 
were  to  eclipfe  the  former  in  terrific  grandeur  ! All 
dangers,  all  obftacles,  are  furmounted;  and  amidft  the 
combat  of  elements,  the  enemy  cannot  withfland  the 
brave  army  which  fuddenly  appears  on  this  new  theatre  5 
everywhere  they  are  driven  back.  Youl  Impel  ial 

Majefty’s  troops  penetrated  the  dark  mountain  cavern  of 

Urferen, 
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Not  far  from  this  defolate  landfcape,  the  road 
led  us  into  the  Urner-loch , a fubterraneous  paf» 
fage  cut  through  a rock  of  granite  which  opened 
at  the  oppofite  entrance  into  the  ferene  and 
cultivated  valley  of  Urferen : the  objects  that 
prefented  themfelves  were,  a village  backed  by 


Urferen,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  bridge 
which  joins  two  mountains,  and  juftly  bears  the  name  of 
Devil’s  bridge.  Though  the  enemy  dehroyed  it,  the 
progrefs  of  the  victorious  troops  was  not  impeded ; 
boards  were  tied  together  with  the  officers’  fcarfs,  and 
along  that  bridge  they  threw  themfelves  from  the 
higheft  precipices  into  tremendous  abylies,  fell  in  with 
the  enemy,  and  defeated  them  wherever  they  could 
reach  them.  It  now  remained  for  our  troops  to  climb 
Mount  Winter,  the  fummit  of  which  is  covered  with 
everlafting  fnow,  and  whofe  naked  rocks  furpafs  every 
other  in  fteepnefs.  Alrnoft  buried  in  mud,  they  were 
obliged  to  afcend  through  cataraCts  rolling  down  with 
dreadful  impetuofity,  hurling  with  irrefiftible  force  huge 
fragments  of  rock,  and  malfes  of  fnow  and  clay,  by 
which  numbers  of  men  and  horfes  were  impelled  down 
the  gaping  caverns,  where  fome  found  their  graves,  and 
others  efcaped  with  the  greateft  difficulty.  It  is  beyond 
the  powers  of  language  to  paint  this  awful  fpe&acle  of 
nature  in  all  its  horrors.” 

* This  palfage  was  hollowed  in  1707,  by  Peter  More- 
tini,  a native  of  Val-Maggia,  at  the  expence  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  valley  of  Urferen.  It  is  nine  feet  in 
breadth,  ten  in  height,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  in 
length. 

a high 
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a high  mountain,  and  a wood  of  pines;  peafants 
at  work  in  the  fields,  cattle  feeding  in  the  mea- 
dows, and  the  river,  which  was  lately  all  foam 
and  agitation,  now  flowed  filently  and  fmoothly; 
while  the  fun,  which  had  been  hidden  from  us 
In  the  deep  abyfs,  (hone  in  its  full  fplendor® 
In  general  there  is  a regular  gradation  from 
extreme  wildnefs  to  high  cultivation  ; but  here 
the  tranfition  was  abrupt,  and  the  change 
inflantaneous  : it  was  like  the  lifting  up  of  a 
curtain,  and  had  all  the  effeCt  of  enchantment. 

In  this  valley  are  four  villages,  Urferen, 
Hopital,  Realp,  and  Zundorf ; forming  a final! 
republic  under  the  protection  of  Uri.  The  terri- 
tory of  this  little  commonwealth  is  about  nine 
miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  and  contains 
thirteen  hundred  fouls.  The  people  eleCt,  in 
their  general  aflernbly,  their  Talamman  or  chief, 
as  alfo  fome  other  magiftrates ; and  there  is  a 
permanent  council  of  fifteen  members,  who 
afiemble  in  each  of  the  different  diftri&s.  The 
inhabitants  enjoy  great  privileges,  but  are  not 
abfolutely  independent : for  in  civil  caufes  an 
appeal  lies  from  their  courts  of  juftice  to  Altdorf, 
and  in  criminal  proceedings,  two  deputies  from 
the  government  of  Uri  are  prefent  at  the  trial, 
and  deliver  to  the  judges  of  the  valley  the  opi- 
nion of  the  council  of  Altdorf. 
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Notwithstanding  the  confiderable  elevation  of 
this  valley,  and  the  coldnefs  of  the  air  even  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  it  produces  excellent  paL 
ture.  The  only  wood  therein  is  the  finall  plant- 
ation of  pines  above  the  village  of  Urferen, 
which  is  preferved  with  uncommon  care  and 
reverence,  and  a fmall  quantity  of  underwood 
and  flubbed  willows,  that  feather  the  banks  of 
the  Reufs.  In  the  adjacent  country  there  are 
feveial  mines  of  cryflal,  of  which  a confiderable 
quantity  is  exported.  The  language  of  the 
natives  is  a kind  of  provincial  German,  but 
almofl  every  perfon  fpeaks  Italian. 

The  valley  of  Urferen  is  a fmall  plain  fur- 
rounded  by  high  mountains,  covered  with  paf» 
ture  terminating  in  barren  rocks,  in  many 
parts  capped  with  fnow.  Near  the  middle  of 
this  beautiful  plain  we  turned  to  the  left,  and 
entered  the  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  filled  with 
the  ruins  of  broken  mountains  ; the  Reufs,  a 
moll  rapid  and  vehement  torrent,  burfling 
through  it ; on  each  fide,  immenfe  fhattered 
blocks  of  granite,  of  a beautiful  greyifli  colour 
(and  of  which  the  fummits  of  thefe  alps  are 
compofed)  confufedly  piled  together. 

,The  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  though  not  fo 
wild  as  that  of  Schoellenen,  is  yet  exceedingly 
dreary.  It  does  not  contain  a fmgle  fhed,  or 
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. produce  a Tingle  tree ; and  the  Tides  of  the 
mountains  are  barely  fprinkled  with  fhort  herb- 
age. The  extremity  is  clofed  by  the  ftill  ruder 
-and  naked  rocks  of  the  Feudo,  fupporting  in 
its  hollows  vaft  mafles  of  fnow,  while  the 
fuperb  glacier  of  the  Locendro  towers  above 
the  adjacent  heights.  It  is  about  two  leagues 
from  Urferen  to  this  place ; but  the  road,  con- 
fidering  the  ruggednefs  of  the  rocks  and  the 
fteepnefs  of  the  afcent,  is  not  incommodious  : 
it  is  from  nine  to  twelve  feet  broad,  and  almoft 
as  well  paved  as  the  ftreets  of  London. 

We  are  now  lodged  at  a houfe  inhabited  by 
two  Italian  friars  from  the  convent  of  Capuchins 

t 

at  Milan,  who  receive  all  Grangers  that  pafs 
through  thefe  inhofpitable  regions.  One  of  the 
friars  is  abfent,-  fo  that  I am  in  pofteffion  of  his 
bedchamber : it  is  a fnug  little  room,  where  a 
man  may  deep  very  well  without  being  an 
anchorite,  and  which,  after  the  fatigues  of  our 
journey,  I enjoy  with  a fatisfaclion  much  too 
fenfible  to  envy  the  luxury  of  a palace.  Our 
holt  has  juft  fupplied  us  with  a dinner,  confut- 
ing of  delicious  trout,  with  which  the  neigh- 
bouring lake  of  Locendro  abounds,  eggs,  and 
milk,  together  with  excellent  butter  and  cheefe  \ 
both  made  in  this  dreary  fpot. 

Upon  our  arrival  we  were  rejoiced  to  find  a 
good  fire ; the  weather  being  fo  exceedingly 

\ Vol.  I.  Z cold^ 


cold,  that  T,  who  was  only  clad  in  a thin  camlet 
coat,  entered  the  houfe  half  frozen.  It  is  lin- 
gular to  find,  at  the  diftance  of  only  a day  s 
journey,  fuch  a difference  in  the  climate  * the 
air  is  abfolutefy  in  a freezing  ftate  *,  and  I juft, 
now  paffed  a boy  at  work,  who  was  blowing  his 
fingers  to  warm  them.  If  the  cold  is  fo  piercing 
in  the  midft  of  fummer,  how  intolerable  muft 
it  prove  in  December  ? The  fnow  begins  to  fall 
the  latter  end  of  September  , and  the  lakes  aoout 
this  fpot  are  frozen  during  eight  months  in  the 
year. 

I am  juft  returned  from  vifiting  the  fources  of 
the  Tefino  and  the  Reufs,  which  rife  within  a 
fhort  diftance  of  each  other.  The  Tefino  has 
three  principal  fources  in  the  chain  of  the  St» 
Gothard.  The  hrft  is  a fpring  near  the  foot  of 
the  Profa,  entirely  covered  with  frozen  fnow, 
or,  when  that  is  melted,  with  fallen  fragments 
of  rock,  through  which  it  trickles  in  numerous 
currents,  that  unite  and  help  to  form  a final! 
lake : from  this  piece  of  water  it  communicates 
•with  two  other  lakes,  and  iffues  in  a moie 
eonfiderable  torrent. 

The  lake  of  La  Sella,  in  another  part  of  the 
eaftern  chain,  fupplies  the  fecond  fource ; the 
third  is  furnilhed  by  the  fnows  of  Mount  Feudo. 
Thefe  three  fources  uniting  with  another  branch, 
that  flows  from  the  Furca  through  the  valley  of 

Bedreto* 
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Bedreto,  form  one  great  torrent,  which  takes  its 
courfe  towards  the  fouth,  enters  the  lake  of 
Locarno,  and  traverfing  part  of  the  Milanefe 
falls  into  the  Po. 

The  fource  of  the  Reufs  is  the  lake  of  Lo- 
cendro,  an  oblong  piece  of  water  about  three 
miles  in  circumference,  ftretching  between 
the  mountains  of  Petina  and  Locendro,  and 
aim  oft  entirely  fupplied  by  the  iinmenfe  gla- 
ciers which  crown  the  furnmit  of  the  Locen- 
dro. The  ft  ream  ifluing  from  this  lake  rufhes 
down  the  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  and  joining  in 
the  vale  of  Urferen  the  two  branches  which 
come  from  the  Furca  on  one  fide,  and  from  the 
Grifon  mountains  on  the  other,  flows  towards 
the  north  into  the  lake  of  Lucern,  and  from 
thence  throws  itfelf  into  the  Aar. 

Within  a day’s  journey  is  the  fource  of  the 
Rhine  in  the  Grifons,  and  about  the  diftance  of 
three  leagues,  that  of  the  Rhone  in  the  Furca, 
which  mountain  we  (hall  pafs  to-morrow.  We 
are  ftill  furrounded  by  high  rugged  rocks* 
and  inacceflible  glaciers ; fo  that  our  view  is 
much  confined  ; though  I walked  above  a league 
towards  Italy,  in  hopes  of  enjoying  an  exten- 
five  profpedt  over  that  delightful  country,  yet 
I could  obferve  nothing  but  rocks,  precipices^ 
and  torrents. 
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I am  at  this  inftant  near  * feven  thoufand  feet 
perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  fea ; no 
inconliderable  height,  moll  certainly.  Never- 
thelefs,  if  I gave  credit  to  thofe  who  affert, 
that  this  mountain  is  the  loitiefl  point  in  Europe, 

I fhould  raife  myfelf  in  idea  above  twice  as 
high ; but  I have  reafon  to  think,  that  this  opi- 
nion is  founded  upon  falfe  calculations.  Mikeli, 
who  meafured  the  principal  mountains  of  Swit- 
zerland, but  who  is  very  inaccurate  in  his  calcu- 
lations, confiders  the  St.  Gothard  as  the 
higheft ; and  he  eftimates  its  elevation  above 
the  fea  at  17,600  feet.  But,  fo  far  from  being 
of  that  height,  it  is  by  no  means  the  higheft 
ground  of  Switzerland  ; and  there  is  probably 
not  one  mountain,  either  in  Europe,  Afia,  or 
Africa,  of  that  altitude.  According  to  General 
Pfiffer,  the  fummitof  the  St.  Gothard  rifes  above 
the  fea  9,075  feet;  an  elevation  confiderably 
lefs  than  that  of  JEtna  and  Teneriff,  and 
Rill  more  inferior  to  feveral  mountains  in  the 
great  chain  of  alps,  to  which  we  are  bending 
our  courfe. 

* According  to  M.  de  Sauflure,  the  fpot  upon  which 
the  houfe  of  the  Capuchin  friars  is  built,  is  1,061  French 
toifes  above  the  fea. 
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Augufl  1785. 

On  my  entrance  Into  the  little  plain  in  which 
the  friar’s  houfe  is  fituated,  although  the  air  was 
exceedingly  keen,  I did  not  experience  that 
piercing  cold  which  I felt  in  1776  ; but  the  day 
was  fine,  and  the  fun  (hone  unclouded.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  houfe,  the  friar  was  faying 
mafs  to  an  audience  of  about  twenty  perfons, 
many  of  whom  come  from  the  neighbouring 
alps,  where  they  are  tending  cattle,  to  divine 
iervice  on  Sundays  and  feltivals.  At  the  conclu- 
fion  of  mafs,  the  friar,  whofe  name  is  Francis, 
Immediately  recollected,  and  received  me  with 
great  fatisfaclion.  He  is  well  known  to  all  tra- 
vellers that  pafs  this  wTay,  having  already  inha- 
bited this  dreary  fpot  above  twenty  years.  Since 
my  laft  expedition,  he  has  confiderably  enlarged 
iris  houfe,  and  rendered  it  extremely  commo- 
dious. It  contains  at  prefent,  befides  feveral 
fitting-rooms,  kitchens,  and  an  apartment  for 
the  family,  nine  final!  but  neat  bedchambers 
appropriated  to  travellers.  1 he  expence  of  this 
addition  has  already  amounted  to  £.  300, 
part  of  which  he  collected  in  various  difiridis 
of  Switzerland  ; an  equal  fum  is  required 
to  difcharge  the  prefent  debts,  and  to  make 
the  further  necelfary  improvements,  which  he 
hopes  to  procure  by  another  colledlion. 
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Friar  Francis  obligingly  accompanied  me 
about  the  environs,  and  favoured  me  with  the 
following  particulars,  in  addition  to  my  former 
account.  The  chain  of  mountains,  which 
immediately  furrounds  this  place,  takes  the 
general  appellation  of  St.  Gothard ; and  its 
particular  parts  are  called  by  different  names  ; 
of  which  the  principal  are,  the  Salla,  Profa, 
and  Surecha,  to  the  eaft ; the  Feudo,  the 
Petina,  and  the  Locendro,  to  the  weft  ; to  the 
north,  the  Urfino  ; and  to  the  fouth,  the 
ridge  of  naked  and  piked  rocks  of  the  Val- 
Maggia.  Of  thefe  the  Feudo  is  the  moft  ele- 
vated : its  higheft  point  rifes  more  than 
2000  feet  above  the  plain  in  which  Hands 
the  friar’s  houfe,  and  requires  three  hours  to 
reach  it.  There  are  fix  paftures  on  the  neigh- 
bouring heights,  on  which  are  fed  two  hundred 
cows,  a hundred  and  fifty  goats,  and  thirty  horfes. 

On  examining,  at  mid-day,  Reaumur’s  ther- 
mometer, placed  in  the  fhade  in  a northern 
afpe6l,  I was  much  furprifed  to  find,  that  the 
mercury  flood  at  6 h above  freezing  point,  or 
46  of  Fahrenheit,  although  the  northern  wind 
was  exceedingly  keen,  and,  if  I had  judged 
from  my  own  feelings,  I fhould  have  concluded 
that  the  air  was  in  a freezing  ft  ate. 

About  four  years  ago,  the  eledlor  of  Bavaria 
font.  to  the  friar  feveral  barometers,  thermome- 
ters, 
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ters,  and  other  meteorological  indruments, 
which  enabled  him  to  note  the  variations  of 
the  atmofphere,  and  to  form  a feries  of  obferv« 
afions.  In  the  mod  extreme  cold  he  ever 
experienced  in  thefe  parts,  the  mercury  in 
Reaumur’s  thermometer  fell  to  19  degrees 
below  freezing  point,  or  — 10  of  Fahrenheit. 

In  1784.  Greated  heat  on  the  13th  of 
September,  it  flood  at  13,  or  6 if  of  Fah- 
renheit. Greatefl  cold  at — 17,  or  8~  of  Fah« 
renheit. 

M.  de  Luc’s  barometer  never  rbfe 

higher  than  — 22 . 3.  !• 

or  fell  lov/er  than  — 20.  9.  9° 

It  appeared  from  obfervations  made  in  1784, 
that  the  average  date  of  the  thermometer  and 
barometer  was  as  follows : 


Thermometer. 


Barometer. 


in  the  ) 
>rning,  j 


Nine 

morning, 


2 /0  of  Re  an  mur,  or  iB  of  Fahrenheit  2192 


Mid-day  — Q 


Nine  in  the  ) 
afternoon,  f 


1—3  lines, 


or  32 
or  29 J 


21  9 3 
21  9 4 


In  the  fame  year  it  fnowed  during  fome  part 
of  118  days;  rained  78;  cloudy  293  ; temped, 
with  hail,  12;  thunder  and  lightning  22  ; rain- 
bow 4.  Halos  round  the  fun  2,  and  round  the 
Serene  days  87. 
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Pojfage  and  Glacier  of  the  Furca — Source  of  the 

Rhone . 

Munfter  in  the  Vallais,  Aug.  11,  177^* 

T ARRIVED  here  late  yederday  evening,  and 
fo  fatigued  that  I was  incapable  of  writing, 
but  I am  this  morning  refrelhed  with  a com- 
fortable fleep,  and  in  fpirits  to  continue  my 
journal.  I took  leave  of  our  hod  at  St.  Got« 
hard,  and  walked  alone,  for  about  two  leagues, 
down  the  valley.  I frequently  quit  my  party, 
and  either  go  on  before,  or  loiter  behind,  that 
I may  enjoy  uninterrupted,  and  with  a fort  of 
melancholy  pleafure,  thefe  fublime  exhibitions 
of  Nature  in  her  mod  awful  and  tremendous 
forms.  I entered  the  valley  of  Urferen  at 
Hopital,  and  was  again  ftruck  with  the  drong 
contrail  between  that  cultivated  vale  and  the 
defolate  country  I had  juft  quitted.  At  the 
fame  time  I enjoyed  a mod  fublime  view  of 
the  high  chain  that  enclofes  the  vale  of  Urferen, 
and  particularly  noticed  the  towering  rocks, 
which  hand  in  the  country  of  the  Grifons,  one 
of  them  fupporting  on  its  rugged  top  a glacier, 

from 
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•from  which  the  Rhine  takes  its  rife.  We  paffed 
through  the  finall  village  of  Zundorf,  and 
flopped  at  Realp,  to  procure  fome  refreshment, 
and  bait  our  horfes.  From  thence  we  foon 
reached  the  extremity  of  the  valley  of  Ur- 
feren ; where  we  began  aicending  a path  fo 
narrow,  deep,  and  rugged,  that  I fufpedled 
we  had  miffed  our  way,  as  it  feemed  almoffc 
impracticable  for  horles  ^ upon  their  arrival, 
however,  I mounted,  being  fatigued  with 
my  walk  from  St.  Gothard  to  Realp.  It  was 
a fingle  path,  up  a deep  mountain,  where 
a horfe,  with  fome  dexterity,  could  juft  put  one 
leg  before  the  other : this  path  fometimes  lay 
upon  the  edge  of  a precipice,  very  craggy  and 
(tony  ; where,  if  my  deed  had  happened  to 
durable,  we  mud  both  inevitably  have  perifhed* 
But  as  I knew  he  was  no  more  inclined  than 
myfelf  to  roll  down  the  precipice,  I flung  the 
bridle  upon  his  mane,  and  entry  ded  myfelf  to 
his  direction.  Nor  had  I any  reafon  to  repent 
of  my  confidence ; for,  in  the  bad  and  danger* 
ous  parts,  he  never  once  tripped ; where  it  was 
fmoother  and  fafer,  indeed,  he  knew  he  had  a 

licence  to  be  more  carelefs. 

We  came  at  length  to  a torrent,  through 

which  we  drove  our  horfes  with  fome  difficulty, 

and  eroded  it  by  means  of  a plank;  a little 

farther 
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farther  we  arrived  at  another,  deeper  and  more 
violent,  over  which  there  was  no  bridge,  nor 
the  lead:  appearance  of  any  track  on  the  other 
fide ; it  was  a considerable  diftance  from  any 
habitation,  and  our  guide  unacquainted  with 
the  road.  After  fome  observation  we  discovered 
that  the  mountain  had  lately  fallen  down,  and 
overwhelmed  the  path,  leaving  only  a very  faint 
narrow  track  on  the  fide  of  the  precipice,  along 
which  my  companions  Scrambled  upon  their 
hands  and  knees.  While  I was  eroding  the 
torrent  on  horSeback,  I heard  a Scream,  and 
turning  round,  Saw  one  of  our  Servants  Seized 
with  a panic  on  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice, 
and  vehemently  exclaiming,  that  he  could  nek 
ther  get  backwards  or  forwards.  Nevertheless, 
with  fome  affiftance,  he  paifed  over,  declaring, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  take  care  never 
to  put  himfelf  again  in  a Similar  Situation.  We 
now  regained  a kind  of  path,  but  So  extremely 
deep,  that  we  prudently  dismounted,  and  Suf- 
fered the  horfes  to  make  their  own  way.  With 
much  difficulty,  and  after  eroding  Several  large 
drifts  of  ice  and  Snow,  the  torrents  at  the 
fame  time  rumbling  under  our  feet,  we  reached, 
by  a very  deep  afeent,  the  Summit  of  the  Furca. 
A number  of  rugged  and  forked  rocks,  piled 
one  above  another,  have  occafioned,  it  is  Said, 

this 
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this  chain  to  be  called  the  Furca . The  coun- 
try immediately  around  was  as  dreary  and  defo- 
Sate  as  the  valley  of  Schoellenen  ; all  vegeta- 
tion feemed  to  have  ceafed : lower  down,  the 
mountains  were  covered  with  herbage  and  fweet- 
fcented  flowers  ; near  us,  but  higher,  on  the  left, 
between  the  Blaueberg  and  the  Lungnetz,  lay  a 
large  body  of  ice,  from  which  iffued  a torrent  *9 
probably  one  of  the  firlt  fources  of  the  Rhone® 
In  a word,  the  majeftic  objects  that  prefented 
themfelves  to  our  view,  formed  a mod  adonifh- 
ing  and  fublime  fcene® 

From  hence  we  defcended  broken  rocks  and 
craggy  precipices  for  a confiderable  way®  By 
this  time  I was  fo  much  fatigued,  that  I waa 
glad  to  fit  down  and  take  fome  refrefhment, 
confiding  of  bread,  cheefe,  and  hard  eggs ; the 
only  providon  we  could  procure  at  Realp.  We 
were  feated  by  a dream  of  clear  water  ripling 
down  the  fide  of  a mountain,  fo  exceedingly 
deep,  that  our  humble  repad  would  have  rolled 

* I was  informed  by  a friar  of  Realp,  who  travels 
much  in  thefe  parts,  that  this  torrent,  which  is  turbid 
in  fummer,  is,  in  winter,  as  tranfparent  as  the  cleared 
fpring;  and  that  when  the  accumulation  of  the  fhow 
prevents  it  from  flowing  under  the  glacier  of  the  Furca, 
it  then  forms  a lake,  runs  over  the  ice,  and  rufhes  to 
the  Vallais  with  the  waters  it  receives  in  its  courfe. 
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away,  if  it  had  not  been  fupported.  In  full 
view  before  us  was  the  glacier  of  the  Furca  ; 
an  immenfe  valley  of  ice,  extending  at  lead  three 
miles  in  length,  and  near  a mile  in  breadth 
between  the  Gletcherberg  and  the  Satzberg, 
rocks  more  Flagged,  if  poflible,  than  any  of 
the  neighbouring  mountains  : it  dretches  from 
their  feet,  fills  up  the  intervening  chafm,  and 
reaches  almoft  to  their  fummits.  The  rays 
of  the  fun  caufed  it  to  gliden  like  chrydal ; 
while  the  blue  tints,  refleded  on  the  furface, 
appeared  inexpreflibly  beautiful,  The  ice 
feemed  to  break  in  feveral  parts,  as  we  heard 
fome  loud  and  deep  cracks ; the  torrent  of  the 
Rhone  at  the  fame  time  roaring  beneath. 
That  river  is  chiefly  formed  by  this  glacier  : the 
fmall  torrent,  which  burfts  from  the  body  of  ice 
between  the  Blaueberg  and  the  Lungnetz,  being 
joined  by  feveral  dreams,  lofes  itfelf  under  the 
vad  arch  of  ice  that  forms  the  bottom  of  the 
glacier,  iffues  confiderably  augmented,  and  is 
the  great  and  principal  fource  from  whence  the 
Rhone  takes  its  rife.  The  range  of  mountains 
on  which  we  were  fitting,  was  overfpread  with 
underwood  and  herbage,  and  fome  cattle 
were  feeding  along  the  heights : a fine  contrad 
to  the  derility  of  the  oppofite  chain,  which 
appeared,  for  fome  extent,  nothing  but  bare 

rock, 
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rock,  except  where  it  was  covered  with  ice  and 
frozen  fnow. 

Having  finiOied  our  banquet,  and  repofed 
ourfelves  for  a fhort  time,  in  contemplation  of 
the  fcene,  we  defcended  to  the  bottom  of  the 
glacier,  where  we  admired  the  Rhone  breaking 
forth  with  violence  from  the  bed  of  ice,  near 
the  huge  fragments  of  a fallen  rock*  We  now 
followed  the  courfe  of  that  river,  and  pro- 
ceeded  down  a mountain  fo  deep,  that  feveral 
parts  of  the  road  winding  along  its  Tides,  were 
frequently  parallel  to  each  other,  dhe  lcenery 
of  the  valley,  which  we  now  entered,  was  of 
the  fame  nature  as  that  of  Schoellenen  ; the 
Rhone  foaming  with  amazing  rapidity,  and 
falling  in  a continual  cataradl  at  the  foot  of 
irregular  and  immeasurable  alps.  "We  travelled 
through  this  valley  above  two  leagues,  perpetu» 
ally  afcending  or  defending  the  rugged  Tides 
of  rocks , one  moment  clofe  to  the  river,  and 
the  next  fome  hundred  yards  above  it.  At  firlt 
the  rocks  were  either  bare,  or  ftudded  with 
a few  draggling  pines ; but  as  we  advanced, 
became  more  and  more  clothed  with  wood  and 
verdure : dill,  however,  we  obierved  no  iraces 
of  any  habitation,  and  we  had  now  meafured 
at  lead  fifteen  miles  from  the  valley  of  Urferen, 
without  feeing  a Angle  dwelling.  I was  here  fo 

druck 
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ftruck  with  the  beauty  of  the  forefts,  and  the  lux- 
uriance of  the  pafture,  that  I could  not  avoid  ex- 
preffing  my  aftonifhment  on  obferving  no  appear- 
ance of  any  habitation  in  thefe  delightful  fpots. 
I had  fcarcely  made  the  remark,  when  four  of 
five  cottages,  fituated  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Rhone,  upon  a beautiful  declivity,  announced 
our  approach  to  the  Vallais.  Not  long  after- 
wards, we  unexpectedly  came  to  an  opening 
which  commanded  an  extenfive  view  of  that  fer- 
tile vale,  containing  feveral  fcattered  villages.  In 
this  very  fpot  a peafant  of  tafie  has  built  his 
cottage.  Here  we  quitted  the  rugged  track* 
and  defcended  into  the  Vallais. 

We  had  propofed  pahing  the  night  at  Ober- 
wald,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  but,  upon 
inquiry,  found  no  refrefhment.  The  mafter  of 
a little  hovel,  which  was  called  an  inn,  pointed 
to  a large  cheefe,  and  told  us  that  was  all  his 
provifion  ; it  was  his  bread,  his  fi(h,  and  his 
meat.  As  there  was  no  better  accommodation 
at  Obergeftlen,  we  continued  our  route  to 
Munfler,  where  we  did  not  arrive  till  late  ; here 
we  found  an  excellent  inn  for  this"  country, 
which  afforded  good  bread,  and  even  fome 
meat;  but  what  was  far  more  comfortable  to 
me,  a quiet  room  and  a clean  bed. 

I am,  &c. 
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Mount  Grimj el  — Source  of  the  Aar  — Qf  the 

Chamois . 

Spital  upon  the  Grimfel,  Auguft  1 1. 

THE  Vallaifans  are  remarkably  attached  to 
their  liberty.  On  quitting  Munfter  this 
morning,  we  joined  company  with  a peafant, 
with  whom  we  had  a long  converfation.  He 
demanded  our  opinion  of  the  country  ; and, 
pointing  to  the  mountains,  exclaimed,  “ Behold 
« our  walls  and  bulwarks ; Conftantinople  is 
« not  fo  ftrongly  fortified.”  This  upper  part 
of  the  Vallais,  I fliould  imagine,  is  not  much 
frequented  by  travellers,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  curiofity  of  the  people,  who  all  came 
out  to  gaze  upon  us ; and,  on  difcovering 
that  we  were  Englilhmen,  they  obferved  us 
with  greater  attention.  But  what  furprifed  us 
was,  that  the  peafant  above-mentioned  inquired 
concerning  the  (late  of  our  war  with  the  Ame- 
rican^. 


After 
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After  returning  about  a league  through  the 
fame  fertile  and  well-cultivated  country  which 
we  traverfed  yefterday,  we  left  the  plain,  and 
afcended  the  Grimfel ; one  of  thofe  alps  which 
feparate  the  V&llais  from  the  * canton  of  Bern. 
We  employed  four  hours  in  climbing  a fteep 
and  craggy  road  to  the  fummit,  and  fhould 
have  confidered  the  attempt  as  fcarcely  prac- 
ticable,  had  we  not  been  encouraged  by  the 
experience  of  yefterday.  We  crofted  the  feveral 
fhades  of  vegetation  : in  the  valley,  and  the 
lower  parts  of  the  mountain,  corn  and  rich 
meadows  ; then  forefts  of  larch  and  pine  ; next, 
fhort  grafs,  together  with  feveral  fpecies  of 
herbs,  that  afford  exquifite  pafture  to  the  cattle  ; 
to  thefe  fucceeded  the  various  tribes  of  moftes 
and  lichens ; then  bare  rock  and  fnow.  It 
would  be  curious  to  conftrufl,  or  at  leaft  to 
imagine,  a fcale  of  vegetation,  according  to  the 
idea  of  a French  writer ; who  afterts,  that 
exceflive  cold  and  exceftive  heat  are  equally 
pernicious.  The  tops  of  thefe  mountains 
are  barren,  and  produce  no  plants ; and  at 
certain  heights  nothing  but  moftes  and  lichens 
will  vegetate  : the  fame  occurs  in  climates 
where  the  heat  is  intolerable ; as  no  other 
vegetable  productions  are  obferved  in  the  burn- 

ing 
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mg  fands  of  Africa,,  The  lichens  and  modes 
then,  which  fupport  the  cold  better  than  other 
plants,  would  form  the  firft  degree  of  a fcale 
adjufted  to  determine,  how  far  vegetation 
accords  with  the  temperature  of  the  atmofpliere® 
The  fame  families  of  plants,  as  they  bear  alfo 
the  heat  much  better  than  any  other,  would 
occupy  the  lad:  degree  in  the  fcale*  Thus, 
according  to  this  fanciful  fcale,  the  two  extremes 
touch  each  other  furprifmgly. 

From  the  top  of  the  Grimfel  we  descended 
about  two  miles,  and  arrived  at  a fmall  plain 
or  hollow  in  the  midft  of  the  mountains j con® 
taming  one  folitarv  hovel,  from  which  I 
am  now  writing  to  you®  Notwithftanding  its 
wretched  appearance,  we  found  in  this  defert 
fpot  all  the  accommodations  we  could  wifli 
for,  except  beds,  and  thefe  are  the  lefs  neceh 
fary,  after  our  found  deep  laft  night.  Not 
to  mention  excellent  cheefe,  butter,  and  milk 
(our  ordinary  fare)  we  obtained  fome  good 
wine,  a fmall  portion  of  kid,  and  a boiled 
marmot  % which  we  have  juft  devoured ; ah 
though  at  another  time  we  fhould  have  revolted 
at  the  very  idea.  The  landlord  is  flattened  in 

| 

* See  an  account  of  the  Marmot  in  ¥oL  iih 
Vol.  L A a 
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this  forlorn  region  by  the  canton  of  Bern,  and 
refides  in  it  about  nine  months ; he  ufually 
arrives  here  on  the  firft  of  Maich,  and  retires 
in  the  beginning  of  December.  When  he  quits 
the  place,  he  leaves  a certain  quantity  of  cheefe, 
hard  bread,  falted  provifion,  and  fuel,  in  cafe 
any  unfortunate  wanderer  fhould  happen  to 
come  this  way  in  winter  ; and  we  obferv  ed  tong 
poles-  fixed  on  both  fides  of  the  track,  at 
fmall  diltances  from  each  other,  in  order  to 
point  out  the  path  to  travellers,  who  may 
chance  to  pafs  this  mountain  after  the  fnow  has 
begun  to  fall.  The  road  is  feldom  open  for 
horfes  before  the  firft  of  June.  Near  the  houfe, 
upon  the  top  of  a fmall  rock,  our  hoft  has 
contrived  a kind  of  little  garden,  by  bringing 
fome  earth  from  the  neighbouring  paftures: 
this  fmall  piece  of  ground  fupplies  him  tolerably 
well  with  turnips  and  cabbages ; although,  on 
account  of  the  height  of  the  circumjacent  moun- 


ins,  it  does  not  long  enjoy  the  warmth  of  the 


tains 

fun® 


Numerous  herds  of  goats  are  kept,  during  the 


furnmer  months,  upon  thefe  mountains  : they 

* r _ 1 A »ohi  ws 


let  out  every  morning  to  feed,  and  return 


fight  to  obferve 
them 
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taern  marching  homeward  in  the  fame  herd,  and 
following  each  other  down  the  broken  pre- 
cipices, and  along  the  rugged  Tides  of  the 
rocks. 

This  hovel,  befide  the  ftorehoufes  for  cheefe, 
contains  only  a ini  all  kitchen,  a bed-chamber 
appropriated  to  the  family,  and  a room,  in 
which  we  are  now  fitting.  We  occupy  nearly 
one  fide  : the  other  is  taken  up  by  our  fervants? 
the  landlord  and  his  wife,  and  half  a dozen 
honed  labourers : the  latter  are  partaking  o* 
their  homely  fupper,  with  all  the  relifh 
of  wrell=earned  hunger,  and  are  enjoying  a 
ihort  refpite  from  their  toil,  with  that 

noify  mirth  which  charaderifes  this  clafs  of 
people. 

The  iources  of  the  Aar  are  in  thefe  moun- 
tains. Near  our  hovel  are  three  lakes  that 
dtppiy  that  river,  which  rolls  down  in  an  impe* 
tuous  torrent  from  the  neighbouring  glaciers*. 
VV  bile  dinner  was  preparing,  we  walked  by  the 
fide  of  the  Aar,  fearching  for  cryftals,  which 
are  very  common  in  thefe  parts : we  found 
pieces  of  divers  colours,  white,  black,  yellow, 
and  green.  Thefe  mountains  certainly  abound 
alfo  in  rich  veins  of  gold,  and  other  metals ; a 
confiderable  quantity  of  gold- dull  being  found 

A a % in 
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in  the  bed  of  the  Aar  *,  and  in  the  various  tor- 
rents.  I can  conceive  nothing  more  fatal  to  the 
interefts  of  Switzerland,  nore  more  repugnant  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  than  10  have  thefe 
mines  of  gold  or  iilver  traced  and  opened.  A 
fudden  overflow  of  riches  would  effectually 
change  and  corrupt  their  manners:  it  is  an 
inconteftible  truth,  that  the  real  power  of  a 
country,  not  ambitious  of  concpielr,  is  derived 
lefs  from  the  wealth  than  from  the  induftry 
of  its  fubjects ; the  happinefs  of  a people, 
as  well  as  of  an  individual,  confiding  in  content- 

v t 

merit* 

What  a chaos  of  mountains  are  here  heaped 
upon  one  another ! a dreary,  defolate,  but  fob- 
lime  appearance:  it  looks  like  the  rums  and 
wreck  of  a world* 

On  the  Grimfel,  Aug.  29?  17°^’ 

You  will  recolledt  that,  in  177^  t*  f deferibed 
the  paffage  of  the  Furca  as  extremely  difficult, 
and  attended  with  fome  danger*  But  that  was 
my  fir  ft  effay  over  the  lefs  frequented  alps*  How 
different  are  our  fenfations  at  different  intervals . 
To-day,  on  meafuring  the  fame  ground,  though 

* It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  that  no  gold-duft  is 
found  in  the  Aar,  until  it  has  received  the  Reichen-bach. 

f See  the  preceding  Letter* 
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l did  not  find  the  road  as  fmooth  as  a howling* 
green , I yet  never  once  difmounted,  but  rode 
with  my  Letters  on  Switzerland  in  my  hand, 
occafionally  making  notes  and  obfervations. : it 
muff,  however,  be  confefled,  that  in  many 
parts,  where  a faint  path  along  the  crags  and 
impending  precipices  was  fcarcely  obvious,  my 
fituation  was  not  very  favourable  for  accurate 
compofition. 

From  the  top  of  the  Furca,  inftead  of  imme- 
diately defcending  and  purfuing  the  fame  road 
which  I followed  in  177 6,  we  fent  our  horfes 
forwards,  and  afcended  the  Galleberg  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  glacier  of  the  Furca : from 
thence  we  looked  down  upon  the  Vallais  and 
the  Rhone  flowing  through  it,  as  upon  a final  1 
field  watered  by  a rill  ; above  and  around,  and 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  we  obferved  nura® 
berlefs  pointed  alps,  and  particularly  that  flupen- 
dous  chain,  called  the  Aar-Gletchers , which  com- 
prifes,  among  many  others,  the  Finfter-aar~ 
horn,  the  Wetter-horn,  the  jung-frau-horn,  and 
the  Schreck-horn. 

The  upper  part  of  this  glacier  of  the  Furca  is 
far  more  beautiful  than  the  lower  extremity  ; the 

s }.  '■  J. 

fnow  is  of  a more  virgin  white  ; the  pyramids 
of  ice  more  bold,  and  the  blue  tints  more  lively 
and  animated*  Having  enjoyed,,  in  different 

A a 3 direc- 
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directions,  this  icy  fcene,  we  defcended  near  the 
edge  of  the  glacier,  and  refreflied  ourfelves  with 
fome  water  from  two  tranfparent  fprings  called 
Aughjlweicht-brunnen , that  burft  from  the  Tides 
of  the  rock,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  each  other* 
We  then  went  down  a very  fteep  defcent,  till  we 
joined  the  track  which  I purfued  in  1776*  I 
recollected , with  a pleating  fatis  faction,  the  toi- 
rent,  near  which  we  took  on  that  occafion  our 
humble  repaft,  and  came  to  the  Rhone  about 
half  a mile  below  the  fpot  where  it  burfts  in 
two  ft  reams  from  the  bottom  of  the  glacier* 
In  order  to  have  a nearer  view,  we  eroded  the 
two  ftreams,  which,  though  fcarcely  three  feet 
in  depth,  rufhed  with  fuch  violence,  as  almoft 
to  overturn  the  guide,  who  conveyed  me  on 
his  fhoulders,  Having  admired  the  arch  ot 
ice,  and  paid  our  obeifance  to  the  majeflic 
habitation  of  the  River-God,  we  walked  at  the 
foot  of  the  Satzberg,  and  noticed  feveral  lively 
fprings  iffuing  from  the  ground,  which  the 
inhabitants  call  cold  waters , and  a little  further 

three  warm  fources  Ihefe  fources,  uniting 

with 


* I am  indebted  to  San  dure  for  correcting  a trifling 

error  in  a former  edition  of  this  work,  in  which  x 

obferved  that  the  mercury  in  Reaumur’s  thermometer 

dood  at  10  above  freezing  points  or  55  of  Fahrenheit : 

but 
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with  feveral  cold  fprings,  fall3  within  a few 

paces  of  their  rife,  into  the  great  torrent  that 

flows 


but  that  ingenious  naturalift,  on  plunging  the  thermo- 
meter into  one  of  thefe  fources,  found  the  mercury  hand 
at  14I  or  64.  7.  of  Fahrenheit. 

The  experiments  which  Sauflure  made  in  analyfmg  the 
waters,  lhall  be  inferted  in  his  own  words  : 

<c  La  hauteur  de  cette  fource  eft,  d’apres  mes  offer* 
vations  du  barometre,  de  900  toifes  au-deftiis  de  Is 
Mediterrannee.  Or,  il  eft  ft  extraordinaire  de  trouver 
une  fource  chaude  a une  telle  elevation,  et  de  la  trouver 
au  milieu  des  glaces,  qu’il  etoit  interelfant  de  rechercher 
fa  nature,  et  de  voir  ft  cette  recherche  ne  donneroit  point 
dftndkation  fur  la  caufe  de  fa  chaleur. 

Dans  ce  delfein,  j’y  portal,  en  1783,  quelqueg'' 
reaclifs,  avec  de  petits  verres,  que  je  lavai  dans  Peati 
me  me  de  la  fource,  et  pen  fis  Pepreuve  fur  les  lieux.  La 
folution  de  foude  ne  la  trouble  en  aucune  maniere,  non 
plus  que  Pacide  du  fucre,  phenomene  bien  rare,  et  qui 
prouve  que  ces  eaux  ne  contiennent  aucun  fel  a bafe 
terreufe.  Mais  la  folution  de  terre  pefante  dans  Pacide 
marin,  ou  le  muriate  de  baryte,  la  trouble  un  pen ; ce 
qui  indique  la  prefence  de  Pacide  vitriolique  ; et  comme 
d’un  autre  cote,  cette  eau  ne  change  nullement  les  com 
leurs  vegetales,  et  quVrnft  Pacide  ne  paroilfoit  point 
ctre  libre,  ii  eft  vraifemblable  qiPil  y eft  combine  avec 
un  alkali,  et  qu’ainft  cJeft  du  fel  de  glauber  ou  de  fulfate 
de  foude  que  ces  eaux  contiennent.  Enfin  la  diftolution 
d’argent  dans  Pacide  nitreux,  la  trouble  fur  le  champ, 
et  apres  une  demi  heure  de  repos,  3a  liqueur  fe  fepare  eu 
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flows  from  the  glacier,  and  are  ufually  confi- 
dered  as  the  true  fources  of  the  Rhone.  That 
honour  is  appropriated  to  thefe  little  rills,  be- 
caufe,  being  of  an  equal  temperature  in  all  fea* 
fons  of  the  year,  they  do  not  owe  their  origin, 
like  the  cold  waters , to  the  melted  fnow  and 
Ice,  and  are  as  abundant  in  winter  as  in  fummer. 
It  appears,  however,  extremely  inconfiftent  to 
dignify  thefe  little  ftr earns  with  the  exclujive 
title  of  the  fources  of  the  Rhone  ; for  that 
river  undoubtedly  owes  its  origin  and  greatnefs 


deux  parties  ; celle  de  deffus,  qui  forme  les  ■§■  du  verre, 
eft  grife  et  opaque,  tandis  que  celle  du  fond  paroit  d’un 
rouge  tranfparent.  11  fuit  de  la  que  ces  eaux  contien- 
nent  du  foufre,  mais  plutot  fous  la  forme  de  vapeur, 
que  diffous  par  un  alkali  ou  par  une  terre,  puifque  l’acide 
nitreux  libre  n’y  occafionne  ni  precipite,  ni  changement 
de  couleur. 

<e  E11  la  favourant  avec  attention,  j’y  reconnus  un 
gout  legerement  lulfureux,  et  mon  domeftique,  qui 
n’etoit  point  prevenu,  le  reconnut  egalement.  11  eft 
done  vraifemblable,  que  cette  eau,  vraiment  ther- 
male,  doit,  comme  les  autres,  fa  chaleur  a quelqu’ 
amas  de  pyrites  qui  fe  rechauffent  en  fe  decompofant 
lentement  dans  le  fein  des  montagnes.  Les  tremble- 
ments  de  terre,  fi  frequents  dans  le  canton  d’Uri,  fur  les 
frontieres  duquel  ces. fources  font  fituees,  rendent  plus 
probable  encore  Pexiftence  de  ce  foyer.,, 

S coiffure , Voyages  dans  les  Alpes , tom*  iiL  p*  483,  484. 
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to  the  perpetual  and  inexhaudible  fupplies  from 
the  furrounding  glaciers. 

We  had  now  employed  above  nine  hours  in 
this  expedition,  and  fliould  have  continued 
much  longer  amid  thefe  majedic  fcenes,  had 
not  the  declining  fun  reminded  us  of  approach- 
ing night.  Being  Hill  at  a confiderable  didance 
from  any  habitation,  we  continued  our  route, 
and  began  afcending  the  Grimfel,  near  the  warm 
fources.  The  track,  though  extremely  deep, 
and  altnofl  perpendicular,  was  not  dangerous, 
becaufe  the  rocks  were  thickly  covered  with 
fmall  fhrubs,  herbage,  and  modes* 

After  an  hour  and  a quarter’s  tedious  afcent, 
we  attained  the  fummit  of  the  Grimfel,  and 
defending  a rugged  ridge  of  granite  rocks, 
looked  down  upon  a lake,  from  which  iffues 
a dream  that  falls  into  the  Rhone.  A little 
further  we  paded  feveral  fmall  rills  and  dark 
lakes  which  fupply  the  Aar  ; in  lefs  than  an 
hour  entered  the  road  which  leads  to  the  Vak 
lais,  and  reached  the  place  of  our  dedination, 
the  fame  hovel  on  the  Grimfel,  where  I paded 
the  night  on  my  former  expedition*  We 
arrived  there  about  eight  in  the  evening,  after 
a journey  which  employed  us  more  than  twelve 
hours*  I was  much  druck  with  the  view  of 
the  lake  near  the  Inn : it  is  of  a dark  appear- 
ance, 
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ance,  and  Its  name  Is  as  melancholy  as  Its 
afpe£t  1 it  is  called  the  u Lake  of  the  Deadf 
becaufe  the  dead  bodies  of  thole  who  perifh  in 
traverfmg  thefe  unhofpitable  regions,  are  ufuallv 
thrown  into  it  *. 

No  fituation  can  exceed  the  folitary  horror 
of  the  fcenery  on  the  top  of  the  Grimfel.  Its 
appearance  refembled  the  infide  of  a mine,  and 
feemed  as  if  the  bowels  of  the  earth  had  been 
violently  rent  afunder ; reminding  me  of  that 
fublime  defcription  in  the  JEneis,  when  the 
infide  of  Cacus’s  cave  is  inftantaneoufly  laid 
open  by  the  arm  of  Hercules : 


At  fpecusi  et  Gael  detecla  apparuit  ingens 
Regia , et  umbrofa  penitus  patuere  cavern <£• 

Non  fecus  ac  fi  qua  penitus  vi  terra  dehifeens 
Infernas  ref&ret  fedes , et  regna  recludat 
Pallida , Dlls  invifa  ; fuperq;  immanc  barathrum 
Cernatur , trepidentque  immiffo  lumine  manes  f. 

On 


* Sauflure,  voh  iv.  p.  462,, 

j*  Drydeti  s Virgil , Book  viii. 

The  court  of  Cacus  hands  reveard  to  light ; 

The  cavern  glares  with  new-admitted  light. 

So  pent,  the  vapours  with  a rumbling  found 
Heave  from  belows  and  rend  the  hollow  ground. 

A founding 
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On  entering  the  hovel  I immediately  recog- 
nized the  fame  landlord,  who  was  dationed  here 
in  1 776,  to  whom,  at  that  time,  I never  expected 
to  owe  a fecond  reception  in  fo  forlorn  a fpot* 
While  fupper  was  preparing,  a peafant  and 
our  guide,  forgetful  of  his  great  fatigue,  lud» 
denly  darted  up  at  the  found  of  their  favourite 
air,  the  Renz  des  v aches  ^ played  upon  a rebec  by 
a fhepherd,  and  danced  feveral  allemandes , per- 
fectly in  time,  and  not  without  grace 5 a pio 
turefque  group  of  fpedfators  looking  on  and 
applauding. 

Augult  30. 

This  morning  we  made  a fhort  excurfion  to 
the  fource  of  the  Aar,  which  takes  its  riie  in 
neighbouring  glaciers.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
we  entered  a fmall  plain,  fkirted  by  high  moun- 
tains, and  entirely  clofed  by  a rugged  chain  of 
alps,  over  which  tower  the  Finder- Aar  and  Lau* 
ter-Aar-horns,  and  at  whofe  feet  dretches  a gla- 


A founding  flaw  fucceeds ; and  from  on  high 
The  gods  with  hate  behold  the  nether- fky  ; 

The  ghofts  repine  at  violated  night, 

And  curfe  the  invading  fun,  and  lichen  at  the  fights 


cier 
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cier  fo  entirely  covered  with  earth  and  hones,  as 
to  hear,  at  a fmall  diflance,  the  appearance  of 
a fand-hiil.  From  this  glacier  iffues  a 66  torrent 
roaring  loud'9  of  troubled  waters,  which  is  the 
fource  of  the  Lower  Aar,  and  joins,  in  a few 
hundred  paces,  another  ftream  called  the  Upper 
Aar,  that  falls  from  the  Zinkeberg : the  union 
of  thefe  torrents  forms  the  Aar,  which  rufhes 
with  great  impetuofity  over  enormous  fragments 
of  rock*  At  prefent  it  runs  in  a narrow 
channel ; but  at  the  firft  melting  of  the  fnow 
in  fpring,  overflows  the  whole  fpace  between 
the  mountains,  and  becomes  a temporary 
lake. 

Our  guide  is  a chajfeur , who  frequently  ranges 
over  this  vafl  chain  of  alps,  in  purfuit  of  the 
chamois,  an  animal  remarkable  for  its  activity 
in  fcouring  the  craggy  rocks,  and  leaping  over 
the  precipices.  He  informed  me,  that  this 
glacier  is  the  extremity  of  a valley  of  ice  about 
twelve  miles  in  length,  and  from  one  to  four  in 
breadth  : it  then  divides  into  twTo  branches ; one 
extends  towards  the  Schreckhorn,  and  the  other 
towards  the  Vallais.  He  expatiated  with  great 
enthufiafni  on  the  profeflion  of  a chaffeur, 
though  extremely  laborious,  and  at  times  dan- 
gerous. He  ufudly  kills  from  fix  to  fifteen 

chamois 
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chamois  in  a year : with  the  flefh,  which  is 
very  delicate,  he  helps  to  fupport  ftis  lamily, 
and  difpofes  of  each  ikin  for  a guinea.  He 
ufes  a rifle- barrelled  gun,  and  generally  (hoots 
them  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  rour  hundred 
yards. 

The  chamois  are  very  timorous,  and  conse- 
quently watchful  animals.  They  ufually  go  out 
in  herds  of  twenty  or  thirty  ; while  they  are 
feeding,  one  of  them  poflea  on  an  adjacent, 
height  Hands  centinel , and  is  relieved,  at  mor. 
intervals,  by  another.  The  centinel  looks 
around  with,  great  folicitiioe,  and  on  the  leaff. 
fufpicion  of  danger  alarms  the  herd  by  a fhrill 
cry;  inftantly  the  whole  troop  decamp,  one 
following  the  other. 

The  chamois  feed  on  various  kinds  of  herb- 
age9  and  particularly  on  the  Lichen  Rangiferinus , 
or  rein-deer  lichen,  which  is  found  in  fuch  great 
quantities,  as  in  many  parts  to  cover  the  *uin« 
mits  and  Tides  of  the  mountains.  In  order  to 
procure  their  favourite  food  in  winter,  they, 
like  the  rein-deer,  clear  away  the  fnow  with 
their  fore-feet,  frequently  thawing  It  with  their 
breath,  for  the  purpofe  of  loofenmg  it  more 
eafily.  But  when,  either  from  the  depth  01 
hardnefs  of  the  (now,  they  cannot  penetrate  to 
the  lichens,  they  browfe  on  the  faplings  of  pine 
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and  fin  In  fummer  their  bodies  are  of  a ye!- 
Jowifh  brown,  and  whitifh  under  the  throat ; 
the  hair  is  fliort  and  fmooth  ; in  winter  their 
coat  lengthens  and  grows  dark,  fo  as  to  referable 
that  of  a bear*  Sometimes,  but  very  rarely, 
they  have  been  found  fpeckled,  or  of  variegated 
colours,  and,  lately,  a chamois,  entirely  white, 
was  fhot  Open  the  Engelberg,  It  was  in  all 
other  refpedls  fimilar  to  a common  chamois,  and 
it  is  uncertain  whether  it  owed  its  colour  to  age 
or  accident* 

Linnasus  has  clafied  the  chamois  in  the  goat 
genus,  under  the  name  of  rupicapra , or  mourn 
tain-goat ; his  acquaintance  with  the  antelopes 
having  been  too  flender  to  enable  him  to  form 
a genus  of  antelopes,  which  Pallas  firfl  con- 
ftru&ed,  and  where  he  has  judicioully  placed 
this  animal.  The  example  of  Pallas  has  been 
followed  by  Pennant  and  fucceeding  zoologifts* 

I am,  &c* 
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Valley  of  the  Aar —Land  of  Eafli—Meyrmgen. 

Auglifty  I776, 

I FOUND  the  cold  upon  the  Grimfel  more 
piercing  than  upon  the  St.  Gothard,  and  lad 
night  it  even  deprived  me  of  fieep.  But  then, 
circumdances  were  very  different  in  the  two 
lodgings  9 for  on  the  St.  Gothard  I had  a com- 
fortable bed,  whereas  lad  night  I lay  in  the  hay- 
loft, without  any  covering  : I declare,  my  blood 
has  fcarcely  recovered  its  circulation*  lake 
notice,  this  is  the  twelfth  or  Auguil. 

Having  quitted  our  wretched  abode  on  the 
Grimfel,  we  paffed  along  the  valley  of  the  Aar, 
through  a chain  of  wild,  rugged,  and  uninha- 
bitable alps. 

The  road  along  this  valley,  though  much  nar- 
rower than  that  from  Altdorf  to  the  St.  Gothard, 
is  formed  in  the  fame  manner  along  the  deep 
acclivities  and  declivities,  fometimes  laid  on 
arches,  and  fometimes  carried  over  bridges 
thrown  acrofs  tremendous  precipices*  it  is 
paved  with  flat  pieces  of  granite,  fo  Smooth  and 

flippery,  that  the  horfes  would  have  perpetually 

dumblecb 
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(tumbled,  had  they  not  been  rough-fhod.  In 
fome  places  this  road  ran  along  the  bare  and 
rugged  ridges ; in  others,  down  fteps,  either 
cut  in  the  rock,  or  formed  by  large  (tones,  fo 
that  for  fever al  paces  it  refembled  a Itaircafe, 
The  whole  furface  of  the  valley  was  thickly 
ftrewed  with  vail  fragments  of  rock ; while 
thofe,  which  (till  hung  on  the  fides  of  the 
mountains,  feemed  threatening  to  overwhelm 
us ; the  river,  during  the  whole  way,  thunder- 
ing along  in  a continual  fall*  This  valley  exhi- 
bits the  fame  kind  of  fcenes  to  which  we  have 
been  long  accuftomed  ; except  that  the  Aar 
rufhes  with  more  impetuous  rage  even  than  the 
Rhone  or  the  Reufs,  and  is  frequently  fo 
fwelled  with  torrents  as  to  ravage  all  the  adjacent 
country : we  faw  many  traces  of  thefe  terrible 
devastations.  We  eroded  it  in  feveral  places, 
over  (tone  bridges  of  a Angle  arch,  one  of  which 
equalled,  in  the  length  of  its  fpan  and  drearinefs 
of  the  landfcape,  the  Devil’s  Bridge  in  the 
valley  of  Schoellenen.  About  three  leagues 
from  Spital,  we  had  a glimpfe,  through  the 
trees,  of  the  Aar  falling  from  a confiderable 
height.  In  order  to  gain  a nearer  view,  we 
climbed  along  the  fides  of  a deep  rock,  well 
covered  with  mofs : I leaned  againft  a tree  tha^ 
impended  over  the  precipice^  and  faw  the  river 

1 4 rulhing 
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rulhing  from  the  rock,  and  fpreading  into  a kind 
of  femicircular  expanfion  in  its  defcent*  It  fell 
with  fury  into  a deep  and  narrow  gulf,  and  then 
loft  itfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  foreft.  The  body 
of  water  was  very  confiderable,  and  its  perpen- 
dicular fall  at  leaft  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet. 
The  fcenery  alfo  was  folemnly  majeftic  ; the  grey 
rocks  on  each  fide  rifing  perpendicularly,  and 
totally  bare,  except  their  tops9  which  were 
fringed  with  pines. 

This  pidurefque  fcene  appeared  to  realize  a 
favourite  image  of  claflic  antiquity  : as  I viewed 
the  Aar  pouring  its  flood  of  waters  from  a cre- 
vice of  the  rock,  I figured  to  myfelf  the  Nile  or 
the  Tiber  burfting  at  once  from  the  urn  of  a River 
CrOd. 

In  our  way  to  Meyringen,  we  traverfed  large 
forefts  of  beech  and  pines,  the  Aar  roaring  along 
the  valley,  and  the  road,  which  was  ufually 
craggy  and  rugged,  inceffantly  afcending  and 
defcending.  We  now  paffed  through  feveral 
fmall  villages,  which  afforded  a pleafing  fight, 
after  the  defolate  country  we  had  lately  quitted, 
and  entered  a beautiful  little  valley  of  a moll 
lively  verdure,  and  delightfully  planted.  All 
was  calmnefs  and  repofe : neither  rapid  river 
nor  roaring  torrent  to  interrupt  the  unufual  ftill- 
nefs  and  tranquillity  of  the  fcene.  This  fhort 
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interval  of  fileri ce  rendered  us  more  fenfibly 
affefted  with  the  turbulence  of  the  Aar,  and  the 
loud  clamour  of  the  cataracts. 

i _ 

From  this  filent  and  fequeftered  fpot,  we 
defcended  to  a larger  valley  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aar.  Perhaps  no  other  part  of  Switzerland 
would  yield  more  delight  and  occupation  to  the 
landfcape-painter  than  this  pidurefque  valley, 
from  the  agreeable  and  ever-changing  colour  of 
the  rocks  which  bound  it,  their  fummits  finely 
broken  into  irregular  and  fantaftic  forms,  and 
from  the  variety  and  fize  of  the  fragments  dif- 
perfed  near  the  banks  of  the  river.  Each  frag- 
ment, each  cottage,  each  filed,  each  fhrub,  is 
a picture  \ the  eifed  being  confiderably  height- 
ened by  the  tranfparency  of  the  air,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  back-ground. 

I have  now  vifited  the  fources  of  thiee  great 
rivers  in  Switzerland,  and  traced  their  impe- 
tuous progrefs  through  a trad  of  country,  in 
which  nature  has  exhibited  the  grandeft  and 
mo  ft  augufl  of  her  works.  But  it  is  impof- 
fible  adequately  to  defcribe  thefe  majeftic 
and  aftonifhing  fcenes ! In  description  they 
mufl  all  appear  nearly  the  fame ; yet,  in 
fact,  every  river,  catarad,  rock,  mountain, 
precipice,  are  refpedively  diftinguiihed  by  an 
infinite  diverfity  of  modifications,  and  by 
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all  the  poffible  forms  of  beauty,  magnificence, 
fublimity,  or  horror.  But  thefe  difcriminating 
variations,  though  too  vifibly  marked  to  efcape 
even  the  leaft  obferving  eye,  elude  reprefent* 
ation,  and  defy  the  flrongeft  powers  of  the  pen 
and  pencil.  In  a word,  you  muft  not  judge  of 
this  romantic  country,  from  the  faint  fketches 
I have  attempted  to  delineate ; they  can  no 
more  convey  an  idea  of  thefe  wonderful  fcenes, 
than  if  I were  to  aim  at  defcribing  the  pi&ures 
of  Claude  and  Salvator,  by  informing  you,  that 
they  are  compofed  of  paint  and  canvafs. 

Meyringen,  a large  and  neat  village,  is  the 
capital  burgh  of  Hafliland,  a diflridl  in  the  can- 
ton of  Bern,  which  enjoys  confiderable  privi- 
leges. The  people  are  governed  by  their  own 
magiflrates,  and  only  take  oaths  of  fidelity  to 
the  Sovereign  Council.  All  the  authority, 
which  the  bailifs  in  the  other  parts  of  this  canton 
enjoy,  is  poffefied  in  a great  meafure  by  the 
Landamman,  who  refides  at  Meyringen.  He  is 
always  a native  of  Hafliland,  and  is  appointed 
by  the  Sovereign  Council  of  Bern,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  bailif  of  Interlaken.  Moll  of 
the  other  magiflrates  are  elected  by  the  people, 
who  aflfemble  as  occafion  requires,  and  are  con- 
voked by  the  Landamman. 

B b 2 
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The  inhabitants  are  a fine  race  of  people  : the 
men  in  general  remarkably  ftrong  and  wen 
made ; the  women  tall  and  handfome.  The 

women  have  an  elegant  manner  of  wearing  their 

/ . 

hair,  which  is  commonly  of  a beautiful  brown  : 
it  is  parted  on  the  top  of  the  forehead,  from 
thence  brought  round  and  joined  to  the  locks 
behind,  which  either  hang  down  their  back  in 
long  treflfes,  are  braided  with  ribband,  or  woven 
round  the  head  in  a fimple  plait. 

Meyringen  is  fituated  near  the  Aar,  in  a 
romantic  vale,  furrounded  by  meadows  of  a 
moll  luxuriant  verdure,  and  fprinkled  with  cot- 
tages, which  are  occafionally  feparated  by 
huge  intervening  ftones  and  deep  channels, 
the  veftiges  of  ftorms  and  floods.  Clole 
to  the  village,  the  torrent  Alp-bach  falls  from 
mount  Iioufii,  in  two  perpendicular  cafcades, 
but  with  fo  much  violence,  and  in  fo  large 
a body  of  water,  as  to  caufe  frequent  inun- 
dations : indeed  the  burgh  itfelf  has  been 
in  danger  of  deftruction  by  its  repeated  ra- 
vages ; againft  which,  however,  it  is  now 
protedled,  by  a wall  of  confiderable  height  and 
folidity*  Near  this  torrent  another  fall  of 
water,  the  Dorf-bach,  glides  gently  down  the 
bare  rock;  further  on,  the  Millebach  glif- 

i tened 
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teneci  as  it  defcended  through  a hanging 
grove  of  pines,  that  feather  the  Tides  of  the 
mountain. 

As  I flood  on  a platform  of  rock,  about  fifty 
feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  Alpbach,  I looked 
over  the  delightful  vale  of  Hafli,  obferved  Mount 
Sheidec  rifrng  from  the  banks  of  the  Aar,  and 
finking  in  one  part,  as  if  on  purpofe  to  difco- 
ver  three  tremendous  peaks  towering  in  regular 
gradation ; the  one  a naked  conical  rock  j the 
fecond  tapering  and  fprinlded  with  fnow ; and 
the  third,  which  is  the  highefl  point  of  the 
Wetterhorn,  of  a pyramidal  form,  mantled  with 
gliftening  ice, 

Ihe  following  Is  the  ordinary  price  of  pro- 


vifions  throughout  the 
of  Switzerland, 

mountainous  parts 

s.  d. 

Butch er?s  meat,  per  pound 

— - 

— 0 

2 - 
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Bread  — 

D° 
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— — 0 

1 1 
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Butter  — 

Q 

2} 

Gheefe  — - 

D° 

— — 

— O 
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Salt  — 

D° 

— 
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Milk,  per  quart 

— 

— 

O 

if 

Worft  wine,  per  D° 

— * 

— 

— - O 

If 

Pays  de  Vaud  wine 

— — 

— 

— O 

6* 

* The  reader  will  recoiled,  that  this  lift  was  taken  in 
1776,  fince  which  time  the  price  of  provifionsis  confider- 
a.bl 7 augmented. 
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By  this  lift  you  will  perceive,  that  bread 
is  much  dearer  in  proportion,  than  the  other 
articles,  and  the  reafon  is  obvious  ; for  thefe 
mountainous  parts  abound  in  pafture,  but 
produce  little  corn.  The  peafants,  inhabiting 
the  mountainous  diftridts  of  Switzerland,  live 
chiefly  upon  milk  and  potatoes.  I had  to-day 
a long  converfation  with  one  of  our  guides  ; 
he  lives  upon  the  mountains  of  Uri  ; and, 
as  the  winter  lafts  near  eight  months,  each 
family  lays  in  fufficient  provifion  for  the  whole 
time.  His  own  family  confifts  of  feven  perfons, 
and  is  provided  with  the  following  ftores ; 
feven  cheefes,  each  weighing  twenty  - five 
pounds  ; a hundred  and  eight  pounds  of  hard 
bread,  twenty-five  bafkets  of  potatoes,  each 
weighing  about  forty  pounds ; feven  goats,  and 
three  cows,  one  of  which  is  killed.  1 he  cows 
and  horfes  are  fed  with  hay,  and  the  goats 
with  the  boughs  of  fir,  which,  in  a fcarcity 
of  fodder,  are  given  alfo  to  the  other  cattle. 
During  this  dreary  feafon,  the  family  are 
employed  in  making  linen  and  cloth  : for  this 
purpofe,  a fmall  part  of  the  ground  belonging 
to  each  cottage,  is  generally  fown  witn  flax, 
which  has  lately  been  much  cultivated,  and 
with  increafmg  fuccefs,  in  the  mountainous 
diftri&s. 
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The  houfes,  like  thofe  of  Appenzel  and  Gla- 
rus,  are  generally  of  wood  ; and  it  was  a natu- 
ral obfervation  of  one  of  our  fervants,  in 
palling  through  a continued  chain  of  rocks, 
that,  as  there  was  no  deficiency  of  (tone, 
it  feemed  extraordinary  to  employ  wood  alone 
for  the  purpofes  of  building*  But  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  thefe  wooden  houfes  are  fooner 
eonftrufted,  and  eafily  repaired ; and  being 
formed  in  a compact  manner,  with  final!  rooms, 
and  low  ceilings,  are  fufficiently  warm  even  for 
fo  cold  a climate.  The  chief  objection  arifes 
from  the  danger  of  fire  ; which,  however,  is 
in  fome  meafure  obviated  by  the  method  df 
building  their  cottages  detached  from  each 
other*  But  this  obfervation  does  not  hold  with 
refpect  to  fome  of  their  largefl  burghs,  which 
are  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful 
calamity, 

I am,  &c. 
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Fall  of  the  Reichenbach  — Raffage  of  the  Sheldec 
Valley  and  Glaciers  of  Grindelwald • 


Grindelwald,  Auguft  13. 


E left  Meyringen  this  morning,  crofted 


" * the  Aar,  and  afcended  the  Sheidec 
through  a beautiful  foreft  of  beech,  poplars, 
mountain-afh,  and  pines.  About  two  miles 
from  Meyringen  we  difmounted  at  a fmall 
village,  and  pafied  along  fome  fields,  in  order 
to  view  the  fall  of  the  Reichenbach,  which  is 
defervedly  celebrated  for  its  variety  and  beauty : 
it  has  its  fource  at  the  foot  of  the  Wetterhorn, 
and  rolls  in  numerous  catara&s  down  the  fteep 
Tides  of  Mount  Sheidec,  until  it  joins  the  Aar 
near  Meyringen. 

The  fall  may  be  divided  into  three  principal 
parts. 

The  fir  ft,  which  alone  is  ufually  vifited  by 
travellers,  precipitates  itfelf  from  an  overhanging 
rock,  is  reduced  into  fpray  and  foam,  and  in  that 
ffate  falls  in  a perpendicular  column,  from  an 
elevation  of  at  leaft  two  hundred  feet,  into  a 


natural 
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natural  bafon,  and  is  foon  loft  in  the  abyfs 
beneath.  The  rock  itfelf  is  concave,  arched, 
totally  bare,  excepting  its  fummit,  which  is 
feathered  with  fhrubs,  and,  being  of  black 
marble,  forms  a ftriking  contraft  with  the  pure 
whitenefs  of  the  defcending  foam.  Part  of  the 
fpray  rebounds  on  the  rock,  and  glides  gently 
into  the  bafon  in  many  a filvery  current. 

The  fecond  cataract  begins  from  the  over- 
flowing of  the  bafon,  and  is  moft  advantageoufly 
feen  from  a large  tree  hanging  on  the  fide 
of  the  precipice  ; the  torrent  forms  a fecond 
perpendicular  column,  which  is  half  obfcured, 
as  it  dafhes  through  a chafrn  of  proje&ing 
rocks.  The  beft  point  of  view  for  feeing 
the  third  cataraft  is  in  a meadow  at  the  bottom 
of  the  fecond.  From  that  fituation  the  whole 
Reichenbach  fee  ms  one  immenfe  water-fall ; the 
bottom  of  the  firft,  and  the  top  of  the  fecond 
cataract,  being  concealed  by  the  intervening 
hills.  From  thence  it  rolls  nearly  in  a hori- 
zontal direction ; is  divided  into  two  ft  reams 
by  a rocky  ifland  beautifully  fprinkled  with 
trees,  and  impetuoufly  defcends  in  two  unequal 
bodies.  It  then  dafhes  over  broken  crags  of 
black  marble,  through  groves  of  beech,  moun- 
tain-afh,  and  pines,  and  rich  grounds  inter- 
fperfed  with  hamlets. 


378  LETTER  31. 

On  viewing  the  various  parts  of  this  flupen- 
dous  fall,  I was  as  much  interefted  and  affe&ed, 
as  Ariftasus  is  reprefented  by  Virgil,  when  his 
mother  Gyrene  points  out  to  him  the  fources  of 
the  principal  rivers  burfting  at  once  from  the 
earth. 

jfamque  domum  mirans  genitricis  et  humida  regna , 
Speluncifque  lacus  claufos , lucofque  fonantes , 

,Ib at)  et  ingenti  motu  Jlupef actus  aquarum. 

Omnia  fub  magnd  labentia  jlumina  terra 
SpeBabat  diverfa  locis>  Phafwique>  Lycumque , 

Et  caput , unde  alius  primum  fe  erumpit  Enipeus , 

Unde  pater  Eiberinus , et  unde  Aniena  jluenta , 

Saxofumque  fonans  Hypanis , Myfufque  Gaicus % 

Et  gemina  auratus  taurino  cornua  vultu 
EridanuSf  quo  non  alius  per  pinguia  cult  a 
In  mare  purpureum  violentior  injluit  amnis  ** 


* With  wondering  eyes  he  views  the  fecret  {lore 
Of  lakes,  that  pent  in  hollow  caverns  roar  ; ) 

He  hears  the  crackling  found  of  coral  woods, 

And  fees  the  fecret  fource  of  fubterraneous  floods  ; 
And  where,  diftinguifhed  in  their  fev’ral  cells. 

The  fount  of  Phafis  and  of  Lycus  dwells ; 

Where  fwift  Enipeus  in  his  bed  appears, 

And  Tiber  his  majeftic  forehead  rears  ; 

Where  Anio  flows,  and  Hypanis  profound 
Breaks  thro’  th’  oppofmg  rocks  with  raging  found  ; 
Where  Po  firfc  blues  from  his  dark  abodes, 

And,  awful  in  his  cradle,  rules  the  floods. 

Dry  den’s  Virgil , Georg,  book  iv. 

From 
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From  hence  afcending  by  the  fide  of  the 
Relchenbach,  we  eroded  that  torrent  over  a 
bridge,  and,  having  traverfed  feveral  plains,  or 
rather  undulating  vallies,  beautifully  fprinkled 
with  afh,  poplar,  and  other  large  trees,  conti- 
nued our  route  at  the  foot  of  fome  enormous 
mountains,  which  are  called  by  the  general 
name  of  Wetterhorn  *,  or  Stormy  Peak.  This 
enormous  group,  which  forms  the  Wetterhorn,  • 
is  peculiarly  ftriking,  from  the  naked  majefly 
and  grandeur  of  its  rugged  peaks,  and  from  its 
- infulated  fituation,  and  becaufe,  in  palling  from 

i 

* The  feveral  peaks  of  this  mountain  have  different 
appellations,  and  are  not  afeertained  without  much 
difficulty,  the  peafants  ufually  miftaking  and  confound- 
ing them.  One  is  called  the  Wetter-horn,  another  the 
Nager  horn,  a third  the  Engel-horn,  and  the  higheft 
point  takes  the  denomination  of  Jungfrau-horn,  or  Vir- 
gin-horn, for  the  fame  reafon  as  the  mountain  of  that 

o • 

name  in  the  valley  of  Lauterbruennen,  becaufe  its 
fummit  is  inacceffible.  Hence  feveral  travellers  have 
miftaken  this  peak  for  the  real  Jungfrau-horn.  I have 
mentioned  thefe  circumftances,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
confufion  of  names  puzzling  future  travellers  as  they 
once  puzzled  me.  The  word  horn  in  German,  which 
bears  the  fame  fignification  as  in  the  Englifli  tongue, 
is  applied  to  the  higheft  peaks,  as  in  French  aiguille,  or 
needle. 


Meyr  ingen 
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Meyringen  to  Grindelwald,  it  prefents  itfelf 
the  firfl  of  this  flupendous  chain  *. 

Haying  afcended  about  three  hours  from 
the  time  of  our  quitting  Meyringen,  we  refrelhed 
ourfeives  and  our  horfes  in  a delightful  vale 
ftrewed  with  hamlets ; a Hoping  hill,  adorned 
with  variegated  verdure  and  wood,  on  one  fide ; 
on  the  other,  the  Rofenlavi  and  Schwartz-wald 
glaciers  ftretching  between  impending  rocks  ; 
and  before  us  the  higheft  point  of  the  Wetter- 
horn  lifting  its  pyramidal  top  capped  with 
eternal  fnow.  As  we  were  taking  our  repaft, 
we  were  fuddenly  flartled  by  a noife,  like  the 
found  of  thunder ; occafioned  by  a large  body 
of  fnow  falling  from  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
which,  in  its  precipitate  defcent,  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a torrent  of  water  reduced  almofl:  into 
fpray.  Thefe  avalanches  (as  they  are  called) 
are  fometimes  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  con- 
fequences  ; for  when  they  confift  of  enormous 
malfes,  they  deflroy  every  thing  in  their  courfe  j 

* To  thofe  who  go  from  Grindelwald  to  Meyringen, 
the  Wetter-horn  is  the  laft  of  this  chain.  Hence  the 
traveller  will  not  perhaps  be  fo  much  affe&ed  with  its 
majelly  and  grandeur,  as  if  he  firfl:  ohferved  it  in  amend- 
ing from  Meyringen.  I mention  this  circumltance, 
becaufe  all  defcriptions  are  comparative . 


and 
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and  not  unfrequently  overwhelm  even  a whole 
village.  The  bed  prefervative  againd  their 
effe&s  being  the  foreds,  with  which  the  alps 
abound,  there  is  fcarcely  a village,  if  fituated  at 
the  foot  of  a mountain,  that  is  not  flickered  by 
trees ; which  the  inhabitants  preferve  with 
uncommon  reverence.  Thus,  what  conflitutes 
one  of  the  principal  beauties  in  the  country, 
affords  alfo  fecurity  to  the  people. 

We  continued  our  courfe  at  the  foot  of  the 
Wetterhorn,  which  in  this  part  is  fo  extremely 
perpendicular  and  tapering  as  to  appear  like  half 
of  an  immenfe  pyramid.  Here  we  conceived  it 
Impoflible,  that  any  fcenes  could  be  more  rude 
and  majedic  than  thofe  before  us ; but  on  reach* 
ing  the  top  of  the  Scheidec,  we  burfl  upon  a 
view  fo  far  exceeding  them  in  wildnefs  and 
horror,  that  we  unaniinoufly  exclaimed,  There 
is  the  Schreckhorn , or  the  Peak  of  Terror The 
defcent  from  hence  to  Grindelwald  is  gentle  but 
tedious.  That  village,  confiding  of  numerous 
cottages,  difperfed  over  the  plain  and  upon  the 
rifing  hills,  exhibits  an  agreeable  and  pifturefque 
fcene,  heightened  at  the  fame  time  by  a view  of 
the  vallies  of  ice,  which  dretch  along  the  deep 
Tides  of  the  mountains  in  a regular  curve,  and 
are  beautifully  ikirted  with  wood. 

The 


( 
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The  tvvd  vallies  of  ice*  which  extend  into  the 
- plain  of  Grindelwald,  are  called  the  Superior 
and  Inferior  Glaciers*  The  former  lies  between 

S 

the  Wetterhorn  and  the  Mettenberg  ; the  latter 
between  the  Mettenberg  and  the  Eger-horn. 
The  Mettenberg  is  the  afe  of  the  Schreckhornj 
and  the  Eger-horn,  or  Pointed  Peak , borders  on 
the  valley  of  Grindelwald,  and  flopes  gradually 
from  barren  rock  and  fnow  to  fertility  and  culti- 
vation *. 


Augufl:  the  14th. 

Dare  I confefs  to  you,  that  I am  fomewhat 
difappointed,  and  that  a nearer  view  of  the 
glacier  has  not  fufficiently  compenfated  for  the 
fatigue  and  trouble  of  the  expedition  ? But  I 
have  promifed  to  write  from  my  own  feelings, 
and  not  to  fend  an  account  taken  from  exagge- 
rated defcriptions. 

We  fallied  forth  this  morning  full  of  impa- 
tience ; and  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the  Infe- 
rior glacier,  forming  a majeftic  arch  of  ice ; 
fram  which  iflued  a loud  torrent  of  fnow- 

* For  a further  account  of  this  chain  of  alps,  which 
are  ‘contiguous  to  the  vallies  of  Grindelwald  and  Lauter- 

o 

brue  nnen,  fee  Letter  on  the  Chain  of  Alps  obferved 
from  1 Bern. 
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water.  This  glacier  is  compofed  of  nume- 
rous pyramids,  which  are  more  elevated  to- 
wards the  plain  ; being  from  about  forty  to 
fifty  feet  high,  and  gradually  fnortening,  until 
they  terminate  in  a broad  furface  broken  into 
deep  and  wide  chafms.  We  mounted  a very 
difficult  path  at  the  eafge  of  the  frozen  region, 
occafionally  paffing  over  the  deep  and  craggy 
parts  of  rock  almoil  perpendicular,  along  the 
very  Tides  of  the  precipice,  the  danger  of  which 
makes  me  ffiudder  even  now.  This  glacier  is 
feveral  miles  in  length,  and  is  fuppofed  by  many 
travellers  to  join  the  glacier  of  the  Aar,  which  I 
vifited  in  my  expedition  to  the  top  of  the  Grim- 
fel.  But  the  reverend  Mr.  Wyttenbach  of  Bern, 
who  has  frequently  examined  its  dire&ion  from 
the  adjacent  heights,  allured  me,  that  thofe  two 
glaciers  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  a 
chain  of  mountains. 

After  employing  above  two  hours  in  amend- 
ing, we  were  prevented  from  continuing  ouf 
progrefs  by  rugged  rocks,  and  a rifing  hill  of 
ice ; our  guide  alluring  us  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  proceed.  Of  this  we 
were  by  no  means  convinced  ; but  not  having 
any  conductor  who  could  lead  the  way,  and 
not  daring  to  explore  thefe  unknown  regions 
alone,  we  clefcended  with  heavy  hearts, 

much 
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much  difappointed,  that  what  we  had  feer^ 
though  certainly  a very  curious  and  fublime 
fight,  did  not  equal  our  expectations : it  added 
to  our  chagrin,  on  being  afterwards  informed, 
that  though  we  could  fcarcely  have  proceeded 
further  in  the  direction  which  we  took,  yet,  that 
if  we  had  followed  another  path,  we  might  have 
penetrated  to  the  Superior  glacier,  and  reached 
the  bafe  of  the  Schreckhorn.  In  that  part 
between  the  mountains,  now  occupied  by  the 
Inferior  glacier,  there  was  formerly  a road  which 
communicated  with  the  Vallais,  but  at  prefent 
impaffable ; and  a fpot  was  pointed  out  to  us, 
now  covered  with  ice,  where  once  flood  a final! 
chapel® 

Not  far  from  this  glacier  of  Grindelwald, 
pines,  willows,  afh,  and  oaks,  grow  and  come 
to  perfection ; and  near  the  borders  of  the  ice 
I gathered  ftrawberries  and  wild  cherries,  and 
obferved  hazel-nuts,  barberries,  and  mulberry- 
trees.  The  valley  of  Grindelwald  is  extremely 
fertile ; it  produces  barley,  rye,  hay,  hemp,  and 
fruit-trees  in  great  abundance,  and  feeds  above 
two  thoufand  large  cattle. 


I am,  &c. 
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> 

Valley  and  Glaciers  of  Lauterbruennen—Fall  of 

the  Siaubhach * 

¥ 

A TOLERABLE  road  leads  from  CrindeU 

wald  to  this  place,  and  we  met  a cart, 
which  to  us  is  become  a remarkable  obje<3,  not 
having  feen  any  thing  moving  upon  wheels 
hnce  we  quitted  Lucern.  The  country  is  pleaf- 
ing!y  diverfified  with  hanging  woods,  immenfe 
rocks,  deep  precipices,  and  violent  torrents. 
Bin  I fuppofe  you  are  by  this  time  as  much 
accu domed  to  rocks,  precipices,  and  torrents, 
as  the  readers  of  Fingal  to  blue  mifts  and  hoi- 
low  winds 

A nearer  and  more  mterefting*  but  more  difficult 
paffage,  condutfs  over  the  Scheidec  from  Grindelwald  to 
Lauterbruennen*  In  my  fecond  tour,  I propofed  tra- 
velling this  paffage,  and  had  aftually  fet  off  for  that 
purpofe  ; but  a violent  lhower  obliging  me  to  change  my 

refolution,  I continued  my  journey  along  the  fame  road 
as  before* 

It  may  be  proper  to  apprize  the  traveller,  that  there 
are  two  Scheidecs,  the  one  feparating  the  vallies  of  Grin- 
del  wald  and  Meyringen,  the  other  thofe  of  Grindelwald 
and  Lauterbruennen* 

• VoL.  I.  c c 


The 


j86  LETTER  32, 

The  valley  of  Lauterbruennen  is  embofoffied 
in  the  midft  of  the  alps.  The  weftern  boundary, 
from  which  the  Staubbach  falls,  would,  in  any 
other  country,  be  called  an  enormous  mountain  . 
it  here  appears  only  a trifling  hill  in  companion 
with  the  oppofite  chain,  of  which  the  higheft 
point  is  the  beautiful  Jungfrau-horn,  that  luetchet 
in  a feniicircular  direction,  and,  towering  abort 
the  adjacent  peaks,  riles  to  a ftupendous  height. 

We  are  now  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  the  cler- 
gyman of  Lauterbruennen  5 a little  village,  or 
rather  colleaion  of  cottages,  fprinkled,  like 
thofe  of  Grindelwald,  about  the  valley  and 
acceffible  parts  of  the  hills.  Near  the  houfe  is 
the  celebrated  fall  of  the  Staubbach,  from  which 
I am  juft  returned.  This  torrent  rolls  perpen- 
dicularly from  fo  confiderable  a height,  and 
refolved  itfelf  into  fine  fpray,  the  greater  part 
falls  clear  of  the  overhanging  mountain,  during 
its  whole  defcent ; but  the  remainder  dallies 
about  half  way  againft  a projeaion  of  the 
rock,  and  flies  off  with  great  violence..  The 
clergyman  meafured,  a fliort  time  ago,  its  per- 
pendicular  height,  and  found  it  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  feet.  The  fun  Aiming  in  an  oppo- 
fite direction,  a miniature  rainbow  was  reflefted 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  fall ; while  I flood  at 
fome  diftance,  it  affumed.  a femicircular  figure 
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as  ^ approached,  the  extremities  gradually 
coincided,  and  formed  a complete  circle  of  the 
mod  brilliant  colours.  In  order  to  have  a dill 
finer  view,  I ventured  nearer  and  nearer,  the 
circle  at  the  lame  time  becoming  f mailer  and 
fmaller ; and  as  I flood  quite  under  the 
fall,  it  fuddenly  difappeared.  When  I looked 
up  to  the  torrent,  it  refembied  a cloud  of 
dud,  and  from  this  circumdance  it  takes  its 
name;  Staubbach  fignifying,  in  the  German 
language,  a fpring  of  duft . I paid  for  my 
cunofity,  by  being  extremely  wet;  but  then 
1 had  the  fatisfa6lion,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
Seeing  a rainbow  in  miniature : no  uncom* 
mon  phenomenon,  however,  as  it  may  be 
obferved  in  any  cafcade,  upon  which  the  rays 
of  the  fun  fall  in  a certain  direfliom  In  the 
prefent  indance,  however,  it  was  fonie  confola- 

tion  to  me,  that  the  objedl  happened  to  be 
peculiarly  driking. 

rhe  next  morning  we  rode  to  the  extremity 
of  the  vale,  in  which  there  are  feme  noble 
points  of  view,  and  afeended  to  the  glaciers^ 
dretching  from  the  feet  of  the  Breit-horn  and 
Groff-horn.  In  this  delightful  valley  many 
ii reams  * of  the  cleared  water  gufh  from  the 

From  which  circumftance  it  receives  its  name, 
lauierlruennen , in  German,  fignifying  many  firings, 
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earth  like  fmall  rivers,  and  nu'mherlefs  torrents 
precipitate  themfelves  from  the  mountains.  I 
noticed  two  in  particular,  which  fall  fiom  a 
greater  height  than  even  the  Staubbach  \ but  as 
their  defcent  is  not  fo  direct,  they  are  lefs  extia- 
ordinary. 

After  mounting  above  three  hours,  we  reached 
a fmall  hut,  which  in  futnmer  is  inhabited  by 
herdfinen,  who  make  excellent  cheefe,  and  tend 
numerous  herds  of  cows,  goats,  and  fwine* 
Here  we  feafted  upon  cold  chamois,  which  our 
holt  had  provided  for  us,  and  concluded  our 
repaft  with  a cleiert  of  delicious  cream,  hroni 
thence  we  afcended  (till  further,  with  confider- 
able  difficulty  arrived  at  the  borders  of  the 
glaciers,  and  were  entirely  furrounded  by  rugged 
and  almoft  impaffable  rocks.  We  wiflied  to 
proceed  ; but  our  hoft  alluring  us  that  we  had 
only  time  to  return  before  night,  we  fat  down 
clofe  to  the  ice,  and  contemplated,  with  rapture 
and  aflonifhment,  ■ part  of  the  great  central 
chain  of  the  alps ; rocks  towering  above  rocks, 
and  mountains  rifmg  above  mountains,  not 
more  diltinguifhed  for  their  flupendous  height, 
than  for  the  endlefs  variety  and  rudenefs  of 
their  iornis,  One  of  the  peaks,  which  is  cahed 
the  Grofs-horn,  is  of  a pyramidal  fhape,  and 

capped  with  frozen  fnow y another,  the  Breit- 
- ' horn, 
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horn,  is  conical,  and  feems  crowned  with  an. 
enormous  mafs  of  tranfparent  ice,  from  which 
the  reflection  of  the  fun-beams  was  inexprefiibly 
beautiful.  But  the  mo  ft  elevated  and  moft 
majeftic  of  the  whole  group  is  the  Jungfrau- 
horn,  or  Virgin’s  horn,  which  receives  the  name 
of  virgin , becaufe  its  fummit  is  inaccefiible. 

The  hollows  between  the  mountains  are  filled 
with  large  vallies  of  ice,  broken  into  a great 
variety  of  drapes,  and  feveral  torrents  burfting 
from  the  fnow,  and  uniting  in  their  courfe, 
form  the  Weifs-Lutchine,  a river  which  rolls 
rapidly  through  the  valley  of  Lauterbruennen, 
joins  the  Schwartz-Lutchine,  which  flows  from 
Grindelwald,  and  fwells  the  Aar.  Many  of 
the  mountains  are  covered  to  a great  height 
with  verdure,  on  which  the  eye  repofes  with 
delight  amid  the  horrors  of  fuch  wintry  fcenes. 
"We  obferved  alfo,  at  confiderable  elevations, 
feveral  final!  villages,  the  accefs  to  which  mull 
be  almoft  as  difficult  as  to  the  glaciers  to  which 

we  afcended, 

Notwithftanding  the  magnificence  and  variety 
of  this  fcenery,  and  the  uncommon  phenome- 
non of  ice  and  fnow  in  the  midft  of  fu miner, 
bordering  on  forefts  and  cultivation ; I mud 
again  repeat,  that  the  ideas  which  we  had  pre- 
vioufly  conceived,  from  exaggerated  accounts, 
\ C c 3 concern** 
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concerning  the  boundlefs  extent  and  magnificent 
appearance  of  the  glaciers,  were  not  fufficiently 
anfwered.  It  is  remarkable,  that  every  object 
in  Switzerland  has  more  than  gratified  our 
expectations,  except  the  glaciers,  which  mud 
be  confidered  as  forming  one  of  the  mod  inte- 
reding  phenomena  in  the  whole  country.  This 
difappointment  feems  to  have  been  occafioned 
by  the  turgid  defcriptions  which  we  had  heard 
and  read  of  the  glaciers  of  Grindelwald  and 
Lauterbruennen ; and  we  were  led  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  glacier  of  the  Furca  was  much  inferior 
in  magnitude  to  thofe  of  Grindelwald  and  Lain 
terbruennen  ; whereas,  in  fa £t,  it  was  in  all 
r'efpefts  equal,  if  not  fuperior 

September  i,  1785* 

In  17  85,  I was  confiderably  more  delighted 
and  adonifhed  with  the  vallies  of  Grindelwald 
and  Lauterbruennen  than  in  1776  ; becaufe  my 
imagination  was  not  in  this,  as  in  the  former 
indance,  exalted  by  exaggerated  defcriptions, 

* We  perhaps  were  lefs  (truck-  with  the  glaciers  of 
Grindelwald  and  Lauterbruennen,  becaufe  we  had 
previoufly  viewed,  fimilar  feenes  in  our  paiTage  through 
the  moil  fublime  regions  of  Switzerland  ; whereas  thefp 
are  the  firft  grand  obje«5ts  in  the  route  ufually  taken  by 
travellers,  through  Bern,  and  coniequently  make  a 
greater  impreffion. 


and 
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and  led  to  expert  more  than  could  be  reached, 
even  by  nature  herfelf,  however  prodigal  in 
thefe  her  fublimed:  works.  But  the  vallies  of 
ice  {fill  appear  inconfiderable  objects,  when 
viewed  at  fome  diftance,  and  compared  with  the 
furrounding  mountains,  whofe  fummits  and 
Tides  are  clothed  with  vafl  tracts  of  ice  and 
fnow.  On  a nearer  approach  they  become 
more  interefting,  particularly  when  broken 
into  abrupt  ridges,  and  immenfe  chafms ; and 
when  their  aggregate  mafs,  and  numerous 
branches,  are  obferved  from  the  furrounding 
heights.  Still,  however,  the  traveller  may  be 
difappointed,  whofe  imagination  has  been  pre- 
vioufly  filled  with  turgid  defcriptions,  or  who 
applies  to  the  vallies  of  ice  that  fublimity  and 
magnificence,  which  are  principally  due  to  the 
alps  above  and  around  them. 
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Lakes  of  Thun  and  Brientz — Pajfage  of  Mount 
Gemini — Baths  of  Leuk . 

rr^HE  nearefi  route  from  Lauterbruennen  to 
^ the  Baths  of  Leuk  leads  acrofs  the  moun- 
tains to  Kanderfteig,  It  is  called  le  chemin  vert, 
or  the  green  way , becaufe  the  rocks  are,  for  the 
moil  part,  covered  with  herbage.  It  is  only 
pra&icable  to  foot-paffengers ; and  I was  in« 
formed  by  a Swifs  gentleman  who  palfed  it, 
that,  though  fleep  and  difficult,  it  is  not  dan* 

) >•  ' y / 

gerous.  Its  diflance  may  be  three  leagues, 
and,  to  a perfon  not  wholly  unaccuftomed  to 
alpine  paffiiges,  would  require  about  five  or  fix 
hours,  A chaffeur  would  perform  it  in  lefs  than 
half  the  time.  In  my  fecond  expedition,  in 
1785,  I had  propofed  croffing  this  way,  but  was 
obliged  to  decline  it,  as  I could  not  procure  a 
guide  who  was  acquainted  with  the  road, 

I purfued,  therefore  the  ufual  route,  which 
runs  from  the  entrance  of  the  valley  of  Lauter- 
bruennep,  through  a fertile  plain,  between  the 

Jakes 
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lakes  of  Thun  and  Brientz.  About  two  leagues 
from  Lauterbr  uennen,  I came  to  the  Aar,  near 
its  exit  from  the  lake  of  Brientz,  and  followed 
its  courfe  until  it  entered  that  of  Thun.  1 his 
lake  is  about  four  leagues  long  and  one  broad  . 
and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  iteepnels  of  the 
mountains  with  which  it  is  bounded,  mull  be 
very  deep  ; the  borders  are  richly  variegated, 
and  prefent  feveral  fine  points  of  view,  greatly 
heightened  by  many  rugged  rocks  rifing  boldly 
from  the  margin  of  the  water.  W e coafted 
this  lake,  through  a delightful  country,  to  the 
fmall  village  of  Leifmgen  ; then  afcended  to 
fEfchi,  and  looked  down  upon  the  lakes  of  Thun 
and  Brientz.  In  all  the  maps  of  Switzerland^ 
which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation,  thefe 
two  lakes  are  reprefented  as  if  they  extended 
almoft  in  a ftraight  line ; whereas  they  are  fitu- 
ated  nearly  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  You 
may  judge  of  their  true  pofition,  by  the  annexed 
engraving,  communicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wyttenbach  of  Bern. 

Having  defcended  from  fEfchi,  we  foon  en- 
tered the  rich  valley  of  Frutigen,  parallel  to 
that  of  Lauterbruennen,  and  enjoyed,  for  a 
confiderable  way,  a prcfpedt  of  the  glaciers  we 
vifited  the  day  before.  This  valley  ends  at  the 
filial]  town  of  Frutigen  5 from  thence  commences 

that 
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that  of  Kander,  watered  by  a river  of  the  fame 
name,  and  bounded  by  mount  Kander.  In  all 
thefe  vallies,  the  rudenefs  and  height  of  the 
mountains,  which  alniofl  enclofe  them,  contrafted 
with  the  beauty  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  plains, 
always  fertilized  by  fome  lively  torrent,  form  a 
thoufand  pifturefque  fcenes,  ever  changing, 
and  impoffible  to  be  defcribed  : they  are  hill 
further  embellifhed  by  the  number  of  ruined 
eafUes  perched  upon  points  feemingly  inaccef- 
fible, 

From  the  village  of  Kanderfteg,  delicate  tra-* 
vellers,  who  do  not  choofe  to  mount  a rugged 
afcent,  either  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  are  car- 
ried  in  an  arm-chair  fupported  by  means  of 
poles  upon  men’s  fhoulders.  We  proceeded, 
however,  on  horfeback,  having  before  rode  up 
fleeper  and  more  difficult  paths.  After  amend- 
ing about  an  hour  and  a half,  we  arrived  at 
the  fummit  of  the  Kander,  where  a wooden 
crofs  marks  the  entrance  into  the  Vallais ; then 
traverfed  a waving  plain  of  pafture,  in  which 
we  obferved  a few  huts  and  feveral  herds  of 
cattle,  and  at  length  reached  a Single  houfe  on 
the  Gemmi,  where  we  procured  fome  refresh- 
ment : here  we  faw  nothing:  but  immenfe  rocks 
piled  upon  one  another,  with  no  appearance  of 
vegetation  \ and  the  weather  was  exceedingly 

cold* 
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cold.  Palling  over  a large  drift  of  fnow,  we 
came  to  a lake  called  the  Dauben  See,  about 
a league  in  circumference,  fupplied  by  a confi« 
derable  torrent  from  a neighbouring  glacier. 
This  lake  has  no  vifible  outlet,  but  doubtlels 
finds  a fubterraneous  palfage  into  the  Vallais . 

The  chain  of  mountains,  which  here  feparates 
the  canton  of  Bern  from  the  Vallais,  is  called 
the  Gemmi ; from  the  point  of  which,  over- 
looking and  almoll  over-hanging  the  Vallais,  we 
had  at  once  a mod  extenfive  profpect  over  that 
fertile  country,  and  the  rugged  alps  of  Savoy. 
The  mountain  which  we  defcended,  is  in  many 
places  almoft  perpendicular ; and  yet  a horfe- 
road  has  been  hewed  in  the  hard  rock  down, 
this  formidable  defcent.  It  was  begun  in  1736, 
and  finiOied  in  1741,  at  the  joint  expence  of 
the  Vallais,  and  the  canton  of  Bern  : an  alio- 
nifhing  work ! which  proves  that  nothing  is  im- 
practicable  to  human  induflry.  More  than  a 
league  has  been  blown  up  with  gunpowder,  and 
a way  formed  which  feems  dangerous  to  thofe, 
who  are  unufed  to  mountainous  countries,  or 
whofe  heads  are  apt  to  turn  giddy.  It  is  about 
nine  feet  broad,  and  quite  hangs  over  the  pre- 
cipice : in  fome  parts,  for  a confiderable  fpace, 
it  is  a hollow  way,  open  only  at  one  fide,  the 

Dock  above  projecting  over  it,  of  the  fame 

breadth. 
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breadth.  The  effect  is  peculiarly  Angular  : for, 
as  the  road  winds  continually,  the  fcene  alfo 
continually  changes  ; fo  that  one  moment  we 
commanded  an  extenfive  view,  and  the  next 
were  enclofed  with  barren  rock. 

The  defcent  from  the  top  to  the  plain  is  about 
two  leagues : when  you  arrive  at  the  bottom, 
and  look  up,  you  cannot  obferve  the  final  left 
traces  of  a road ; fo  that  a ftranger  would 
hardly  believe  it  poffible,  that  a paffage  has* 
been  formed  down  the  rock,  until  convinced  by 
his  own  experience.  About  thirty  years  ago 
the  troops  of  Bern  defcended  this  road  for  the 
purpofe  of  affiffing  the  canton  of  Uri  againfl 
the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  Levino,  who 
had  revolted  ; and,  what  is  aimed  incredible, 
they  defcended  with  heavy  artillery. 

This  place  is  famous  for  hot  medicinal 

fprings,  and  is  much  frequented  by  invalids 
during  this  feafon  of  the  year:  the  patients 
either  bathe  or  drink  the  waters.  As  far  as  I 
can  judge  from  the  accounts  which  I have 
received  concerning  their  warmth,  their  analyfisj 
the  method  of  ufmg  them,  and  their  efficacy  in 
curing  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  obftrutlions,  and 
cutaneous  diforde-rs,  they  feem  nearly  to  referable 
thofe  of  Bath.  There  are  feveral  fprings,  of 
different  warmth  and  of  different  qualities  : 

according 
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according  to  the  mod  accurate  experiments 
made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wyttenbach,  the  mercury 
in  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer,  when  plunged 
into  the  principal  fource,  flood  at  1 1 5 ; and  at 
120  in  the  fpring  which  flow's  near  the  bridge 
over  the  Dala. 

The  accommodations  for  the  company  are 
very  inconvenient : each  perfon  having  for  his 
own  ufe  a fmall  apartment  not  more  than  a few 
feet  fquare,  in  which  there  is  juft  room  for  a 
bed,  a table,  and  two  chairs*  The  public 
dining-room  is  upon  a larger  fcale,  as  is  alfo  an 
apartment  where  the  company  occafionally 
aflemble.  Formerly  the  accommodations  were 
tolerably  good  ; but  unfortunately,  in  1 7 1 9^  an 
avalanche  from  a neighbouring  glacier  over- 
whelmed the  greater  part  of  the  houfes  and  the 
baths,  and  defiroyed  a confiderabie  number  of 
inhabitants. 

The  company,  confifting  of  perfons  from  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  Switzerland,  are  exceedingly 
affable  and  obliging  : infomuch  that  feveral  of 
them  have  invited  us  to  their  refpedive  houfes  ; 
and  this  invitation  was  made  with  that  opennefs 
and  unaffeded  franknefs  fo  peculiarly  charader- 
iflic  of  the  Swifs.  We  dined  tin's  morning  at 

.eleven  ; the  bell  for  fupper  is  now  ringing,  and 
, it 


398  LETTER  33. 

it  is  fcarce  feven.  Thefe  are  primitive  hours ; 
but  we  have  travelling  appetites  ; and,  provided 
We  meet  with  refrefhment,  the  hour  and  place 
are  of  little  confequence. 

You  are  now  probably  drinking  tea  in  your 
withdrawing  room  at  Bath,  from  whence  you 
are  enjoying  that  beautiful  profpeft  I have  fa 
often  admired.  The  fituation  of  this  fpot  is 
more  romantic  than  that  of  Bath,  and  the 
waters  perhaps  not  lefs  efficacious ; yet  this  vil- 
lage contains  only  a few  miferable  houfes,  while 
Bath  is  one  of  the  finefl  towns  in  Europe.  1 
had  a converfation  to-day  upon  this  topic,  with 
a very  ingenious  and  well-informed  gentleman  of 
the  Vallais.  I obferved  to  him,  that,  confidew 
ing  the  great  credit  and  efficacy  of  thefe  waters* 
I could  not  forbear  wondering,  that  the  chiefs 
of  the  republic  had  not  confidered  the  improve- 
ment of  the  accommodations,  an  object  worthy* 
of  their  attention  ; for  if  they  were  rendered 
more  convenient  for  the  reception  of  invalids, 
it  would  undoubtedly  be  the  means  of  drawing 
a great  number  of  flrangers,  and  confequently 
muff  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  country.  He 
affured  me,  it  had  more  than  once  been  in 
contemplation ; that  feme  perfons  of  great 
credit  andvauthority  oppofed  all  improvements, 

upon 
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upon  a principle  fimilar  to  the  policy  of  Lycur* 
gus ; conceiving  that  an  influx  of  Grangers 
would  only  ferve  to  introduce  luxury  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  infenfibly  deftroy  that 
fimplicity  of  manners,  for  which  the  Vallaifans 
are  fo  remarkably  diflinguiflied® 

How  far  the  ignorance  of  a people  contributes 
to  their  true  felicity  ? or  how  far  fimplicity  of 
manners  may  be  corrupted  by  national  improve- 
ment ? are  queftions  which  have  been  much 
agitated,  and  will  never  be  decided,  fo  long 
as  it  {hall  be  held  jud  reafoning  to  argue  from 
the  abufe  againd  the  ufe.  But  it  will  readily 
be  allowed,  that  fuperftition  is  ever  the  com- 
panion of  ignorance : and  that  a people  who 
are  both  ignorant  and  fuperditious,  mud  ne» 
ceflariiy  be  benefited  by  an  intercourfe  with 
nations  more  improved  and  enlightened  than 
themfelves. 

We  walked  to  a fpot  not  far  from  hence, 
where  a communication  is  formed  with  the 
village  Albenen.  Where  the  mountain  inclines 
towards  a Hope,  a footpath  has  been  cut ; but 
in  thofe  parts  where  the  rock  is  perpendicular, 
ladders  are  placed,  and  the  peafant.s  afcend  and 
defcend  with  heavy  burdens  upon  their  fhoul* 
ders.  We  counted  feven  of  thefe  ladders, 

I men- 
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I mention  this  circumflance,  not  as  being  an 
objedt  fo  remarkable,  perhaps,  as  is  reprefented 
by  fome  travellers,  but  as  it  will  convey  to  yon 
an  idea  of  the  extreme  ruggednefs  and  fingularity 
of  the  country. 

I am,  &c. 
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Republic  of  the  Vallais — Cardinal  Schinner  — 
Town  of  Sion — Mariigny^St.  Maurice . 

Sion,  Auguft  19. 

QION  being  nearly  the  point  where  the  Ger- 
man  language  terminates,  and  the  French 
begins,  the  natives  in  this  part  of  the  Vallais 
confequently  fpeak  both  tongues. 

We  fet  out  this  morning  at  five,  and  came 
down  a very  deep  valley  to  Leuk,  a fmall  town 
built  upon  an  eminence  near  the  Rhone,  which 
is  here  very  rapid  ; and,  if  we  may  judge  by 
the  breadth  of  the  channel,  often  overflows  its 
banks.  We  croffed  at  this  place,  and  conti« 
nued  for  fome  way  through  a forefl  of  firs; 

6 till 
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till  we  again  paffed  the  river  to  Siders : from 
thence  we  coafted  its  banks  to  Sion,  the  capital 
of  the  Vallais. 

Another  road  leading  from  the  baths  of  Leuk 
to  Siders,  which  I traverfed  in  1785,  though 
more  fteep  and  incommodious,  is  far  more 
interefting  to  the  traveller,  who  delights  in  pic- 
turefque  views.  It  is  called  the  galleries , is  cut 
along  the  Tides  of  an  abrupt  and  rugged  rock, 
in  a zig-zag  direction,  and  bounded  by  a wooden 
railing,  which  overhangs  a dreadful  abyfs,  fo 
deep  and  obfcure,  that  the  river  Dala,  which 
rolls  impetuoufly  through  it,  is  neither  feen  nor 
heard.  The  oppofite  chain  of  mountains  is 
clothed  with  dark  forefts,  enlivened  with  pas- 
tures, and  interfperfed  with  occafional  villages, 
which  are  fituated  one  above  the  other,  to  a 
confiderable  height,  and  feem  fcarcely  acceftible 
but  to  foot-pafiengers. 

This  trad  of  country,  called  the  Vallais, 
ftretches  from  eaft  to  weft  about  a hundred 
miles,  and  contains  100,000  inhabitants,  who  all 
profefs  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  It  is 
divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Vallais : the 
former  reaches  from  the  Furca  to  the  Merge, 
below  Sion ; and  the  latter  from  that  river  to 
St.  Gingou,  fituated  upon  the  lake  of  Geneva. 
Vol.  I.  D d The 
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The  Upper  Vallais  is  fovereign  of  the  Lower 
Vallais,  and  comprifes  feven  independent  dixains 
or  commonwealths ; namely,  Sion,  Goms,  Rrieg, 
Vifp,  Lenk,  Raren,  and  Siders  : of  thefe  Sion 
is  ariftocratical,  and-  the  others  democratical. 
They  are  called  Dixains , becaufe  the  Upper 
Yallais  being  divided  into  feven,  and  the  Lower 
into  three  diftricls,  each  divifion  is  a dixain,  or 
tenth  of  the  whole. 

The  bidrop  of  Sion  was  formerly  abfolute 
fovereign  over  the  greater  part  of  the  Vallais ; 
but  his  authority  is  at  prefent  limited  to  a few 
particulars.  He  has  the  foie  power  of  pardoning 
criminals,  and  figns  the  warrants  for  execution  ^ 
the  money  is  coined  in  his  name,  and  with  tne 
arms  of  the  republic.  In  his  a£ts  he  ftyles  him- 
felf  bifhop  of  Sion,  prince  of  the  German  em- 
pire, and  count  and  praefedb  of  the  Vallais : in 
days  of  high  ceremony  he  dines  in  public,  and 
is  waited  upon  by  the  fir  Pc  noble  or  tne  Vallais 
who  is  hereditary  treafurer.  He  nominates  alfo, 
the  bailifs  or  governors  of  the  two  bailliages  of 
Martigny  and  Arden,  and  poileiTes  confiderable 
influence  from  his  patronge  of  church  prefer- 
ment. Upon  a vacancy  in  the  fee,  the  canons 
of  the  chapter  of  Sion  prefent  from  their 
own  body  four  candidates,  one  of  whom  is 

appointed 
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appointed  bifhop  by  the  Landjrath , or  general 
diet. 

1 he  jeven  dixains  form,  conjointly  with 
the  bilhop,  the  republic  of  the  Vallais,  and 
all  affairs  are  tranfadled  in  the  diet,  called 
Landjrath^  which  meets  twice  every  year  at 
Sion,  This  affembly  confids  of  nine  voices ; 
the  hilltop;  the  lands -haupt maim , who  is  chofen 
or  confirmed  by  the  diet  every  two  years ; and 
the  feven  communities.  The  bilhop  prefides, 
the  lands-hauptmann  colle&s  the  votes ; and  all 
refolutions  are  decided  by  the  majority.  Each 
dixain,  although  it  has  but  one  vote,  fends  as 
many  deputies  as  it  pleafes ; they  generally  con» 
-fift  of  four  ; a judge,  a banneret,  a captain,  and 
a lieutenant.  The  judge  and  the  lieutenant  are 
appointed  every  two  years  ; the  two  others  hold 
their  offices  for  life. 

in  all  civil  caufes  of  a certain  importance, 
an  appeal  lies  from  the  inferior  courts  o*' 
juftice  to  the  diet  in  the  lad  refort,  Thus, 
by  the  inftitution  of  this  fupreme  council, 
the  communities  in  this  country  are  firmly 
united,  and  form  in  conjunction  one  body 
politic,  or  republic,  for  the  general  affairs  of 
the  nation.  In  other  cafes,  each  of  the  com- 
monwealths is  governed  by  its  own  particular 
Jaws  and  cuftoms. 
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Both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Vallais  were  for** 
merly  dependent  upon  the  bhhop  of  Sion  ; but 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  diftri&s  united  in 
order  to  limit  his  power  ; and,  having  fucceeded, 
quarrelled  for  fuperiority.  A bloody  war 
enfued ; which  terminated,  in  1475,  by  the 
total  defeat  of  the  Lower  Vallaifans.  Since 
that  period,  they  have  continued  fubje£l  to  the 
Upper  Vallais,  with  the  enjoyment,  however,  of 
fome  confiderable  privileges. 

The  republic  of  the  Vallais  is  an  ally  of  the 
thirteen  cantons,  and  has  formed  a particular 
league  with  the  feven  Catholic  cantons,  for  the 
defence  of  their  religion. 

The  bilhops  of  Sion  had  formerly  a confider- 
able influence  over  the  political  affairs  of  Switzer- 
land ; and  Matthew  Schinner,  the  cardinal  bifhop, 
is  famous  in  hiftory  for  great  abilities,  daring 
fpirit  of  intrigue,  and  reliefs  ambition.  lie 
was  born  at  Miibach,  in  the  dixain  of  Goms  y 
and  in  1500  was  raifed  to  this  fee.  In  confe- 
quence  of  his  reprefentations  and  influence,  the 
Swifs  troops  gave  a Angular  inftance  of  infidelity 
to  their  public  engagements,  by  breaking  a fub- 
A diary  treaty  which  they  had  recently  contracted 
with  Francis  the  Firft,  foon  after  his  Arft  inva- 
Aon  of  the  Milanefe.  The  Swifs  hiftorians 
however  record,  with  triumph,  the  patriotic 
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conduct  of  two  officers,  who,  remonftrating 
againft  this  breach  of  faith,  drew  off  eight 
thoufand  troops,  and,  returning  to  Switzerland, 
in  fome  meafure  retrieved  the  honour  of  the 
nation.  The  remainder  of  the  army,  inftigated 
by  the  eloquence  of  the  cardinal,  engaged 
Francis  the  Firft  near  Marignano,  in  one  of 
the  moft  furious  battles  fought  during  the 
bloody  wars  of  Italy.  Night  alone  put  a flop 
to  the  engagement,  without  feparating  the 
combatants ; both  armies  were  blended  upon 
the  field  of  battle  ; and  Francis  flept  upon  the 
carriage  of  a cannon,  at  no  great  diftance  from 
a battalion  of  the  enemy.  At  day-break  the 
Swifs  renewed  the  charge  with  their  ufual  cou- 
rage, and  were  received  with  equal  bravery.  At 
length  the  intrepidity  of  the  king,  and  the 
defperate  valour  of  the  French,  rofe  fuperior  to 
the  repeated  attacks  of  the  Swifs,  who  retreated 
to  Milan,  leaving  Francis  in  poffeffion  of  the 
field  of  battle : an  advantage,  however,  which 
he  gained  by  the  lofs  of  his  braveft  troops. 

The  cardinal,  adfirated  by  the  moft  inveterate 
enmity  to  the  French,  occc  honed  alfo,  by  his 
intrigues,  the  lofs  of  the  Milanefe  to  Francis® 
Lautrec,  in  the  year  152.1,  commanded  a body 
of  12,000  Swifs,  who  formed  the  principal 
ftrength  of  his  army.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
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cardinal  obtained,  by  his  influence  over  his 
countrymen,  a fe.eret  levy  of  the  like  number, 
to  join  the  enemies  of  France  : thus,  for  the 
fir II  time,  the  Swifs  were  feen  combating  under 
oppofite  banners,  and  ready  to  commit  hoflilities 
againfl  each  other*  Upon  this  occafion  the 
cantons  difpatched  meflengers,  with  peremptory 
orders  for  the  Swifs  in  both  armies  to  return  to 
their  country.  The  cardinal  bribed  the  meffen- 
gers  to  conceal  thefe  orders  from  the  Swifs  in 
the  army  of  the  confederates,  and  to  deliver 
them  only  to  thofe  who  were  in  the  French 
fervice.  They  obeyed  accordingly  ; and  this 
defertion  weakening  the  army  of  Lautrec, 
Milan  and  the  principal  towns  fur  rendered  to 
the  confederates.  Soon  after  this  additional 
inftance  of  his  intrigues  and  influence,  the  car- 
dinal ended  his  turbulent  life  in  the  conclave, 
which  affembled  on  the  death  of  Leo  the  Tenth, 
for  the  eledion  of  a new  pope. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  Vallais 
are  very  much  fubjed  to  goiters , or  large  excref* 
cences  in  the  neck,  which  often  increafe  to  a 
moft:  enormous  flze ; but  what  is  more  extra- 
ordinary, idiocy  no  lefs  abounds.  I faw  many 
mftances  of  both,  as  I pafled  through  Sion  ; 
force  idiots  were  balking  in  the  fun  with  their 
tongues  out,  and  their  heads  hanging  down  ; 
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exhibiting  an  affecting  fpectacle  of  intellectual 
imbecility.  The  caufes  which  produce  a fre- 
quency of  thefe  phenomena  greatly  excite  my 
curiofity  \ but  I fliall  defer  my  remarks  until  I 
iliall  have  obtained  farther  information. 

The  weather  in  this  enclofed  vale  is  fo  exceed- 
ingly fultry,  that  although  the  evening  is  far 
advanced,  I am  quite  oppreffed.  This  languid 
heat  is  probably  one  or  the  caufes  which  occa- 
fion  the  inconceivable  indolence  of  the  innabit- 
ants  *.  much,  however,  muff  at  the  fame  time 
be  attributed  to  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  ‘which 
precludes  the  necellity  of  iaoour  by  almoft 
fuontaneoufly  producing  the  fruits  of  the  earth* 
In  fa  Cl,  the  people  affiff  nature  very  little  : we 
palled  feveral  vineyards,  in  which  the  vines  were 
fuffered  to  trail  upon  the  ground  ; whereas,  if 
the  branches  were  properly  fupported,  the  owner 
would  be  well  rewarded  by  the  fuperior  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  produce. 

The  uncleardinefs  of  the  common  people  is 
difgufting  beyond  expreffion.  I have  juft  been 
holding  a converlation  upon  this  lubjed  with  my 
landlord  : though  himfelf  a notorious  example, 
he  feverely  cenfured  the  dirtineis  of  his  countiy- 
men,  and  feenied  to  affign  it  as  one  cauie  of 
goiters.  This  affertion  induced  me  to  examine 
the  perfon  of  my  hold  with  fomewhat  more 
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attention  ; and  I was  rather  difappointed  to  find^ 
that  he  proved  an  exception  to  his  own  remark® 
Let  me  not,  however,  be  underflood  as  infinuat- 
ing  that  the  inhabitants  in  general  are  either 
goitrous,  idiots,  indolent,  or  dirty  5 like  that 
traveller  who  averted,  that  all  the  women  of  a 
certain  town  were  crooked,  red-haired,  and 
pitted  with  the  fmaH-pox,  became  his  landlady 
happened  to  be  fo.  Indeed,  I look  upon  na- 
tional rerle&ions  in  general  to  proceed  from  the 
mon  . iniberal  turn  of  mind,  and  have  always 
been  cautious  not  to  judge  of  the  phyfical  or 
moral  character  of  any  people  from  a partial 
and  luperncial  view.  But  the  prevalency  in 
tue  prefent  mflanee,  of  goiters  and  idiocy,  and 
the  general  dirtinefs  and  indolence  of  the  com- 
mon people  are  too  notorious  to  efcape  the 
observation  of  the  mod  carelefs  traveller. 

bion  is  fituated  near  the  Rhone,  at  the  foot  of 
linee  miniated  rocks,  that  rife  immediately  from 
the  plain.  The  higheft,  called  Tourbillon,  fup~ 
ports  the  ruins  of  the  old  epifcopa!  palace,  flil] 
containing  two  or  three  untenanted  apartments^ 
in  one  of  which  are  the,  portraits  of  the  feveral 
bifhops.  On  the  fecond  rock,  denominated 
Valeria,  are  obferved  the  remains  of  the  old 
cathedral,  and  a few  houfes  belonging  to  the 
canons.  On  Mayoria,  the  third  rock,  hands  the 
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epifcopai  palace,  an  antient  edifice  of  ftone,  built 
in  1547.  On  feeing  the  apartments,  I was 
greatly  (truck  with  their  plainnefs,  and  could  not 
avoid  reflecting  with  pleafure  on  the  fmiplicity 
of  manners,  which  muff  neceflarily  prevail  in 
this  country  ; when  the  rooms  inhabited  by  the 
fovereign,  inftead  of  befpeaking  the  magnifi- 
cence of  a court,  are  fcarcely  fuperior  to  the 
dwelling  of  a peafant.  Two  apartments  prin- 
cipally engaged  my  attention*  The  fir  ft  is  that 
in  which  the  diet  aflembles : at  the  upper  end 
are  two  armed  chairs  for  the  bifhop  and  the 
lands -hauptmann^  and  on  each  fide  a row  of 
fmaller  feats  for  the  deputies  of  the  feven  dixains . 
The  other  apartment  is  the  hall,  in  which  the 
bifhop  holds  his  court,  like  the  feudal  lords  of 
antient  times:  at  the  further  extremity  is  a raifed 
feat,  called  a throne,  furrounded  by  a wooden 
baluftrade,  and  as  an  incitement  to  wifdom  and 
impartiality,  the  figures  of  Juftice,  and  Solo- 
mon's judgment,  are  coarfely  painted  upon  the 
walls 

Sion 

* Soon  after  the  capture  of  Bern,  the  attempts  to 
introduce  the  new  conftitution  created  great  diffatisfaftion 
among  the  natives  of  the  Upper  Vallais.  But  the  bifhop 
of  Sion,  who  was  then  in  the  power  of  the  French,  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  affedting  great  pleafure  at  the 
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Sion  is  an  antient  town,  and  was  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  Scduni , who  inhabited  this  part  of 

the 


overthrow  of  his  fovereignty.  The  Momtcur  has  pre- 
ferved  his  letter,  on  this  occafion,  to  the  French  refident: 
Mangourit,  and  the  aiifwer. 

" Citizen  Refident,  I have  learnt  with  extreme  fatif- 
fadtion,  that  the  plan  of  a conflitution  for  the  republic 
of  the  Vallais,  guarantees,  under  your  aufpices,  to  my 
diocefe  the  prefervation  of  the  catholic,  apoftolic,  and 
Roman  religion  in  all  its  purity.  I want  words  to  teftify 
the  moft  lively  gratitude  ; and  I doubt  not  but  our 
religion  will  be  a reftraint  on  my  hock,  and  infpire  it 
with  an  implacable  hatred  of  licentioufnefs  and  anar- 
chy. 

u Take,  I befeech  you,  citizen,  under  your  powerful 
protection  the  church  of  Sion  and  all  the  clergy,  of  whom 
the  greater  part,  particularly  our  chapter,  in  feconding 
my  intentions,  and  executing  my  orders,  have  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  by  a condudt  calculated  to  infpire  the 
people  with  confidence  in  their  worthy  reprefentatives, 
and  to  re-animate  the  love  of  their  country. 

(Signed)  Antony,  bifhop  of  Sion.” 

ANSWER  OF  MANGOURIT. 

lt  Athanafius  clofed  the  doors  of  his  church  againft 
the  crimes  of  Tlieodofius,  you  have  opened  yours  to 
civic  virtues,  by  facilitating  the  acceptance  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  Vallais. 

“ At  your  voice  the  canons  of  Sion  repaired  to  the 
feven  upper  dixains,  to  prevent  the  people  from  being 
milled  by  malevolence. 
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the  country  in  the  time  of  Julius  Csefar.  A few 
remaining  infcriptions  hill  prove  its  antiquity ; 
and,  among  others,  fo  obliterated  that  I was  not 
able  to  decypher  them,  I obferved  one  which 
was  more  legible : it  is  in  honour  of  the  empe- 
ror Auguftus,  during  his  eleventh  confulfhip. 
In  this  infcription  the  town  is  called  Civitas 
Sedunoruvu 

At  Sion  we  parted  with  our  horfes  and  guides, 
who  had  accompanied  us  from  Altdorf  5 and  pro- 
cured a piece  of  luxury,  to  which  we  had  been 
for  fome  time  unaccu homed  ; I mean  a coach. 
But,  notwithftanding  the  concentrated  heat  of 
the  climate,  and  the  great  fultrinefs  of  the  air, 
I prefer  riding  or  walking ; as  by  that  means  I 
enjoy  a more  unobftru&ed  view  of  the  country  : 
indeed  the  fcenes  are  fo  beautiful,  and  fo  perpe- 
tually changing,  that  the  attention  is  inceffantly 
engaged  by  a variety  of  new  objects. 


u Glory  be  to  your  humanity  S 

u Schinner,  one  of  your  predeceffors,  occafioned  the 
effufion  of  much  blood;  you,  citizen  bifhop,  you  love 
to  fpare  bloodfhed. 

«<  An  article  of  the  conftitution  guarantees  to  your 
Hock  the  maintenance  of  their  religious  opinions. 

u Your  wife  conduft  fecures  to  you  for  ever  the 
homage  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  of  wifdom,  and  of 
peace.”  Monitor , 1 $lh  Germinal. 
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On  entering  the  Lower  Vallais,  I perceived 
as  much  uncleanlinefs,  but  a greater  appearance 
of  induftry  ; and  I am  informed  that  the  natives 
are  not  altogether  fo  indolent  as  the  inhabitants 
of  Sion  and  its  environs* 

This  imputation  of  indolence  will  not  hold 
good  with  refpect  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Upper  Vallais : for  in  the  eaftern  part  of  that 
diftrid,  which  we  entered  after  having  croffed 
the  Furca,  the  foil,  though  far  inferior,  was 
much  better  cultivated,  and  the  people  feemed 
induflnous.  Some  physical  reafons  may  be 
affigned  for  this  difference  ; for  there  the  wea- 
ther is  not  fo  fultry,  the  water  is  not  unwhole- 
fome,  the  air  remarkably  falutary,  and  we  did 
not  obferve  any  of  thofe  goitrous  perfons  or 
idiots,  common  in  the  midland  parts. 

We  flopped  at  the  village  of  Martigny, 
which,  according  to  antiquaries,  was  the  antient 
Ohio  durum.  It  is  faid,  that  near  this  place 
may  be  traced  the  fite  of  Sergius  Galba’s  camp, 
one  of  Julius  Csefar’s  lieutenants,  who  was  fent 
to  fubdue  the  Veragri , the  Nantuaies , and  the 
Seduni ; the  antient  inhabitants  of  thefe  diftrids. 
It  feems  evident  indeed  from  Cmfar’s  defer  ip- 
tion,  in  the  third  book  of  his  Commentaries, 
that  Ohio  durum  could  not  be  far  from  the  prefent 
fituation  of  Martigny,  which  hands  in  a final! 
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plain,  encircled  by  bigh  mountains,  and  divided 
by  the  Dranfe,  that  falls  into  the  Rhone*  I 
cannot,  however,  afcertain  from  my  own  ob- 
fervation,  whether  any  traces  of  a Roman 
encampment  dill  remain ; nor  could  I gain  the 
lead  information  from  the  inhabitants ; fo  that 
the  conjecture  concerning  the  lituation  of  Qflo- 
durum  reds  only  upon  the  faith  of  antiquaries, 
and  on  the  general  pofition  of  the  country. 

Martigny  is  a place  much  frequented  by  tra- 
vellers : it  leads  to  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  to 
St.  Maurice  and  the  lake  of  Geneva,  and  is  the 
paffage  of  the  merchandize,  which  is  conveyed 
over  the  Great  St.  Bernard  into  Italy.  Near 
Martigny  we  paffed  under  the  majedic  ruins  of 
La  Rathia,  an  old  epifcopal  cadle,  crowning 
the  fummit  of  a craggy  rock,  and  impending 
over  the  impetuous  Dranfe.  The  road  from 
hence  to  St.  Maurice  runs  under  a chain  of 
rocks,  the  Rhone  flowing  at  a fmall  didance 
through  the  middle  of  a fertile  vale.  Having 
eroded  the  Trient,  a turbid  torrent  which 
ilfues  from  a narrow  and  obfeure  glen,  remark- 
able for  its  rugged  and  romantic  feenery,  we 
arrived  at  the  Pifle-Vache,  a cataract  much 
noticed  by  travellers.  The  charafteridic  beauty 
of  this  fall  is,  that  it  feems  to  burd  from  a cleft 
in  the  middle  of  the  rock,  through  hanging 
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fl.ii  ubs,  and  forms  a perpendicular  column 
about  two  hundred  feet  in  height.  The  body 
of  water  being  very  ample,  and  the  eleva- 
tion not  fo  confiderable  as  to  reduce  it  entirely 
into  fpray,  render  the  effefl  very  ftriking.  I 
enjoyed  alfo  the  additional  pleafure  of  feeing 
the  fun  rife  oppofite  to  this  water-fall  The 
reguiai  expanfion  of  the  rays  enlightening  the 
different  parts  of  the  column  of  water  ; and  the 
gradual  dcfcent  of  the  rainbow  formed  by  the 
fpray,  were  inexpreffibly  beautiful  Thefe  tor- 
rents  are  my  delight ; but  perhaps  they  recur 
too  often  in  my  letters  to  continue  to  be  yourso 
Formerly  travellers  paffed  clofe  to  the  Piffe- 
Vache  ; out  a few  years  ago  part  of  the  rock 
falling  down  totally  obff ruffed  the  road,  which 
now  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  valley. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Lower  Vallais,  the 
two  chains  of  mountains  that  bound  this  coun- 
try,  approach  towards  the  Rhone,  which  nearly 
fills  the  interval  between.  In  this  fpot  is  fitu- 
ated  the  town  of  St.  Maurice,  built  almoft 
totally  upon  the  rock,  at  the  foot  of  feme  fteep 
mountains,  and  at  a fmail  diflance  from  the 
river.  The  antiexit  appellation  was  Agdwiujn  * 
that  of  St.  Maurice  is  derived  from  an  abbey, 
ercfled  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  century, 
by  Sigifmond  king  of  Burgundy,  in  honour  of 
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a faint,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  fuffered  martyr- 
dom in  this  place  ; he  was  the  leader  of  the 
famous  Theban  legion,  faid  to  have  been  mafia- 
cred  by  order  of  the  emperor  Maximin,  for  not 
renouncing  Chriftianity.  This  hiflory  has  given 
rife  to  much  controverfy : while  fome  authors 
have  treated  it  as  a mere  forgery,  others  have 
contended  for  its  authenticity,  with  as  much 
zeal,  as  if  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  depended 
upon  the  decifion.  Without  entering  into  the 
merits  of  the  quedion,  I cannot  but  remark, 
that  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity  has  fuffered  more 
from  weak  and  imprudent  defenders,  than  from 
the  fharpeft  attacks  of  its  mod  inveterate  ad- 
verfaries.  Indeed,  the  quedion  concerning  the 
number  and  fufferings  of  the  martyrs  has  occa- 
fioned  much  idle  deputation : fiiould  wre  reduce 
the  popular  accounts  of  both  within  the  bounds 
of  probability,  there  will  dill  remain  diffident 
evidence  of  the  wonderful  condancy  and  calm 
refolution  of  thofe  primitive  vidims ; and  whe- 
ther a hundred  thoufand,  or  only  fifty,  fuffered, 
Chridianity  will  equally  dand  upon  the  fame 
immovable  foundation.  Nor  is  the  Inquiry 
more  material  concerning  the  motives  that 
actuated  its  powerful  and  cruel  adverfaries.  It 
matters  not  whether  Decius  ordered  the  Chridians 
to  be  maffacred,  becaufe  they  had  been  favoured 
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by  his  predeceffor  Philip,  or  from  his  attachment 
to  me  Pagan  rites ; whether  Maximin  per- 
fected them  from  interelfed  motives ; Diocle- 
fian  as  introducing  innovations  in  his  govern- 
ment ; or  whether  Conftantine  piotefted  them 
from  conviction  or  policy.  For  the  truth  of 
Chridianity  is  in  no  refpecli  affected  either  by 
tire  imprudence  of  its  early  profeffors  (if  with 
any  they  were  juftly  chargeable)  or  the  politi- 
cal reaions  that  influenced  the  conduct  of  thofe 
emperors. 

A few  Roman  infcriptions,  chiefly  fepulchralj 
and  two  defaced  columns  are  the  only  uncontro« 
verted  remains  of  the  antiquity  of  St.  Maurice, 
It  is  principally  didinguifhed  as  being  the  chief 
entrance  from  the  canton  of  Bern  into  the  Vallais* 
1 his  entrance  is  formed  by  a narrow  pafs,  fo 
drongly  fortified  by  nature,  that  a handful  of 
men  might  defend  it  againft  a condderable  army, 
Ihe  done  bridge  over  the  Rhone  is  much  ad- 
mired for  its  bold  proje&ion  : it  is  of  a fmgle 
arch,  and  the  fpan  is  a hundred  and  thirty  feet, 
Iialf  of  this  bridge  belongs  to  the  Vallais,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  canton  of  Bern 

I am, 

* At  an  early  period  of  the  French  revolution,  the 
difaffe&ed  party  of  the  Lower  Vallais  appealed  to  France 
‘ O emancipate  their  country  irona  their  fubjeftion  to  the 
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Of  the  Vallais  — > Goiters  and  Idiots * 


Trient,  Auguft  22, 

* 

J AM  now  writing  from  the  village  of  Trient, 
on  my  way  to  Mont  Blanc  and  the  alps  of 
Savoy.  From  the  mountain  of  the  Furca,  its 
eaftern  boundary,  two  vaft  ranges  of  alps  en- 
clofe  the  Vallais  : the  fouthern  chain  feparates  it 
from  the  Milanefe,  Piedmont,  and  part  of  Sa- 
voy ; the  northern  from  the  canton  of  Bern. 
Thefe  two  chains,  in  their  various  windings. 


Upper  Vallais,  but  tbe  French  not  liaving  matured  their 
fchcme  Ox  fraternization,  their  petition  was  reje<9ted. 

In  February  1798,  however,  the  people  of  the  Lower 
Vallais  were  enfranchifed,  and  admitted  to  an  equality  of 
rights  by  the  Upper  Vallais;  but  after  the  conqueft  of 
Bern,  and  the  revolution  of  the  greater  part  of  Switzer- 
land,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Upper  Vallais  reje&ed  the 
new  conftitution,  took  up  arms,  and  defended  themfelves 
with  great  fpirit.  After  feveral  bloody  defeats,  and  the 


capture  of  the  caftie  of  Sion,  which  was  ftormed  by  the 
french,  the  natives  fubmitted,  and  both  diftrnffcs  were 
moulded  into  one  department  called  the  Vallais,  of  which 
the  capital  is  Sion. 

VqL.  I.  ” 


Ee 


form 


4i 8 LETTER  35. 

form  feveral  fmall  valleys,  watered  by  nffme-* 
rous  torrents  that  rufh  into  the  Rhone,  as  it 
travel" fes  the  whole  diffind  from  the  Furca  to 
St.  Maurice.  A country  thus  entirely  enclofed 
within  high  alps,  and  confiding  of  plains,  ele- 
vated valleys,  and  lofty  mountains,  mud  exhi- 
bit a great  variety  of  iituations,  climates,  and 
productions.  Accordingly,  the  Vallais  prefents 
to  the  curious  traveller  a quick  fuccedion  of 
pro fp eels,  as  beautiful  as  diverdfied.  "Vineyaruo, 
rich  padures  covered  with  cattle,  com,  flax, 
fruit-trees,  and.  foreds,  occadonally  boruered  b\ 
naked  rocks  crowned  with  ever lading  fnow. 

The  produdions  of  the  Vallais  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  great  diverfity  of  climates  by  which 
this  country  is  didinguiflied.  It  iupplies  more 
than  diffident  wine  and  corn  for  interior  com 
iumption,  and  exports  a confiderable  quantity 
of  both  ; the  foil  in  the  midland  and  lowei 
didrids  being  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile.  In 
the  plain,  where  the  heat  is  colleded  and  con- 
fined between  the  mountains,  tne  halved  is 
ufualiy  finifhed  in  July ; whereas,  in  the  more 
elevated  parts,  barley  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  cultivated  with  any  fuccefs,  and  the  crop  is 
feldofn  cut  before  November.  About  Sion,  the 
fig,  the  melon,  and  all  the  other  fruits  of  Italy, 
come  to  perfedion;  in  confequence  of  this 


'The  Vallais.  4 1 Q 

finguiar  variety  of  climates,  I tailed  in  the  fame 

day,  ftrawberries,  cherries,  plums,  pears,  and 

grapes ; each  the  natural  growth  of  the  coun- 
try. 

There  are  no  manufactures  of  any  confe*? 
quence  ; and  indeed  the  general  ignorance  of 
the  people  is  no  lefs  remarkable  than  their 
indolence ; fo  that  they  may  be  confidered,  in 
regard  to  knowledge  and  improvements,  as 
fome  centuries  behind  the  Swifs,  who  are  an 
enlightened  nation.  The  peafants  feldom  endea- 
vour to  meliorate  thofe  lands  where  the  foil  is 
originally  bad,  or  to  draw  the  mofl  advantage 
from  thofe  which  are  uncommonly  fertile  ; hav- 
ing few  wants,  and  being  fatisfied  with  the  fpon- 
taneous  gifts  of  nature,  they  enjoy  her  bleffings 

without  much  confidering  in  what  manner  to 
improve  them. 

Before  I take  leave  of  the  Vallais,  I fhall 
communicate  the  reiult  of  my  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  caufes  which  contribute  to  render 
goitrous  perfons  and  idiots  common  in  thefe 
parts  ; premifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I muft 
Hand  greatly  in  need  of  your  candour,  when  I 
venture  to  treat  a fubjeCl  fo  extremely  complb 
cated,  and  on  which  fo  many  different  opinions 
have  been  advanced  by  naturalifts  and  phyfi- 
cians. 
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The  notion  that  fnow-water  occafions  golfers^ 
is  totally  void  of  foundation  ; for  on  that  fuppo- 
fition,  why  are  they  common  in  the  midland' 
and  lower  parts,  and  extremely  rare  in  the 
higher  regions  of  Switzerland?  particularly  what 
reafon  can  he  affigned,  why  the  natives  of  thofe 
places  that  lie  mod  contiguous  to  the  glaciers, 
and  who  drink  no  other  water  than  what 
defcends  immediately  from  thofe  immenfe  refer™ 
voirs  of  ice  and  fnow,  are  not  fubject  to  this, 
malady  ? Why  are  the  inhabitants  of  ihofe 
countries  in  which  there  is  no  Inow,  afflicted 
with  it  ? For  thefe  guttural  tumours  are  to  be 
found  in  the  environs  of  Naples,  in  the  ill  and 
of  Sumatra,  and  at  Patna  and  Purnea,  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  where  fnow  is  unknown. 

But,  inflead  of  repeating  the  various  opinions 
on  this  fubject,  I (hall  at  prefent  confine  myfelf  to 
the  refult  of  my  own  obfervations  and  inquiries. 

The  fprings  of  this  diftriT  are  impregnated 
with  a calcareous  matter,  called  in  Switzerland 
■fifj nearly  fimilar  to  the  incruftations  of  Mat- 

♦ The  Porus  of  the  older  authors. 

The  Tophus  glareofo,  argillaceus  Polymorphus,  of 
Linntsus,  1B6.  i. 

The  Tophus  Polymorphus  of  Wallerius,  Syft.  vol.  ii. 
p.  394. 

The  Tophi  of  Kirwan,  p.  25,  called  Duchjle'm  by  the 
Germans. 

lock 
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lock  in  Derby fhire?  fo  completely  diiTolved  as 
not  to  affe&  the  tranfparency  of  the  water. 
Will  it  be  deemed  improbable,  that  the  impal- 
pable particles  of  this  fubftance  (hould  thus 
introduce  themfelves,  by  means  of  the  blood, 
into  the  glands  of  the  throat,  and  produce 
goiters  * ? I ground  this  opinion  on  the  follow- 
ing obfervations  and  faffs : 


* Dr.  Baiilie,  phyhcian  to  St.  Georges’s  Hofpital,  has 
lately  given  a .beautiful  plate  illuflrative  of  the  difeafedl 
appearances  of  the  Thyroid  Glands  which  is  the  feat  of 
the  Bronehocele,  or  Goiter.  “ When  a fection  is  made,’* 
tie  fays,  “ of  the  thyroid  gland  affected  with  this  difeafe, 
it  is  found  to  contain  a number  of  cells  filled  with  a 
tranfparent  vifcid  fluid.  This  fluid  becomes  folid,  like 
jelly,  when  the  gland  has  been  preferred  for  fome  time  in 
fpirits.”  He  notices  too,  that  a few  of  the  cells  of  one 
gland,  which  he  divided,  were  filled  with  a gritty,  hard*, 
whitilh  matter. 

It  appears  alfo  that  the  ftru&ure  of  the  thyroid  gland 
is  favourable  to  the  depofition  and  detention  of  ftony 
particles  carried  into  it  by  the  blood  ; for  it  is  fupplied 
by  four  arteries,  uncommonly  large  in  proportion  to  the 
fize  of  the  gland,  and  has  no  excretory  duff,  through 
which  any  fubftance  once  deposited  can  pafs.  Hence  a 
very  iuconfiderable  depofition  of  tuf  might  be  fufficient 
to  produce  by  irritation  fuch  an  abundant  fecretion  of 
vifcid  fluid  as  to  diitend  the  cells,  and  by  this  enlarge  - 
ment of  the  gland,  gradually  to  occafion  goiters.  Baiilie*  s 
Morbid  Anatomy , p.  3 1 1.  Second Fafclgubs,  plate  1. 
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To  fpeak  in  general : during  my  travels 
through  Europe,  I never  failed  to  obferve  that 
tuf  or  (his  calcareous  depofition,  abounds  in  all 
thofe  diflridls  wherein  goiters  are  common.  I 
noticed  goitrous  perfons  and  much  tuf  in  Der- 
bylhire,  in  various  parts  of  the  Vallais,  in  the 
Valteline,  at  Lucern,  Friburgh,  and  Bern,  near 
Aigle  and  Bex,  in  feveral  places  of  the  Pays  de 
Valid,  near  Drefden,  in  the  valleys  of  Savoy  and 
Piedmont,  near  Turin  and  Milan. 

To  defcend  to  particular  inftances*  The  inha- 
bitants of  Friburgh,  Bern,  and  Lucern,  are 
much  fubjed  to  guttural  excrefcences.  With 
refpeci  to  Friburgh,  I obferved  that  one  of  the 
principal  fprings  which  fupplies  the  town  with 
water,  iffues  from  a neighbouring  (tone-quarry, 
and  has  formed  large  depofitions  of  tuf  on  the 
rock  from  which  it  bubbles.  The  pipes  alfo 
which  convey  water  to  the  public  fountains  at 
Bern,  are  charged  with  the  fame  calcareous 
fedinient ; and  a gentleman,  on  whofe  veracity 
l can  depend,  allured  me,  that  he  is  fubjedt  to  a 
final  1 fwelling  in  the  throat,  which  ufually  in- 
creafes  in  winter,  when  he  is  chiefly  refident  at 
Bern,  and  diminifhes  in  fummer,  on  his  removal 
to  other  places,  where  the  waters  are  not  loaded 
with  tuf. 
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1 was,  moreover,  informed  by  General  Phifer, 
that  at  Lucern  all  the  waters,  excepting  one 
fpring,  are  impregnated  with  tuf  and  that  the 
natives,  who  dwell  near  that  fpring,  are  much 
lefs  fubjed  to  goiters  than  the  other  inhabitants ; 
that  the  fame  difference  is  obferved  among  the 
members  of  the  fame  family,  between  thofe  who 
drink  no  water  but  what  is  drawn  from  that 
fpring,  and  the  others  who  do -not  ufe  that  pre- 
caution. The  general  fhewed  me  alfo  the  tin 
veffel,  in  which  water  was  every  morning  boiled 
for  his  ufe,  and  which  was  fo  fpeedily  and 
thmkly  incruftated  as  to  render  it  neceffary  to 
have  it  cleanfed  twice  a- week.  The  water 
■which  yields  this  deposition  is  as  tranfparent  as 
chryftal  *. 

I alfo  vifited  many  places  contiguous  to  thofe 
•diftrids  wherein  goiters  and  tuf  are  frequent, 
and  having  preeifely  the  fame  fituation  and 

* Although  it  appears  that  wherever  there  are  goiters 
there  is  tuf-ftone ; yet  the  reverfe  is  by  no  means  true, 
that  wherever  the  waters  depofit  tuf,  there  are  always 
goiters  : for  perhaps  the  natives  do  not  drink  of  the 
fprings  which  are  loaded  wit htuf,  or  that  fubftance  is  not 
Sufficiently  diifolved  in  the  waters;  abfolute  folution 
being,  perhaps,  neceffary  to  produce  thefe  Swell- 
ings. 


h € 4 


climate, 


424 


LETTER  35, 

climate,  yet  I obferved  no  goiters  among  the 
inhabitants,  nor  any  appearance  of  tuf. 

But  the  ftrongeft  proof  in  favour  of  this 
opinion  is  derived  from  politive  fa£L  A fur- 
geon,  whom  I met  at  the  Baths  of  Leuk, 
informed  me,  that  he  had  not  unfrequently 
extracted  concretions  of  tuf-Jlone  from  feverai 
goiters ; and  that  from  one  in  particular,  which 
fuppurated,  he  had  taken  feverai  flat  pieces, 
each  about  half  an  inch  long ; the  fame  fub- 
ftance,  he  added,  is  found  in  the  homachs  of 
cows,  and  in  the  goitrous  tumours  to  which 
even  the  dogs  of  the  country  are  fubjedt  He 
iikewife  allured  me,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
an  extenfive  practice,  he  had  diminiflied  and 
cured  the  goiters  of  many  young  perfons  by 
emollient  liquors  and  external  applications ; that 
his  principal  method  to  prevent  them  in  future 
confided  in  removing  the  patients  from  the 
places  where  the  fprings  are  impregnated  with 
tuf  and,  if  that  could  not  be  contrived,  by  for- 
bidding the  ufe  of  water  which  was  not  purified. 
He  confirmed  the  report  that  infants  are  occa- 
fionally  bom  with  guttural  fwellings,  particu- 
larly thofe  whofe  parents  are  goitrous,  and 
remarked  that  one'  of  his  own  children  had 
at  its  birth  a goiter  as  large  as  an  egg,  although 

neither 
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neither  he  nor  his  wife,  who  were  both  foreign- 
ers*, were  afflifled  with  that  malady.  He  had 
diffipated  it  by  external  remedies ; and  fmce 
that  period,  had  invariably  prohibited  his  family 
from  tailing  the  fpring  waters,  unlefs  they  were 
diddled,  or  mixed  with  wine  or  vinegar ; by 
which  means  he  prefer ved  them  from  thofe 
tumours,  that  were  extremely  common  among 
the  natives  of  the  town  which  he  inhabited. 

Although  it  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to 
trouble  you  with  the  various  opinions  which  have 
been  advanced  on  this  fubje£t ; yet  it  would  be 
unjuft  to  withhold  that  of  M.  de  Saulfure,  whofe 
accurate  refearches  and  profound  invelligation 
on  philofophical  fubjedts  deferve  to  be  weighed 
with  the  greatell  attention.  That  able  naturaiift, 
in  a recent  publication  f,  attributes  the  produc- 
tion of  goiters  not  to  the  waters,  but  principally 
to  the  concentrated  heat  of  the  climate,  and 
llagnation  of  the  air.  He  informs  us,  that  in 
all  his  travels  through  the  Alpine  countries,  he 
never  obferved  goiters  in  any  places,  which  are 

* In  the  former  inftance,  goiters  may,  though  per- 
haps erroneously,  be  efteemed  hereditary ; but  in  the 
latter,  where  the  parents  are  both  foreigners  and  not 
goitrous,  can  fcareely  be  derived  from  any  other  caufe 
than  the  aliment  of  the  mother. 

f See  Voyages  dans  les  Alpes,  ch.  48.  voh  ii*  p.  480. 
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elevated  more  than  500  or  600  toifes  * above 
the  level  of  the  fea : he  noticed  them  in  thofe 
vallies  where  the  heat  is  concentrated,  and  the 
air  llagnates,  and  that  they  ufually  ceafe  where- 
ever  the  valley  terminates,  and  the  country 
expands  into  a large  plain.  * With  great  defer- 
ence, however,  to  his  opinion,  may  I be  per- 
mitted to  obferve,  that  the  conclufion  does  not 
abfolutely  follow  from  thefe  premifes  ? For  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  in  places  elevated  more 
than  500  or  600  toifes  above  the  level  of  the 
fea,  the  fprings  are  too  near  their  fources,  to 
have  diffolved  a fufficient  quantity  of  calcareous 
matter,  or  fo  minutely  as  may  be  requihte  for 
the  generation  of  goiters ; that  wLen  the  valley 
expands  into  a plain,  the  waters  may  depofit 
their  fediment  by  mixing  with  the  rivers  and 
lakes,  or  by  filtrating  through  the  earth  and 
gravel.  But  although  the  two  caufes  mentioned 
by  Sauflure  do  not  folely  produce,  they  may 
ajfift  in  producing  guttural  excrefcences,  by  re- 
laxing the  fibres,  and  difpofing  the  glands  of  the 
throat  to  admit  more  eafily  the  introduction  of 
the  impalpable  particles  in  the  water.  For  it  is 
obfervable,  that*  women  and  children,  wrhofe 
frames  are  more  relaxed  than  thofe  of  men, 

* 3200  and  3840  Englifh  feet. 

are 
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are  more  liable  to  be  afflicted  with  thefe  fwell- 
ings ; that  the  natives  of  thofe  diftrids  mod 
remarkable  for  the  fize  and  number  of  goiters, 
are  extremely  wan  and  livid,  much  fubjed  to 
intermitting  fevers,  and  other  diforders  judged 
to  proceed  from  relaxation.  Although  the 
concentrated  heat,  and  ftagnation  of  the  air, 
may  be  allowed  to  have  confiderable  influence 
on  the  human  body,  yet  they  do  not  feem  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  effed  in  quedion,  without  the 
intervention  of  fome  other  caufe  : this  caufe 
feems  to  be  the  water,  fhould  the  fads  already 
dated  prove  confonant  to  truth  and  experi- 
ence. 

It  may  be  neceflary,  however,  to  obviate  an 
objedion,  that  goiters  mud  rather  originate 
from  climate  and  fituation ; becaufe  foreigners, 
edablifhed  in  the  country,  are  never  afflided 
with  thofe  tumours,  while  their  children  are  no 
lefs  fubjed  to  them  than  the  natives.  But  is  it 
uncontrovertible,  that  no  foreigner  has  ever 
been  afflided  with  this  malady  ? The  quedion, 
I fnould  prefume,  can  fcarcely  be  replied  to  in 
the  affirmative.  And  all  that  can  be  edablilhed, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  is,  that  foreigners 
are  lefs  fubjed  to  thefe  fwellings  than  their 
children,  or  the  natives.  In  this  refped  the 
anfwer  is  evident.  Perfons  who  ufually  fettle  in 
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foreign  countries  are  adults  ; and  adults  are 
doubtlefs  much  lefs  liable  than  children  to  an 
endemial  malady,  whofe  operation  is  gradual* 
and  which  requires  much  time,  before  its  effeds 
are  vifible.  It  is  remarked,  that,  among  the 
natives  themfelves,  thofe  perfons,  who  have 
efcaped  this  diforder  during  their  infancy,  are 
feldom  attacked  by  it  to  any  confiderable  degree 
at  a more  advanced  age. 

In  reafoning  upon  this,  as  well  as  on  fimilar 
fubjeds,  where  a caufe  is  fought  for,  capable  of 
producing  a certain  effed,  it  is  neceffary  to  efta. 
blifh  a primary  and  general  caufe,  which  always 
and  necejfarily  exifts,  wherever  that  effed  is  pro- 
duced, and  to  exclude  thofe  circumftances  which 
do  not  always  and  necejfarily  exift,  wherever  that 
effed  is  produced.  Thus,  in  the  prefent  inflance: 
If  fnow-water  occafions  goiters,  wherever  there 
are  goiters,  there  muft  be  fnow-water,  which  is 
contrary  to  fad  and  experience.  If  the  concern 
trated  heat  of  the  climate,  and  ftagnation  of  the 
air,  are  necejfary  to  the  formation  of  goiters, 
thofe  excrefcences  could  never  be  formed  where 
thefe  caufes  are  wanting,  which  is  not  confirmed 
by  fad  and  experience.  If  waters,  impreg- 
nated with  tuf,  or  with  certain  calcareous  fub- 
ilances,  produce  goiters  ; wherever  there  are 
goiters,  the  natives  muft  drink  waters  fo  im- 
pregnated 
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pregnated,  and  this  feems  agreeable  to  fad  and 
experience  *. 

The  fame  caufes,  which  generate  goiters,  pro- 
bably operate  in  the  cafe  of  idiots  ; for  wherever 
goiters  prevail  to  a confiderable  degree,  idiots 
invariably  abound  : fuch  is  the  nice  and  inexpli- 
cable connection  between  our  bodies  and  our 
minds,  that  the  one  ever  fympathifes  with  the 
other  } and  it  is  by  no  means  an  ill-grounded 
conjecture,  that  the  fame  caufes  which  affeCt  the 
body  thou  Id  alfo  affeCt  the  mind,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  waters,  which  create  obftruc- 
tions  and  goiters,  fhould  alfo  occafion  mental 
imbecility  f . 


* The  learned  Mr.  Whitaker,  in  hls  rnterefting  account 
of  the  paffage  of  Hannibal  over  the  Alps,  vol,  i.  p.  194., 
agrees  with  me  in  imputing  the  goiters  to  the  waters, 
but  to  the  waters  impregnated  with  metallic  particles,  and 
he  fupports  his  opinion  by  the  authority  of  Simler  s 
but  furely  if  fo,  the  metallic  particles  would  have  been 
conftantly  found  in  the  waters,  and  occafionally  in  the 
glandular  fwellings,  which  is  not  the  fad. 

f It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  by  a very  intelligent 
•phyfician,  that  perhaps  the  impalpable  particles  of  hone 
may  penetrate  by  means  of  the  blood  into  the  glands  of 
the  brain,  and  form  concretions  which  may  affect  that 
organ.  It  is5  a wrell-known  fad,  that  earthy  matter  is 
frequently  found  in  the  pituitary  gland. 
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Although  thefe  idiots  are  frequently  the  chib 
dren  of  goitrous  parents,  and  have  ufually  thofe 
Iwellings  therafelves ; yet  they  are  fometimes  the 
offspring  even  of  healthy  parents,  whofe  other 
children  are  properly  organized,  and  are  them- 
felves  free  from  guttural  excrefcences.  I ob~ 
ferved  feveral  children,  fcarcely  ten  years  of 
age,  with  very  large  goiters*  Thefe  tumours, 
when  they  increafe  to  a confiderable  magnitude* 
check  refpiration,  and  render  thofe  who  are 
afffi&ed  with  them  exceedingly  indolent  and 
languid.  Some  perfons  have,  in  oppofition  to 
the  opinion  which  I have  ventured  to  advance, 
luppofed,  that  the  fmall  glandular  fwellings, 
which  are  common  in  many  other  parts,  and  the 
large  excrefcences,  are  more  particularly  ob- 
ferved  in  the  Vallais,  in  the  Valley  of  Aoft,  and 
in  fome  other  places,  do  not  proceed  from  the 
lame  caufe,  and  are  not  the  fame  diforder.  But 
fufffcient  reafons  have  not  been  ajligned  for  this 
opinion.  During  my  expedition  through  the 
Vallais  and  other  parts  of  Switzerland,  I noticed 
fome  of  all  proportions,  from  the  hze  of  a 
walnut  to  almoft  the  bignefs  of  a peck  loaf.  As 
the  fame  gradation  may  be  alfo  obferved  in  the 
fpecies  of  idiots ; by  a fimiiar  mode  of  argil- 
ment,  thofe  who  poflefs  fome  faint  dawnings  of 

reafon. 
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reafon  might  be  difcriminated  from  others5 
who  are  totally  deaf  and  dumb,  and  give  no 
proof  of  exigence  but  the  mere  animal  fenfa- 
tions.  Whereas  it  is  probable,  that  in  both 
inflances,  the  greater  or  leffer  derangement  of 
the  body  or  mind  does  not  indicate  a different 
complaint,  but  only  different  degrees  of  the 
fame  complaint. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  a people  accuftomed 
to  thefe  excrefcences  will  not  be  fhocked  at  their 
deformity  ; but  I do  not  find,  as  fome  writers 
affert,  that  they  confider  them  as  beauties.  To 
judge  from  the  accounts  of  many  travellers,  it 
might  be  fuppofed,  that  the  natives,  without 
exception,  were  either  idiots  or  goitrous ; 
whereas,  in  fad,  the  Vallaifans,  in  general,  are 
a robufl  race ; and  all  that  with  truth  can  be 
affirmed,  is,  that  goitrous  perfons,  and  idiots, 
are  more  abundant  in  fome  difhids  of  the 
Vallais,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe  *. 

It 

* I cannot  withhold  from  the  reader  a curious  paflage 
on  goitrous  perfons  and  idiots,  from  an  interefting  work 
publifhed  fince  my  letters,  which  tends  to  confirm  my 
remarks  on  this  fubjedt. 

“ Goiters  and  idiots  are  very  common  in  that  part  of 
Tartary  which  borders  upon  the  Chinefe  Wall.  Both 

fexes 
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It  has  been  afTerted  alfo,  that  the  people  very 
much  refpect  thefe  idiots,  and  even  confider  them 
as  blejjings  from  Heaven  ; which  is  ftrongly  con- 
tradicted by  others.  Upon  my  queftioning  fome 
gentlemen  of  this  country,  at  the  baths  of  Leuk„ 
they  treated  the  notion  as  abfurd  and  falfe  $ but 


fexes  are  fubjed  to  thefe  fwellings,  but  females  more  than 
males  ; the  latter  removing  oftener  from  the  fpots  where 
the  caufes  exift,  whatever  they  may  be  that  occafion 
them. 

“ Thefe  preternatural  tumours  did  not  appear  to  be 
attended  with  any  other  fymptoms  affe&ing  the  general 
health,  or  corporal  fundions  of  thofe  in  whom  they  were 
obferved.  But  the  minds  of  many  of  them  were  much 
weakened,  and  perhaps  of  all  in  a lefs  degree.  Some 
were  reduced  to  a ftate  of  abfolute  idiocy.  The  fpedacle 
of  fuch.  objects,  which  fails  not  to  convey  a ferious  and 
even  melancholy  impreflion  to  perfons  who  view  them 
for  the  firft  time,  produces  no  fuch  effed  upon  thofe 
among  whom  they  are  bred.  The  objeds  themfelves 
-are,  in  their  general  habits,  cheerful,  and  lead  a mere 
animal  life,  as  contradiftinguifhed  from  that  in  which 
any  thought  or  reflection  is  concerned.  As  they  ad 
alone  from  inftind,  or  the  mere  impulfe  of  the  fenfes, 
fo  their  adions,  however  injurious  they  may  happen  to 
prove  to  others,  are  free  from  intentional  malice,  and 
occafion  no  refentmcnt.  Their  perfons  are  confidered  in 
fome  degree  as  facred  ; and  they  are  maintained  by  their 
families  with  peculiar  care.,> 

Account  of  the  Embaffy  to  China , voh  ii.  p.  202. 

whether 
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whether  they  delivered  their  real  fentiments,  or 
were  unwilling  to  confirm  what  might  lower 
their  countrymen  in  the  opinion  of  a ftranger^ 
will  admit  perhaps  of  fome  doubt.  For  having, 
fmce  that  time,  repeatedly  inquired  among  the 
lower  ranks,  I am  convinced,  that  the  common 
people  eheem  them  bleflings.  They  call  them 
Souls  of  God , without  fin  and  many  parents 
prefer  thefe  idiot-children  to  thofe  whofe  under- 
handings  are  perfect ; becaufe,  as  they  are  inca- 
pable of  intentional  criminality,  they  confider 
them  as  certain  of  happinefs  in  a future  hate. 
Nor  is  this  opinion  entirely  without  its  good 
effed  ; as  it  difpofes  the  parents  to  pay  greater 
attention  to  fuch  helplefs  beings.  Thefe  idiots 
are  fuffered  to  marry,  as  well  among  themfelves 
as  with  others. 

I am,  See. 
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E 1 T R AC  T from  Saxo  Grammaticus* 

referred  to,  p.  293. 

1\J  EC  filentio  implicandum,  quod  fequitur.  Toko 
^ quidam  aliquamdiu  regis  (i.  e.  Haraldi  Blaatand) 
ftipendia  meritus  ofiiciis  quibus  commilitones  fuperabat 
complures  virtutum  fuarum  hoftes  effecerat.  Hie  forte 
lermone  inter  convivas  temulentiushabito  tam  copiofo  fe 
lagittandi  ufucallere  jadfitabat,  utpomum  quantumcun- 
que  exigiium  baculo  e diftantia  fuperpofitum,  prima  fpi- 
culi  direbHone  feriret.  Quae  vox  primum  obtredlantium 
auribus  excepta  regis  etiam  auditum  attigit.  Sed  mox 
princiois  improbitas  patris  fiduciam  ad  filii  periculum 
tranftuiit,  dulciffimum  vitse  ejus  pignus  baculi  loco  ftatui 
imperans.  Cui  nifi  promiffionis  audtor  primo  fagittae 
conatu  pomum  impofitum  excuffiffet,  proprio  capite  ina- 
nis  jaefantise  poenas  lueret.  Urgebat  imperium  regis 
militem  majora  prom  ibis  edere,  alieme  obtre&ationis  in- 
fidils  parum  fobriae  vocis  jadtum  carpentibus,  & c. — 

Exhibitum  Toko  adolefcentem  attentius  monuit,  ut 
sequis  auribus  eapiteque  indeflexo  quam  patientiffime 
ftrepitum  jaculi  venientis  exciperet,ne  levicorporis  motu 
efficaciflimae  artis  experientiam  fruftraretur.  Prseterea 
demendae  formidinis  confilium  circumfpiciens,  vultum 
ejus,  ne  vifo  telo  terretur,  avertit.  Tribus  deinde  fagittis 
pharetra  expofitis  prima  quam  nervo  inferuit  propofito 
obftaculo  incidit.- 

Interrogatus  autem  a rege  Toko  cur  plura  pharetrje 
fpicula  detraxiflet,  cum  fortunam  arcus  femel  duntaxat 
experimento  profequi  debuiflet.  <c  Ut  in  te,”  inquit, 
u primi  errorem  reliquorumacuminevindicarem,ne  mea 
i(  forte  innocentia  pcenam  tui  impunitatem  experiretur 
u violentia.  Quo  tam  libero  didto  et  fibi  fortitudinis 

titulum  deberidocuit,et  regis  imperium  poena  dignum 
u ollendit.”  Lib.  x.  p»  28 6.  edit.  Leiplic.  1771. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


Printed  by  A.  Strahan, 
Printers-Street,  London. 


i 


*Sf 


• ■ 


'/ 


' 


\ 


/ 


I 


% 


$ 


<>• 


\ 


S '* 


< 


. 


I 


V 


/ 


/ 


> I 


/ 


i 


* 


* 


mm 


mm 


VK'Z*' 

- 

~ *r%— 

^3/m  jgp 

